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A Team, 'A' Team, Team 'S', that only we, unwittingly, started calling ourselves for the surge of inspiration needed to
come up with yet another issue of SRIJAN. To be honest, we felt afresh, clueless about some things, because there were fewer
threads to connectus to our history than necessary. Hence, our feature: 'SRIJAN's History — Part I'.

SRIJAN started as a 'movement', and not as a mere magazine, to showcase the best of talent. Whereas PRERNA (the wall
magazine), used to procure the unseasoned content of expression. But with the withering out of PRERNA, a purpose died. In
the subsequent years that were to follow, something went missing, a motive, a something to relate to and look forward to, a
hinge. At the starting of the year we were accosted by questions regarding why people's articles were not published when they
had been promised so. Why they had not been given their paintings and sketches back. We had nothing to tell them. We
apologized. Apparently, there were more voices hidden behind the walls of nonexistence of a medium than we had expected.
So, this year, with the help of our penultimate Chief Editor (that’s right! 'Student's Editor' is now 'Chief Editor' and the then
'Editor-in-Chief' today's 'Faculty Coordinator'), Rajeev Bhardwaj (our generous funder and comrade), we started www.srijan-
nith.com.

We had days when we excitedly went door to door to give everyone their previous magazine (SRIJAN 2014 was delayed
due to printer issues) and they asked us “Bhai Free ki Hai?” And, also the days when we found magazines thrown in corridors
and in one instance, in the dust bin. Obviously, some people had stopped feeling glorious about it. The website and being
active online have been our measures to betroth it'd never happen again and to trigger a sense of belongingness.

After umpteen brain storms, this year, we darted a color theme : "Tints and Shades of Blue'. One concern was to do away
with the conscripted echelon and dependence of grouping of articles under forced sub themes. Another was to subscribe the
essence of magazine to literature from design instead of doing the vice versa. Voilal We married organization with
composition. We also experimented with the dimensions of the magazine, which proved to be quite a work for the printer and
us. Also we spent 4 days and 3 nights, awake at printer’s desk to ensure no error creeped in, which was a first timer.

Hindi team, held their meetings religiously throughout the year, paved way for a healthy competition to ensure constant
communication in the team. Their survey (the second), is hugely data based. We are sure you’ll be able to extract some
baffling statistics from it. The design team's streaks of collaborated night outs were sights of conviviality, facetiousness and
commitment. Together all the three teams ensured that we didn't face scarcity of sketches, paintings, cartoons and articles.
2nd and 3rd year chimed in earnestly and rooted for the team. Such rescues were saviors in the light of tired times. The Editorial
Board members were absolute belletrists. It's amazing what people do for the common love (pun intended). When our main
cartoonist was busy and couldn't contribute, another one stepped up voluntarily. And some of the 'official' photographs went
awry, our photographer extricated us. Our Faculty Coordinators supported us in every step on the rung. They will remain in
our most revered spaces.

We got and kept in constant touch with three of our senior editors: Kumar Vijay Mishra, Kumar Ashutosh and Peeyush

Marwaha ( the Chief Editor of Techzine, ISTE's technical magazine). We talked to the originator of the first SRIJAN website
ever (of 2008) Jai Dhawan. It was, nice!

Genesis is a letter to the reader, and as a wise one said, “Everything can't be said in one letter”. Turn the pages and savor
the smell and the souls of the artists.

An artist knows that one can only evolve and mature if one gets feedback on his/her pieces. We gave it, to the people who
asked for it, sometimes even unsolicited. We feel collywobbles when we say we haven't had feedback from any other than our
senior team members. If you feel apprehended/reprehended about anything or would just want to help us grow as a
community, drop an email at srijan.nith@gmail.com and we'll reply for sure!

Cover paintings by: Digital artist:
Archit Singh, B. Arch. Second year Divyanshu Maithani, CSE, Third Year
Jitender Singh Dansinghta, Civil, Final year
Jazeel Jazim, B. Arch. First year
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I am glad to know that National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur (H.P.) is
releasing its annual magazine SRIJAN, for the session
2014-15.

The annual publication provides a unified platform to all the members of the
Institute and presents the Institute’s diverse prowess in arts and literary fields.
SRIJAN brings out arts blending with technology in innovative and creative
modes and patterns. In these, you can see the potential of successful engineers
and architects, who graduate from the Institute each year.

As builders of the nation, students have portrayed their best in the magazine. I
congratulate everyone who has been associated with the magazine. The
magazine compiles and complements every student’s intellectual journey. [ wish
the editorial board, the contributors and the readers a happy reading.

Senapathy (Kris) Gopalakrishnan
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, HAMIRPUR (H.F)-177005

Prol. Rajnish Shrivastava
Directar

Message

| feel extremely delighted to know that our Institute is about to release the 14"
edition of the annual Institute magazine, SRLIAN.

SRIJAN has always been a platform where the students may showcase their
talents and pen down things beyond imagination. Moreover, it has been
serving as an integral medium of expression of thoughts, ideas and
perspectives for everyone associated with the Institute, while at the same time
has been a wondrous reading delight. ;

The varied contributions in the magazine enable the readers to step out of
their comfort zones and glance at the world with a brand new perspective.
Furthermore, it highlights the fact that contributors’ bounds aren’t merely
limited to the technical aspects.

| extend my heartiest congratulations to all the contributors, including the

editorial board, for the sincere efforts they have put,in which has helped us to
release yet another commendable edition of SRUAN.
(1 ind

Rajnish Shrivastava




It is heartening to witness yet another successful release of the annual institute
magazine, SRIJAN. Over the years, National Institute of Technology has
welcomed young minds with dynamic thoughts and concrete ideas to come
forward and showcase their capabilities. Simultaneously, SRIJAN has been
serving as a medium of communication. It reflects that apart from widening
technical horizons, the institute ensures all round personality development of the

- individuals. I wish team SRIJAN and all the students of the institute success for
all their future endeavours.

Dr. Sushil Chauhan




It is a great privilege and honour to be associated with the annual college
magazine SRIJAN. Ever since its inception, ‘SRIJAN’ has provided students an
ample platform to express their views and exhibit their literary talents and
innovative skills, which in turn helps in the overall development and

empowerment of thoughts and actions.
I would humbly like to thank the director of NIT Hamirpur for his constant

support and encouragement while making the magazine reality. I also thank the
Dean, Head of Departments and other faculty members for their support and
guidance. On behalf of the entire editorial board, I thank the NITH family for
their contributions and help, all through the making of the SRIJAN 2014-15.

Dr. Yogesh Gupta
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Srijan isn’t just a magazine. It’s a thread that binds the
student’s community of NIT H. The other day, Dr. Kumar
Vijay Mishra (read his Fond Disclosures 7th) informed about
some seniors from early 1990s who wrote him back in 2007
(probably after reading his 2003’s issue) on his article. Such is
the power of written word, it connects people beyond time
and countries. There are more poets and writers on campus,
than you think there are. How do we know? Because there
have been unexpected number of people whose poems and
writing pieces we had the opportunity to look at and give
constructive feedback. Writing is deemed difficult not just
because of lack of trials or because of its structure, grammar
and functional quandaries, but because its use is preceded and
preferred by spoken language. “Why write when we can
speak!” Even then thoughts are only approximately converted
into spoken words; I'm sure we all have had such instances
(exams for example) where we find it abstruse to convert
what’s inside our heads into words in conversation, discourse or
casual exchange. Secondly, our third natural instinct (after
food and the evolutionary desire to reproduce) is story telling
through word of mouth and not pen. Poems, verses and many
stories have been passing down generations through sharing
sounds produced by tongue and vocal chords’ movements.
“Then why write!” People on campus ask me, or give in to
‘Why don’t you write?’ acquiescently. Here is my answer :
Because a word said to mein an interview :

“I’ve nothing to say, I’'m shy of my existence”

They say they want to go to their moms and dads:

Silence and silence. They say they could describe

Matter not love, for its imperfect, hence infinite.
They say : “If love was finite, we wouldn’t have been born”

They say they are the biggest sources of embarrassments
But also of affection. One said : “I’ve been spoken zillions of
times
But only when I’ll be written, shall | be given life”
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People write because after writing they feel the same
meditative state that one feels when they have scolded
someone after being irked at them. Because, in that moment,
nothing exists, mind is a blank slate. Words come out to
achieve silence. And they come out through us so that our
egomaniacal mind is tricked into believing that it has to write
something to honor its existence on the planet after it
vanishes. We write because its practice gives us the better
insights of terseness, of ourselves. We write to again read,
write and then inspire. We write to express (imagine a body less
mind which is very angry). We write because in between the
lines there is something elusive to play with, and not to find,
for what fun is in catching something that is just right there!
We write because we can’t think of what we don’t know and
when we do know why to think? We write because not writing
is notan option.

This year we let design of the magazine write us. The
unnamed, color theme of the magazine: “Tints and Shades of
Blue”, drove us into organization and compactness of the
prose, verses and poems that are to follow. Enough of the
Cricket World Cup, let us really bleed you blue now.

Chief Editor
Srijan 2014-2015

Arihant Verma Surbhi Chhabra

Saurabh Shakya

Ayushi Kumari Divya Saini




This year the magazine was not organized on the basis of literature but on a color concept.
This was totally a new experiment and | hope it is taken well by the readers and admirers of the art.
All this work would have never been done successfully without the help of my ‘Jangoos’, specially
third year who stayed awake nights. From 2nd year | have been a member of many clubs but Srijan
surpassed the work ethic to a whole new level, to a family. | minded my proprieties to give more
time to her than anything else. The excitement to write this, initially couldn’t exceed from my
wanting to leave writing and engage the printer’s designer to establish perfection links to our
design. But thankfully | could stick to the end! Working in a team helped us inculcate the art of
conflict resolution, which was a terrific skill to learn. It was my last year working for the college

magazine and surely was the best. ?;E:%’»

Design Head

This edition’s sheer size brings about a bounty of technical articles, a tessellation of images and
high hopes inspiring our audience to realize their real dreams through the career oriented surveys,
this time, catering to both the Hindi and English readers. We have tried to weave happy hues
throughout the magazine yet not leaving the melancholic and stoic ones. These four years of
college without the integral role played by the magazine would have never been the same. Being a
part of SRIJAN has taught me tremendous things, | came as petite innocent birds, learnt to conquer
as eagles, and leaving wise as owls. | have been a proud member of SRIJAN.

Though the novice may think that creating and releasing the magazine is no work at all, but |
would like to assure them, that this is not true. It's sheer hard word that has made sure that this
magazine is within your grasp today. Countless days, sleepless nights, full of editing and
proofreading, the ringing debate about each article going on and off, all this and much more have
gone into the making of this magazine. Wanting to get rid of my constantly ringing phone, that

insatiable desire to sleep, and trying not to forget when to eat, are just memories not. Happy

STl

memories that were gone with the days work!

English Editor
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1: AGH, from onteide. A girl is busy getting ready for her meeting with two senior
gradnates.

2. Scene: (Gate 1) A group of gisle ks sitting in front of the shope at Gate One when
Rajan and Deepak stroll in.

Deepak Euchh Khareedna toh nahin hai tnjhe, Rajan?, <wifh a smirk on his faces=
Bajan: 71!

Deepak: Humesha hi knchh khareedna hota tha tojhe yahan, hai na?

Bnjan: Hahaha, yaar vo din toh gaye ab.

3. Scene: (Mall Boad) They start walking forward, snicloering.

Rajan: Mall Road hai bhai, Yahaan aate hi thandi hawa chalnd shora ho jaati hail
Kaash meri jacket lene vali koi hoti tab

Despak. Haan bhai, tom toh bologe hil Humse puchho, Hd ko kitnd thand Lagt
hal.

Phone rings — both check their phones

Rajan: Haan bhad messages tab bid airf tombe hi aate bal
Deepak: haan bhai ab toh tom bologe bi, (Phone dekite inse.)
Message: kahan ho? I will be ready in 5 mins.

4. Scene: Ht vnder Meditation centre.
Deepak: Arre nohin, darsham kya kama? Aage balmt deviymm milengi!

5. Sceng: AGH from the road.

Eajan; Ye nayi hostel kyun ban ralhg hal yahan?

Deepak: Aabadi badh rahd had Iadiyon ki, yaarl

Rajan; ab joniors ke liye toh sahi bad, Vaise bhi abld tak girkboy ratlo kahin 1710 ka

hai shayad, swr kel elass me toh 1:50 ka.

Deepak: oye apne year ka yaad had? Bldnm royal mechanieal syl thi.

Rajan: hasn, vo kalse biml sakta lvn mal, Bechare toh cse ki classes attend kame
I__ g b A Mﬂkﬂmm
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6. (Scene: Just off the road from AGH.)
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9. Admin block.

Rajan: are vaah, sheeshe kn admin

Sakehi: Admin sagaya, sheeshe ke toh hai, par ye doors sirf director ke
ltye hal, smdents ke Hye vo saath vaala chotta darwaza hadl

Deepak: Emm, Confessions page I admin, vo pata chal gaya lomn hai'?
Rajan: vo toh kmbhi nahi mila, ganda hi banda tha vo.

Sakehi: yaar sir kahan khoe boe ho aapl! nescafe pe baithe logon ko
inadon band kearo abl

Rajan: oh isske opposite toh ye nayi building bhi ban gayi.

Sakshi: kaan vahan toh pure time constroction hi chala hota hai
Deepak: Tss Central block mein kyn hota hai anj-koal, Sakshi?

Sakshi: Satsang chalta hai, YES+ ka.

10, Electrical Department.
Deepak: Clihota sa hi fha yaar teea electrical, Rajan.
Sakshi: haan par 2aj dekho issme bl 1ift ke liye construction chaty hail
Rajan; kuch bii kaho, bifli phir bbi balnt thi isme!

Sakehi; Bijli nghin, sir, suppli wala department hai agpka,

11. Civil Dept.

Rajan: Tom log bada ban ke ghmmte the, kynn Deepalke? Cvil walon ki
zyada foo-faa?

Deepal:: Kyun na ho bhai? CSE saamme hai, Archi side mein. Hamari
ioh facnbly bhi akad mein ghomti hail Ganda hi department tha apna
Sakshi: kaan civil vaale koh jab dekho apne equipments ke saath
campus me ghoomite relwe hai

12. CSE
Sakshi: Mera department hai best! (pointing towards CSE)
Deepak: Hahahaa

......

dilhate bo.

17. Lectwre Hall, from back.

Rajan: Sabse irritating jagah aagayi campus ki, Deepak.
Har roz subha 8.30 am s¢ yahan par hi hote the.

Deepslz: Haan, yaar. Babwt nileala hal teachers ne bmme
vahaan se, kabhi class ke liye Late, kabhi baot karne ke liye,
kbl pen khatam ho jaata tha aor keabhi chewing gom
khasne ke live.

hai ve log.

Bajan: salkshi tn toh lifts ke hi peeche pad gayi
Sakshi- yaar sir ye log har department me lift bana rabe hai
o bolte hai ki sirf teachers allowed in them. Stodents ke
liye staies had,

18, Groond

Rajan: Hna maza toh foothall Ehelne mein nakin aata, jitna
baskethall anr volleyball defhne mein.
Sakehi: Kya? Kyun?

Ichetti hain, stupid. T abbi tak samyjhi nahin hai iss Rajan
ko?

Rajan: Tu iski baaten mat son, Sakshi. Aaja selfie

19, Dispensary

Deepal: Sakshi, dispensary ka kya haal hai?

Sakshi: Naam ki dispensary had, daval yalaan har beemard
i ek T miltl bad,

Rajan; Aiga hi raba hai hamesig g

20. Bridge
Sakshi: Doosrl taraf se chatte hain, vahian bandar hain

Rajan: Yahin se chal, tnm Iadkiyon ka itna dasr kyon lagta
hai?
Sakshi: Becawse darr saliko lagta hai, sir. Aap sirf ban ke
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f you have read aLR J ames’s sem1 autob10graph1ca1 cricket class1c “BeyondABoundary -aptly referred as a “cricketer’s blble —you
ery year of his fifty-nine; but the arm swung over gallantly, high and straight. T he wicket was slow, but a ball whipped hot from the

ggmpanylng juicy details 1ndeed requires an elephant smemory. Itis not an easy job.

b - A Drove of Disclaimers ’
, when the current Srljan editors asked me to travel down the memory lane, and write a picee descrlbrng exactly how the now well-
1own NITH publication was founded, I knew how to begin — gather all the details. The problem was rather where to begin. This.is
ibecause the story of Srijan’s foundations is not in'its first issue of 2003. It begins much earlier in 1999 with the founding of the college
li-magazme Prerna. With the advent of Internet, luckily all our communications get self-archived. In 1998, I made my first email
- account on USA.net (well, nobody remembers this website; they shot themselves in the.foot when they decided to charge fees for emails
ENIN 2001 =T hop'e they fired the executive who made this suggestion). At that time, there was no erfiail forwarding capability or unlimited
emall storage. I had to lose my usa.net emails (and, therefore, many communications.on Prerna) Consequently, I began using email
“addresses from multiple sites — lycos.com, excite.com, indiatimes.com, epatra.com, yahoo.com and rediffmail - so as not to exceed
.. space in one account. I have constructed the post-2001 story of Srijan from these emaﬂs (not all of;them exist today). As for Prerna, |

" would Justhave to rely on some grey cells.

-
f-

rijan editors initially allotted me two pages to write the complete story of Srijan. To compress four years in two pages would be akin to
atching Lord of the Rings trilogy as three 1-minute trailers. That’s hardly enjoyable and doesn’t do justice to every character in this

~“Therefore, with the consent of Srljan S edltors I have decided to write a multi-part story on Srijan’s genesis in this column;

L oy

0 0L ;:he details for the memoir 1S a matter of diligenc Il'mlght requlre hours of research but shouldn’t worry a writer of any

rsohal co "E‘quences The blggter devil that concerns any%'mer is the truth itself. One person’s truth can offend another person;

spe ia-lly m a society like India where people habitually substltute deferencefor candor. A memoir involves real people — in this case

ellow NITHians. It would also be a patent conceit to write a memoir without mentioning any names. I am, therefore, left with: no_

alternaﬁ\ie but to summon a few names and initials here. I hope my friends would sportingly treat their description here merely as a

heir much bigger and interesting life in Srijan’s story and net get offeﬂfied by so-to-say-any unflattering words. In case they do,
a oy o te 'Ii

j A o

o MY 7 Prerna — The First Release I A ¢

om Dr. Sumil’s morhing class of Applied Mathematics— I, heldin the Multi-Purpose Hall (MPH — weird how we never forget
'é' 1rst ahbreﬂatl and acronyms we learn in NITH) of the Admin Block. The helical stairway from the first floor (where MPH was
2 ; t in front of what used to be university cashier’s window. A wall separated the front-entrance of the Admin Block from

On a usual day, a small notlce board of Apphed Sciences and Humanltles department Would oceupy th1s wall. A

les poems draw1ngs and cartoons contrlbuted by students an faculty The central plece an editorial by a third-year
ishal Rana (VR) - labeled th1s well-put structure as the college Wall-magazine Prerna. He env1saged many future issues
port by -1 remember his words - “a parliament of patrons”. Impressive, so I thought. Rana’s “parliament of patrons” was very
3-,:11} the form of only first-year students who had paused for a momentary view of this non quotidian’ spgb’tacle but all of them
quic klymspe ed at the ring of'bell for the next lecture. In the evening, I wentback to MPH to read the wall-magazine. As a literature-
over, | fo nd?ffery reassuring to land in an institute that seemingly had a literature club. Little did  know, as a freshman, that NITH was
{;;Stcphens College (which actually has an active Shakespearean-Society). During the following days or weeks, I never saw a
2 e'ht stopplng b‘y andreadlng the wall-magazine. For the rest of the semester, we didn’t see any second issue of Prernd. It was

; I-"' . ; ,<_._ - W

S ,', h me iing. Pardon the intentional condescensmn but the NITH Enghs Ol“H‘lndl Clubs were not literary clubs. They didn’t
: encﬁm ge and foster study or - . T el
: o 2

- d . -~
_NOW COMES THE EASY PART A R i *

(] ey

L

' mh in thefirst over, and second slip took a neat catch.” Fine prose but finer still is James’s recollec‘uo,n Writing a memoir with all its .

1

o

e r'nornlngs of’ the fall semester of 1999. I' had spent only afew first months-at NITH (then, RECH) campus. [ was *

o
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" understanding of 11terature in resplectwe languages Enghsh Club was really a one-trick pony, more aptly a K‘umbhkarana that will come

‘alive only during Hill ‘Ffair andthen go back to an annual stubborn slumber (in case some of you froth and frown, yours truly has been

oone of the past English Club conveners himself). I, therefore, thought the Book Club would be a runaway success: .

fl decided'to attend the firs Club meeting with another of my interested ECE classmates, N Chetan (NC).:-When we reached the

“meeting venue, it looked Ii ¢ meeting was already over. VR and ST were conversing outside the Admin block, and they seemed

pleasantly surprised at our attendance. Apparently, the four of us were the only other folks who showed up. VR recognized me as a winner
of the “freSher’s quiz”, and asked me to walk with him to Dhauladhar Boys Hostel (DBH). He expressed disappointment at the general
lack of passion for literature in the campus. I asked him why he has not published any other issues of Prerna. He regretted that there has
been paucity in contributions, as students tend to participate in only those activities where they expect to get a participation certificate.
His wall magazine offered no such benefits. He quoted ST Coleridge, describing Prerna as an albatross around his neck - he coined the
idea of the wall magazine but now he had to begin preparing for career exams. He told me to take it forward. I found the idea preposterous
—here is a third-year student asking a first-year student to take the reins of a student wall-magazine. But Ranamade his logic clear: Prerna
was a non-entity for the most, so.it should be casy to take ownership of something that has zero value. VR asked me to chew on these
thoughts: We would meet occasionally and exchange our views for the rest of the semester. I felt a spiritual connectlon with Prerna. It
seemed like an orphan beckoning me for adoption.

A Lie Leads to Literature
During spring semester, T took Dr. Thakur’s class. Our class section proposed holding group discussions — a la the dead Book Club —
during the tutorial sessions, She enthusiastically agreed. Our faux Book Club actually had surprisingly decent attendance (perhaps
because it was treated as part of a course!). During one of my conversations with Dr. Thakur, I asked her why we don’t have a college
magazine, and if my section of ECE could put together a second issue of Prerna. She always had a vegy charming way of expressing an
agreement. She t e if we start and continue it, the magazine could actually become areality. This advice is no different than what you
heard in the 1989 movie Field of Dreams: Build it and they will come! And build it, we did!

My first job was to engage in a benign deception: let my classmates think that the issue of Prerna is something they are doing as a part of
coursework. I'fold them exactly this!'1t has been fifteen years; | am sure they would not hold this lie against me! I didn’t want Prernato be
overwhelmed by the Anglican coterie, and besides, we had a darn great talent in Hindi as well. I requested NC to become the “editor of the
English section’ (there was no such office; I just madeit up). Thereafter, I approached another of my ECE classmates Surya Bir Singh
(SBS) to take over the “‘Hindi section”. After a troika of editors was confirmed, I began approaching other classmates who were initially
reluctant to participate: my friend Om Kant Shukla (OKS) as anothereditor for Hindi section, and Mascarenhas Rio David (MRD) for the
English. I decided to remain in both English and Hindi sections due to my bilingual interests and proficiency: Voila! We had an editorial
board!

The first editorial board of Prerna, therefore, comprised almost exclusively of ECE first year students. Having told other students that
this was an official editorial board, I could not have asked for their monetary contributions for Prerna’s stationery — drawing sheets,
sketch pens, glue, tapes etc. It seems very paltry today. But consider how many first-year students would be willing to spend money sent
by their parents on this apparently foolish fantasy than pay their tuition fees? Not many, as one NITHian once jokingly told me that, in
first year, even 50-paise are dearer. A deception comes at a cost. For all future issues of Prerna, I took the responsibility of all expenses out
of my pocket.

Unlike VR, 1 didn’t worry about the contributions. As I advise old and new Srijan editors now: when faced with a prospect of lack of
contributions, simply take all good writers in the editorial board. I knew that most of the contributiong for our Prerna had to come from
the editorial board. And boy, was I lucky to land in a group of good writers? Yes, sire!

[ can’texplain the excitement we all had putting together the first issue of our Prerna. We constructed the wall magazine poster secretly in
my'rQom in Kailash Boys Hostel (KBH), went to MPH late night in February 2000 to put the magazine on the walland then quietly waited
for reactions of other students in the morning. The next day, I had butterflies-in-the-stomach as I saw other students glued to the second
issue of Prerna. We would go on publishing five more issues during that semester with the contributions from many other students. Build
itandthey will come—Dr. Thakur was right!

Prernawasnolonger a succes d'estime — it was worth solid stock now. Now came the easy part of continuing it for subsequent years.

To be continued ... In next issue: How Prerna’s popularity became a center of conflict over a controversial website proposal? What
happened when a short-lived campus newspaper Pappartizzi called me “a tyrant sitting at the top” in my role as Srijan 5 chief editor?
How Prerna inspired another spin-off, Vichaar? .
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“For me, he is still alive...”
A dialogue with a brave-heart,

proud father of a gallant son.
~Interviewed by Chirag Tyagi and Priya Vashishth

Some chronicles stay unwritten,

Several deeds go unsung,

Many psalms fade unheard, Retd. Lt. Col. J.K. Sharma
Father of Capt. Mridul Sharma

And our Heroes remain unremembered.
Q. What would you like us to know about our hero and his early life?
A. Born on January 24, 1978, Capt. Mridul Sharma was brought up in his native village, Ser, Teh. Bhoranj. He lived with his
mother for most of the time for | had been posted in the operational areas of Chhamb, J&K, at the time of his birth. When he
was a year-and-a-half old, he and his mother had the permission to stay in the field area, ahead of Akhnoor, with me. Then, we
moved to Bakloh Cantonment town, Chamba. He studied in KV Hamirpur, after | was transferred to Mizoram. Thus, my
association with him had been minimal. Moving to Jalandhar through Arunachal, the family stayed there as well, where he
joined KV, Jalandhar. He enjoyed cycling through the cantonment area in the evenings. From there on, we stayed in
Hamirpur, here itself.

Q. Can you share some memories of him being a child?

A. Owing to my deployment, | couldn’t see him growing up. | can recollect just a few memories. When he was a toddler, every
day after getting ready with tucked in half sleeves T-shirt and shorts, he used to bring my father his cane so as to drop a hint to
take him for a walk. He was very fond of watching birds, even as a year old kid. Another memory of his childhood that |
remember is when he used to enjoy sitting in the backyard, with his legs dipped in the water tank. | brought him some 25
rabbits he used to enjoy playing with, while we were living in Maharaja of Chamba’s home for royal hunts. Once, while strolling
down the fields, he said to me very innocently, “Daddy, mereko ye gehun chhed rahi hai”, meaning that the wheat plants are
teasing me. This is what | remember of his childhood.

Q. How did he like his academics? What on his participation in extra-curricular activities?

A. | would say that Capt. Mridul Sharma never wasted a day of his life. He was extremely hard-working, studious and serious
by nature. After his schooling from KV, he did his course of B.Sc. in computers from GDC, Hamirpur. He was excellent in
academics. His handwritten notes of during the training are still lying here. An expert in computers, still better than his own
instructors. Even when he did not have the result of his degree in his hands, he had been selected in IMA, which he joined in
1997. He used to participate in the little extra-curricular activities of the institute. Moreover, in the army, it is a compulsion to
choose one sport and so did he.

Q. What led him to join the Air Defense?
A. His immediate instructor, from the Air Defense, was very fond of him. Consequently, the former sought him to come to his
regiment. So he went to the same where he was commissioned in the highest unit of Air Defense.

Q. What about his courses during his service?

A. According to the tradition of the army, one has to stay with the jawans and follow the same routine as they do, no matter
what post or what field you obtain. Following the Young Officers course from Gopalpur, Orissa, he did an Adventure Course
from Bhuj, Gujarat. For getting through in the academy, one has to pass the swimming test as well. Capt. Mridul became good
in swimming, which he learned in less than a week, missing a family trip to Garhwal. Next was the course for the Company
Commander. He led a very busy life.

Q. As you told, you stayed away from home for most part of his childhood. So, how was the bond between the both of
you?

A. As there were no telephones or mobile phones available then, the only bond was through the letters exchanged or the little
time | could be home for little vacations that | had while serving in the army. That was the only possible bond.

Q. What was your contribution in his joining the defense forces?
A. | came to know that he was going for the defense forces while | was deployed. Realizing that there was no one to guide him,
myself uncertain of the amount required, | sent him a sum of Rs 5000. This was the only contribution on my part.

Q. Whatis the one thing about him that you like the most?
A. | wanted him to become a successful soldier. (And he did, indeed, become one.)

Q. How did you feel while sending him to the border areas from home?

A. Being an army man myself, it seemed a routine to come to home for a few days in the year and return. So, it wasn’t the case
that | would think twice before sending him to his work field. | remember seeing him off at the bus stand. Being a soldier, self-
contained, he used to put on his backpack, get on the bus and leave.



Q. What were the activities going on in the border areas on the New Year’s Eve?

A. He was out on a Search and Destroy mission along with his troops with all the provisions like bullet proof jackets, artillery
etc. They investigated the area as there had been some information regarding the possibility of militants residing in a few
Dhoks (isolated houses). The next we know is that firing started in the region. With the advantage of altitude, one of them burst
fired on Capt. Mridul. The bullets hit him at the point between the collar bone and shoulder blades (one of the most vulnerable
points even with a bullet proof jacket on) and penetrated his heart straight-away. Another burst of bullets pierced his
liver/kidney. This led to a large amount of internal bleeding. Thus, he achieved martyrdom on 0130h, January 1, 2004.

Q. In context to the 1st January, 2004, what would you like to tell us?

A. | was posted at Yol, near Dharamshala during that time. My Subedar had received a telephonic message, who came to me
along with a Havaldar around 5 a.m. in the morn-ing. | was of the mind that they had come to wish the New Year. After
remaining silent for long, they informed me. | called up the required people through my channel, who asked me to leave
immediately. So, | drove down to this place in my car right away, whereas his body arrived a day later. Being an army officer, |
was well prepared for the situation. It was more of a proud moment that he had sacrificed his life for a cause like this.

Q. How difficult was it for you to console the family members?

A. Being an army officer, | would say that sentiments remain in the heart. It doesn’t take a few days or months, but several
years to reconcile. As thoughts echo in you, it depends upon you how you control it. To add to it, if you lose your faith, it turns
out to be hard for the rest of the family. | never let the family members break. On my part, | am still struggling. Whatever
sentiments are, are at a standstill inside me. Well, as they say, ‘Time is the greatest healer’. With the passage of time, you
learn to reconcile. For me, he is still alive.

Q. What about the final tribute that was paid to him here itself?

A. The body was brought here in the national-flag-draped casket around 11 am the next day. Several parties of officers came;
including one from Jalandhar, as J&K falls under the Western Command. The officers and jawans from his unitin Jhansi came
in. My colleague, a Colonel practicing re-employment, received the body in Mataul and brought him here. On the day of
cremation, a holiday was declared and the traffic was brought to a halt, taken care of by the DSP and related staff. All the
highways and freeways up to the Hathlikhad crematorium were blocked by the civilians. Hence, the tribute was paid as per the
modus operandi by the military forces. (As per defenceforumindia.com, ‘Jawans of the Army and the Hamirpur police
reversed their arms and fired shots in the air before the pyre wasllit.”)

Q. Would you like to tell us about the awards that he received?
A. He received Sena Medal for gallantry for his contribution. (Sena Medal as per Wikipedia: "for such individual acts of
exceptional devotion to duty or courage as have special significance for the Army.")

Q. Apart from the park and the chowk, what other souvenirs persist in his name?

A. Well, the park was an initiative by the local inhabitants while the chowk was taken up by the State govt. There are various
memorials in his name. The first one is where his unit is positioned. Also, a market has been named after him in Ryasi, ahead
of Vaishno Devi Temple, J&K. Needless to mention, his name is engraved in Srinagar along with the others’ who laid down
themselves for the nation.

Q. Do you wish for any more recognition for him?

A. It's a pity how the politicians turn a deaf ear to all the appeals even for our valiant sons’ remembrance. | wanted that an
educational institute should be named after him, which had been promised to me by the then-CM. Today, even after 11 years
of his sacrifice, the file sits lined up on his table waiting to be signed.

Q. Even after losing a son, what message would you want to give to the youth of the country about joining the
forces?

A. First things first, a person’s aimin his life is his career and the advancement thereafter. Saying this, the job as an army chap
is a highly regarded one that is of responsibility and reliability. Moreover, the army looks after you. It provides you with a Class |
gazetted, commissioned status and much advancement for example from a sipahi to an honorary captain. It is thus a good
career option.

Q. Can we have some anecdotes from your theatre of war?

A. There is this yarn in my heart in which many lives were saved. Once while | was posted in Lanka, my mortar was ready in a
clash against the LTTE terrorists who had attacked my company the same day. Without any observation posts ahead of me,
as | was about to take the shoot, it struck to me that the mortar being an area weapon could cause devastation - take lives of
the innocent populace. Consequently, | dropped the idea.

Q. What message would you want to give to the students of NIT?

A. I would say that whatever stream you choose, dedicate yourself to the best of your skills. You get a life just once. Own it and
make it a success. Get inspiration from personnel like Dr Abdul Kalam who remains modest enough to possess a two-room
abode in Madras even after being the President of a realm like this. Achieve something for yourself and then help others to do
the same.
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The ‘though Bf'bringing a change in the world is loved by many of us. But do we really take measures towards_‘
bringing the desired '‘change'? Also, ponder the ‘world' mentioned in the saying. The whole world has a population o
about 73 billion and counting. Bringing about a change in the aforementioned world looks doable only if each one of
the populace starts taking little steps that they can instead of sitting casually and cursing the stagnant situations. In
plain words, it seems possible only if all of us work to change ourselves and our little deeds that might contribute to
the globe insome way or the other.

Aline seems to be added to the above design under the name PAHAL FOR INDIA, anon- proﬁt campaign established
at NIT Hamirpur. This crusade is parallel to 'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, a national campaign by the Government of
India, covering 4041 statutory towns, to clean the streets, roads and infrastructure of the country. The latter was
officially launched on 2 October 2014 by the Prime Minister NarendraModi. Pahal for India works to make it a

mass movement and contribute to it effectively.

The Director, Professor RajlrushShnvastava who also plays the role of the Chief Patron for the
mission, 1naugurated the same on 30th of January, 2015 as the Chief Guest for the

~ occasion. He praised the founder Mr. YajanChaudhary, a student. -in i?;

Department of Architecture, and his team for taking the first steps towards
vision of a clean India. Dr. A. S. Singha, Dr. Minakshi Jain, Patron, Pahal and Dr.
Anoop Kumar and Dr. LP. Singh, Faculty Co Coordinators, were also present at the
inauguralceremony. "
The team has also provided a.road map to help transform the vision into
actuahty" Out of the many, the ing plans caught the thought and
consideration of everyone present at the formal procedure.
PoornSwachhta - Mess kitchen and Hostélpockets cleanliness
The PAHAL team will ensure that all the messes in each hostel should be provided
clean caps and gloves for mess workers to be worn while preparing and serving the
food. The hostel pockets will be also be a major.focus in the cleanhness drive to
achievé total Swachhta,
: - ShochalyaSudridta - Sanitation FlTSt et

The team will try - to make he famous statement glven by our honorable Prime Minister* eShochalya
~ fir Devalaya” a reality by g the” sanitation facilities in the campus. The squad.is looking forward to

- continue th1s Pahal*‘f'or S schoo]s of Himachal Pradesh W1th the Y inistration, NIT Hamirpur. -

& . herespon31b111ty toteach. ' ; :
The Paha team ' r ‘responsit 111ty lteracy missionPrayas about the importance of
cleanhnes's and civic his willbe one by conducting interactive sessions with the students and their families.
Samman - Recogmtlon of sweepers
It is necessary to ignite the feeling of dignity among the sweepers to ensure that they are also as attached to the
clean’nnesspr e are. The PAHAL team is gomg to recognize the works of the sweepers by felicitating the
_'best worker' in each hostel and department.
Gaanv-GaanvSwachhta -Adoption of Neighbouring Village Brahmani
The PAHAL Team will adopt the above mentioned village in order to bring responsiveness among the
people of the village about cleanliness and. sanltatlon thus, helping them to achieve entire Swach
hta inthe village. = :
Health Camps - Free Health Check-up Camps |, =
PAHAL Team is collaborating with various NGOs to conduct completely free health
check-up camps for the members of the NITH famlly They are also looking forward
to conducting this act1v1ty in the town so that maximum people can beneﬁt from the
camps. ’
Ecologlcal Swachhta - Plantatlon in NIT Hamirpur .
Pahal Team will also contribute towards the plantation within the campus as Well
as in the neighbouring surroundings in order to achieve the ecological swachhta.
Campus Swachhta Hike - Commitment to Cleanliness
Pahal team will be conducting Regular Swachhta Hikes in campus not just to
get the ugly spots fixed by the volunteers but also to motivate others not to
litter. This step will also send the message "If we can, you can...So, Let's
contribute together to make India clean”.
Besides the above mentioned, many other plans have been proposed to make the mission a
success taking in account the disposal of leftovers in the hostel messes, 1nnovat1ve and low cost
dustbins etc. .
This campaign is deﬁnltely startlng to be a source of 1nsp1ratlon to other renowned 1nst1tutlons of the country. It
is appreciable that it is receiving _abw]u&e'eeoperatmn from the people outside the campus as well as some of
the NGOs. SR e e
To conclude, it is not amission of a slngle human an 1nst1tutlon ora state instead it is the mission of all the
countrymen for a better country to hve in. -
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‘It’s not about ideas. It’s about making ideas happen.’ And it
is only when the latter is done, that we are able to craft, create
and innovate. Yes, Innovate! Lexically, to innovate is to make
changes in something established, by introducing new
methods, ideas, or products. Some ideas even lead to the
innovation of products that the consumer didn’t even know
they needed. To provide a platform to such ideas and
innovations, an exhibition under the RuTAG Centre, IITD
was held on 12th and 13th of August, 2014 at NIT Hamirpur,
Himachal Pradesh. The “Exhibition of Innovations” was
accomplished with the support from the National
Innvovation Foundation, Ahmedabad, which is an
autonomous body under the department of Science and
Technology, Government of India.
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-4!) ~ j;';._’ﬂ, Rl s A P RSN AR e st % The exhibition was inaugurated by Professor Rajnish
Fla o4 o n*al‘,!_;_..* - ! L-]]'s*.ﬁ' L[c_- Mr e % .'“;3. . Shrivastava, Director, NIT Hamirpur. The purpose of the
154 R 071" exhibition was to help in dissipating knowledge related to the
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< r': {iﬁjtﬁ* " '.ti",%'.-‘,\"-' é:ﬁi ~%'  process of innovation to students of the institute. RuTag
e 4 el };E:-"_"ibff - (Rural Technology Action Group), with its centre at IIT

*:1&"?& O .,_! | Delhi, is a mission aiming ‘to upgrade rural systems to the
P, ‘g i! N I‘ most effective levels for boosting the rural economy.” On
ﬂ,; ol a’l similar grounds, various products relating to the rural

L7 8 structure were displayed in the exhibition. Following

catalogs a few of them:

* Engine Performance Enhancer Kit: An easily attachable kit
for 4 stroke engines to increase mileage without
compromising power. The kit is fitted in the inlet manifold
line between carburetor and inlet valve.

* High Voltage Protection Device: The protector cut the
output electric supply whenever it gets hazardous voltage
and supplies the normal voltage automatically when the input
voltage becomes normal

* Portable Energy Efficient Wood Stove: A double-
chambered efficient portable stove that can use coconut shell
or wood as fuel. A secondary combustion chamber has been
incorporated to burn the un-burnt biomass and hydrocarbons
that escape with smoke.

* Tree Climber : A non-risky multi tree climber equipment -
suitable for climbing coconut, palm, teak, rubber, silver oak i
and similar trees '

* Bamboo Splint Making Machine : A manual operated
machine which can slice bamboo strips as well as convert the
strips into (incense) sticks, without the need to use tedious
and risky knives or the electricity operated high capacity
machines




Many more products like Paddy Husk Stove, Cotton Wick

Making Machine, Solar Mosquito Destroyer, Sugarcane Bud

Chipper, Stencil Cutter, Modified Kerosene Stove and others
were exhibited. The other organizations that took part in the
exhibition were Appropriate Technology Research,
Development and Promotion Centre (ATC), Sundernagar,
CSK Himachal Pradesh Agricultural University, Palampur
and Central Institute of Post-Harvest Engineering and
Technology (CPHET), Ludhiana.




NIT-H ON SociaL Media

Social media, perhaps arespite fromthe harsh realities of life during its initial stages of popularity, has now become another world unto
itself. Today, it is impossible to speak of modern liberty without calling to mind social media. And because social media, giving us a
completely new avatar, allows us to do things hithertoimpossible, it becomes the very engine of liberation.

Social Media presents us with the various apparitions of human souls, presented as a collection of parts: lists of friends, likes, interests,
groups, articles, locations, moods, reactions, pictures, updates.

The community of tl;e'ln‘teweé-w spiritual as the communion of saints once was. Through social networking we receive not
prayers and gracesbut limks and likes:Signed off from your account, you are often unaccounted for.

The;iv'aiigp of eVery socially awkvx?d college student, what has this medium of liberation brought to NIT-H? An exploration:

The Roaring Success of NITH Confessions Page on Facebook

Whéq: started as @another atte 'ptl at a confessions page, became the college’s most talked about affair last year. It was so popular
because ofanumber of reasons thathit usall on the head and heart. Here are some:

1. Becausethe Admin’s remarks gotyourolling on the floor!
#1814 Y
| eaIlyjeanu§ of myfriendbecause he has so many female friends even though heis bald.
d Remarks: Uski Khopdi Bfanjar hai.....Dil Hara-Bhara hai
162 = _,J'l y. ¥ a¥ .
Glys!!please don't wax yeur chest hair... mardani ki nishanirakho kuch to......eeks.... e 1}1
Admin Remarks: Bilkul!!! Apun Bhi Anil Kapoor Banega |
Kya Munna 'Ekdum Jhakkas'
#1441
Thatawesome moment whenu getachance to kick the bday boy on his bday even whom u hated d most.
Admin Remarks: Ek Launda May mein Kutte ki Tarah Pitega mujhse

2. Someposts Mirrored our Souls
#906
From Outside | carry myself all classy, but I love dancing to typical bollywood songs. It is embarrassing.
#girla
Admin Remarks: Who Doesn't Madam Ji!!! Hum chahe jitne modern ban le, Dil se to rahenge apne Bollywood wale. ;) Fest pe
achche achche fudakte haiun Gano pe
#690
what will it take to eradicate the idea of calling our seniors "sir & ma'am' no one does that anymore. outsiderslaughatour college
forthis trend. It’s time that we at NITH realize that respect from juniors needs to be earned and not forced.
Admin Remarks: Bas Ego ko hatalo,Thodi sisensibility Chahiye

3. Because of the Mystery that the Admin was, and still continues to be!

#474

hey adminJI, aap purush nhimahapurush ho.....aapke vichaar dhanya....main aur meri friend aapkivichaardhaara se poornaroop se
sammohit ho chuki hain.....kripya hum dono ko apna lijiye.....hum dono aapko share karne ke liye bhi ready hain...plz
nnaaaaaa....... maaan jaiye naaaaa....... 3

. . . . . . i ) - L'_‘---.---\--
Admin Remarks: Hahaha now thisis getting more interesting o o i g
Hey balike ye meri sammohanvidyaa ka nahi, ;) tumhare masoom dilo ka dosh hai®@ “ !
Might be a guy also, but likhamast hai J
#1831

admin atleast now reveal youridentity..?
Admin Remarks: Patience!!! Very Soon

4. Becausemore oftenthannot, Admin surprised us with his philosophy ;
laminlove with aboy for past 2 years. | am a bit unattractive as compared to him, he is verymuch friendly with other girls bt my love
fr him has nt changed in these years. We are gud frnds bt in dnt thnk he loves me. I knw thisistrue love, bt i dnt knew what to do. |
dream abut him day and night.plz help
Admin Remarks: One sided love is simply not a good thing and | know it's easier to say 'move on' than it is actually do so, especially
atan age when emotions and hormones are skyrocketing. So, instead, | advise you to work on yourself to win him over. Iflooks are
an issue, make up for it by developing your personality, be charming, groom yourself, be a class topper, be the girl who gets the
bestjob, the best salary. Make him raise his eyebrows and wish you were his as much as you wish he was yours.
P.S.Youare very beautiful, because you have this beautiful little heart. ZNow go.and see yourself in mirror....You'll feel Better!!

The Srijan Online Polls

There is no better way today to get to know the psych of the generation X than social media. Here are the results of some polls
organized on the magazine’s website: srijan-nith.com

Poll 1: Sir/ Ma’am Culture
vizziee: Itis very heartening to see NITHians freely exchanging their views on thisissue. That's what democracy, freedom of speech
and personal freedoms are about (things we take for granted; oh well, just ask the persecuted citizens of communist empires or
Middle East). However, some reactions are, to say the least, appalling. Comparison of professional life (seniors, colleagues etc.)
with personal (parents, uncles) is, should | say, a strawman (a logical fallacy). We should learn to separate the two and embrace
openness of ideas. To be tolerant to otherviewpaointsis a virtue that our country has a proud heritage of. Please encourage healthy
and substantive discussionontheseissues.
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narendraj9: Personally, | don't like it. | ask people to stop doing it. But it is definitely is a chor(e that people make. But we should getthe

standards straight as to whatis cooland whatis not.

Poll 2: Renovations in Campus

Shrayansh Singh: Every autonomous institute receives its own share of funds for infrastructure maintenance and this being an institute
of national importance, receives a better share of the same though the utilization of thestipulated budget hasbeen varyingin the past.
Though a small amount of money is spent every year in rejuvenating our campus (as se ed by thefreshers) yet thework has been
done in a not so appreciating manner. But this does not imply that no work has been in the past. So eveniif it had not been the
President this time, the renovation work would still be on the plans yet | am not sure of the magnitude and quality of the same!

uora -J
1.  Whatisthe craziest story you have heard from NIT Hamirpur? \"

a) It was in February 2012, when one of my friends at hostel got really unwell. So, around 2 am we called an ambulance and had to
take her to the hospital in town. While coming back, we actually saw a leopard trying t cI|mb a tree on the side of the road, 500m
fromthe campus. <

b) Some seniors once told me that the entire campus is made ona CEMETERY (Kabristan). f-""'

¢)l have seenafoxnear OAT last year during Hill’ffairaround 1am. It rushed into the jungle as soon as | saw it.

d) Inthe C-Block of KBH you can catch a Bluetooth signal all the time near oneroom and it has been there that for past 3-4 years.

e)The CSE-2015 batch made a lecturer dance in front of the whole class just for fun. They have done alot of ‘so-called’ daring things.
2. Which one thing is most difficult to do at NIT Hamirpur?

I've many'ones'

a) Getting a girl

b) Getting core companies, or for that matter any new company, visit campus

c) Getting teachers to know students better

d) Getting transcripts done on time

e) Makingit up intime for the first class even after getting ready half an hour early (including break

f)Not see amovie or episode of serials or sitcoms everyday

g) Getting audience fortwo clashing events.

h) Getting first year people out of theirrooms for general house.

i) Be able to tellateacherthat oneis not getting anything of what he/sheis 'trying' to explain.

j)Notfallasleepinmost of the lectures.

k) Get Xerox out of the photostat shop at exams time

I)Bunk after 25%

3. Whatare some of the things that a freshman needs to know when they enter into NIT Hamirpur?

a) It's not the end of the world that you didn't get into an IIT or IlIT. It's time we really start devaluing the over hyping of these
institutes. Takeit as a challenge torise up to meet your expectations that stand out of your comfort zone.

b) You have to interact with the seniors. Otherwise, there will be no alumni network, and with no alumni network, your batch will
sufferin the campus placements, or for that matter, many valuable advices that could have come your way and saved you a big deal
of time, effort, and in many cases money.

¢) Ask doubts in the classes at the first instance that you get. If you don't get that instances, interrupt the class and the teacher and
ask the doubt anyway, disregarding the possible beliefs that - o "_\b’-""’- -~
1. It might turn out to be an utterly foolish doubt. R 3} O \QJ
2. Thatyouwould clearit out on your own. . v
3.Itisnot worth asking.
d) Go ahead with a wild and innovative idea that hits you. 4
e)Roamaround Himachal! If you don't do this, you have not lived up to the worth of being a NITHian
f)Read Research Papers, right from the first year. Read one a week, that's more than enough. W ‘
g) Sing, Dance, Act, Paint, join clubs. k y
h)Walk early at least on one weekend. Sunrises (more than sunsets) are to die for, especially inwinters >
i) If youwant transcripts of your grade sheets fast, you have to be early in requesting for theminthe accounts department.

j)Yes, it's good to look forinternships after firstand second year.
k) You have to pick upa MOOCand start doing it. It's the new cult to learn things from the exp@free
L

5 4

4. National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur: Do we need afootball coach in NITH?

Not only we need a Football coach, but we also need a Cricket Coach, a Volleyball coach, a Tennis Coach, a Basket Ball coach and the
listcango onand on. Hell, | wantan e-gaming coach as well.

5. Whatisitlike to study atauniversity/college located in the hills in the midst of a forest?

#1: Travelling : In hills, one has to travel through round and curvy roads to reach to college and for going back to home. The hill roads
make the best part of the journey. Norailways, No airports.

#2: Small town: Almost all hill stations are small towns. You don't get many places to go out for partying. No Dominos/ Mcds/ KFC etc.
No good pubs. Not even goodrestaurants.

#3. Climate: In hills you get the clean environment and amazing scenic views. Summer is mild. Monsoon is awesome. Winter is
chilling. Springis green. Floating clouds are common. You will always love the climate.

#4. Walking: We were not allowed to keep bikes or any vehicles. People don't ride bicycles in hills because of slopes. So we all had to
walkin campus.

#5 Calmness: Hill stations always make it to top when it comes to the calm.
The most informative answer on Quora: http://bit.ly/1bxOSVc
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Five and a Half Minutes 1in
the Life of a Lead Guitarist

| plugged in my guitar and gently kept pushing the pedal forward until | could hear myself on the amp. | took a deep breath and
raised my head to look at the crowd. There were so many people, so many unknown faces, hundreds, no thousands (at least a
couple), that one may easily get overwhelmed. | was about to get lost in my thoughts when | heard some familiar voices ; my
friends were cheering for me, shouting at the top of their voices. No sooner did | hear their voices, than a smile ran across my face.
Itamused me how one could possibly scream so loud. | was traversing through all of my friends and with each familiar face my smile
kept incrementing. And then in the front row, | saw my best friend sitting beside the girl | liked. He was shouting at the top of his
voice, trying to get my attention and pointing towards her. “This guy is crazy, as if it wasn't tough enough already, playing in front of
so many people”, | thought but then | remembered his dialogue,“Mai pagal nhi hun, mera dimag kharab hai (I'm not crazy, it's just
that my brain has a few screws lose.” | had a quick peek at her and quickly looked away, trying to think of something else.

| turned around to check with everyone on stage. Ashish was already set and gave me a thumbs up, as if telling me to rock with
all my might. On the far left corner of the stage Tyagi was doing some final adjustments on his keyboard. Nikhil also seemed all set
up and was gazing at the ocean of people in the front. | had a look at Zubba; he was grinning and had that always funny look on his
face. He was just done setting up the high hat. Veda and Sahil were in the center, holding their mikes. Murli, standing beside me,
was almost done tuning up his guitar. It was a great honor performing with these great musicians, they always make me push
myself over the limit. Zubba gave the cue, “Tonight is gonna be great,” | thought and started with the 'Dance of Death'. The band
kicked in and I could feel myself move with the rhythm. We were all in perfect sync. It felt great. We had practised hard to perfect
playing guitars in harmony. To be able to play for five minutes on stage, you've to practice five hours a day. We had spent many
sleepless nights jamming and it was so awesome that finally everything was paying off great. Hill 'ffair practices are the best time for
us. Infact practices are better than the Hill ‘ffair itself, which gets over so soon. We would impatiently wait for the classes to get over
so we could start with our jamming sessions. Attending classes takes a second priority during extensions. | remember once, we
were there from 5 PM in the evening to 5 AM of the next morning and Murli was still eager to go on. Actually, the most productive
time, when we would work out our parts and add some more, was after 11 PM when the girls left; along with the boys who followed
themtothelecture hall. There was no distraction then.

It was the cold month of November, people were covered in layers of clothing and here | was just in a tee and jeans. But it still
felt as if my body was on fire. | was sweating. Playing live, dealing with the sound are entirely new issues. You don't have the luxury
of hearing what it sounds like, outside to the audience. | could only hear the drum beats and bass from the side fills. It's enough to
keep one in tempo but one mistake, one wrong note could lead to fatal consequences. It might even throw someone else off
rhythm.

The song was progressing well. People seemed to be enjoying and connecting well. | mustered some courage to look at the
faculty members who were occupying the VIP seats. They seemed awestruck, having a grave expression on their faces. | turned
away.

My guitar solo was approaching. | could feel my heart beat increase rapidly. | held my breath. My entire focus was on those 22
frets and 6 strings. My fingers took a life of their own, moving from one note to another as | was picking, bending, sweeping and
doing some legato. | could feel the strings push against my skin from the adrenaline rush. Time seems to slow down, in such intense
situations and it feels awesome. Before you know it, those five minutes are over!

What about the other half minutes? | don't speak much, playing guitar helps me express myself. It's my medicine, it's my
passion, it's a way for me to express myself, it's a way to connect with my emotions, it's a way to take out that frustration, that anger
orsimply pass time and relax. Musicis a powerful form of emotion and it has the power to connect souls even without words.

In the end, as Slash says,“Guitar is the best form of self-expression | know. Everything else, I'm just sort of tripping around
trying to figure my way through life

I”
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ISLAMOPHOBIA

y other evening after classes, sipping coffee with friends and laughing at pretty much anything, suddenly out of the
them says “Hey, before | met you | thought all Muslims were dangerous but you are as nice and normal as rest of us!”
e other one says “What if he is a normal guy and then he starts shooting?” After | grasped what had just happened, |
o myself “Oh, solam a terrorist now?”
[l that's the story of how every person who follows Islam is pictured as these days. | wouldn't blame our community to
like that; all thanks to the fall of twin towers and then the mighty Americans unleashing their furry on the entire Middle
ast. It'slike an el classico only in this case actual people are killed. What do you thinkis going to happenif you give adrunk man a
carandtell him to drive across the city? Exactly, people are going to die including the drunk man. Well that's what happens when
you give some really powerful explosives and rifles to people who are brain washed to kill and only kill in the name of a religion.
It's like telling a lie so many times t i 'start believing it's the truth. So you pick a man off the streets, give him
hi ill be happy torcomply to anything you ask him to do including taking

ives and if necessary, giving his;
Hence, the birth of Islamo
xample of recent firing thati
thad Muslim names, butd
bdul-Jabbar, a 6 time NBA cf
relatedtolsla or me religi
armonious ¢ unity and pre
ouldbein e ofthis goal. Th > th
Well | a saying what Cha ) of a religion publicly in the form of a cartoon is wrong;
ut thenkilli ocent peopleisafa tice and no, itis not done for the religion. It is done for
the money. ommitted in the name ofreI|g|on nev ut the religion. The 1976 movie All the President's Men got
it right when it /atergate Scandal to a simple phrase FoIIow the Money”. Forget the goons who actually carry out
these deadly e nothing more than automated drones remote-controlled by others. Instead of radio signals, their
pilot's selective o manipulate theiractions. They pervert the Holy Qur'an through omission and false interpretation.
; about t > \WWhen one looks at goals of these terrorist attacks, it clearly is not about scaring us into changing our
Thet kdidn't frighten America into embracing Islam. The fatwa against Salman Rushdie didn't prevent
3tion ¢ erses. Like all the terrorist attacks on the west, they just strengthen our defiant resolve. So the
a rs, isn't about changing western behaviour, it's about swaggering into a room, flexing a muscle
O eli g sighs. In this case, the sighs are more recruits and donations to keep their organizations alive.
eepp more active than their competing terrorist group. It's just business.

blame/ ign policy as the spark that lights the fuel. Poverty, systematic corruption, lack of education,
ing pelessness in these countries is the spark. Yes, America made mistakes that will be used to
re ouldn't kid themselves that recent reports detailing their extensive and apparently
d of mass terrorist volunteers The world knew they tortured and the only thing the

St it d

) practice or follow the religion Islam'. Let us take the
t more. Yes, the two gunmen who did this inhuman
, they did not. It is quite simple to understand. Karim
magazine “These barbaric attacks are, in no way,
people wanting to live humble, moral lives that create
e o%ade the religious community. Any religious rules

i

toreach a point where we stop bringing Islam into these
not understand the Islamic religion. All they see are
schools and random pointless shootings. Naturally they
raditional Muslim clothing. It really breaks my heart to see
- country and Muslims are compelled to go through hours of
a country. Perhaps, it's not their fault. Everyone is allowed to be

e terrorists praising the Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him)
instantly recognized as thugs disguising themselves as Muslims. It's
ninisters; do we really think Narendra Modi or George W. Bush would

ne in general. Ironically, terrorism is actually an act against the very

an act of terrorism by self-proclaimed Muslims will be dismissed

drganization wearing an ill-fitting mask of Muslims. To get to the

m are and the fact that we Muslims are as normal as every other

hould really learn to judge whois a true follower, a person who
so shouldyou.

why would a religion whose basic definition is peace

Shushrut Sood
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| recall them as perhaps the luckiest moments of my

life, or my moments of her life as | should say it. She told me one
story every day, for 7 days, before she got worse and went to her
last stage. | enjoyed them, | always enjoyed her stories. The way
she believed in them and the way she drew morals out of every
single one of them.

We never really got to know every bit of her, until she
was gone. So many talents she had, that quietly vanished in the
mist of responsibilities a woman is supposed to have. She was so
full of life, so content that nothing could keep her from living in
the moment. | don't remember her voice ever raised, not even
to defend herself, | guess she never saw the point in that.
Without a calendar by her side, she was always so amusingly
perfect with the dates and festivals, that I'll never know how.

| can never forget the last sight of her, at the hospital,
struggling to breathe. Just concentrating so hard on it that she
slightly shook her head that she heard me, but was sorry that
she couldn't look at me because she's breathing. Merely the
sight of the uncountable needles pierced into her hardly-any-
left flesh made me numb, and the pain of it was unimaginable.

| didn't ever see her dominating, but she sure was the
strongest woman | knew. She always stood by her choices, never
turned her back on anyone, and she loved and lived
u2cqnq&ﬁenally.

—

As [ Recall

Befriending
Adversities

How many days in life do we feel we have

achieved all we wanted to? Very Rarely! Yes, that is
precisely the answer we will get on some introspection.

However look at the flip side - one bad day and
all we wish for is — “Please God, just help me get one
single thing all right”, isn't it! A single bad day teaches
us what a fortnight of happy days and events cannot.
This just makes us realize that we should not despise
the bad times. Treat them as pebbles that destiny hurl
atus and use themto build a future that we have always
dreamt of. College inspires us to fight adverse
situations for rest of our lives - time and opportunities
gone by don't knock at our doors again. The friends we
made, the classes we bunked, the pictures that we shot
are not tangible. But they will help us to sale through
the hardest times of our lives. 10 years down the line
when job pressure will be sucking up our lives; when a
nagging wife will keep asking for a valentine's gift;
when a jealous colleague will drive our blood pressure
beyond limits — that will be the time when a picture, a
phone call, or even a message from a friend will soothe
our nerves. Days that seem bad enough may actually be
lessons of dire importance that will be of help in the
long run. These last few days in the college are those
experiences that will lift up our dying spirits all our life
and help us face the adversities with smile; not a grin!

Ankit Bhatia
CSE, Final Year

Arnav Dhiman




La Douleur Exquise

Did you ever feel the need to describe something, but couldn't quite muster up the words? Ever bore witness to
something so overwhelming, your mind ceased to function?

This happens more than you think. It happens because your mind fires off so many neurons, it has to shut down to deal
with all the emotions surging through your body. The response that your body produces is that it fires off a single, unfaltering
command to the follicle muscles in your body to contract (leading to the common phenomenon of the goose bumps). The
physiology is quite simple when you think about it. The hormones and the muscle reactions are something even a bungler
engineering student can understand, making such a student see, just for the tiniest instance why his parents, both doctors in their
ownright, suggested in the eleventh grade that he should take up medical and not non-med.

The neurological standpoint of the phenomenon is what gets to me. How, without the slightest clue, our mind knows, but
more importantly, doesn't know, what it should be in awe of. It's not as if, seeing the Eiffel Tower, in all its glory amidst the glowing
star line that is the Paris sky, one knows how one should feel beforehand. It's in that instant that the eyes catch a glimpse of the
beautiful structure that it sees true brilliance.

The point I'm failing to make is, sometimes even the sharpest minds remain clueless about the most fundamental of
things. And as | have observed in my short life of 20 years and then some, it is the brilliant that see things differently, that look at
things differently, asif they are from another world al-together. And it's not just me who has made such deductions, it hascome to a
lot of minds before me, and has even been adapted into a number of literary and art works. Even now, several most viewed TV
shows follow such out of the box thinkers, like Sheldon Cooper from the Big Bang Theory, Sherlock from Sherlock, Shawn Spencer
from Psych, just to name a few. These seemingly other-worldly characters feel differently from others, and so did a lot of people,
who in today's world matter. William Shakespeare's works wouldn't have stood the test of time, had they not contained themes
that, during the Victorian age, were considered obscene.

So, why the long discussion into the unknowns of feeling? Because, for the longest time, | have been dealing with the
unknown myself. | do not know how | feel around Her. | forget about the concept of time and space, | forget to look around, | forget
my worldly woes and rise to a plane, a plane | didn't know even existed. So you can see, how disconnected to this world | become. |
give you an example, when walking with her, | was totally oblivious to the fact that some of my friends were walking, just alongside.
I was later reprimanded for the same, and had to explain my way out of some serious bull shit. But that's me, | have complete ADHD
in class, butin the open, that's when | can concentrate. | remember stuff, stuff from way back when, that someone had told me, in
connection to a mere mention by her. | don't know whether it is the rush of dopamine in the pleasure centres of the brain, or the
endorphins running through me that cause this, and frankly, in the time I spend with Her, whenever we meet, | don't care.

Then, when we part, | come crashing down, and realize | should have told her, | should at-least indicate something, lest | be
friend-zoned. But by then she is gone, and | am left to fight another day, to just listen and gawk in speechless awe, like a fool, trying
to comprehend the fresco in St. Peter's Basilica. This emotion, which, as it seems to me, is the matter of thousands upon
thousands stories, songs and pieces of art innumerable, which , after thousands of years of obsessing over and still getting no solid
formula for, continues to baffle me. And as it seems, a lot of other hearts in the world, the peak of which is reached on the wretched
day of 14th February, where the successful flaunt it openly, and miserable souls crave secretly, under the hood of the phrase
“Waiting for the right one”, “We're Better off” etc.

So, love is, putting it m||dIy,atr|ckysubJectfor me, | do not know how to approach, talk to, or understand girls. All | do know
atthe e of the mo jestic things in the world, but unlike unicorns and dragons, they do exist, and to this day remain
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lt's not so very often

pen, paper and desire

but, when thoughts are on run
and never cease to get higher.

Two wrongs don't make it right
for one has to stop and check
but for an adamant might

it's futile to count on spec

Maturity is a trait overrated

It's critical to be rational;

But yet a mature rationale is baited
Laughable, ideation and irrational.

Being perceptive is coveted

But when egotism is acknowledged
Malignant effect of decadence

is initiated

A crevasse appears inconceivable
to be bridged.

Tapan Sharma
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Q1) How did you fell in love with photography?
A : It was the ability of photography to capture that 1/100th or 1/4000th of a frame of a second, that precision to
see the moment that is not possible for a human eye .

Q2) Would you have to choose between romanticized love and a chance to be a travelling photographer with National
Geographic what would you choose?

A : 1 would choose a romanticised love rather than travelling with that heavy equipment and working for National
Geographic because it's with these experiences that we have in life with our closed ones that we develop the ability, and
new perspectives, through which we as photographers see the world differently.

Q3) You go by shooting weddings and portfolios, how do you like it? Do these vocations pay you well? How many
weddings do you average per year?

A : With all these submissions and classes, it's very hard to manage my shooting dates and it's not possible for me to shoot
all the weddings that | am commissioned/asked to shoot. | prefer commercial work such as product photography and
fashion because | am at the liberty to choose the dates myself. There is an insane amount of money, | mean take what my
friends will make in a month when they will be working right after we all graduate multiply that number by 5, that's what |
can make in a month. But it comes on through hard work and marketing yourself and above all refining your skills, you have
to be updated all the time.

Q4) What type of cameras do you shoot with?
A :luse a Canon 5d mark 3 for commercial work with a Canon 550d as a backup. When I'm not paid for shooting | use my
nikon fg. It's a 20 year old 36 mm film camera for art work and personal stuff.

Q5) If you had to choose one lens which one would it be and why?

A : If | were to choose one lens | would chose my Vivitar 28mm f2.8 because it's a wide angle lens and has a wide aperture
value, | can get close to a subject for those tight portrait frames and for that wide angle if | need to shoot a scenic landscape
| can I have the full view.

Q6) How would you describe your style of photography?
A : My style is vivid. | try everything from mimicking old film look to getting those extreme details of the skin which is only
possible through the latest DSLRs, | don't stick to any style in particular. What | want depends on my mood and the subject.

Q7) How important is Photoshop in your final images?

A : | cannot do without Photoshop. If | don't edit my pictures it's like I'm not doing justice to the image. | exactly know what
do I need to change in the image before | have shot it because our eyes have a very high dynamic range and the purpose of
photoshopping or editing or post processing any image is to achieve or get close to that range because that makes the
images look lively.

Q8) How would you describe your creative vision — what themes are you trying to explore in your work?

A : My creativity comes from things | get inspired from and anything can inspire us. Like some time ago | read this blog
"Hindi Fashion". It's a fashion blog which talks about the latest glam and glitter that is out there to talk about. But the twist
is, it's presented in hardcore Hindi style and this thing moved me so much that I'm not only working with her but, like Hindi
our mother tongue, which we consider using, a taboo when it comes to delivering your message to a large number of
people because it makes you too mainstream or desi, | know its deeply rooted within us and we cannot hide from it. So is
the case for the artist in us, sometimes we try to suppress it, fearing being judged, or being made fun of, but as classy as that
blog is , | was like “chuck it let me just be myself”.

Q9) At what point did you realise that you could use it as a vehicle to start your own online business?
A : When | was offered my first assignment | was like “you'll pay me money for taking pictures!” At that point | was like “This

1”7

is it this | what | wanna do!

Q10) We heard that you went for to interview for Vogue magazine, how did it go?

A : Hahaha ! They were all speculations. | was never called by vogue, it was that they have this online portal where every
fashion photographer can showcase his work. They do screen all the submissions made and they have a strict style, so |
happened to submit one of my images which got rejected , that's it. Though | was interviewed by TOIl when | did a solo
exhibit at The Gaiety Theater. | was on the front page of the weekly newspaper they print for Himachal.

Q11) We're very impressed with your photos, website and online business. What advice would you give anyone who
would like to do something similar? What are the most important lessons that you've learnt?

A : For those who would like to do what | do, | would say that do what you feel, ignore everyone and everything what
people say but whatever you do should eventually come out to do something good to society. Photography is just a medium
of showcasing how you to make see the world to others that's it.

You can check out Ashish's photography on his facebook page that goes by: “1993 (Photographic Services)”
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Q1) Tell us something about fossBytes.

fossBytesis atechnology website cum blog, which was launched six months ago by us: Final year students

Arpit Verma from Computer Science Department and Adarsh Verma from Mechanical Engineering Department.

With our website, we try to provide latest science and technology news to the readers. It aims at fulfilling all technology news
needs of people interested in trending updates and information. In our special how-to guides, which are one of the top visited
pages of the website, we try to give simple and useful tips to users to improve the productivity of their devices. Both of us share a
common dream of making fossBytes a top technology website of India.

Q2) What prompted you to start the website?

The idea which inspired us was the need of an Indian technology website which would be a unification and intersection of diverse
interests of users. There are many Indian websites and blogs which are confined to particular areas like smartphones, space,
hacking or computers. fossBytes tries to paint a bigger picture and our tagline “fresh Bytes of technology and more” tries to
addressthe same diversity.

Q3) How many crew members are there currently working for fossBytes? How did you recruit? What are the proportions of
content writers to web designers of your website?

Both of us look after the main writing part along with editing and website management. Apart from us, we are having four other
regular contributors. Sagar Karira, Navanshu Agarwal, Veda Thipparthi and Kriti Kushwaha are from NIT-H itself. The process of
choosing writers wasn't much formal and we talked to many people and looked into their writing samples. Based upon the writing
abilitiesand enthusiasm of people, we selected the content writers.

Q4) How many average hits you get per day?

Writing is an exhilarating way to share your passions. But blogging or writing for a website are totally different from writing. When
you are running a website, you need visitors. No matter how much appreciable your contentis, it means nothing without visitors.
There are some dry days and there are some pouring days with tons of visitors. Right now we are getting about 20000-30000 hits
per day. When we started back in August, we felt a new kind of joy and satisfaction whenever we saw some visitors on Google
Analytics (Google's service to keep an eye on our visitors).

Q5) How did you work upon improving the trafficand content on fossBytes. What all tools, plugins, procedures and methods you
learned/applied toincrease the visibility of the site on the web?

Our website is powered by WordPress and for simple blogging purposes, itis easy tolearn and use. The basic formula for success of
any content based website is unique and quality content, but to increase the visibility of your website in Google search results, we
had to study a lot. Writing an article usually takes around 30-40 minutes but the background study and keyword research take
more time.

We try to focus on the trending topics and hot searches. There are some other useful methods like creating backlinks, skyscraper
technique, interaction with fellow bloggers. Making headings and the timely sharing of content on different social medias, has
also helped us.

Apart from creating a post and sharing it at different platforms, an important step is to observe the user behaviour and trends.
With Google and other search engines' services, we study the most visited pages, search queries and click-patterns on
advertisements. This data helps us toimprove the website and its content.

For monitoring the visitors and different website parameters, we use standard tools like Google Analytics and Google
Webmasters. To do keyword research, we use Google Keyword Planner, Wordtracker and KWFinder.

Talking about WordPress plugins, we use WordPress SEO from Team Yoast for SEO (Search Engine Optimization) solutions. We use
Askimet to protect our website from spams, BJ Lazy Load for saving bandwidth, EWWW Image Optimizer for optimizing pictures,
WP Minify Fix for combining and compressing JS and CSS files and many other useful plugins.

Q6) Does your website have a business model? If yes, what kind? If no, do you see yourself building one in the future?

Our website runs on web advertising and affiliate marketing. We display Google AdSense advertisements on our webpages and
whenever a user clicks on an advertisement, we are paid according to Google's terms. We are also using affiliate marketing
services of Amazon India and Flipkart. Because of the increase in our visitors lately, our revenue (savings) per day ranges from 25-
30S. We might be thinking of taking the website to a whole know levelin Bangalore, in the near future.

Q7) Anything else you feel like sharing with us?

The journey till this point has been full of ups and downs. We've received lots of love from our friends and readers, and we wish to
fulfil our dream of making fossBytes a top Indian technology website in near future with everyone's support.

Here at fossBytes, you are bound to stumble upon a tickle of entertainment, a pinch of news and a mouthful bite of technology.

ytes Entrepreneurs @ NIT H
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Rakesh Kumar

The most delightful came to meet, had all the delicacy.

Resembling, listening to sweet music in a perfect ecstasy.

Life is a series of images; pass by us like towns on the highway,
But sometimes, a moment stuns us as it happens;

that instant is more than an ephemeral image,

Thinking back that image of a visage.

She's one of those images which are irreplaceable,
So angelic, dazzling, exquisite, halcyonic like a bird;
Her smile spreads like red tint on ripening tomatoes,
And when she laughs, she's at her best.

The one with purest heart, looks like water in the sunshine,

Her mellifluous nature and comely beauty are qualities to imbibe.
She's an angel sent from the seventh heaven,

Only heavenly language can describe her,

Anything | portrait about her beauty will sound cliché,

honouring with quiescence; like a statue of clay

| remember how we traversed the roads,

From early morning to afternoon to evening,

Beginning with little things, making it 'the moment of the day'
Together we laughed, together we relished,

Together we planted seed of love and care,

Only to be turned into a giant tree.

fiee Tk Fases de
I ieter Faerg Aerest

Days, weeks, months passed; seasons flew

Till the last moment where we had muckle of memories,
Memories which bear resemblance to little heartbeats.

| remember thinking, it would be hard to say goodbye,

Heart was filled with a nostalgic vibe, staring at the raindrops,
with eyes full of tears; she whispered, “look, even the heaven 56 T BT Wack f
cried”. WinTERs

Weeks of separation fortified the relation, and contrived usto meet
again; that day how can | forget, “June, the 29", '14, 2k”

we couldn't tear our gaze, but just promised to say; nothing.

As the life goes on, 'We'll meet again and again and again’

Tears came out of eyes to bid a good-bye,

Although we may be separated by time and distance in the interim,
nothing will diminish the loving and caring bond of altruism.
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eTreEeEr - We Laughed Until We Cried

Eshita Verma, CCA Chandigarh

Living Differently @ NIT H




LIFE OF THE DIFFERENTLY-ABLED AT NITH

Ever wondered whatit's like to live a life full of hurdles at every junction of your life no matter where you go, what you do? Alife
with a disability is definitely not an easy one but trust me, once one starts taking it as a blessing in disguise, there are no more
regrets about it at all. Rather, being a differently abled person myself, there is one thing | can tell you for sure that | am very much
proud and happy to be exactly the way | am for it has taught me the things | wouldn't have known otherwise! A life with disability of
any sort teaches you the one thing that most of the others can't realize in entire lifetimes; the difference between what you “can't
do” and what you “can really do”.

Being a student of a national level institute such as our very own NITH means a thing of a great accomplishment to anyone. But,
the one thing most of us never even think of is how this accomplishment sets off as an entirely different experience for someone
with a disability of any sort. Having spent almost three years away from home, | myself have been through many difficulties in my
day-to-day life as to literally just survive the college. However, one thing that | would like to tell before | go any further is that this
article is not just about the lamenting for having troubles, neither do we(the differently-abled ones) want any sort of pity from
anyone of you. The very point behind this article is to bring out the fact that a lot more needs to be done for the disabled people so
astoenable them for a self-dependent life. Even the disabled or should | rather say “especially” the disabled should have the right
to live as much socially as anybody else, which as of now, seems nowhere to be happening. Through this article | would like to bring
to the attention of everyone, what kind of problems we face in college. | won't be pleading for any sort of steps or measures to be
taken; rather | believe, since we all are a part of such a prestigious institution, we definitely would be having enough reason and
rationality to draw the right conclusions ourselves.

The hurdles start right from the day we enter the college, where we are altogether on our own. Though, this being away from
home completely on our own, | see as an opportunity to grow and be self-dependent which couldn't have been possible in the
earlier safe environment. However, since we've always been in an environment where things were much more simplified and we
had a constant support not just in daily life activities but more importantly mentally and emotionally, there seemsto be avoid out
here, where we are just stuck alone amongst everyone. The most important thing that everyone seems to be forgetting is that we
arejust like them with the same desires and a hope to live life to the fullest.

Be it hostels or campus, everywhere we go there are many problems and disappointments already awaitings us. Lives in
hostels are full of difficulties due to the non-handicap friendly infrastructure. Though each year there is a definite input of students
with special needs into the institution, still there are no specially designed rooms in the hostels with the necessary requirements.
Hostel life is supposed to be the fun element of college life; however, it's completely the opposite for us. Each day we have to
struggle just to fulfil our basic requirements which makes it so much tough for us to even think about enjoying it. Mostly, we have to
stay aloof due to the lack of accessibility to go to our friends' rooms, common rooms, mess and sports rooms. Had it been possible
to have the freedom to have all the possible accessibility options, our college lives could have been much better.

The most surprising fact is that there are no proper facilities for locomotion to the students with locomotive impairing
problems on our widespread campus. Having an ease to go from hostels to lecture hall to attend the lectures is a daunting task
unless one has a personal vehicle, which of course isn't possible for most. As said earlier, it's much more important for people with
special needs to have a better socialized life. However, the case isn't much favourable in this context. Self-dependent and enjoyable
campus life for usis not at all possible due to factors like lack of infrastructure, locomotion facilities and above all the reluctancy of
the people in our surroundings to be able to amalgamate us along with them without any sense of pity or discrimination. It is
obvious to state that even most of the significant spots like lecture hall complex, departments and hostels are not handicap
accessible let alone the scope for the ones with the recreational purposes. Lack of washrooms for gents on the ground floor in the
lecture hall complex, unavailability of lifts to go to the top floors in case of emergency, non-availability of wheelchair to be present
at all times in the lecture hall premises; these are few of the many shortcomings which make life complex for us. In an institute of
national repute like ours, I think it would be much better if alot more emphasis would be laid on a handicap-friendly infrastructure.
Presence of wheelchairs at all the vital spots would make it convenient for students since they can't carry their wheelchair along
with their mode of locomotion from hostels to such spots at all times. And though it is comforting to see that an initiative has been
taken to build lifts in the campus for which we are truly thankful, it would be appreciated if a bit of emphasis is laid on proper
planning and implementation so that tasks get done on time. Thus, on that note, | would like to thank you all for taking out your
valuable time to go through this article and | hope it would have brought to your attention a few things you wouldn't have thought
of sofar, even though you might be seeing them daily but never giving a thought to do something about them from the heart.
“Hope!”

Piyush Sharma

CSED, Third Year
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ECE, Final Year

From the Light of Polaris

NO new morrow would see me abandon your streets

For | have lived there longer than | lived.

There may be noroad ahead only the endless sea

With alonesome traveller laying desirous stares

Onthe setting Sun, as if it would rise in her world

To save his message, be reached, and felt.

It may make no sense to keepers of wisdom

But I've never declared my being as wise

For they have always been the foolish things

That turned passing time to memories

And the feet of the wise is shaky and meek

When they sayit's faith, and wisdom fleets. POESEM T
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No tears dwell these valleys | walk.

Fearful are those with wall raised,

Of wanting, or of loss;

| have treasures that no one can steal

And | hope you still believe in them.

This may never become a poem

But then neither those that | have ever written are.
Unlike those ramblings from all corners of my heart,
Each word here holds a meaning, | assure

Forit's hard to say what I mean Adeeba Ifrah
When it's not what you want.
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| remember more than | thought | would

Ofthe time we lived and the worlds we crafted.

The last page of an old notebook still holds a little petal

Dearer to me thanall roses | have ever seen.

| remember your eyes, when we met after days a few

And how they were filled with an emoticon | don't have a word for;
The corners of my wandering mind still meet the travellers once | was
Sometimes the walls bring smiles,

Sometimes a few regrets you know.

Smile, at least for once for all this world of words
Staysin the realm of worthlessness

Unlessyou let your lips curl as your mind reads
Andyour eyes speak asif a young lover kissed them;
Shyly blinking with a shimmer of heavens

That's alllam wishing for. That's all this is for.

Arihant Verma
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The Party Days : An NIT H Memoir

In the brouhaha that these four years excited, some people came into our lives, never to leave again. But that doesn't
mean that we will necessarily keep seeing all or even some of them again. We hope we keep. But if hope was to be transpired into
realities all the time, world would not be an exciting place. Without separation there wouldn't be access to that undulating and
gratifying rush of pleasure of seeing each other again after weeks or months or years. Just like without days we wouldn't know how
the nights would look like, without sadness we wouldn't know happiness. We expected more out of the concluding year, of our
staying together and providing the campus the ruckus that we have always kept providing from the moment we met each other.
These words are the marks we want to leave behind in the history of the pages of the place we really grew and evolved in. Thisis our
memoir.

We used to be raving mad and nutty. We celebrated an immediate junior's birthday, made her cut the cake (as her friends
didn't seem excited about the occasion at all!), and foot loosed our feet to the rhythms of the beats. Next thing we knew, she was
no where to be seen, and we had danced our bodies off for an hour or two, tripping the light, perhaps in our dreams as well. One of
us, would screech the limits of singing terribly from the floor above, and we'd curse her joyously. We might have given google the
weirdest traffic of 'Suit Day' hits in the sophomore year, when all of us decided to well, wear suits. We were deemed infamous
preachers of Karvachauth on a day which wasn'tit. It was super fun. Once, we hid one of our own's mobile, to the brink of someone
having called the police station.

We had our time of bickers and feuds with people, and the extent to which we went revolting, was all the more fun. Not so
fun when we were convicted for our doings, but as we skim our minds back to those rush hours, even the most serious apologies
have become fun. The chuckles of those initial days, could hardly be beaten up by anybody. We used to take pride in thinking we
were the studs of our batch, that we were cool and it felt bizarrely free. We were the tomboys of our lives. We shudder even with
the slightest probability of us being in different branches. This fact had its testament when we were separated by only mere floors
when we shifted to AGH. We also had our fair shares of wondering what others were missing, not doing the crazy things that were
supposedly freakishly awesome to do: Getting wet under the sprinklers in the middle of the nescafe esplanade, for instance. The
bestthing about usisthat we dighappiness evenin the most trivial of the events. During our freshmen year, we used to be naturally
and emotionally fragile. We used to blubber when we scored less marks, or were informed about our catastrophically vulnerable
attendance. But over time, we stopped minding what the others thought of us, because it didn't matter, it does not matter. We
never thought we'd smooth out in the subsequent time, but then we all found each other. That innocence is still there, as if
preserved from the race against time.

Turning horror and boring movies into comedy was our forte. We started walking on an off track 'track' one day, that led to
a group of men indulged in Khusti, imagine the funny awkwardness of the situation. We, people, are very different personalities,
none is same in any way. On the first touchdown of our feet in a foreign district, on our first trip, we screamed at the
accomplishment of the start of our first college trip ever, like madwomen. That night was a storehouse of ghost stories and
humongous laughters. We laughed at the idea of pampering Bloody Mary rather than provoking her. We laughed at the things
deemed not laughable. We could laugh at any damn thing in the world. We don't intrude in the uninvited marriage parties for
buffets, butto dance onthe loud boom blasting music.

We requested the then warden for more sugar in the tea, as we all sat together in unison, listening to the scolding for
having faked signed on the outpasses. Eventually, we ended up not having sipped a drop, since we were offered the tea before the
chiding. One thing we have earned in college, if not the marks, are the friendships. We started fighting on as petty a thing as : 'Tune
Mera Pen Kyun Liya', and then the unresolved or for that matter, resolved issues of the past would be hassled from the wormholes
toaidthe arguments of the current fights. But we'd eventually make up. We never learnt to eat with forks and knives, for the sake of
the funinit, for the chances of teasing people who do eat with them, like 'Oooo! Bade log fork se khaa re hain'. We remember our
each other's first meetings and countenances, how we used to address each other as Aap. It feels like yesterday. Still it feels, time
has slipped and skipped seconds too soon for us to part our ways. Our photographs will be archived in the most reverent places.
These moments have been priceless. It's difficult to let go, but there is no other option.

As we wrote this short memaoir, it was extremely difficult for us to persevere. Though the memories that were time travelling
their way to the present, were making us happy, yet, they were making us melancholic, because we knew that this time that
we spent here, wasn't coming back.
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"Falling in love is very real, but | used to shake my head
when people talked about soul mates, poor deluded
individuals grasping at some supernatural ideal not
intended for mortals but sounding pretty in a poetry book.
Then, we met and everything changed, the cynic has
become the converted; the skeptic, an ardent zealot."

-E. A. Bucchianeri, Brushstrokes of a Gadfly

The bone-chilling winters had given way to the cheer of
spring. Yet, there was hardly a soul on the dark roads as
Megha dragged her sister along the narrow, empty alleys
behind their house. For a while now, the lights of house,
twinkling behind the rustling trees, had vanished from view.
Her phone buzzed angrily in the pocket of her jeans. A new
message glowed back at her. Come faster, it said. | am
waiting. Megha pouted at the screen and begged her sister
to walk faster. Dhwanisighed and shuffled along.

Only halfan hour ago, Megha had relayed a long crafted
story involving an assignment to her mother. It won't take
me more than half an hour, mum, please. | will run to
Snigdha's house and back! Her mother, unsure of the dark
hour, had ordered Dhwani to go along. After all, she
thought, Snigdha's house was only a few streets away —and
there was hardly a street light missing a bulb.

Inthe distance, the sisters could see the end of the alley
where it joined tothe mainroad. Alone lamp flickered in the
wind. Under it, two men stood shoulder to shoulder, waiting
for them. One of them broke off to run towards them.
Dhwani let go of her sister, and the man enveloped Megha
inanembrace.

On the main road, lined by small neem trees, Megha
and the man, Vikas; walked hand in hand. Dhwani trailed
behind with the other guy uncomfortably. | missed you,
Vikas told her. Megha sighed and dropped her head onto his
shoulder. It was such a long wait, she said. But, it was worth
it.

From a roadside stall by the Ganesh temple, Vikas
bought all of them Pav-bhaji. And while Dhwani was busy
slurping on hers, Vikas and Megha slipped away. Vikas's
friend — the other guy — told her they had gone ftill the
temple. And the Pav-bhaji kept her entertained.

On the small climb to the temple, the couple walked
behind the numerous carts selling flowers and sweets as
offering. In a dark spot, Vikas suddenly pulled Megha
towards him. As she bumped into him, he pressed his lips to
hers. Two men, walking to the temple stopped to stare,
clucking their tongues at the modern teen, spitting
expletives.

That day was a Saturday. 364 days later, on another
Saturday, Megha can no longer bear hearing Vikas's voice
overthe phone, let alone bear a visit. A lot has changed over
the past one year. She has passed out of school, joined an
engineering college. On the other hand, Vikas, who
graduated out of school with her, is without much direction
in life. He is member of a political party's youth branch;
Megha tries to explain by way of introduction.

Often, he doesn't pick her phone. More times than that
though, Megha, busy with her new friends, doesn't want to
speak to him anymore. Less than a month since they
recount their First Kiss Anniversary, they break up.



The Sexuality and the Romance

Megha has had no trouble moving on. There are more men who pine after her lush curves in the college than ever before. An
experience, is all she will say of her ex-boyfriend and their relationship, attaching not much significance to that portion of her life.

While as a school student she was inclining toward the romantic nature of love, in college, she is more aware of her sexuality. Dr.
Spock of the Baby and Child Care fame, writes,

“I'use the word sexual when | put the emphasis on biological instinct, the word romantic when | mean the tender, highly personal,
idealisticaspects of love between the sexes.”

Biologically, each human is attracted to some particular type of persons. That is purely based on physical and sexual perception of
that person, as far as their suitability as a potential mate in producing offspringis concerned. The romantic nature of love, the later part
of attraction, isonly a resultant of mentalimagery of care that we believe and create.

The concept of 'Recreational Dating'

Inthe year 2012, Google's most searched query was topped by “What is Love?” Today, more people than ever before are falling in
love. Itiseasy, itis quick. Often, youngsters do not even want to attach the stigma of calling it love by simply termingit a 'relationship.'

But by a 'relationship’, are these people looking for simple companionship? A friendship? Are they looking for a love, perhaps
more understanding than those in whose company they already are: more understanding than friends, more understanding than
parents?

'Recreational Dating' is a relatively new concept in the west. For youngsters dating in India, where our society still scorns on love
without marriage, this conceptis even newer. Before this was even a concept, people married their high school or college sweethearts,
and at quite a younger age. But with puberty hitting children earlier and a prolonged education today, young men and women have
become freerto experiment with love.

Freedomvs'P for Pyaar and P for Peer Pressure'
“Love makesyou bold, makes you bright, makes you runreal risks, which you sometimes survive, and sometimes you don't.”
- Lauren Slater, in her article for National Geographictitled 'Love'

Freedom, especially in our country, has largely been linked to being free to love and experiment with its forms. Quite a few young
people today will let you know they are notin aversion to the concept of 'one night stands' and 'casual sex'.

Intruth, love is as binding as much freedom it signifies to us. Pyaar today is often under peer-pressure. | asked a friend how she fell
in love with her boyfriend. “Well,” she told me, “We were just friends. | had, of course, thought about that aspect of friendship, but it
was only when our close friends began to pass comments around us that we considered giving it a shot. My best friend told me

‘My boyfriend and I look a great couple together.””

Isthen, '‘commitment'a misnomer for freedom? “Yes,” says Kalpana. “There is no freedom. Being with a boyfriend has its perks, but
as soon as you talk to some other boy,; rumors start flying about. People are often very quick at calling you a slut, then.”

Mechanics of a 'Relationship' and the 'Breakup’

“My roommate wakes up with a call from her boyfriend and falls asleep with one. During the day, they go everywhere together: the
class, the lab, thelibrary, ICH. They seem happy. Whenever sheisin the hostel and on a call with him, she keeps repeating, “Phone rakh
de! Mujhe nahin baat karni tujhse!” They are fighting more times than | have heard them whisper sweet nothings to each other. “Is
their outwardly love afarce, then?” says Shruti, an ECE student.

But just as many people will tell you of couples who couldn't be happier together. They are often part of a circle of friends, love to
roam campuses together, go for movies, lunches, and make their presence felt to the world.

Inthe manner of these things, | asked two friends if boys never minded spending on their girlfriends? “Of course they mind!”, came
the indignant reply. “Kangal ho jaate hain bechaare. And girlfriend ko hi nahin, uske friends ko bhi khilana padta hai!” Why do they still
goaboutdoingit, then? “Girlfriend hona is a status symbol. Agar ladki pat jaaye, toh bande ki respect hoti hai,” they say simply.

But love fades, there is proof everywhere. The first love influences life decisions involving relationships for most people. And when
a breakup happens, itis nothing short of tragedy. Sometimes, youngsters even turn suicidal because of the loss of a love. Young love is
indeedreal. Butisit real enough to be taken seriously today when relationships and 'commitment' are prevalent because itis vogue?

Unrequited Love and the Case of the Stalker

Often, young attraction is not reciprocated. Some deal with it and move on. Others, move behind and stalk. As real as young love is, it is
asdangerous, too. It damages personalities and sometimes leaves adolescents scarred for life.

Asenior, while walking a first year back to the hostel startled her by saying, “Someday, I'll marry you!”

“Ye toh and here mein teer marna jaisa hai!” jokes Vipul at that. “Aur stalking, aam baat. Jab pyaar se breakup tak sab online ho jaata
hai; online stalking toh bahut easy hai!”

The strip of messages here are taken from the phone of a CSE girl, being stalked by a batchmate since first year. Why hasn't she told
someonevyet, lask? “Who should | tell?” she says. “Nobody will believe it is not my fault. They may say I led him on!”

Suchis young obsession for love today that often college parties involve making a person stand in the middle of the crowd and declare
their attraction to someone, anyone. The inability to tell the name of a crush is bad —you might even be declared gay if you are lucky. In
this relationship obsessed world, are you in love yet? If not, hurry up




Dr. Vijay Shankar Dogra

Associate Professor, CED

25 Years at Campus :

Some Reminiscences,
Submissions, Anecdotes

Another issue of “Srijan” and another piece of words | am

herewith. In bits and pieces there were many things in my mind
for this year's Institute magazine, but the year “2015”, when the
first batch of the Institute passed out 25 years back, | completed
25 years at campus, and Institute planning to bring out a
Memoir of Institute's journey through last 30 years, gave me
enough reason to convince myself that it would be gratifying for
me to recollect the bunch of memories of all these years which |
have spent here, witnessing the growth of the Institute in all the
spheres. Apart from the Institute's journey, my own voyage
encompasses a treasure full of recollections of blissful four
years’ student life, and then entirely different but fascinating
teacher'slife for rest of the years. My visits to campus during the
time when | was away from campus between 'passing out' and
'joining in', kept me well acquainted with changes and
happenings at campus. Also, this was a time when my juniors of
3rd to 1st year, were still in college and keeping in touch with
them, kept me in touch with college as well. And while my last
known juniors (first years when | was in final year), passed out, |
was again in college in 1996. There was not much of the change
while | was a student in 1993 or when | joined as faculty in
department, except that my role had changed entirely.

Alma Mater has a very special place in the hearts of all the
alumni, but the kind of feelings the college evokes, some 22 odd
years after my passing out are unbelievable. In our days, the
place used to be small, under construction and woefully under-
equipped, but there was warmth, there was amity and it was
everyone-knew-everyone kind of place where we all found our
bearings along with knowledge that was mandatory. The
learning in those four year period has held us in good stead over
years and we have been able to stand up to the people from all
sorts of places/ fields on basis of that foundation. The
perceptive guidance by our teachers gave us the confidence to
go out and challenge the world and ultimately the things did
turn out as they had been advised. Ours was the time when
there used to be only five departments, wherein Applied

Sciences was the catering department and there were
four engineering branches with an intake of 100
students. With no PGs and Ph.D.s the total strength of
students used to be about 400. Today Institute has 10
departments, 2 centers of excellence with 7 UG
programs and every department running their PG and
Ph.D. programs, making the total strength of students to
cross 3000.

Through these 30 years the Institute has
accomplished numerous milestones. As of today, apart
from excellence in academics, the life at NIT Hamirpur
encompasses multifaceted activities round the year. The
Institute offers something for everyone; a serene and
beautiful environment in the lap of Himalayas for all
nature lovers, immense opportunities and activities in
the national as well as international arena for all the
future leaders, versatile and dedicated faculty to guide
our future engineers, a full-fledged sports complex for
the athletes and players who believe in holistic
development, challenging and breath taking
destinations to explore around for the adventure freaks
and travellers, active student clubs that work towards a
social cause for all the budding philanthropists, and of
course, calm and pleasant surroundings.

Although there are a number of things where | find
that Institute has gone a long way, | will touch upon a few,
primarily from a student's point of view and from
teacher's perspective a little bit. Firstly, recollecting the
cultural festival. | rememberin 1989, first cultural festival
was named “SPARKS”, then “TARANG” in 1990 and finally
“Hill ffair” in 1991. There was no permanent venue for
organizing such extravaganza, so students used to
borrow wooden logs from forest department to erect a
temporary stage behind the workshop and at some
other suitable place in subsequent years. Later, the
venue shifted to open space in front of administrative
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block till the construction of Open Air Theatre (OAT) in 2001. There used to be no major sponsors, and the main source of
funding was Institute only. However students used to collect sponsorships from local market which used to amount not more
than 5-7 thousands despite all the efforts. There used to be numerous competitions with stage occupied throughout the day
and evenings till late night. Financially the festival has grown from a budget of about 20,000 in 1989 to about 7-8 lacs, in recent
years. The participation from within the Institute as well as surrounding Institutes has also grown exponentially. But this event
called Hill' ffair has always remained the nerve-center of student's creativity and gratification ever. Hill' ffair is certainly that part
of student life at campus, of which everyone is fervent to be a part of, while in college and dreams to be a part, once again, after
passing out. | fondly remember “Antakshary” which was an instant hit during our time. Many competitions like “Cacophony”,
“Dumb shreds”, “Hard Sell” and “Choreography” have gone missing with passage of time. One thing which has not changed
from that era to this era is the high energy, ultimate fun and all-time enjoyment by one and all during those three days of
festival.

There used to be no technical festival during our time. Present day “NIMBUS” is the quality addition to the student
activities in Institute. Technical festival definitely provides a platform to the students where they get an opportunity to convert
ideas into reality. Every year, students come up with new ideas, innovations and models. The application of theoretical
knowledge and engineering laws by the students to showcase their originations make us feel proud on one hand and make me
miss the days of my student life, wherein such opportunity was missing. The advent of internet has certainly given a chance to
students to have a barrier free exposure to knowledge, apart from the books or class room teaching. The sports facilities too
have got aremarkable boost up in last few years. In our times, the sports ground was a small one, with worst drainage, as it used
toappear like a pool after rains. Athletic meet was the only major activity, however, inter year & inter-branch cricket and hockey
matches were also organized. There were no indoor sports facilities available. At present the sports activities are round the
year and sports lovers keep the groundfilled, irrespective of the weather, exams or festivities.

One more thing which makes me feel delighted about the developments in college is the 'sea-change' in the infrastructural
outlook of the Institute in last few years. During my student life the buildings were half built, partly under construction, and
those existing, were just serving the purpose, as there was no alternative. There was no library building, no lecture halls, no
hospital, only two hostels and un-metaled roads. | think | need not say anything about the infrastructure we have today. A fleet
of eight hostels, all departmental buildings, well planned sports stadium and a fascinating auditorium says it all, and moreover
the upcoming Student Activity Centre (SAC) will fulfill the rest of the expectations. Recent facelift of the front of administrative
block and student's park at the onset of academic arena has added to the beauty of the campus. However, the campus was, is
and will be agreed upon by everyone (NITHIANS as well as visitors) as one of the most beautiful campuses existing on earth.

My everyday life at campus keeps reminding me a number of things related to my student life at campus or teaching life
during initial years. Penning down those memories takes me back to the emotional swings too. Those memories are the most
precious treasure, and at times help me in rediscovering a student in myself, when needed. One thing which | cherish the most
is the way this campus has kept a “Student” alive inside me throughout all these years. Memories of hostel..... celebrating
“Holi” even without the festival sometimes, trips to “Sujanpur”, innovative “Post-Mortem” of assignments, playing full sound
onstereo “Diltodil .... Dil kaa itbaar kya keeje” at 12:00 in night during exams, mid-night birthday dips, fear of viva and post-viva
discussions, and sanctified resolution at the end of final exams “next semester me shuru se hi reqularly padhnahai” and what
not. Student life is student life .... unmatched, blissful and amazing. | think | have to stop somewhere now, as it is endless. | will
keep it on, in coming years, and sojourn myself with a message to all students that these four/five years at campus are never
going to come again, make the best out of them, and enjoy every moment.
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Vivek Shah
Alumnus, CSE (2004-2008)

The young man looked out of the open window. He felt alone

in the dusty, old and wooden compartment of the suburban local
train. Though the train compartment was close to full, he felt
completely cut off by a strange sense of loneliness and unease. He
felt as if he was a misfit in the world, as if something about his
existence was not right. He was unhappy about something he
knew. He was unhappy because he was unhappy, and he did not
know why. It did not make sense to anyone whom he tried to
explain, but he did not care. The harsh June sun was beating down
mercilessly on the small train platform outside. There were a few
small tin sheds, with too many people under them than they could
pretend to protect. The whole platform seemed deserted.

Suddenly, something caught his eyes. A beggar whose legs had
been amputated was crawling on the hot, cemented platform
outside. With a great deal of difficulty, he got up onto the train. The
train started moving and so did the young man's thoughts. He
started remembering all the times when he had seen a beggar with
their mutilated limbs and deplorable conditions, and how his heart
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The Ignorant Beggar

had cried out each time; how he was told that begging
was a business and one could not trust it, how his brain
fought with his heart and ended up numb with neither
side winning. The only fallout of the argument was an
even greater feeling of guilt and shame which soon
disappeared at the appearance of something seemingly
more important in his life. How he hated it all. The self-
imposed importance, the self-concocted mixture of
feeding one's ego, the self-defacing habit of running
after things than waiting for life to wash over you. How
he hateditall.

The shrill voice of the beggar broke his thoughts. He
jerked back to the musty, slightly smelly train
compartment where the person sitting next to him was
dozing off on his shoulders. He wondered about the
sensibilities of reason which all his friends talked about,
how beggars do not have a life, how the Government
should do something, how things needed to change,
how growth of the country has to encompass all. With
his new-found seemingly superior powers of reasoning,

he felt choked owing to the lack of answers. How he
wished he knew the answers. How he wished he could
play God.

The beggar was a man of around 40. When he got up
on the train, he noticed this young man in his mid-20s
sitting in the corner of the train compartment. He
noticed him because he looked different than the others,
his clothes were different, his manners were different,
andthere was a conjured confidence which was trying to
mask the unmistakable uneasiness in occupying the
compartment. But still, what caught him the most were
the young man's eyes which wore a misty, confused and
sad look. He seemed to be some hallowed God, to be in
whose position the beggar would kill for, but his eyes
wore a pain that even the beggar had not felt when the
bus had run over his legs. He decided he had to do
something.

The beggar went on singing a mixture of the latest
Bollywood movie songs completely out of tune. He
ignored all the furrowed brows of passengers who were




roused from their slumber, the irritated shifting of the passengers in their seats. He ignored it all and went on singing and begging
for alms with an outstretched hand. It did not matter to him that his outstretched hands remained empty as he moved around. He
just ignored it all. He reached where the young man was sitting. He stretched his hand and waited. The young man was numb
again. His heart wanted him to give away the 10 rupee note in his purse. His brain however told him that helping beggars was just
increasing the problem and for self-justification it also told him that the 10 rupee note was the last in his purse and he needed to
keep it. The beggar could sense the confusion in the young man. How his look and eyes conveyed the compassion he felt for him
but his attitude, manners and hesitation indicated otherwise. The beggar took away his outstretched hands and said, "Babu
(salutation for Sir), where will you get off? If it is ok with you, can | talk to you on the platform where you get off?"

The young man was shocked, so was the train. He wanted to lie to the beggar and slip off but something inside him told him to
talk to him. He said, "l will get off at the next station". The train reached the next station and the young man got off, followed by the
beggar. All eyes in the compartment followed them. The beggar motioned the young man to come to the end of the deserted
platform underasmall tin shed.

The young man was sweating profusely, he hated the summer heat but he went. When the beggar and the young man
reached the tin shed, the beggar suddenly asked, "Babu, do you think you are better than me?" The young man was taken aback.
He replied, "l am not sure | understand. Why did you want to talk to me?" The beggar smiled and said, "Babu you look like the
person who would have done and got a thousand things which | can never ever even imagine was possible, | wanted to hear it from
you and be happy like you". The young man thought that the man was insane. Was he going to narrate his experiences which made
for hallowed blog entries/acclaimed extempores to be read/heard/acclaimed by his reasonable friends to this person. The beggar
broke his thoughts, "Babu, why are you sad?” The young man rudely replied, "lam notand lam in a hurry so if you have nothing to
say | would leave". The beggar replied, "Babu, do you think your life is better than mine". The young man angrily replied, "Yes, it is. |
do not have to curse my leg. | do not have to beg to eat. | do not have to be sorry about my whole existence". The beggar calmly
replied, "You have only seen my missing leg and my begging and in that while you have presumed that my life is miserable and not
worth living. | beg because with my condition | see it as the best way to earn money to keep me and my family alive. Even if there
are beggars who cheat, how is it different when babus like you cheat in much greater magnitude and in places where the impactis
somuchmore". Theyoung man metloss of words. Here was a person who was speaking things which he had neverimagined.

The young man replied, "How can you live your life when you have nothing to look forward to? At every stage of life, lam made
aware by myself that there is a certain set of goals and when | reach there another set of goals crop up. There are big words and
proverbs all around trying to justify your existence and life's journey whenin fact they are there to distract your happiness with the
fact that you do not know what purpose of existence is". The beggar smiled and replied serenely, "Why is the purpose of existence
important? Why do you think my life is worth nothing? | get the same satisfaction when my thirst is quenched. When you eat a
5000 rupees meal with your family and | eat a 5 rupee meal with mine, the happiness we gain out of it is the same. Do you think
your love for your mother and wife is more than mine? Do you think any of the emotions you feel is different than mine? Life is a gift
which God has given both of us. Itis our perceived imaginary happiness that causes us pain and disappointment. God never gives
anyone more or less, He gives everyone the same".

The young man was shocked. He never thought that someone as nondescript as a beggar could tell him this in the middle of
nowhere. He asked, "So what is the purpose of existence?" The beggar replied, "Why isitimportant to have a purpose? Purpose of
existence is a hallucination. An attempt by your ego to justify that it is all important. We all have a life, we need to live it and
experienceitinthe best way possible according to us. We all have experiences and choices. Allwe need to do when we finally close
our eyes is take a look and just say, my life was beautiful and that would fulfill the purpose. Would it not?" The young man was
stunned. He blurted out, "Tell me something, are you some kind of a learned man struck down by circumstances?" The beggar
simply laughed and said, "Is it because you think the things | said cannot be from a person who has never gone to a school? Babu, |
have never seen the inside of a school. | am an ignorant man and | spoke what life has taught me. Forgive me if | spoke something
wrong and wasted your time".

Atear flowed down the young man's cheeks and he touched the feet of the beggar and said, "Thank you teacher for teaching
me an invaluable lesson". And then the young man told the beggar the stories about the world he had seen and the beggar told
him his. Both of them were sitting under that tin shed while many trains with incredulous onlookers passed by. And the summer
sun was still beating down mercilessly but the tin shed was full of autumn's warmth.



Varnika Upmanyu
CED, Second Year

“In the time of Buddha, the language of the learned was purely
Sanskrit. The language of the higher classes was Sanskrit, and of
the lower classes Prakrit. Buddha belonged to a class that would
speak only Sanskrit, but he saw that if his words were to influence
the people, they must be put before them in their own
language...he always used the Pali language...It was because he
introduced the vernacular in his harangues, that his
teachings...spread far and wide and that one half of this earth at
the present day believes in the religion that he preached and takes
him to be an incarnation of God.”

The Earliest Efforts

In 1917, one Dr PJ Mehta published two pamphlets under the

topic, 'Vernaculars as a Media of Instruction in Indian Schools and
Colleges.' The first pamphlet was published in Vedanta Kesari of
Madras, and later reprinted as a part of Self Government Series.
On giving it the name Self Government Series, Dr Mehta writes,
“..one may be inclined to think that the designation is too
pretentious. But | hope, that those who give the subject more than
a passing thought, will come to think, along with many of our
countrymen, that it is hardly possible for people to be fully
qualified for a Self-Government, until its sons and daughters, the
fathers and mothers of the next generation, are allowed the
benefits of a suitable system of education in its Schools and
Colleges...”

And education, in 1917, just like the present day, came at a
price: it was in a language foreign to our tongue. For more than a
century and half now, the language of our public activities has
been English. Let alone education, the affairs of the parliament
and government offices, public and private meetings, even
religious gatherings are in English.

According to P) Mehta, “English knowing Indians are so fond of
English that they write their diaries and even their private accounts
in English.”

Today, the number of those 'English knowing Indians' has
reached its heights. The mere knowledge of English can make a
man sophisticated in society. Such is the craze with being English-
educated, that modern parents take every step to ensure their
childis admitted to an English school, if not a convent.

How did English become so important to us?

“In learning such a difficult language as English, we waste almost
the whole of our lifetime...the whole of the life is spent in finding
out the correct pronunciation of words, correct accents, correct
emphasis, correct spelling, correct idioms, etc. No other students
of English use Webster, Ogilvie, and other such dictionaries and
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Can Education ever
be sans-English?

aids somuch...as we do.”

The situation has not improved much since Mehta's
time. In fact, our obsession has only grown. Newspapers,
hoardings and advertisements painted on walls along
major roads read 'Learn English for a Successful Future!'
We have, unfortunately, tied success way too strongly
with the knowledge of alanguage not our own at all.

English came to India with the slow yet firm arrival of
the British in the seventeenth century. The diversity of our
country made it easier for them to impose their language
on us, instead of the other way round. India had always
been rich in culture: it was this culture that drew
Alexander, the Persians, and the English, among many
others, here.

Yet, the public, unknown to this richnessinits entirety
was lead to believe otherwise. Macaulay, in 1835
produced a minute on this subject, often widely used
againsthim. Asmall excerpt reads:

“..we ought to employ them [Indians] in teaching
what is best worth knowing; that English is better worth
knowing than Sanskrit or Arabic...I have conversed both

here and at home [Britain] with men distinguished by their
proficiency in the Eastern tongues...| have never found
one among them who could deny that a single shelf of a
good European library was worth the whole native
literature of India and Arabia...”

“The stigma that Macaulay put on Sanskrit and her
daughter languages still continues in official circles
today...Since then, many atreatise in Sanskrit on Physics,
Chemistry, Botany, Zoology, Mathematics, Astronomy,
Medicine, etc. has been unearthed from public Bhandars
and private libraries.”

The British succeeded. We began to think that
everything English and foreign was superior to ours. And
when the British went back, they left English behind to
grow onus.

But, isn't English Indispensable as far as our Education
System is concerned?

No country has an education system so deeply rooted in
English grammar as India. In schools and colleges,
students often spend more time on spellings and
grammar than the concept itself. As a result, ever since
the introduction of English education, a system of
learning the theory by heart has been prevalent.




Dr Mehta goes as far as saying, that the system of compulsory attendance was introduced to combat the same problem —that
of English lectures. “Many of those who cannot follow the lectures, absent themselves from classes on one pretext or another, and
loaf about, or attend the classes without being any wiser for doing so. Many of the lecturers would have to lecture to almost empty
benches, if the attendance at classes were not made compulsory,” he writes.

The French teach their conceptsin French. The Spanish in Spanish. The Russians in Russian. The Turks in Turkish. The Japanese
deliver their lectures, even on most complex mathematical theories in Japanese. Then why can our lectures not be in vernacular
languages? They can surely be.

Mehta explains how.

“..better for the Indians to have followed the Indian nomenclature and Indian classification in many of the subjects taught in Indian
schools and colleges. For instance, in Botany the classification of plants by ancient Indians has been based mostly on their
properties instead of the natural orders according to Linnaeus, the great English Botanist. The Indian system has perhaps as many
advantages as the English system.”

When shall we have a Mendeleef?

In Russia, inthe nineteenth century, the scientific language was German. In 1880, a
German professor first made the start towards delivering lectures in Russian. Not | §
much later, Prof. Mendeleef, a chemist, did groundbreaking research on the |
classification of periodic elements —in Russian, much to the dismay of his fellow |
chemistsin Europe, researchingin English.

If Russia could change its system, is it too late for India to do the same? In his i
pamphlet, Dr Mehta asks “When shall we have a Mendeleef?” It has been almosta |5
century since he put forward a question that now seems more unanswerable than
ever before. The most important question right now is, how can research be ina |{g
Vernacularlanguage if studies are not?

The number of students wanting to study languages today is also very low.
Apparently, anything that has nothing to do with English is not of any importance
at all. A few colleges of the Delhi University have cut offs as high as 97 and 98 for
admission to some of their bachelor's programs in science and commerce with cut
offs forlanguages—especially Sanskrit—as low as 60.

180 years since Macaulay's Minute

Itis now a long time ago that Macaulay dared to speak against our languages and
culture. While India moves towards achieving the stature it once held, we are still
upholding Macaulay's thinking by ignoring vernaculars.

A very few of the young Indians speak unadulterated vernaculars anymore —
any dialect we converse in is a combination with English — Hinglish (a popular combination of Hindi and English), Tanglish (Tamil
and English), etc. From Kolaveri di to Yo Yo Honey Singh, the music a modern Indian listens to is full of English. The clothes are
English, the products are English, and even religious sermons are in English. Anyone who is not English enough, is brutally tagged
Conservative.

Many of us may argue that English is perhaps the language that now binds our country of many hundred languages and many
more dialects. But while English may have been acting like that binding thread, it has been tripping people for a long time now — it
is, simply put, not an easy language to learn.

Hindi, on the other hand —spoken exactly like it is written —is a fairly easy language. It is also closer to most Indian languages
since all of them have been derived from Sanskrit.

“While | may have grown up speaking English since kindergarten,” a friend said to me. “And while | may speak perfect English, |
will, undoubtedly, always think in Hindi.” Even if we start to understand other languages than our own, the comprehension speedis
maximum when the explanation is in the native tongue. P) Mehta says, “For any thoughts to take root in the minds of the people,
they must be expressed in the language of the people.”

Is it possible for the system to change?

Yes, of course. Since all our languages and dialects are a derivation from Sanskrit, texts and theory in Sanskrit is easy to convert to
vernacular languages. India is a very large country —with a variety of languages, but it is time that we take steps to bring back our
languages. It is time we produce a Mendeleef, another Buddha. It is time we take a small step —a small step by millions of Indians
will be a million steps by India. Itistime we demand to learnin easier ways. It is time we start learning concepts, and stop correcting
the grammar.

In no case must the incomplete knowledge of English be a source of embarrassment to any Indian. Because, the more we fail
to pick up aforeign language correctly, the more we persevere in preserving our own.

*Allitalicized lines have been taken directly from Dr P} Mehta's pamphlet 1 on 'Vernaculars as Media of Instruction in Indian Schools and Colleges', taken from
the archives of National Library, Calcutta.
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JIHAdHY : Beyond the Reality

3[THY : Delusive or Deceitful : the things that are falsely believed or propagated, create illusion; a misapprehension ; a

beliefin something thatisinfact, nottrue.

The illusions of 3FdHA nature migrate us to a self-centred introvert world. We start seeing things, in way we want them to

be, and that dream world is just like a magician's trick; when the wand shakes, everything gets dissolved and a clear cut
picture of reality gets portray.
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We all are surrounded by extreme emotions but none of us know their exact meaning ; still, we feel them, we share them,
we spread them; still, they are undefined, as the secrets of the universe ; still, they are suspicious as our existence.
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Enjoying the life and running after materialistic possession is just like having one's cake and eat it too. Money, the
unfulfilled desires, replaces the importance of emotions and etiquettes. Our fake desire is like a rock, immovable, but,
loving what we have, what actually exists for us is like a beautiful flower. Therefore, it is something we must cultivate

and nourish.
Quoting Alexandre Dumas, The Three Musketeers,

“Nothing makes time pass or shortens the way like a thought that absorbs in itself all the faculties of the one who is
thinking. External existence is then like a sleep of which this thought is the dream. Under its influence, time has no more

measure, space has no more distance.”
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“Do you think the universe fights for our souls to be together?
Some things are too strange and strong to be coincidences”.

- EmeryAllen

Rick Riordan, in his book the Red Pyramid, says, “Fairness

does not mean everyone gets the same. Fairness means
everyone get what they need”. Perhaps, then, we must have
needed another copy of our own selves, because we were born
twins.

Much has been written about twins. Horror, mystery,
romances. Everyone from the novelists to the journalists loves a
story involving twins. Some who found each other after years,
some others who are telepathic, and more others who are
magic.

As with many twins, coincidences have often worked their
way into our lives, too. We were born together, and we grew up
with a plethora of family made similarities: we were made to
dress identically, we went to the same school, the same class,
we had same teachers, a common set of friends, the same
gadgets, and often, even the same one gift! And most
importantly, we have rhyming names.

But are there more similarities than just these? Are there
mystical things we often discard as 'not a part of the syllabus'?
Yes, we feel. Often, there are strong threads of attachment
between such pairs. Stories of telepathy might actually not be
that far-fetched. These mystical bonds prove their mettle in the
toughest of times. Our experience has proof that spiritual links
exist.

Credit may be given to upbringing in the fact that we
managed to adopt similar hobbies, similar eating habits,
sleeping habits, bathing habits, even some other “personal”
habits. We showed equitable potential in anything and
everything at school, whether it was sports, academics or
leisure. But all of a sudden, those similarities began to become
mystic when we scored the exact same grades in high school.
The local media even gave us a spot in their highlights.

Now we had an aim. We wanted to be engineers. We wanted to
graduate together from an institute of repute.

In the JEE after twelfth, we had scored similar marks. By our
performance, it seemed we would maintain the streak of
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‘reaching out together'. Destiny had planned otherwise.
That year, the new complex entrance scheme was
introduced. Like many others who fell under the spell of
consideration of the Intermediate marks, we were
disheartened, too.

We had scored almost similar marks in most subjects.
But a subject with high uncertainty in the evaluation
changed our plans. One of us scored 95 in English, while the
other had to make through with a meager 70. As a result, our
result had a final difference of 4%. The complex normalizing
formula magnified the gap and the difference in their AIR
was awhopping 5000.

One of us got in an institute in the phases of counseling.
Our demeanor started to change. We wondered if our
resistance to cleavage was losing strength. So, it was time for
spiritual powers of unity to roll into action. The less
fortunate twin satin the spot round of counseling, while the
otherone applied for upgradation.

Results were announced to everybody's amazement.
Our bond of unity has persisted against the test of time.
Today, we are in the same college. We are both in the same
department — Civil Engineering. And the institute — one with
nationalimportance, is 'NIT Hamirpur.'

More: Prakhar and Shikhar are fraternal twins from
Saharanpur. They are often amused with comments when
they tell people they are twins. Most do not believe in them
because they look quite different now!




Institute Vs Institution

| was wondering to discover the mysteries of differences of extremes, behaviours, intentions, intellects and many more

dimensions of human senses. Is it the beauty of dissimilarities which makes things glue together or calculated dynamics of
similarities that makes things fall in the right place? Well nothing satisfies one's senses and reasoning more than physical
incarnation of the mental images which we perceive through our experiences. So let's unravel this puzzle of what we perceive and
what ideals we carryin our super brains through institute and institution.

Institute is what we perceive, ever and never changing, good, bad, political, beautiful landscape, distant islands, lectures,
exams, fests and daily routine. Institution is like ICH's Menu where eatables are listed with prices (Oops what to choose!) but
institute is like having those crisp feelings of gossips, meetings and gatherings with kindred spirits settled on available options.
Institute is a learning means where we experiment our living through our various roles whereas institution is the direction and
instruction with hidden gifts known as achievements. Well dissecting everything into dipole may rather lead to more bizarre
situation, we may turn into machine driven by couple of hand coded rules or we may lose the senses of being. Inboth the cases we
miss the essence of life therefore beauty lies in discovering the thread of harmony. Furthermore there are no universal institutes
andinstitutions, after all, we see the world through our own eyes. Therefore this thread of harmony is the discovery of relationship
that lies within ourselves of what we are receipting and what we long for e.g., writing eighth semester's exam half-heartedly and
half-consciously over getting a red rose from your dream person in Hill'ffair. Here comes the role of Institutions, if you ever have
been taught, it is completely vague to waste our emotion on momentary flicks and fortunately, you may have believed it at some
point of your life, survival chances of your academic existence in midterm storm is fair. As a matter of fact every one of usis a unified
form of institute and institution both.

How many times all of us paused a long sigh on the very thought of questions like “Am | at the right place, Am | doing right, Why
am |l doing this” and all the more “Am | happy?” Many of us have grown so much to find it extremely clichéd. When | pondered over
this, the genesis of these most repetitive and ignored questions, is when we are irked by the desolation of demand (Guanine or
contrived) with supply e.g. our environment(Institute)is not matching with our demands (institution) otherwise who cares. Why
should we heed to these fringes of gaps, mainly not because we have to survive ideologically, intellectually and emotionally but
because we have to spiritually evolve through this life span. It is like an effort to touch two corners of horizon at same time without
being insane. Now question arises which tail to curtail, supply or demand. Here we have to see lifelines i.e. priorities, unplanned
surprises or mix of both. Most forbidden are those roads which reach far but may take lifelong efforts. It is amazing if you think, you
are somewhat different and its miraculous you can still manage with it. What matters most is mental freedom and assurance to
spiritual and intellectual growth during any experience.

Over all this, my point of writing this is to share that we must start our journey from institute to institution to cover the miles of
gaps between who we are and what we can be. Let'sgrantachance to our native institution NITH to become aninstitution through
ourincredible journey of thoughtsand ideals.
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Abhishek Pandiyar,
CSE, Final year

The ice has broken between you and me

| have reached out, | am waiting for thee
The Bad blood that churns between
Story of horror that entails in mean
Time that shadows the time spent
A moment of fragility that we repent

Shunned by the silence
Ruined by the storm
My soul has been broken from the call,
My life that once
Was a bird of prey,
Has diminished, been reduced to an endless crawl.

Scrawling furiously onto the canvas,
| wreak havoc upon the cloth,
that once covered your serene face,
that face which | see now in haze
and in dreams so dreary
which wake me at night
| still see that pain,

That face, that fright.

Remain | still shrouded in my words
They once were few, now come in herds.
| live in the cocoon of my body
In a lie | lie,

Among thorns | thrive,

With a smile | cry.

But now, fear that once filled my soul,
escapes in a cloud
Standing beneath a shroud
Is my love, my life
Is worthy of her return
This path of life not worthy of our sojourn

So long | mourned, Burst out | shone
A lone my soul, of yours a clone.
My mate of soul, take my hand
Rekindle the magic we once planned,
The soul of my mate, no longer a tool of malice
Of me you're Helen, Of you I'm Paris.

Fire and Ice
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A Buried Yarn

Fromascalariformtree, jumped a ted
Onfootto hisabode, parallel to my thread.

Soft andcold, the mud beneath my toes

Jugglingin my palms, the sapphire Velcro orb.
Inwhite, | hopped and leaped and walked

To brinks and brooks and those wild bergamots. Asifold icicle tumbled down a bough,

Showing the mound | once insisted we go
Through tedded grass left in rows

Peeping sunshine, pacing and dwindling But you not at all agreed, though!

Resonant, the same old woods singing to me
Unfathomable, as they grew younger it seemed

lusedtod lapinthi h
With the precious babyhood rhyme and me. useqtodoze onyouriap inthisarch,

Now | rest on this friendless bark
Amid humsand echoes conveying lack

Ifound thelog of miro bowing along Ofyou, your buried yarns rolling back.

On which we used to park twice each month.
Chronicles of Beowulf and Endymion

Thisd 're there, upstai
And echoing dialogues that | sungalong. s CayyouTe there, Upstairs

Your gleaming hair flowing to flares
Caught up cloudscape sketching grace

They tinkled onthe phonolite ahead o )
I see you smile inyour matchinglace.

As falling gems of the golden oreide,
Ofthe one you wore around the neck

L Welll I made this cream puffathome
Foryears, | couldn't quite forget.

Asyoudidonce | feltalone
Butno! Nonote or payphone caninform

Isatonthelog, contoured and damp, “\just miss you, Grand mom!”

As mire dried beneath my nails,

Ritika Bhushan

Priya Vashishth
CSE, ' Seeond Yeay;




Abhimanyu Gurung
EEE, 3rd year

Lamour a la vente...

Some untamed spirit of the never ending youth,

Jumps; shows on the face, time beautifully scarred,
The stale stinks never tickled my senses,

But, that only when, most of my being is impaired,
For when that queer symphony,

Plays and jinx' the moonlit nights,

| don't know if you stop, but | halt and look by,

With a renewed thought, of a known discovery,
Thoughts of melting into the ethereal;

| know it's not distance that disguises the disposition,
A feeble being on a crippled chair,

Yet the eyes doth contradict the very description,

| dare not mistake it for that berserk passion,

For each time the notes, whisper romance in my ears,
There's always a reason enough that deny base
assumptions,

And also why the uncouth creature, plays under the 13th
Street,

But maybe it's not for a penny, or quarter or two,
Cold eyes you know, vacant deserts only give illusions,
For that solo acapella, over the rusty pipe,

Only, maybe sometime, left him breathless,

Faking glances, is it the moon that you address?

Akshit Sharma
CED, Final Year

Life 1s a Maze

Like a maze the life goes around
creating some distractions those are sound

twisting and turning, just like a snake
preying on the mistakes, that we make

the distractions of this maze are hard to ignore
for we the greedy people only want them more

we all start our journey with a number of choices
and that we make based on our mind voices

some paths are circular making them a trap
getting people tired and making them crash

sometimes making the choice seems so easy
for life makes the circumstances so much cheezy

but the choices we make may lead to dead ends
and later we may not be able to make those amends

for life is a maze it has some right paths
which lead to paradise but may need some sacrifice

to take the right path we need to think
for it is not easy to find that link

to solve the maze needs eyes of an eagle
a strong gaze and wit of a beagle

we have a definite time to complete this maze
for the death is always keeping up its chase

he who solves it is the true champ
he is the man who nobody can clamp




WE ARE MODERN NITians

We go on strikes,

We damage our buses and bikes
We believe in destruction,
Without any interruption.

To argue with someone, we are good logicians

We, are modern NITians.

We are fond of novels and pictures,

We hoot and annoy our teachers

For attendance and marks we most care,
We try to give proxy everywhere.

We are good technicians

We are Modern NITians.

We are shameless without any aim,
We don't do anything but want fame
We never buy books but borrow,

We are the hopes of tomorrow.

But we participate in competitions
We are Modern NITians.

We mostly travel without ticket,

We love the commentary of cricket
We hate our books and Bhagwat Geeta,
We like only a Modern Sita.

During exams, we are like magicians
We are Modern NITians.

We Boycott Examinations,

We follow modern fashion

We like to wear faded jeans,

We like the library scenes.

We roam on roads as pedestrians
We are Modern NITians.

We never miss the cultural fests,
Inthem Fash-Pis the best.

We like to be called “Prudent”,
Although we are not good students.
Still we dream of being good civilians,
We are “Modern NITians”.

Vipul Agrawal
Civil, 2nd year
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: q Arthant Verma
ECE, Final Year

A HOSTEL ROOM

Ansty me, wet in the sweat of the tiredness

I lug myselfto the duvet and perish.

The power to skim mind, dim as the dungeons
The list of notes, stuck on the wall awaits removal.

Heap of things, chaired over one another, ramped up

One would wonder on the sight of a guitarin a lair.

Astretch of rope, clothed in the under wears of
Yonder years, basking the cold white of the tubelight.

A half eaten orange, on the seeds of which hasink
dried, the cover of the quilt redacted as curtains.

Ashoe here, ashoethere, dust flowering the floor,

Spiders above might dream of me, | reek remembrance.

The unused and unread book set, set agog awaiting
aread, keeping their shirts on, for my nose to sniff.

The graffition my cupboard, scoops of the ice creams
That melted some of their lifetimes, in these 8 corners.

Paperclippers, keeping the quilt cover curtain from
Coming down, itsrod, a lopsided tangent to the hook.

Apen, anew page of aphorisms, terse but true,

Time to cut some slack, but clench some tight.
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Sanyam Goel
CSE, Final Year

Seeing my crush in front, made my heart skip a beat,

| could feel her warm side with the same heat.
The attractive brownish strands of her hair,
Because of her mother | couldn't stare.

The smile on herfacesaiditall,

The meeting would have been perfect, if the span wasn't
that small.

Iwished I could've said, "Hey",

But before that came, the time to bid her, "Bye".
The many things that | wanted to say,
Butforthose, I'think| needto wait until, 'The Day".
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No Compulsory Attendance:
Boon or Bane?

We have compulsory attendance criterion in almost all engineering
colleges in the country. It has always been a topic of debate. After
dealing for about twelve or more years with attendance in schools, a
student entering college finds lectures insignificant. Colleges often
welcome a fresher with more of extracurricular activities than
studies. The rules regarding attendance are hence almost irrelevant.

Looking for Quality Teaching

A good teacher doesn't need rules of attendance to get students
attend his or her classes. Students will come on their own if they find
lectures effective. Force and compulsion never work in building up a
relationship. Relationship between teachers and students should
not stand on foundation of compulsion. Method of teaching,
interacting and inducing knowledge should automatically attract
students towards attending classes. It cannot be denied that just
attending does not necessarily mean the student is actually learning.
Learningis achoice, it can't be forced.

Why are lectures important?

There are subjects which can be studied on our own. But what we
learn during lectures is more effective as it is taught by the teacher
who has in-depth knowledge of the subject. Books don't tell as it is
told in lectures. A person with year long experience of teaching a
subject can help students in a better way. Moreover, lectures help in
maintaining regularity in studies and impart discipline in routine.
Regularly attending classes would reduce the last night burden
during exams.

Would No Compulsory Attendance Ruin a Segment?

Students dedicated to their career goals as engineers will work hard
and achieve even without attending lectures. But students who are
negligent towards studies will become vulnerable to failure though
they might find different fields. The authorities have enforced such
rules to save the latter ones who comprise a major fraction. Doing
something constructive when not attending classes is not an easy
job, especially in college lives which induce lethargy throughout.
What can be easily done is making plans. The authorities deciding
upon such decisions have an aim of developing high quality
engineers for the society; not of taking care of those who keep their
B.Tech degree as a backup.

Labs are Fun Learning

Practical knowledge and applications are of prime importance in all
fields of engineering. Labs do not require extra efforts to make them
interesting. Students are already excited about learning and using
new equipment. Attendance rules in labs are justified as practical
approach is the very aim of engineering courses. Doubt sessions in
tutorials also keep a check on students' preparation. Ultimately what
our jobs require are ability to work- in teams, new places, different
posts- not cramming books or exaggerating words.

The Fix is in You

It is indeed tough to reach a conclusion. As we rely on thousands of
amendments in our Constitution, in the same way the rule of
compulsory attendance can be modified to aid rather than be a
menace. Freedom of choice or cutting short college hours would
relieve students. Interest and sincerity of students in classes would
relieve teachers. Rest depends on zeal; zeal for studies, sports,
writing, dance or music. No rule, no threat can stop a passionate one
to achieve in his or her passion. However, if worked upon quality of
education, engineering can become a passion for major fraction as
well.

Kriti Kushwaha

ECE 1st Year

The BITS Pilani Paradox

“Sometimes, it is better to bunk a class and enjoy with friends;
because today when | look back, marks never make me laugh,
but memories do.”

-A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

BITS Pilani, one of highest ranked Engineering Colleges in

the country, believesin giving freedom to its students. BITS has
no compulsory attendance criteria, and you will still find
students with 90% attendance.

Here, you may not attend a single class if you wish, but
again, there are tests almost every other day. It is the sincerity
of students there which keeps them working hard, and not the
rules and regulations. Right from the day a student enters the
campus, all decisions are taken by themselves. They get to
design their own time table, they get to choose the teachers
they want to study under; and they can choose the
combination of courses of their choice.

This college does not have a minimum prescribed
attendance limit, and yet students attend lectures out of
curiosity, interest: things we hardly hearin our college.

There is a reason why BITS continues with this policy and
successfully. College life is not just sitting in classes for
attendance. It is for exploring yourself and finding a passion
that will withstand the test of time.

Often, it becomes very difficult to follow passions and
express talent when one is constrained by the iron rule of
attending classesall day long.

BITS is confident that its policy does not need to put up
silly rules to make students study. Zero Attendance, but no
compromise on performance is in fact a working formula.
Tests are conducted at regular intervals to maintain academic
stability, also. This puts students in their comfortable zone,
they can study the way they want to, encouraging academic
flexibility.

This policy is unique, and has tremendous success. BITS
alumni today have a number of people following their hearts
successfully outside of engineering, too. Colleges should not
place constraints on a growing mind, because the key to create
successful peopleisto let them fly, free of bonds.

Asmita Mahajan
ECE 1st Year
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Lights, glamour, people paper pepper, curtaing, poles,
posters, people paper patter, dances, manciples, roses,
rejections, boozes, people paper matier, endless, reeks,
cocktails, couples,

Mascaras, nudges, tipsy falls, frisky feelings, heart
breaks, heart makes, AQ, tonight, last night, singers, old
friends, new friends, drama, baffled teachers, Guitar Jamz,
sereams, peeps, roses, dreams, crushes, beats, base, rebels,
unknown people, acquaintances, organisations, frenzies,
makeups, markups, mark downs, mountaing, hills, ankle
breakers, clear sky, feet fly, people paper latter, colleges,
OAT, last night, funny horror, junk, funk, bands, mads,
memorable walks, nostalgic antics, funny pranks, money
banks, roaring night, baselese court , teary eyes, he cries,
people fly, people paper catcher, bamboo ties, bursting
cpeakers, paper paper chatter, friends forever, no
departmental dance , end of night , bbye.

~Arihant Verma
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| so want to go through that door at
What da you .
think about the Na aa, it's pseudo automatic, only
automatic funcHaons on occasions lfke convocation 23.16 %

entrance-door
of the admin B Wouldn't have been born, If you know
block? who haven't had scheduled to come. | alaaliEa]

- F hava been leﬂuil: it. Nothing spe- T ¥ X:’s
[ = 5

‘w5, it's the most Important need of
the hour keeping in mind the
]
82.47 % troublesome Internet problems in
hostels forget the entire college as
a whols.

Mo, it won't really bring any
_ significant change since it's baing X
17.53 % P L L .
hava baan takan so far

Definftefy! That would be a huge

. acvantage for everyone especially gl 1.4
Many other collages the neading students.

. have special programs to

provide coaching io the ™ They wmlt be much beneficial
final year students for unless we hire specialized 28.13 %

attaining better place-

menits. Should we have | . ®

Use wifi

Complete my assignments What do you do In

Read the next practical’s theory el

Fiddle with the instrumenis.

Curse tha slow spasd of passage of tima.

Is spending thousands of
rupees In Electrical
department for renovating
the building, faculty
chambers with brand new
AC%
o Justified when there Is no
92.78 % drinking water facility?,
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A teacher standing next to you starts staring at your o
answer sheet all of a sudden for no reason at all 23.46 %
- The mere topic(s) which wasn't studied is o
i- Which among the all over the question paper! 20.41 %
following things
i th ti Y tti idea, why the hell th
® surprise you the most in . ou areigetting no idea, why the hell the person 15.31%
] an sitting next to you is using a calculator
o axamination hall? .
After the exam, someone tells you that they filled 24.49 %
up even the last page of answer sheet! . o

Every time you look at the teacher, he keeps
staring right at you!

16.33%

26.32 % “What's the nesad? Students aren't research

oriented anywayl!” Why aren't wa
, o Library Administration needs resphta from thair allowed 24 hour
29.47 % so busy and hectic schedule. access to the
We can’t ba trusted with the labsl We are so library and Iabs.
» 27.37 % T ——— !
. Because there aren't required books to read in the
16.84 % i vl

They think it won't make any differanca. 1.04 %
Why are we not
allowead ta form They think it would lead to unnecessary 7.29 9
student bodies (mot disturbances in their work. -

the clubs) in the They think it would lead to politics & factlonalism

dents for vari 20.83 %
college by our among students for varlous posts.

administration? They are afraid of being expased and afrald of the collectiva 51.04 %
voice that would be raised against all wrongdoings. .

Has anybody aven asked for it yat? 19.79 %

15.46 % Dara to say a faint hello

Great an acquaintanca nearby immediataly ta What do you do

4.12 % when you pass by a
pratend to not have seen. e ror Dkb ot
44.33 % Take out mobile to pretend toggling with it S EAG Sl R

Tarun Goel (Alumnus): w- 3TST 3 TIefehal & Bitedl ol TR 8 /9 ool 8 Siafeh
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After dillydallying, of being (mis)informed about the
construction of the new basketball court, a world class outdoor
was carved out of a semester of non-activity but there were sighs
and cheers at the end of the odd semester. The new basketball
court has an extra layer of tough reinforced material which helps
hoopers save their ankle shoes from getting holed in. Both the
basket posts are new, so are the tougher and tighter new rims.
Inter branch boys basketball saw a turn of events with MED
returning strong after years of passiveness with 6’5 Anurag
Mishra beating every defense tactic.

]éa(_iinton (Gils)
sp R'l'e ! g !

,z!-'A

-

Cricket Basketball (Boys) Basketball (Girls)

2



Last year’s winners EEE ran into second place ever after
playing without their main rebounder, Sidhartha Rana, due to his
ligament injury. Inter branch boys volley ball was, too, won by
MED beating ECE in the finals. Cricket’s jovial rivalry ended up
with defending champs, logicians cum statisticians cum tech gurus
cum programming geeks cum coders cum sudoers, CSE, retaining
their winner’s title. Civil, the last time runner ups, retained their
title. EEE won the inter branch football.

Inter branch badminton was won by EEE, shoving into sweat,
the runner ups Civil. Goutham Kumar outperformed the rest of the
opponents, with Nalin Gaur giving a tough fight back. Inter branch
TT boys saw MED’s win with Vineet Kumar Chaturvedi and
Harshit Yadav playing to the end of the conquest, while CSE being
runner ups stood up a wall, Ekramul Ansari playing back with all
the might. Snooker boys inter branch, was again won by CSE
defeating Civil. Rhijul Sood and Bhaskar Kalia were the tough pair
of competitors.

Inter branch girls chess winner was Kritika(ECE), fondly
known as ‘Matthi’, and the runner up was Deepika Dutta from
CSE. Inter branch girls carom singles was won by Neha Raju from
computer science and Shweta Saroj (MED) came second. Carom
Doubles were won by Architecture Department’s Preety and
Ayushi’s team. Inter branch girls Badminton was won by CSE
department with Eesha Kapoor, Shushmita Mehta, Amandeep
Kang, Neha Negi outplaying others, while Archi’s team : Vidhisha
Bharwal, Sonia Sharma, Meghna Roy, Vidya coming second.

At this point of writing, the annual sports meet Lalkar, was due.
Due to the outbreak of swine flu in the north western parts of India,
many teams were unable to compete at MNIT’s sports fest after its
cancellation. Inter NIT at NIT Trichy had already taken place, and
Thapar University’s Sports Fest clashed with the Lalkar dates.
Also, inter years of most of the sports are going on. Basketball Inter
year Boys’ final is going to happen between 3rd and final year. 2nd
year gave a tough resistance to both of the finalists with Dhananjay

Singh Dharela shining out with his flushing three point plays.

Faculty members, as always, have been supporting and
celebrating every form of sport and some of them have themselves
been playing regularly without a stop. With their constant facebook
posts, they kept us motivated even off the field. Gratitude from the
sport community to YD sir, Surender Soni Sir, Anoop Sir,
Siddhartha Chauhan sir and all the unnamed alike for their
unwavering support.

Sports @ NIT H have always been as lush as green in the grass
and as tough as the ground without the grass in the off season. It has
motivated students to manage better, play team, and develop all
around skills in one’s personality. Long Live Sports at NIT H and
its arenas.
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Being a student of any technical institution such as ours, the prime aim for most of us, the budding engineers, is
to get placed in a big company; be it a multinational or any indigenous venture. For the very motive, most of us
are studying to make our futures bright and secured. Training and Placement in all the departments are deeply
interrelated with each other. The better the exposure one can get at the end of 3rd year in a nice internship
project, the better are the chances to crack the interviews of the companies coming for on-campus placements.

It is safe to state that every person did something or the other in their respective field of interest and tried their
levels best to get the best placements they could, hereis a glimpse of this year's placement season.

Many new companies came for the first time this year. The year long visit included Maruti Suzuki, Hero, Honda
Cars, Ashok Leyland, Bhushan Steel, Godrej, Jindal Steel, Iseg, Alstom, NPCL, Bhushan Steel, Grey B, Tata Power,
Jindal Steel, LnT, Oracle, DRDO, Technip, Johnson and Johnson, Paytm, Snapdeal, Housing, Drishti etc. This year's
final year of the CSED showed a huge uplift in the training and placement section. With almost more than 30
companies visiting for the on-campus placements, the packages went up to as high as 16 Ipa.

Sankalp Sharma, CSE had a PPO from Belzabar with a package of 8.64 LPA. Other PPOs included Civil Engineering
studentsJitender Singh Dansinghta, Vishal Pandey, Vivek Tiwari, Akhil Sharma with a package of 5.0 LPA each.
ECE's Priyanka Sadana was the girl with the highest package with 8 LPA from SAP Labs. Other people in this
company included Narendra Joshi, ECE. Mechanical students, Nikhil Kumar and Yogesh Panwar and Electrical
student, Shiwali Sharma, got placed in Johnson and Johnson with a package of 7.5 LPA. Notable companies like
Hero gave a package of 6.5 LPA to mechanical student, Prerit Pandey. The super final year from Architecture also
showed great talent with off campus placements in companies like LnT and many more with high packages.

Inanumber overview, EEE had maximum placements with 90.04% placement percentage, followed by CSE, ECE,
MED and Civil with 86.66, 82.75, 76.25 and 51.38 % respectively. Mechanical and Electrical had highest no. of
multiple placements with MED having 36 and EEE having 30 respectively. ECE people had the most no. of eligible
for placements students

The percentage of students (M.Tech) placed in different types of organizations are as follows:

Geotechnical, Transportation: 10%

CAD-CAM (MED): 13.33%

Thermal(MED): 12.50%

Condition Monitoring Protection and Control of Electrical Apparatus (EEE): 6.66%
Power Systems (EEE): 13.33%

VLS| Design and Automation Techniques (ECE): 25%

Communication Systems and Networks (ECE): 23.52%

ComputerScience and Engineering: 35.71%

Architecture: 10.88%

Final year had had long discussions with passed out seniors. Many suggested that instead of only one TPR and
some ATPRs along with TPO handling all the placements there should be a group of people working year round
and together, so that we could build our own active Placement Office. Some even suggested that third years
should be made part of it so that next year's final year won't face a dearth of experience.

An Interesting Placement Story:
One extremely interesting placement scenario of Tarun Gusain, CSE goes as forth:

When this name comes into picture, there lies the best placement story ever possible. He has been a fun loving
person round the college life and wasn't much of a geeky one. It was the time when Paytm Co. came for
placement when his future got lit up brighter than he himself had ever thought of. In his very own words, “The
aptitude and the coding rounds went of pretty well and luckily, | managed to get into the technical interview. But,
that was the time | came across some real trouble in answering the questions as | was lagging in theory and even
the interviewer mocked me to have made a better use of the opportunity | was given. During the interview, even
though | wasn't able to answer all the questions up to the mark, there was one thing that | clung onto as hard as |
could; that I didn't give up. As | had earlier expected, | wasn't shortlisted so | went back to the hostel and got
myself off the load of formal uniform to get some fun after a tiresome day. But just when the fun began rolling, |
got a call from one of my friends saying Paytm people wanted me to show up ASAP for the HR round. There was
something that they had liked, | knew what it was. So | went back to the venue hurriedly in the informal shirt and
shorts that | was wearing, because there wasn't a second. | could have wasted to grab this golden opportunity
bouncing back at me. Yes! You read it correct there wasn't any formal dress that | was wearing but that was the
last thing on my mind at that time. All | wanted to do then was to transform this opportunity into success and so |
did. I clung backto my 'Don't Give Up No Matter What!" attitude and it finally worked in my favour.”
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B AN GLE S , a wom/ mmnferprefeﬁ/ /mye@ @ us all. 9 could e mclusive of jmwfﬁ amony di different jemﬁm it could he
wality manj them, it could e ufopm, butitis not. I's not on@ about the adverse situations but also about how a woman is

AND 4 @eﬁ/ under normal circumstances when she is raisedin a /ow@ fam; ly, \gn/en allthe basic amenities, education, ﬁ'ee/om
T HE of peecﬁ andc opinion, 9E's abhout how she comes fﬁm@ﬁ, and ﬁ'ﬂﬁfy tothe penu/ﬁmafe.

M E T T L E :']We won 'fja fm', insteady wi@'wf narratea few incidents that ﬁappenea/ within our very campus.

#Scene: Student giving presentations on women empowerment, a curious, albeit insulting
IN comment arises from the audience "If girls strive for equality, why do they form sepﬁrate quevu;:/sj /
~ at the banks or such locations?" Girl answers, "That it is done for facilitating glrls and it gi
THEM them the added security against untoward pushes". The stunmng response, “All this is
#real incidents imaginary, just in the girls’ mind”. Hearing s arguments, the other girls of the class try
» - justifying. The boy proudly responds, "SHU .He is met with a resounding applause from

the extremely educated nglﬁﬁ..lﬂ-ﬂ-lﬁif.il";‘hha mpt ﬂge girl questions him, "if it was your mom
at the Delhi bus stand, would yousend h ]gp.e to stand for buying tickets?", to which the boy

i "Of co Se, nd her and I'd stand bes1de her"
“"MS‘“ \

}; his spec /mmr 0y, we Al »(e toaska 7ue.vﬁon, ?Uou//you, Sir, mfﬁer, m':proue yaum/apa/f ng opmzon orwould
- Youfollowyo , 5is femrwyﬁaroumﬁ/yourenﬁre fi feﬁme, 63}@ "THA prafecﬁue.von/érofﬁer/ﬁméan/ "

Agreein “ ,66 1f':0m"r jirﬁ' ﬁ?; 5}7‘@@@ a/ory then it w1/7 he the very same é(y who wau/a/s@ “I’U@ do these
j;rﬁ" 6rmﬂ peap@ a/anj can 'ffﬁwzyfﬁ/o the fﬁzryx themselyes”

Beli ieving that wearing suits adds a [protectives hield, fora jﬂ"/i clothes are offen blamed| ﬁr- ew»yz‘ﬁmj that mi jﬁf Mﬂpen fo
her, from rapestoinviting mfm/[mmﬁeem ond| /eermj andwhatnot! Letus 8 futs fﬂomfouffﬁafu um/ﬂ ly not true.

#Scene: Two friends go to Jwala Ji, wearing traditional Indian garb, ( suits and dupattas) and
~Siddha Ganju guess what happens. They are minding their own business, enjoying the religious ambience of
the temple and NO, they are not accompanied by any male companion and YES, they are
subjected to just the same amount of ogling and unwanted stares as a girl wearing jeans, skirts or
even a bikini would be. When they decide to stroll around the main market they have to put up
with a bunch of uncouth boys, some even in their 30s, hoodlumbing

Divya Saini

~ Weare notsaying thatallmen are misoqynists because when these ﬂwﬁr s got lnte aM couldnot cateh the bus to the colle eqe fﬁgy
ns/ e on theirmale friend to /rap themoff. 'L

¥ ll
ale ratio; respected teacher, discussing approaching final exam; He is going on about how the
ew people might crack the tough numericals. Casually he turns to the girls and says, "You need
igging up here”. Boys in the class receive the statement cheering and thumping the benches.

1y
i

 girls foﬁ/ay have reached the outer space itself. wﬁm‘ywex a rey/mfe/ teacher the ri jﬁf to stercotyfre as s uch, Instead of
i y:, the internet is filled with [rosts stating that it's unfair that every jzr/ treats quys asa ﬁoffmfm/ rapist. But w@
s every jw/ hass, at some fpointin her life, been suby Jﬂ(}feﬁ/ to the dis .vcmmmﬂﬁm based dygenﬁ[er

onymous with rafpists, molesters an/#c;@wmen As half the j;r[v in ca/@e, who have heen
i b\gwf fﬁem, even féefr ent, fﬁgfﬁ/ex/wfe 5&@3&1‘6/% y are mm;g/ Weare too cymm/ aswell as

p 7,

Il

Everybody has a good time ys and girls
ave for their - .



Breaking out of this campus culture, do we expect things tdbe al

Ni jﬁfnmmﬁ mporfx.vp/mﬁeﬁ/ all across fmnfp@ex of every newspajer, “Two  year 0&1’;
comfort, and ﬁrow/e forher. :

Freakincident, “Father memﬁm@ beats Flﬁ/uﬁ‘/mgﬁfer I broad dowl y{gﬁf ona 5&4{71(0

andwhen ques; tioned | éy awell) meamrwaneﬂ, the mother re.vponﬁ/ ed that ﬁerﬁ/aqgﬁfer/m

éemj that she had an aﬁ[mr with an unknown non- exisfenﬁa/ human enﬁ{y that she ﬁa/ ne e
confmua@ denied, But the father wouldy 4y no heed Thei irony here was that the father was a cof op,
And, even iﬁ'ﬁe did haveone, is fﬁ__emaffef rm_@yé 6@ thatitneeds to be aﬁwige/ tothe opemfree n

of eternal love (Radha Krishna), ap@( love marriage ( Mata Parvati ond Lord Shiva), W@ is iz imp

In an lmpﬂmonm/;peecﬁ atthe UN 74)‘0')0'1@ s # He ?’oréﬁe c %ﬂa ign, Emma Watson érifj ".
how the discrimination between the two sexes ;mpacfy h fe a// mymf' ow tfmfﬁ‘encey our basic pgcﬁe, how.

not considered " Wmn@ enmgﬁ How at every erﬂ a woman ﬁm to wpré fw:cf#y ﬁN an to prope

fermale actress earns ds mm@ less than their male counferﬁmfy e

‘ i Y N -
Feminism isnot an ugly ly word, Z feministis not M/)@vﬁf it's someone hel ef/inj?v n equali dto rea z
éezrzg.v and our fivst and foremost res fronsi ihily ity is to be humane and. accept that wé‘a// are flawed ana M{nw /
discrimination, without, ju{/gemenfs, w;fﬁoufﬁr\ejudfces, 50 6oyj next ﬁmemmeéoﬁ@r@y, oysdontery’

Ll - i

RN
We wor.vﬁi/a Goddesses ﬁ/winj The Navratras, ﬁom’ej'bf oﬁ/e 2gototh femples, wory &
éeinﬂ and that of their families. 9tis ;ﬂea@ di ,vﬁmrfeni one realizes that 5500 41 %'(;r

minds that women are somehow inferior to them, fﬁm‘ lﬁ%y were émfffor thep nfoseo Feee

next f:memmeéo@ fells syou, "act ke o ﬂirfiyou tellthem ) you Nactlike Your. 96{
i

i

ec;m/ treatment. that somehow a woman who jn/e.v birth toa ﬁmué child is an onset of do 7 "

crime for such evil, and do not take a stance for the bivth of their own 9e de m/ cm%
rejpecfﬁm/ treat awoman as sﬁe deserves, We realize thatnot et/e@éa@ ﬁemm ¢, thatth
our country the /myer myor@ of men aswell as women still labor und f e lq 5i0. ﬁ

herown ujuxf an object. a means to an end, Com‘m/mnj thatwe worsh "

are the bi ! . ﬁi‘i

ufoﬁiﬁm lond, a land that India wmmppoy_e/ fo' e

S'f/’flﬂl' deities
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Plastic Roads: Roads of the Future

THE PRESENT SCENARIO:

Plastic is used everywhere for packaging, protecting, serving,
and even disposing all kinds of consumer goods. The
consumption of plastics has increased from 4000 tons/annum
(1990) to 4 million tons/annum (2001) to 135 million
tons/annum (2011). It is non-biodegradable and can remain
intact for as long as 4500 years on earth. It is attributed to this
that plastics are the main culprit responsible for environmental
pollution and serious health problems in humans and animals
alike. Plastic waste is perhaps the unavoidable fallout of the
'Global Consumer Economy'. The question is not “plastic v/s no
plastic” rather it is the concern of judicious use and re-use of
these plastics which have insidiously invaded the remotest
corners of our lives and posed a major environmental
challenge.

HISTORY:

Keeping in mind the need for bulk use of these wastes in India,
Dr. R. Vasudevan, Dean and Head of the Chemistry
Department, Thiagarajar College of Engineering (TCE),
Madurai, conducted a research for investigating the possibility
of being able to use plastic in the road making. With full
support from the college authorities, Dr. Vasudevan laid the
first 60-foot -long plastic road within the campus. Though
plastic waste has been a nagging problem for civic authorities,
with thousands of tonnes of garbage generated every day, it
took years of discussion for Dr. Vasudevan to be acknowledged
by organizations like the Central Pollution Control Board,
National Rural Roads Development Agency, Central Road
Research Institute, Indian Centre for Plastic Environment and
the National Highways Authority of India.

POLYMER MODIFIED BITUMEN:

In the construction of flexible pavements, bitumen plays the
role of binding the aggregate together by forming a coating
over the aggregate surface. It also helps to improve the
strength of the road. But its resistance towards water is poor.
Anti-stripping agents are being used. A common method to
improve the quality of bitumen is by modifying the rheological
properties of bitumen by blending with organic synthetic
polymers like rubber and plastics.

PREPARATION OF POLYMER-AGGREGATE-BITUMEN MIX:

e (leaned and dried plastic wastes (e.g. disposed carry
bags, films, cups and thermocol) is segregated and
that with a maximum thickness of 60 microns is
shredded into small pieces(2.36 mm- 4.75mm size).
PVCis notsuitable for this process.

e The aggregate is heated to 165° C in a mini hot mix
plant.

e Shredded plastic is added to the hot mix. The plastic
gets softened and coated over the surface of the
aggregate giving an oily look in 30-60 sec.

e Hot Bitumen (heated upto a maximum of 160°C to
ensure good binding) is added immediately and the
contents are mixed well.

e The mix, when cooled to 110-120°C can be used for
road laying using 8 ton capacity road roller. As the
plastics are heated to a maximum temperature of
165°C, there is no evolution of a gas. When heated
above 270°C, the plastics get decomposed and above
750°Cthey get burnt to produce noxious gases.

ENHANCED PROPERTIES OF THE MIX:

Coating of plastic over aggregate to the tune of 10-15% by
weight of bitumen improves the binding properties of the mix:

e Higher softening point and lower penetration point
duetointerlinking of polymer molecule with bitumen.

e |esser moisture absorptive capacity due to coating
dueto coating of plastics at the surface.

e Betterductility, higher Marshall Stability value.

e Betterstrippingvalue (no stripping on soaking in water
for72 hours).

e High compressive strength (>100mpa) and high
flexural strength (>450Kg/cm with respect to the
binding property).

e The roads are twice as strong as normal roads and
resistant towards water stagnation and lesser
bleeding.

SALIENT FEATURES OF THE POLYMER-WASTE-BITUMEN MIX
ROAD:

e Roadstrengthistwice strongerthan normalroads.

e Resistance towards water stagnation i.e. no potholes
areformed.

Aditya Bindra
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e |essbleedingduringsummer.

e Burningof plastics waste could be avoided.

e |tdoesnotinvolve any extra machinery.

e [tdoesnotincrease cost of road construction.

e |t helpstoreduce the consumption of bituminous mix
vis-a-vis reduce cost.

CONCLUSION:

The use of the innovative technology of using recycled plastic
wastes in pavement asphalt has not only strengthened the
road construction but it has also increased the road life. It has
created a source of income and helped improve the
environment. The plastic coating on the aggregates reduces
the voids and thus results in reducing rutting, raveling and
pothole formation. Plastic roads would be a boon for India's
hot and extremely humid climate, where temperatures
frequently cross 50°C and torrential rains create havoc, leaving
most of the roads with big potholes. It is hoped that in near
future we will have strong, durable and eco-friendly roads
which will relieve the earth from all type of plastic-waste.
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Therelwasin my OS lab, surfing the net (obviously! We

are NITians, desperate for internet), when | asked Swapanti
about the SECRET poems she writes. And as usual, she
declined my request. But this time she also posed a
qguestion, “What if | wanted to read something you
wrote?”. |, being an opportunist jumped at this question
and showed her my blog. Although it had just 150 views in a
month, | think it was pretty well written. And, just so that
people of other countries or those who couldn't
understand English did not have a problem, | even added a
Translate' option, but | never tested it.

So, this time, as we were jobless, we decided to test this
one. And not only was it funny, but it also made me think,
that even today when technology has advanced so much,
we are having this problem. I'll show you. One of the lines in
my blog read,

“Every modern-world human has one reason to thank
Jan Koum and Brian Acton (90% of the people reading this
don't know who they are), and that is for WhatsApp. But
one disadvantage of itis, well, it cannot be used on PCs. Not
toworry, hereisthe way to help you break that jinx.”
andits Hinditranslation was,

“SICe ST fFTeh 51T el 2T SJf2halT 31T AT T Ueb IRV & tSu dkse 3R
ST Tere (T8 TG P AR T 90% & fh T ax @ EuaT 181 8), iR Ts T8 &
WhatsApp @it I8 T T 318 & feb, Sleb &, & 7181 fehaT SiT FebelT & UIATA
eI FRIT P T, TET AT ST A AT H 7as R b 1e1q Uep AT 817

Not only could 2 words not be understood by the
machine but it also completely and relentlessly ruined the
grammatical rules of Hindi. Its funny though:).

| searched a little about it on the net, and stumbled
upon what is called NLP — Natural Language Processing.
The above problem is a small, yet very huge part of NLP.
And well, truly speaking, even after reading numerous
pages on Wikipedia related to NLP, | have hardly
understood anything. | have understood the problem, but
not the solution, because there is no fool-proof solution
yet. I'll try to be as simple and as short as possible in
explainingittoyou.

NLP is an attempt to give the machines a HUMAN-LIKE-
NATURE and linguistic knowledge. A brain of its own




(Artificial Intelligence), discretion, spontaneity, an ability to
understand and derive the intended meaning of what humans
speak or write. One part of this is the problem | encountered,
translating one language to another without losing the meaning
and also taking care of the grammatical rules of both the
languages.

As a programmer, | did think for a little while that it can be
programmed to obey suchrules, not a huge task. But then, back to
my human nature | realized that its impossible. Humans keep
inventing new words, new slangs, new phrases, sayings every day.
Not to forget the PUN, that's something machines cannot be
programmed to understand.

The research on NLP dates back to 1950, when for the first
time Alan Turing (Popularized by 'The Imitation Game' Movie)
posted an article COMPUTING MACHINERY AND INTELLIGENCE,
which gave birth to the TURING TEST, which now is used as a
measure of Computer Intelligence. In short, Turing Test is the
machine's ability to exhibit intelligent behavior equivalent to that
ofahuman.

A decade after this there was no significant development in
this field. Just a couple of limited intelligence machines were
made —ELIZA and SHRDLU, by coding in numerous rules, the same
way as | thought. Another decade went by without any significant
development. A few CHATTER BOTS were made — PARRY,
Jabberwacky and Racter, which could hardly match the originality
of a human conversation, but did pass the Turing Test. Another 20
years passed without any significant development, probably the
only areain the field of computer science that's been stagnant for
suchalongtime.

Finally, there was a breakthrough, thanks to the Moore's Law
(number of transistors on an IC doubles every 2 years) and the
lessening of Transformational Grammar theories (Chomskyan
Theories). The use of Parts of Speech tag for every word in any
language made it a lot easier to process the human language into
machine understandable form. This coupled with the Hidden
Markovian Model (Yes, that's a part of Mathematics, also used in
speech, handwriting and gesture recognition) has given rise to
statistical models that are a lot more dependable and robust. The
intense research at the IBM labs and the multilingual texts
produced by the Canadian Parliament and the European Union
resulted in notable successesin the field of machine learning from
natural languages.

The task was made simple by a number of General Learning
Algorithms, which are developed by statistically drawing
inferences from a large set of documents that have been hand-
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annotated with correct values. In other words, its similar to a
circus trainer training the animals to respond correctly to his
gestures by repeatedly making them do so. So, more or less,
its the same as teaching a child the alphabets, then the parts
of speech, then sentences and then expressions. It's a
different thing that humans themselves learn the art of
sarcasm and pun, something that the machines aren't
capable of.

So, even after 65 years of R&D, NLP yet remains a far-
offdream. Not only will the level of comforts reach new
heights, butitwillusherinanew eraintherealm of Al.

There are numerous tasks that will be made possible if
NLPisachievedtothelevel we wantit. Some of which are:

e Machine Translation: The problem that | stated in the
beginning of this article. Automatic and accurate
translation from one human language to other
without the loss of intended meaning. It requires a
lot of HUMAN KNOWLEDGE — grammar rules,
semantics, universal facts, expressions, sarcasm, etc.

e Automatic Summarization: Imagine a machine
producing a summary of a huge chunk of data you
enter — | just hope | live long to enjoy that luxury.
Wonder what will be the format of exams then!

e Natural Language Generation: Convert a chunk of
information from graphs or databases into human
understandable form —TEXT.

e Optical Character Recognition: Given a printed text,
recognize it. Considerable developments have been
made in this field though.

e Question and Answering: Given a human-language
question, determine its answer. Typical questions
have a specific right answer (such as "What is the
capital of Canada?"), but sometimes open-ended
questions are also considered (such as "What is the
meaning of life?").

e Sentiment Analysis: Extract subjective information
usually from a set of documents, often using online
reviews to determine "polarity" about specific
objects. Itis especially useful for identifying trends of
public opinion in the social media, for the purpose of
marketing.

e Speech Segmentation: Separating words in a speech
ofahuman.

e Speech Recognition

e Word Sense Disambiguation

Aashit Singh

CSE, Second Year
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These are the ones | could understand. There are many
more other uses, which | could hardly comprehend.

Definitely, we are not far from the day when we can
actually live the life we see in superhit hollywood sci-fi
movies. There's a lot of research going on in this field.
Google, the source of 70% of my knowledge, is spending a
huge chunk of itsincome in this area and so are a number of
other IT giants. The motive is the same, a better life for
humans. Imagine the day, you call a machine your best
friend, just because he can do all the tasks of a human-
think, laugh, cry, crack jokes, comfort you. But, in the end,
there are 2 things that are solely the property of Humans
and can never be transferred of taught —SPONTANEITY and
IMPROVIZATION. Thus, | would conclude this article by
asking a question, courtesy of Alan Turing, CAN MACHINES
THINK?

THE UNEXPECTED VisiTor
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Revanta, Life i1s 'Supra

The reverse countdown had just started
10...9...8...7... The moment was very crucial as the
outcome of our hard word, time and dedication was
going to be presented before us. My heart was
beating very fast to the verge of bursting out. | was
biting my nails swiftly. The moment we were waiting
for long had come and result was on the screen. We
started our hunt for our team name 'Revanta' on it but
couldn't find it. For the first time, | was too desperate
for something. It was this name 'Revanta’ that | badly
wanted to be there on the list.

REVANTA came into existence when Anirudh came
about my room when | was just about to go to sleep
and asked if | wanted to participated in Supra 2015. |
was taken by surprise because | knew very well, the
high standard of Supra(Short for 'Super Racing'), in
which a group of enthusiasts design and make a
formula like car and ultimately race to win. | want to
become a designer, so | was instantly hooked by the
opportunity my friend had just unfolded, and in no
sooner than instant | said yes. | knew various teams
who had successfully made their formula cars, and it
was to be very difficult to compete with them. At that
time, Vijay and Harpreet had already joined the team.
The big rock ahead of us was money. Even the
registration fee was too high : Rs 17000. So we
decidedtoexpandtheteamto 18.

We were frowned upon when we went to people
taking our proposal of joining the team. We were
refused with excuses : “Are you mad! It's not a child's
play. It requires really high skill of knowledge”. The
most disappointing and preposterous excuse was :
“Yaar mujhe Hill 'ffair me participate karna hai, to
mere paas time nahi hai ”. Hearing this particular
response, we got a feel that we were not studyingin a
technical college at all. That is when we decided to




include 2™ years. We made it happen. Now, we had 6 from
3" year (myself, Aniruddha(captain), Vijay, Karun, Harpreet
and Mandeep Syal ) and 12 from second year. We started
our mission with daily meetings (9 pm onwards) in Bagde's
room. | remember, when 5 of us were calculating cost
estimations, Harpreet set aside a little to calculate
something with a really serious face. We felt something was
wrong, so we asked. When he opened his mouth, we
guffawed like hell. He said : “Paaji ye to theek hai ki car 5
lakhs ki banegi par jeetne ke baad to 12 lakh milenge unka
kya karenge”. That's the kind of spirit we wanted.

The first round was a virtual round, where we were
supposed to present a complete and analysed design model
report of the car. The most memorable night of all were
when we were deciding the dimensions of the car. They
were large and we wanted to get the feel of them by drawing
full scale. So we made the sectional view on the walls of
Bagde's room. Uss time uske room ki haalat dekhne waali
thi:D.

The main work got done in winter vacations. Obviously we
kicked home visits away. Anirudh, Harpreet and Karun were
given the work of cost estimation and checkin the durability
of the parts. For this, they had to wander place to place all
day. Mandeep was finding sponsors for our team. Vijay and |
were chosento designthe car.

Our day began in the morning and we worked till 1 at night.
We had mid night short escapades to ekta where we'd
rejoice everytime a group member got us anything to eat.
The toughest part was to design the impact attenuator
which is mounted in the front of car to absorb shock during
collision. We designed 52 different models to reach the
appropriate result. Analysing a single model in Ansys
required approximately 2-3 hours, and in process our
laptops didn't shut for 4-5 days straight. We completed our
design report 5 days prior to the the event and reached
Chennaiaday before.

Our deciding day started with a small introduction by the
SAE officials. We were already having goosebumps. We
were a little intimidated by the teams who had their own
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team T shirts with their logos in front and their
sponsors' on the backs. Some even had their
prototypes ready. We were feeling we were among the
best automobile engineers, when suddenly we were
called in for the presentation. We had the idea that
we'd be done after giving the CD of our design report.
But to our surprise the jury asked us to present too. We
adapted, improvized and decided to pick up our parts
of the presentation. Thankfully, the impromptu
presentation went well. We couldn't sleep that night
hoping forthe results to be declared next day.

The three screens were far from us. We rushed to the
bigger screen for a clearer view. Teams who had found
their names there, were celebrating. Since our team's
name was the shortest, | filtered out my eye's checking
outto the shortest team names. There, at 62" position
'REVANTA' was shining proudly. The next instant we
found no bound to our joy. We were at top of our
worlds, giving an illusion as if, there was nothing more
left to achieve for an instant. We called Sunand Sir, the
first thing, and told him about our achievement. After
that our phones rejoiced the drain of batteries as much

aswedid, the whole night.

At that time, the only thought that ruled my mind was :
“Yes we did it, not because of luck, but only because we
deserved it, we earned it out of our hard work. The
struggle we underwent, the pain we took, the long days
we worked continuously away from home, while others
were enjoying with their families, had finally paid off.
We worked because we had no excuses and complaints
to pull us down. Team work and commitment is what
ensures that result is what it should be.”

Kuldeep Kushwaha

MED, Third Year
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Niharika Mathur
Architecture, Third Year

“If you are having trouble to knowing where to begin. Begin
Anywhere!”

[t was a hot a summer evening in Delhi as | waited in the

passenger lounge of the Indira Gandhi International
Airport, for the boarding announcement of my flight that
was going to finally take me home, to Abu Dhabi after an
entire semester and the most tiresome ( and exciting ) end
semester trip. It had indeed been a very long day. | was
extremely tired, desperate to get home almost
immediately and... my flight was delayed. So there | was,
sitting at the airport, done with my third latte. | had
browsed through the duty free a couple times, eaten some
junk, bought a book and done possibly everything one can
do at the airport. Now there was nothing left to do. And |
had no option. It was time. Time to 'introspect'. To look
back at my life, to realize my dreams and goals and how |
had wasted two years at college. Realize that | probably
knew nothing about Architecture and needed to get
serious. | was suddenly suffocated at the thought of
spending my life cleaning diapers and regretting not taking
charge of things at the right time. Almost instantly |
grabbed my phone and called up my dad to check up the
status on the internships | had applied for. He never
answered.
% k sk sk ok

After 6 hours later | was home, sitting at my desk. | did not
get a response to any of my internship applications. Due to
some rule of the government | could not intern there as |
was a foreign student to the country. But what | received
instead was my first ever “Appointment Letter” from one of
the greatest names associated with Architecture in today's
world, Pell Frischmann. Since | couldn't intern there, they
had agreed to keep me as a temporary employee for a

period of 4 weeks.
k ok kok ok

THE 4 WEEKS:

On my first day at work, | was very excited. Never had | been
to an office before. The thought of being in a professional
environment, with real practicing architects was perhaps
the most appealing thought | had had in a very long time.
My mentor, Yashashree, an Indian, was a junior architect
there. She was a young and lively woman, new to the city
and as excited as a little child at a magic show, when she
first met me. The rest of her team comprised of three
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two civil engineers, both Indians. And of course Akhila, my
friend from schooland also a fellow aspiring architect.

The first couple of days, they just kept handling me old
drawings, and showed me designs of their works.
Yashashree, would always keep telling me about the
various places | should know about as an architecture
student. She would keep giving me magazines and
websites, so | could browse through architecture from
around the world. The most fascinating part of my job, to
me, was having, my own desk. Acomputer with some of the
most amazing design softwares and drawers full of the
most colorful stationary to dabble with.

It wasn't until the end of the first week when Akhila and |

finally met Nikhil. Nikhil Salunkhay, Senior Architect, Pell
Frischmann, Abu Dhabi. He was the “boss”. The big guy, we
received orders from and had to answer to at the end of
every week. He probably gave us our biggest and most
complex design problem yet and he was also the best jury |
had had the opportunity to encounter when it came to
criticizing my work and telling me how to improve.

The rest of the time was spent planning and designing,
learning and acquiring knowledge. The best part of the day
used to be lunch hour. Eating with Filipino colleagues
turned out to be one of the most intriguing things ever.
Edward, the draftsman, always had the most amazing food
stories to share. Like this one time he had snakes on this
camping trip. Or the time when he had the most delicious,
fertilized ostrich egg.

At the end of the four weeks | had learnt that perhaps | had
not entirely wasted my two years at college, and that, to be
anarchitectis not just about extensive work and night outs.
| just had to expand my horizons, be innovative, live up to
my potential and aim at creating the best designs
achievable.

Internship Experience : Architecture



| would like to share with you my experience of the time | spent
during my summer internship here at NITH. Nine of us, the up-
and-coming Civil Engineers from 3" year and a student from LPU
were selected as summer interns for three departmental projects
namely the Landslide Hazard Zonation of Kullu Valley, Debris Flow
Inventory of Lahaul Valley and Glacial Lake Inventory of Lahaul
Region; under Dr. R. S. Banshtu, Dr. V. K. Sharda and Sh.
ChanderPrakash respectively.

We joined in as interns on June 5, 2014. Our initial days went on
literature review. We studied all past researches done on similar
projects. Landslides, the most frequent natural hazards, affect
the environment and the human life significantly. They are
widespread in the Himalayan region. Similarly, glacial lakes in the
Himalayan region have come to a stage where they are posing a
considerable threat to the lives of many. A glacial lake is a lake
with its origin in a melted glacier. It is formed when a glacier
erodes the land and melts thereafter; filling the hole it has
created. Due to global warming, there is rapid melting of glaciers
and snow fields that feed these lakes. Their volume has increased
and now they pose threat of bursting. A very recent example of
thisis the Kedarnath disaster that occurred due to the bursting of
Lake Chorabari. To mitigate these disasters, it is imperative to
identify such lakes in the Himalayan region.

We worked on GIS system to do the analysis and data
management. For landslide and debris flow, we studied the
factors that triggered these hazards. We used satellite imagery,
toposheets, thematic maps of soils and geology, and digital
elevation model (DEM) as our resources. We converted them into
digital format. Using weighted sum and overlay process we were
abletogenerate landslide hazard zonation map of Kullu.

For glacial lakes, we identified the location of these lakes using
satellite imagery. With the help of imageries of past few years, we
studied the trend of increase in its volume, which signified the
rapid melting of glaciers and hence, increased the risk of twisting
of alake.

All this computational work was carried out daily from 10 in the
morning to 4 in the evening. June was a month of scorching heat
and it would compel us to move out of our hostels to comfortable
air-conditioned computational laboratories to do work.

We had completed most of our computational work in one

month. To collaborate with the actual site conditions, our
mentors planned a field visit to Kullu and Lahaul & Spiti districts.

Internship Experience : Civil

We visited various landslide locations that came on our way
alongtheroadside. We surveyed them and realized multiple
causes and effects of these natural disasters. In fact, we
witnessed a minor rockfall occurring at some distance from
us. We wenton atrek to survey Lake Pilchiman that had been
formed due to arockfall onthe path of Nallah.

Welll The trip was a fruitful experience. Apart from collecting
field data, we got an opportunity to explore the rich terrain
and wildlife of the region. Personally, the trip brought me a
step closer to Mother Nature. We returned from the
weeklong trip. On the submissions of the final reports, our
internship was successfully completed. This period of time
was something that | would count in my most memorable
times of my life.

Nishant Singh

Civil, Final year




Q: Hello Sankalp, please tell us about yourself. What makes you
different?

Sankalp: My interests and hobbies include playing computer
games, internet surfing, playing table tennis and badminton. lam
hardworking, dedicated towards work and a quick learner.

Q: Which internship did you get the chance to take? What was it
allabout? Stipend, duration, place?

Sankalp: | was selected as an intern in Belzabar Software Design
India Pvt. Ltd. The company creates Web and Mobile Softwares
on behalf of clients. | got a chance to work both on the frontend
and backend of a website on technologies like Angular]S, Spring,
Twitter bootstrap, PostgreSql and Mybatis. It was a great
experience for me as | hadn't worked on web designing or any of
the said technologies before. Duration was about 9 weeks, the
company offered me a stipend of Rs40000in New Delhi.

Q: How did you come to know about the internship? To what all
sources did you keep yourself connected?

Sankalp: The company (Belzabar) visited my college to select
students for the internship programme. | had kept myself
connected with internshala.com and eduinfo.asia.

Q: Tell us about the procedure to apply for the internship. Who
allare eligible to apply for this internship?

Sankalp: There is no special procedure for applying as the
company visited my college to select students for internship. The
criteria was students having CGPI > 6 with no current backlog.

Q: Let's talk about how competitive the selection process is.
What qualities of yours, you believe helped you in having an
edge in the selection process? What key things, you feel were
looked for by the selectors?

Sankalp: | had focussed on C, C++, Operating System, Computer
Networks and MySql which helped me to get over the selection
process. Selectors focussed on the basics of core subjects of
computer science and they were trying to figure out whether the
candidate had indepth knowledge about the core subjects or
not.

Q: About when did you get the news for the selection? How was
it celebrated?

Sankalp: The company announced the results two and a half
weeks after the interview. The celebrations were quite fun. The
customs of college were followed and | was beaten like hell. In the
night I threw a party to all my friends in the hostel canteen.

Q: What preparations did you do (academic/otherwise) after
theresultsin view of the internship?

Sankalp: The internship doesn't require any prior academic
preparation, but after | got selected | learned some basics of PHP
andJava.

Q: What work/research project did you carry during the
internship period? It's application in near future and your work
init?

Sankalp: My work was to create an Online Coding/Assessment
Portal which will automate the administration and evaluation of
each candidate's code. It comprises of 5 roles namely:

Organizer — Creates events regarding shortlisting of candidates
for interview round and assign ProblemSetter and Reviewer to
create and review problems irrespective of the event.

Problem Setter —Creates coding problems.

Reviewer — Verifies that the problem made is absolutely correct.
Candidate — Writes the code as per the problem given to him/her
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inthe specified time.

Assessor—Checks the candidate's code.

My work was on candidate's interface ( both frontend and
backend).

It will make the coding and evaluation process fast and efficient
and the candidate's code can be reviewed on number of
parameters like time, space, plagiarism etc.

Q: What was the best thing about the work culture and the
internship? Whatall things did you like there?

Sankalp: The work culture was very good. The best thing was that
everyone was very friendly and helpful. The office was open 24
hours and you can work whenever you want. Actually | hadn't
done any web development before, so it was a great experience
for metoworkinthis field and | am satisfied with myself.

Q: Werethere any special events during the internship?
Sankalp: After 2 weeks of my internship | was invited to a grand
party for the completion of 12 years of Belzabar in India. My
mentor used to take us to lunch and outings to make sure we
don't feel any pressure. A table tennis tournament was also
organised among the interns (which l won). On the last day of our
internship, they gave a Farewell Party to all the interns.

Q: What was the guidance provided by your guide? What
supportdid you receive from Belzabar firm?

Sankalp: My mentor was very supportive and helpful. As | have
told earlier | was new to web designing so he guided me in
learning the basics before we started working on the project. He
also made us aware of the pros and cons of the technologies that
we used. He was very open to our queries and made sure that we
learntothe maximum.

Q: How much difference did this period of 2 months make in
your intellectual capabilities and mindset. In broad terms what
were your gains from this?

Sankalp: This internship has helped me develop an interest in
web development and | got to know how work is done in the
industry. | have become confident to work on the technologies
that I've learnt during my internship and have opened to learning
new ones as well. In short, this internship has helped me to find
my hidden potential.

Q: Advice for juniors? Which can help them in getting
internships in their future college life and also advice for making
the best out of it.

Sankalp: For juniors I'll say — Just focus on basics and have
indepth knowledge of the topics and give your 100% in whatever
you are doing or want to do.

Q: What are your future plans after this internship and how
much impact this internship will have on it?

Sankalp: The internship has aroused my interest in web
development field and lam looking forward to work in this field.
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Q: Please tell us about yourself. What makes you different?
Abhinav: Hi | I'm AbhinavGangwar, a final year student in Electronics and Communication branch. | love challenges as they help me explore my
potential. | sometimes write poemstoo :D.

Q: Whichinternship did you get the chance to take? What was it all about? Stipend, duration and place?

Abhinav: | got selected for GSoC 2014. GSoC is about getting university students involved with open source development, providing students
the opportunity to do work related to their academic pursuits (think, “flip bits, not burgers” :D) and giving exposure to real world software
developmentscenarios (e.g, distributed development, software licensing questions, mailing-list etiquette).

| worked for open source project Marble under KDE. Marble is virtual globe and world atlas. My project aim was to design an educational game
to learn geography. The coding period for project was from May 19 to August 18. Place and duration choice is all yours —one of things | like the
most about GSoC. | worked from home. We ( all Marble developers ) used to have a weekly status meeting on IRC on friday where we discussed
about what was done last week, what were the roadblocks and furtherideas to work on—1love such discussions. And there was a nice pay for
all this from Google —a stipend of $5500!

Q: How did you come to know about the internship? To what all sources you kept yourself connected?
Abhinav: | heard about GSoC in 4th semester but couldn't do much about it at that time. So, | continued my pursuit in 6th semester. Keep
yourself updated with http://www.google-melange.com/. Thereis also an official google+ page which announces all the related events.

Q: Tell us about the procedure to apply for the internship. Who all are eligible to apply for this internship?

Abhinav: Student applications usually start in March (for exact dates go to melange website). In order to participate in the program, you must
be a student. Google defines a student as an individual enrolled in or accepted into an accredited institution including (but not necessarily
limited to) colleges, universities, masters programs, PhD programs and undergraduate programs. Go through “students and eligibilty” section
in FAQs of GSoC on melange website for further details and updates.

Q: Let's talk about how competitive the selection processis. What qualities of yours, you believe helped you in having an edge in the selection
process? What key things you feel were looked for by the selectors?

Abhinav: Students from all over the world participate and apply for GSoC. So, you need to give yourself an edge from others. In GSoC 2014 out
of 6313 proposals, 1307 proposals were selected. | got myself involved in Marble projectin Feb 2014. | used to ask the developers to assign me
tasks. Completing those tasks got me noticed by Marble developers and KDE. This surely provided me an edge from others. Further | also
researched about the project idea and discussed it with developers — It helped me in writing a good proposal. So, | think my proposal and the
previous work | did, proved it to selectors that | could implement the projectidea.

Q: Whatall preparations you did after the results in view of the internship?

Abhinav: | started working on my project from very next morning after the result declaration, keeping in mind that | won't be able to work in
May due to final semester exams.

while (codingPeriod)

{So, lused to talk to my mentors and make some plans, broke them down to implementations details and kept working. We used to have weekly
status meeting on IRCwhere we cleared any roadblocks with current plans and made new plans. And kept working !}

Q: Please tell us what work/research project did you carry duringtheinternship period? Its application in the near future and your workin it?
Abhinav: It's better if computer games add values to your skill-set and be entertaining at the same time. So, | designed an educational game to
learn geography. In the game | ask user questions like : to locate a country on globe, or identify the flag of a country etc. Please refer to my blog
(http://abhgangwar.wordpress.com/) for project details.

I'm still working on game to make it better. The final aimis to use this game in geography classes in academia for teaching purposes.

Q: What was the best thing about the work culture and the internship? What were the thingsyou liked there?

Abhinav: AboutGSoC, | very much liked that | was free to choose the place and time of working. Mentors were quite helpful and friendly.
Getting guidance from such talented and experienced folks who are the original authors of the project is simply awesome. | made some new
friends. | learned about cross platform framework qt and understood the large Marble's codebase. Its architecture was an interesting task in
itself. Also, it got me involved with open source development and real world software projects.

Q:Were there any special events during the internship?
Abhinav: KDE organizes conferences and meetings where developers from all over the world come together.
One of such eventsisthe annual conference of KDE —Akademy. I missed it as | couldn't get my passport on time.

Q: What was the guidance provided by your guide/mentor? What all support did you receive from the administration at the intern place?
Abhinav: My mentor provided me all the required guidance from a high level overview to minor coding details. Administrators ensured that
programs ran smoothly.

Q: Let's now talk about some negatives. What problems you or your friends faced, regards the internship, which your juniors may be able to
avoid?

Abhinav: There were times when | got frustrated with things not working correctly. A couple of times | had a thought to give up. But I didn't. |
stopped working and gave myself some time and then started again. And the problems were solved, finally. But this too used to be fun when the
smart solutions kicked out the problems. And, where is the the fun in doing something without challenges ?
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Q: Anything else you would like to tell us please. Feel free to share
any interesting thing that happened.

Abhinav: | made some good friends during the internship period.
Working with an open source organization for the first time was
amazing for me. | liked the friendly and helpful nature of folks there.

Q: Was this your first internship / training?
Abhinav: Yes, It was my first internship.

Q : To whom all would you like to thank in the context of this
internship?

Abhinav: | would like to thank my family and friends for their support
in hard times. | express my profound gratitude to all Marble
developers especially Torsten Rahn and Dennis Nienhuser for their
friendly and helpful nature. And thanks to Google for organzing such
agreat program.

Q : How much difference this internship period has made in your
intellectual capabilities and mindset. In broad terms what were
your gains from this?

Abhinav: This internship helped me in starting open source
development. | learned how to work in a community where more
than one developers are working on same project. And also it added
lots of technical skillsin me.

Q: Advice for juniors? Which can help them in getting internships in
their future college life and also advice for making the best out of it.
Abhinav: Keep yourself updated to different opportunities through
theinternet. Itis biggest boon, the internet, use it wisely. Always stay
connected to your seniors. Also regarding GSoC, to suggest a strong
proposal, you need to get involved with the organization
beforehand.

Q : What are your future plans after this internship and how much
impact this internship will have on it?

Abhinav: My GSoC project for designing an educational game is quite
interesting. So, I'll keep working on this project.
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Before | move forward, let me tell you a very crazy but

conceptual theory. | was working before | actually went to Taiwan.
| had been doing experiments with myself from fourth semester
onwards to prove some mysterious theories and concepts of
ancient Indian people, once | came to know about the power of
their spiritual traditions. So, the only way | could prove it was by
achieving some specific goals in my life using their 'technology'
consciously or unconsciously. Miraculously | had achieved at least
60 percent of them till that time and wanted to use more of it in
my life. So | wrote down many goals out of which two were : a
summer internship in IIT Delhi and another in Taiwan. It looked
completely impractical because it was next to impossible to do
both of them because there was no correlation. | was confused
about where to go even before | had applied for any one of them.
Nevertheless, | just wrote down both in my goal list. Now the story
becomes more intriguing as | was struggling with my visa issues
and deadline for my internship in Taiwan was at stake. So
ultimately | moved towards IIT Delhi but still did not lose hope and
asked my Taiwan Professor to help me solve the visaissues.

Well, after one month summer internship at IIT Delhi, my visa
issue got resolved and | got a call from Taiwan NUU University to
come. WOW! | requested my IIT Delhi's mentor to let me go to
Taiwan and he allowed me. Finally | booked Jet Airways's air
ticket, boarded the plane for the first time in my entire life and
landed the into land of Heaven (Taiwan). The summer internship
started on a blossoming note. The people were quite friendly and
helped me adjust to their lifestyle. After struggling with chopsticks
for 2 days, | finally became an expert in it. Talking about my
Internship Project, | was asked to fabricate the “Seven Level Equal
Voltage Step Modulation Multilevel Inverter” for their ongoing
project. So | designed the hardware and completed the project
within one month. | also participated in the Golden Brain Science
Competition conducted by NUU and got a Certificate of
Participation. There were many beautiful places | visited like
Taipei 101, one of the Tallest Sky Scrapers of the World, etc.

There, | felt like Sharukh Khan, because most of the women and
girls were praising me for my long nose and big eyes whenever |
went to any shop with my friends. There were students from
other countries like USA, Germany, etc. which allowed me to have
the experience of working in a diverse environment. One day
while | was working in the lab, a typhoon struck our university in
the morning at 6:00 am. It was really horrifying but normal as
these were common in Taiwan. Taiwanese people are really very
peaceful and are not annoyed by trivial issues. | also noticed the
significance of every country's native language. They tried to use
their mother tongue as much as possible which reminded me of
my own country as a complete opposite, where English is
necessary evil. Imagine, we have to struggle with English to
understand the academic knowledge in the books we read but in
Taiwan I mostly saw Chinese books in their academic curriculum.

The internship ended in the month of August and it was really
hard for me to leave such a beautiful country. Nevertheless, | said
goodbye to it and returned to India, keeping the memories and
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some adventurous secrets inside my heart which | decided to share with
you so that you would get benefitted . While | was in the plane back to
home, | looked back to my goal list and was dazzled as what | had written
had turned real, which did not expect. Motivated by it, | keep on writing
my goals in my goal list and get almost maximum percentage of success
every time. Finally being convinced with this technology | talked about
earlier, | decided to compile my first book “Unknown Mysteries
Revealed” which | wrote in the past two years, to share it with you by
conducting a seminar near 15™ April , 2015 in the NIT Hamirpur
Auditorium . Well, even | don't know how deep the rabbit hole goes but
one thing is clear, that this new Science of Ancient Wisdom works
beyond doubt because | also did a great amount of research by
understanding it through Scientific Experiments which convinced me
indubitably.

Late: A Pre-Internship
Experience

In my school days | was a typical bookworm who would have no idea of

what's going around. Just the books, the food and 5 to 6 hours of sleep
were all that | lived on. | did all this to take up my undergraduate studies
at a reputed institution. | fell ill during my JEE advance paper but |
decided not to drop a year out. Although, | was not satisfied with the
allotted college, nonetheless, | decided to move on. | decided to build
my academics plus a good technical record so that | could have a strong
profile, which would later help me in applying to foreign universities, in
case | decided to go for higher studies. | focused on attaining a good
CGPAin my first year and involving myselfin some college activities.

My first internship application was for DAAD. | got to know about DAAD
from “Intershala” and | thought about applying for it. My seniors told
me, all | needed was a good CGPA and 9.43 surely qualified for it. |
started working on it and at that time | wasn't particular about the area |
was particularly interested in. | had no idea how to write a professional
mail and how to frame a SOP and resume. | didn't even have a passport
but | tried to earn some experience out of the process. | contacted my
senior Arihant sir to help me through the process and he gave me
valuable suggestions. | approached Dr. Pamita Awasthi for the
recommendation and to take help for writing the SOP. | haphazardly
mailed professors and the best part was that | got replied positively by
the DLR Solar Research Institute of Germany. | was asked to send them
the recommendation letter from the college.

To get the recommendation from my HOD, | wrote around
10 applications and even | don't remember how many
times | took the stairs to his cabin every day. He was really
doubtful about my efforts and he asked if | thought |
would be able to getitin my 3rd semester. | said “l want to
give it a try!”, annoyed by his sudden and inexplicable
doubt on me. After a lot of labor, | was able to get the
letter. | mailed the letter to the professor and was
responded about a week later:“Sorry Tanya, though you
were a potential candidate we have no vacancies left
now”.
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| decided to apply for the SN BOSE Scholars program. Again, |
needed the recommendation and had to face those same blank
expressions. But, | managed to get it. | wrote my SOP and |
requested my teacher to help me write it. She went busy and | sent
the application with the SOP | had written and | wasn't screened. |
couldn't get where possibly | was going wrong, despite my
academicand extra-curricular background.

| did not give up trying. | mailed Dr. A. K. Tripathi, Director of MNRE
(Ministry of New and Renewable Energy) that | wanted to work as a
project trainee under him to learn under his guidance and my
request was accepted.

He asked me to provide the NOC from the institution.
| forwarded my request to the department and it
took 2 days to be forwarded to the Dean and there it
was rejected. | was a second year student and | was
not allowed training acceptance by institution. And |
was blood boiled, hopeless and had no idea what to
do next. | called Shivak sir, my senior in the Finance
club and he suggested me to approach Anoop sir. |
had approached him before, for the
thermodynamics book so he knew me. | explained
my problem to him. He assured me that | would be
given the letter. He talked to the Director who talked
to the Registrar and then he accepted my request.
That was the weekend and | received the letter after
8days.

Andthenis when, for the first time in my life, | got to know the value
of time and also that in such cases we needed to be professional
and that we can't be casual with the things. After a week of no
response, | eventually got through, despite the delay. When |
garnered enough support for ICCE International Council for Culture
and Education), it still awaits the glorious sign of the office (at the
point of this writing). But | don't expect anymore, | know by now,
the pace and ignorance on the part of administration as their
embedded propensity. | recently read an article in 2003 SRIJAN
magazine which criticized the then administration. | wonder what
haschanged.

Tanya Agarwal
Chemical, Second Year
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Part -

Q1) Please tell us about yourself. What makes you different?

Ans: | may or rather will come off a bit silent at first, but once | open
up, there is no problem. | am a simple guy who appreciate the
simplest of things in life. If one word happens to describe me,
ambivert it is. | love to do things on my own but spending the entire
day alone can suck me into unproductive moods. | am easily amused
and | love sharing my joy with those | love. Close ones know me as
the Happy Go Lucky Guy.

Again, as a perfect ambivert, | am both short tempered and
easy-go guy, depending on situations and people | am dealing with.
My friends say | am a good listener and give really good advises in all
the matters. The thing which makes me different is that | like living
the life asit comestome.

Q2) Which internship did you get the chance to take? What was it
allabout? Stipend, duration and place?

Ans: | did my internship at Department of Mechanical Engineering,
[IT Bombay. More specifically, it was in the field of Fluid Dynamics. |
got a chance to work in one of the most well equipped labs of
Computational Fluid Dynamics of India. | did not get any stipend
during my internship. | had to pay a fee of Rs.6000/- for equipment
handling and library access. Duration of my internship was 7 weeks,
but it was quite flexible (one can shorten or stretch it as per the
interests or needs of time). It was in Powai, Mumbai and all the stay
arrangements were at Hostel-2 (“The Wild Ones”), lIT Bombay.

Q3) How did you come to know about the internship? To what all
sources you kept yourself connected?

Ans: | was not selected under any program offered by IIT Bombay. |
got an opportunity to interact with Dr. Atul Sharma, Asst-Professor,
[IT Bombay during his visit to NIT Hamirpur for a guest lecture at our
department. He had come to give a lecture on Computational Fluid
Dynamics, which was my field of interest since my second year after
a senior from our college went to Munich for higher studies in this
specific field. | discussed with him the possibilities of me getting an
opportunity to work under him.

| kept my self connected to Internshala and applied to those
internships where | could satisfy my inquisitiveness. | was also in
constant touch with my seniors.

Q4) Tell us about the procedure to apply for the internship. Who all
are eligible to apply for this internship?

Ans: Procedure? There was no specific one. You have to get the
consent of the mentor for allowing you to work under him. After
that there were couple of forms which you have to fill and get them
duly signed by the HOD and Director of the institute. Posting was
the last thing left after all the formalities.

Eligibility: You should have a decent CGPI (7.5+ will do) and a
research interest in that specific field. Having an interest for
research workand 10 GPIin Fluid Mechanics helped my application.

Q5) Let's talk about how competitive the selection processis?

Ans: The competitiveness varies according to the research area and
the mentor. Sometimes the mentor may have ample time to use
more interns. The mentor under whom | was working was a busy
man and had many Ph.D. scholars under him. He also had to go to
various other colleges to deliver guest lectures on regular basis to
promote CFD. So, honestly speaking it is a bit hard to get selected as
an intern under my mentor. There were only two interns other than
me; Suarin and Harshil from NIT Surat. It's just that you have to keep
trying, with regular mails sent from your end (professionally).
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Q6) What qualities of yours, you believe helped you in having an
edge in the selection process? What key things you feel were
looked for by the selectors?

Ans: First of all, a slightly above average CGPI is mandatory
because they receive hundreds of mails each summer from
undergrads and they keep CGPI as the first criteria for filtering the
applications. Other than that you should have an excellent GPIl in
the field in which you are applying. You should be an enthusiast
and should have an outer application based knowledge other
than books of the particular topic of research area.

My interaction with him in my department, when | first met him,
gave me an edge over others. | had a 5-7 minutes interaction with
him where he slightly tested me with basic concepts and asked me
about my future career plans. Adding to it, | regularly sent him
mails and finally was able to convince him to take me as an intern
under him.

Q7) About when did you get the news for the selection? How
were the celebrations done?

Ans: | got the final confirmation mail near the end of April stating
“Dear Sarthak, You can come to IIT Bombay and work here in CFD
lab. Dates: 12May to 12July”. Joy and excitement filled me when |
saw that mail. But my exams were getting over on 23May, which
made me feel a bit tensed. After talking to my mentor about the
exams, he allowed me to reach the campus by May 27.
Celebrations were done with my gang at the Students' Park with
Cornettos and Sach-Muuch Aams (Ice Cream Treat).

Q8) What all preparations you did after the results in view of the
internship?

Ans: After the happy news, | downloaded various books on CFD. |
also asked my mentor if | should study something. He
straightforwardly asked me to calm down and told me to come
without any such preparation. He advised me to bring my Fluid
Dynamics and Heat Transfer book. However, | brushed my C
language skillsin 4-5 days before exams got started.

Part 2

Q1) Please tell us, what work/research project did you carry
during the internship period? Its application in the near future
andyourworkinit?

Ans: My project was “CFD simulation and study of fluid flow
around a cylinder at Reynolds' Number 100”. I had to simulate the
flow, i.e. to find the velocity vectors, the pressure gradients,
vorticity, coefficients of lift and drag forces, around a circular cross
sectioned cylinderin 2-dimensions. In the beginning | started with
MATLAB for the basics and then switched to C. After two weeks,
my mentor advised me to work on Ansys Fluent CFD and do all the
post processing on Tec Plot 360. These two were completely new
softwares for me and it was a challenge to get acquainted with
them and submit my report in under 30 days. However | was able
to complete it with all the help | got from the Ph.D scholars
working there, day and night. CFD is a vast field and it has
applications in almost every area. The bridges we construct, the
heat exchangers etc are the examples of flow around a cylinder.
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With further modifications to the geometry, we can easily simulate the
flow around ajet plane orarocket ora Bugatti Veyron.

Q2) What was the best thing about the work culture and the
internship? What were the things you liked ?

Ans: Work culture at IIT Bombay was one thing | haven't seen or
experienced in my life, ever. You could work as per your wish and
availability. Labs have access 24X7. You are feeling a bit insomniac, just
go to the lab at 2am and work till you fall asleep, and that too in the lab
(true story). They have coffee vending machines in laboratory, they
even have a mattress, so that you can dream there only and come up
with an innovative one. The other thing is the availability of teachers.
Teachers there are willing to help at any hour of the day. If in case the
teacheris not there, you will find many research scholars who will make
you their prime priority and will help you with the topics. Labs, attitude
of othersaround and the facilities, they are the best there.

Q3) Were there any special events during the internship?

Ans: Yes, there were lot of special events during the internship. There
were guest talks of various Researchers, young CEOs and entrepreneurs
regularly. There were workshops on almost every field. | still remember
a flexure on the hallways with workshops advertisement of over 70
courses, including software courses, hardware courses, swimming,
instruments playing, dancing and the list goes on and on and on. | too
attended a 10 day workshop on Sci-Lab software.

Q4) What was the guidance provided by your guide/mentor? What all
supportdid you receive from the administration at the intern place?

Ans: My mentor was a very humble person. He gave me free internet
access at my hostel too so that | could work from there only. He also
provided me his Ph.D. thesis work and various other books which |
needed to complete my project. He also introduced me to all the
research scholars and created a friendly atmosphere for me in the
laboratory. He allowed me to work on best of the computers with
specifications | couldn't even imagine. The administrative work there
was very quick. Getting any document signed by any authority was not a
problem. Everything was systematic and at time. We got the hostels in
about 15 minutes, which we expected would take around 4-5 hours.

Q5) Let'snow talkabout some negatives.

Ans: | cannot think of even a single negative if you love being around
ambitious people. Everything you need, you want is at your hostel. Hats
off IIT-Bombay.

Q6) What were the problems did you face which your juniors may be
able toavoid?

Ans: As such | didn't have any problem as | had my backups and | was
quite extrovert regarding asking anything from my mentor, let it be via
email or phone call. But other friends faced problems regarding the
type of work or the place of work. As a mechanical engineer, you don't
want to get fooled around and work at the places where minimal
mechanical engineering is applied. Choose your priorities and aim for
them.

Q7) Anything else you would like to tell us. Feel free to share any
interesting thing that happened.

Ans: A lot of interesting things happened there. | was accompanied by
my friends Yash and Makhan who were working at Aerospace
Department and Arihant and Tapan who were interns at BARC but were
staying at IIT B Hostels.  had one of my best times there, surely the best
summer there. From late night lab work on weekdays to the late night
movies on the weekends, from hot sunny days to constant pouring rain
for days, it seems like everything there was fun and enjoyment. | miss
those 42 days | spentthere.

Q8) Was this your firstinternship / training?
Ans: Yes it was my first internship, though | had done a course on Catia
V5 after my 4th semester.

Part 3

Q1) To whom all you would, like to thank in the context of this
internship?

Ans: | would like to thank Dr. Atul Sharma sir, my mentor for
accepting me as anintern under him. My parents, you are the best.
| hereby, would also like to thank all my teachers, especially Dr.
Somesh Sharma sir for his ever inspiring nature and all the times he
motivated me. | also thank all the Ph.D scholars there, especially
Malhar Malushte for all his guidance. The fellow interns, Suarin and
Harshil, thank you for your company. All my friends, Yash, Makhan,
Arihant, Tapan, Mumbai wouldn't had been the same without you

guys.

Q2) How much difference this internship period has made in your
intellectual capabilities and mindset. In broad terms what were
your gains from this?

Ans: Born in Himachal and then doing my undergrad in Himachal, |
never got that big chance to spend more than a month outside
Himachal. Being in one of the busiest cities of the world was
amazing. The life there was too fast, its like no one is looking, you
can be yourself. Now let's switch on to the college. India's best! You
meet ambitious people there, you meet hard working people
there. They just switch on the best of you. You can think all day
about learning without a single distraction. After the internship, |
am more ambitious. | have seen how researchers work and what is
all required to be a researcher. That instinct, those time
management skills, that steep learning curve, that hard work.

Q3) Advice for juniors? Which can help them in getting internships
in their future college life and also advice for making the best out
of it.

Ans: Know your field of interest. | have seen many students who
don't know their field of interest. For that a simple advice. Take any
topic of any subject and start browsing it. You will get hundreds of
research papers. Just try one. Do it for almost all the subjects you
like. There will definitely be one topic which would get stuck to your
mind. Read more about it and soon you will know whether it's the
topic of your interest or not. It is tiresome and needs commitment.
But what good has ever been achieved without commitment.

Start looking for internships as soon as you enter your 3rd year.
Don't delay it to the 6th semester. Be in regular touch with your
seniors who just completed their internships. Also, be in touch with
the guys who know everything about deadlines, rather be one.
Take 10 minutes out of your facebook life and visit internship
internet websites regularly. It will make your path a lot easier.

Q4) What are your future plans after this internship and how
much impact thisinternship will have oniit?

Ans: | have a plan to go for higher studies, but | also want to
experience what it like is to work in an industry. So to complete
both my pursuits, | will work in industry (thankfully | am placed
now) and then go for the further studies (not MBA). After
completing such a wonderful internship under such a reputed
guide, lam surely going to get an edge in my application wherever |
apply formy further studies. Thank you Atul sir.

Sarthak can be reached for any kind of advice or query at
iamsarthaknag@gmail.com
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Dr. I.P. Singh

It gives me immense pleasure to know that National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur is bringing out the
[4th rendition of its annual Institute magazine “SRIJAN".

The Department of Architecture is one of the youngest departments in the institute but is a perfect blend
of academic, research and social commitments.| feel really proud to have served the department for more than a
decade and contributed to a cognitive work environment where innovation is reinvigorated. The department
has a paragon of extremely endowed, talented and dedicated faculty members who leave no stone unturned to

enlighten the students to compete in the academics as well as in the real and corporate world.

The students of department have also shown their flairs for art, architecture, novelty, academics and
participated in all the activities which contributed in putting our institute among the few top NITs. Recently,
students have placed our institute on top by bagging the first @ second position in three different categories of
an INTERIOR DESIGN competition both at zonal and national level organized by society of interior designers
at Mumbai. The students are also actively participating in social missions such as PAHAL FOR INDIA founded

in our own institution.

Hill 'ffair and Nimbus, the respective cultural and technical fests of the college seem to be incomplete and
monolithic without the effective technical and design consultancy of our departmental teams for both of the
fests. The department teams have proved themselves by winning the best team award several times.

As far as RGD and placements are concerned, our department is flourishing day by day with many of the
faculties researching in various fields of architecture, students being serving in leading corporate firms and are

being placed, both on campus and off campus.

The SRIJAN magazine has also been associated with the architecture department as most of our students are
contributing effectively in the design of the issue but the credit of bringing out the latest rendition of the same
goes to the whole editorial board and Team SRIJAN without any doubt. So, | would like to give my best wishes to
the SRIJAN Team for successful launch of this latest edition and also want to thank them to give this incredible
platform to both the students and faculty members to share their thoughts and ideas.

Ll i L ] |
ST ehelr faarn

ARCHITECTURE DEPARTMENT
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Dr. Pradeep Kumar

Civil Engineering Department offers B. Tech. in Civil Engineering, M. Tech. in Structural Engineering,
Geotechnical Engineering, Water Resource Engineering, Transportation Engineering and Environmental

Engineeringand Ph.D.inall allied disciplines of Civil Engineering.

The Indian Civil Engineers today are facing manifold challenges due to fast changes in technology worldwide.
Each day this gap is increasing due to advances taking place at faster pace elsewhere in world. The role of
industry-academia interaction can be vital in minimising this gap. The structures built immediately after
independence are awaiting either maintenance or replacement, due to completion of their service life. The
construction industry at this stage must show its solidarity by changing the mind-set of newer constructions and
putting investments on rehabilitation of older and historic structures. With the explosion of construction
activities in India, involving new construction equipment and techniques, there is a scarcity of trained working
hands and avacuum of faculty members in engineering institutes who are trained in such advanced technologies.
The reorientation of curriculum with greater emphasis on hands on training, fresh recruitment of faculty
members and beginning new specializations in collaboration with industry is the only viable option. The
younger generation talent should come forward voluntarily to espouse the noble teaching profession. At this
point of time, there is a need to author new generation of books to educate faculty, students and professional
engineers. The people in academia should shoulder this responsibility by integrating system oriented approach

ratherthan component oriented approach.

The students at undergraduate and post graduate level are striving for achieving better engineering acumen by
executing projects of practical relevance, involving innovations and entrepreneurial skills. The department is
making efforts in this direction, by emphasizing on the real time projects which are likely to be executed at site.
The faculty and students are engaged in research in the diverse areas such as construction management
considering time as fourth dimension and time space conflicts, seismic base isolation of buildings for protection
of secondary systems, fracture mechanics of concrete and steel, soil stabilisation using different useful and waste
materials, Structural use of self-compacting concrete, wind effects on different low and high rise structures
through CFD simulation, dynamic and fatigue analysis of steel bridges and towers, rainfall runoff modelling,
bridge scour, sediment transport phenomenon, sanitary landfills, solid waste management, use of tools such as
ANN, GIS, fuzzy logic, artificial intelligence and their applications
in transportation engineering, traffic modelling, material

characterization and river engineering.

Presently, undergraduate students are working on Landslide
Zonation Analysis and mitigation, development of low cost water
purifier, stabilization of clay using stone columns, wind effect and
interference on tall buildings, service life assessment of old buildings,
utilization of dredged reservoir material, Use of BIM in 4-D
scheduling, Use of negative stiffness for seismic protection and

analysis of proposed Dhaula Sidh project structures.
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Dr. T.P. Sharma

The Department of Computer Science and Engineering was established in 1989. Department has an outstanding
record of contributions to the profession and community. Computer Science and Engineering Department is a
perfect blend of academic, research, industrial and social commitments. The Department offers following:

o B.Tech.ComputerScience 4] Engineering

o Syearsintegrated (M.Techin Computer Science o Engineering)

e M.Tech. ComputerScience g Engineering

o M.Tech. Mobile Computing

o M.Tech VLSI (in collaboration with ECE Department)

o PhDin CSE Related Areas

o IlIT UnaUndergraduate Programmes of B.Tech. in Computer Science © Engineering

B.Tech. and M.Tech. programs are accredited by National Board of Accreditation (NBA) from time to time
The department is equipped with computers, software and latest IT infrastructure, and our students are
exposed to up-to-date technology and techniques. The placement record of the department is excellent and
highest in the institute. Department is actively involved in research in the areas of mobile adhoc networks,
wireless sensor networks, network security, data mining, language processing and soft computing. At present
twenty PhD scholars are enrolled in the department. Department has excellent faculty having eleven regular
faculty members out of which seven are PhD and rest are pursuing their degree. Apart from this, department
also has seven contract faculty members who have many publications in international conferences and journals
with quite high indexing and impact factors.

Department has successfully handled many research and developmental projects like: Design and
Development of Software for Optimization of Real Time Operation of Hydro Power Plants, BHEL Bangalore;
LMS with ERP (Education Resource Planning) under NMEICT, MHRD, in collaboration with IIT Kanpur;
Energy Efficient Wireless Sensor Network Routing Protocol for Snow Bound Himalayan Region, SASE Lab,
DRDO, Chandigarh; Special Manpower Development Program in Information Security under Ministry of
Information and Communication Technology, Govt of India; SMDP (Special Manpower Development
Program) Phase-Ilin VLSl under Ministry of Information and Communication Technology, Govt of India etc.

Achievements/Activities of Computer Science ) Engineering Department, NIT Hamirpur (HP) in the recent
years:
2013-14
o Start of new 5 years M. Tech. Integrated Program
o Startof IT Una B.Tech. CSE classes
z gidl ° ResearchPapers: Conferences: 10, Journals: 2l

k@ 201415
OMPUTER SCIENCE-ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT « Renovation of Parallel Processing Lab under TEQIP-II

- o Completed NBA Accreditation process for B.Tech. CSE NBA team

visited the deparment and result awaited.

OZ—0mMmZ—0OZm JZ> oOZo—0Ow Imd—a4CcoIZ00

o Research Papers: Internal Conferences: 12, Journals: 06
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Er. D.R. Rana

About Department of Electronics and communication Engineering:

Established in the year 1988, the Electronics & Communication Engineering (EGCE) Department NIT
Hamirpur HP, has built an international reputation for excellence in teaching, research and service. Electronics
engineers are changing the world to a comfortable global home. The information and technology revolution
has been built on the advances of Electronics. The ECCE Department takes pride in its high national rankings
and the international recognition its faculty has received from their peers. EGCED is making exhilarating
progress in areas ranging from microelectronics, mobile communications to VLSI Design Automation. We have
grown into a most sought after departments in NIT Hamirpur, adding more faculties and branching into new
projects and research areas. M.Tech. in VLSI Design Automation ) Techniques and Communication Networks
have started in the department along with Ph.D. program in the area of VLSI, optical communication and
wireless communication.

Our major goalsare:

. Toinculcate harmonious and respectful environment.

. Service to society and global community.

. Develop a culture of group responsibility for mentoring ECQCE students.

. Passion to respond to rapidly changing social and economic environment.

. The direct impact of the program is to develop an all-round personality of the students graduating in
EGCE.

. We invite you to tour our web site and learn first-hand the exciting opportunities available to you.

Special Manpower Development for Chips to System Design:
The semiconductor industry is a key driver of the nation's economy and growth. The workforce in
semiconductor design industry in India in 2009 was around 135,000. It grew at a Compounded Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR) of 20% and was more than 230,000 in 2012. The Semiconductor Design Industry was around US$
10.6 Billion by 2012. However, if it is proposed to achieve turnover of US$ 55 Billion by 2020 in the area of VLSI,
Chip Design and other Frontier Technical Areas, it will require a sizable skilled manpower to meet these targets.
This project, which is an umbrella program, thus, not only aims at developing specialized manpower in VLS| but
also developing working prototype of System-on-Chip/ System/Sub-systems using the ASICs/ICs developed in-
house i.e. Chip-to-System Designing. The main objectives of the Special Manpower Development Program for
Chips to System program are:
I. Bring in a culture of System on Chip / System designing by
developing working prototypes with societal applications.
R era : 2. Capacity building in the area of VLSI/ microelectronics and Chip to
ELECTRONICS & COMMUNICATION ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT IR ASUTEEIT-LIEL S
3. Broaden the base of ASIC/IC designingin the country.
4. Broaden the RGD base of Microelectronics / Chip to System
through networked PhD program.
_____ 5. Promote 'Knowledge Exchange Program’.
6. Protection of Intellectual Property generated. With a long term
goal of improving the integrated circuit design skills, the ASICs /
ICs designed by the students / researchers of NIT Hamirpur would
be fabricated under the India Chip Program of Govt. of India.
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Dr. Ashwani Chandel

It gives me immense pleasure to know that Srijan- the Institute Magazine is coming out with the new issue for the
year2015.

| feel extremely jubilant to have served the Department of Electrical Engineering, National Institute of
Technology, Hamirpur HP for over two decades now and contribute to the progress of the department. Along
with B.Tech. in Electrical & Electronics Engg., three M. Tech. Degree programs and Ph.D program are running
in the Department presently.

This institute though young, has created a nick in the field of technical education. Our alumni have achieved
high positions in their respected fields of working and are doing very well. A large number of companies are now
vying to recruit out students. EED has a highly dedicated, hardworking and loyal to their profession faculty in its
roles and the number is growing day by day. Faculty members are publishing their research work in the
international journals of repute. All of us at the institute have a vision to make this institute at par with [ITs and
create our own brand. The day is not far away when this dream will be fulfilled by all who are directly and
indirectly connected with this institute.

EED houses modern and state-of-the-art laboratories and classrooms along with DST sponsored TIFAC-CORE.
The department keeps itself up to date with the most recent technological developments in various fields by
procuring the latest equipments and machines. The course curriculum is regularly updated according to the
demands of the industry today. A close interface with the industry is always maintained in the form of industrial
trips, summer training programs and a very healthy student-alumni relationship.

To give a boost to the research activities faculty development programmes, summer and winter schools,
workshops, short term courses and conferences are frequently being organized by the Department under
TEQIP-1I. Under these activities EED organized a very successful National Conference on “Electrical Systems
and Energy Technologies”. Over a dozen workshops were organized in EED for officers of HPSEB under TIFAC-
CORE in 2014. | take this opportunity to express my deep sense of gratitude to Prof. Rajnish Shrivastava, Director
NIT Hamirpur for his constant encouragement, guidance and support for all departmental activities. The
Department is constantly engaged in various MHRD, CSIR, DST, Govt. of India sponsored Projects.

Every year highly reputed organizations visit the Institute for the campus interviews and placements. LGT, ABB,
TATA POWER, DRDO, Power grid, Wipro, etc. are a few of the brand names in the long list of our recruiters.
Last few years have witnessed over 90% (double placements too)
placement of the EED students. Students of this department have
always succeeded in making a mark in their respective industries with
their dedication and performance.

OZ—1omMmZ—OZrm uO—Z0O0xX0d0Ommerm @ o> O)—x0o30mem

| take this opportunity to wish all the best to the faculty, staff and
students of EED to do well in all their future endeavors, and

particularly the Srijan team for bringing out this new issue.
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Dr. Rajiv Sharma

Mechanical Engineering Department is one of the oldest and biggest departments of the Institute and has
played a leading role in making NIT Hamirpur as a Brand. With a student strength of about 460, department is
committed to well being and all round development of its students. The department currently runs 01 UG, 02
PG (Thermal and CAD-CAM) and Ph.D programmes in almost all specialisations of Mechanical Engineering.
The academic programs of the department reflect not only the core areas of Mechanical Engineering but also
the research specialization of the faculty. The department is very well equipped with laboratory and
computational facilities / resources both in terms of hardware and software. Department has more than 100
computing systems and workstations loaded with wide range of software which meets the needs of current
students which include nearly 360 (B.Tech), 70 (M.Tech), 30 Ph.D students. The placement record of our
graduatesis nearly 100% for the last three years. Number of prestigious organizations such as Hero MotoCorp,
Maruti Udyog, Essar Steels, NTPC, LCgT, Infosys, Wipro, Satyam, Ashok Leyland, DRDO etc. regularly visit us

for campus placement.

The department has highly dedicated and experienced faculty members. They upgrade their knowledge
through RGD work, attending various programs, conferences etc. At present the department has 03 Professors,
05 Associate Professors and 05 Assistant Professors & Ol Workshop Superintendent as regular faculty. Besides
this, the department also has 05 Lecturers on contract basis. Apart from teaching undergraduate and
postgraduate students, the faculty of Mechanical Engineering actively pursues research in variety of subjects:
materials, design, material processing, manufacturing, thermal, aviation, quality management, tribology etc.
Many RGD projects being pursued by the faculty are sponsored by Government agencies such as
DST/UGC/MNRE/MHRD. Over the years, interaction with industry and the emphasis on applied engineering
hasincreased. Recently the department has gone for NBA accreditation of its UG programme. The department
is actively engaged in organizing International/National Conferences, Workshops and Short Term
Courses/Training Programs on various technical topics related to latest developments in Mechanical

Engineering field. During the last two years, the Department has organised 04 short term courses, Ol
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International workshop and Ol International Conference (collage of recent activities). In future too,

department wishes to strengthen Industry-Institute interaction by organizing such more programs of academic
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For the Batch Photographs
Thanks To Informatic Centre
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