SRIJAN - 06

the write ang]es

SRIJAN

20006

- i E F:ﬁ.fﬁ- s

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, HAMIRPUR (H.P)

=W




Antithesis

Two roads diverged in yellow woods... | started making a new one

| would ot presume our suceess... But yes, this has certainly made a difference. To
frace the journey, let us turm anticlockwise.

For me this antithesis began with the release of the "Myriad Hues”. | was told to
earry the legacy further ahead. Not that | had a doubt im our potential but framkly, |
was a bit shaky that time (we had Wipro placement party the previous night).| urged
my to-be- exeeutives to be free thinking and defying (some really did!) and expected
my mew associates to be meek and inmovative. Managing editors fill wow had emough
experience to keep doing what they have done in the past so | knew my role... very
explieitly.

And then came the interviews... the best part of thewm lapart from the faet that it
was the first and the last time all of the final year team was together) was to enable
vs know people om a vis-a-vis level... personal and professional.

We realised that the energy was higher and the team was to be a formidable one
with some excellent and some enthusiastic people. Well... include some emotional too.
We also discovered a fumny word ealled ‘probation’ to hide our cateh-22. With the
team compiled, we started fo meet.

| wish | had a better substitute for meetings. Srijan's meetings have a funny
resemblance to marriages. As the time passes they lose their charm. But democracy
nder a dietator requires a consensus. So we met and | decided !

The meetings were fun when the theme was being decided. The ideologies had to
eontrast and skirmish. The resolt was “the write angles’ (all lower case): something
which has a philosophical fragramnce, literary twist and a cool dressing (kudos to
Arjun). The Sensors had detected the direction and | just had to press the ‘fire’ button.
| did: the mechanism responded and by October we had everything in our computers.

But looks like God designs the world with P-flip-flops which introduce a delay between
every decizion and execution. Soon | had another marriage- hill ‘trair (again all lower
ease). | must admit for while | had a divided devotion but... then all roads lead to the
same destination.... the antithesis. -

Srijan is a monster when it is on printer's desk. In Abhishek, Shishir and Kam
wonderful comrades, who with me and Sachit fought hard and escaped wit
injuries (1 would not thank Sachit, as he seems to get offended by ﬂllﬂ, j

Mow wy antithesis is over and "the write anagles’ is against the ru
Gods. After all this, there is something that satisfies me in my H
outreach of Srijan we engrossed. With some Special people writi
for Srijan, | can blatantly proclaim that this magazine has :
witness to the ripping of the Invisible psevdo-intellectval
membrane wrapped around Srijan for lowg. Before | say

‘bbye’, | must thank every one who sailed the Styx wlth

me and helped me laying down my own path... whick

eventvally has become our path.. §

friends, ‘Insanity’ has 'Gravity’.

Cover page designed by | PAEVESH CHAUHAN B . Graphics by © AMIT BURDIAK
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Every cause needs faith to attain the objective and every faith calls for
sacrifices. The crumpet was blown and those who had faith gave all they
could. Most of the responders to Srijan's call were the baptized people
(read team members) but then came the mass. And as the bishop of this
antithesis church | must admit that | got my templars from every corner
of the periphery.

To begin with | should acknowledge the permission of Director Sir and
Saroj Ma'm to freely practice our artistic blasphemy.

Simultaneously | acknowledge conscientious efforts of

Sanchit for completing me wherever | lacked, Juneja for his efforts for
asymprotes. Himani and Raghu for their moral suppore throughout the
crusade. Burdak for his aesthetic suggestions and 'antithesis’ painting,
Arjun to come up with ‘the write angles’.

Tondon, Arjun, Aditya, Divya, Jogi and Chauhan for editing and
selecting theme section articles in English.

Tondon, Shishir, Urpal, Gajendra and Manish for editing and selecting
Hindi articles.

Shah, Arjun and others for ‘360 degree’ compilations,

The whole team which worked for Departmental Diaries and Psycho-
apathy.

Dipanjan, Krishna & Team for Survey.

Shishir for origin of species.

Kunal , Aprajit (double applause), Aviral, Sachin, Swati and others for
covering the fine-arts section,

Tamal, Shipra, Dhanvant, [psita, Manish and Shrud for Cover Pages,
Decpak Jain for cartoons.

The whole team which worked for collages.

Prashant for keeping the minutes of the meetings.

Tondon, Shishir and Kamal for formartting, designing, editing and
compiling the whole magazine on the printer's desk.

These were my recruited wartiors but there were certainly some
voluntary keepers of the faith who lent me hand wherever 1 felt a need.
Our of many names, | pick Parvesh Chauhan for the cover page painting
and Sachit whose contributions for this antithesis are worth a gallantry
award (more words would delimic his contributions),

So every ovation that this team work receives goes to the every person
who rendered histher services ar any instant. [ might have missed a few
names but finally | acknowledge every unnamed soldier who stood up
against the rage of syllabi, rime and restrictions to give hisfher invaluable

contributions for our cause. . .our magazine,
)éféﬁf
-
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Message

FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT OF INDIA

K.L. KOCHAR -Trefy A

OINT SECRETARY AND 7w - 110011

PRESS ADVISER TO VICE-PRESIDENT'S SECRETARIAT
ICE-PRESIDENT OF INDIA MNEw DELHI - 110011

ice-President of India is glad to know
that National Institute of Technology,
Shri B.S. Shekhawat Hamirpur {Himachal Pradesh) is
Vice President publishing its Magazine “Srijan 2006.

India

Vice-President of India extends his good wishes
to the National Institute of Technology and wishes the

Magazine “Srijan 2006 all success.

(K.L. Kochar)
On behalf of the Vice-President of India,

His Highness Mr. B.S. Shekhawat

SRIJAN" 06 Development of virtues is a solution to many problemem
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Messoge ﬁ FROM THE CHIEF MINISTER

am glad to know that the National Institute of
Technology, Hamirpur is bringing oul its
annual magazine 'Srijan 2006',

The National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur is
the pioneer of vocational education of par excellence in the
state and has been recognised as a deemed university for
imparting quality education to its students admitted from
all over the country. The state government is poised to
make Himachal Pradesh the 'Knowledge State' of the
country where private participation is being encouraged
which could supplement the endeavours of the
government inachieving the objectives.

Shri Virbhadra Singh

Chief Minister

Himachal Pradesh
=

Publications brought out by the educational
institutions provide studenis appropriate platform to
express their views and exhibit their artistic talents which
helps intheir overall developmentup to certain extent.

T hope the annual magazine would contain valuable
information for the benefit of the siudents which could
guide them in their future endeavours and make them
capable to face all the challenges in their life successfully.

I send my pood wishes for the successful
publication of 'Srijan 2006,

(Virbhadra Singh)

Chief Minister,
Himachal Pradesh

SRIJAN' 06 To perform your duties is the best way to worship’ N
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Institute of Technology, Hamirpur is bringing

out the annual issue of its magazine "Srijan’.
This magazine has been providing a useful medium for
expression of thoughts, ideas & writing skills o all the
members of NIT family and joy to its readers. It is a
healthy tradition which NIT Hamirpur is maintaining and
deserves praise.

I am delighted to learn that the National

Dr. R.L. Chauhan
Chairman. The quality articles in the magazine showcase

Board of Governors institute's strength and contributor’s talent emanating
from the inherent desire to express and share the joy of
writing. The Magazine provides a forum to those also,
who bring to us the lighter side of life. The multi-cultural,
multilingual facet of the Institute, which is deeply etched
in our ethos, affords unique opportunities for national
integration and assimilation of wider cultural values of
various regions of the country duly reflected in this
magazine. Task of the Editorial Board gets increasingly
challenging in the face of high standards of contributions
for publication.

Through this message [ express my happiness and
convey my good wishes to the NIT Hamirpur family for
bringing out the 'Srijan-2006" which, I am sure, all would
enjoy reading.

(Dr. R.L. Chauhan)

Chairman,

Board of Governors

National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur (H.P)

SRIJAN' 06w There is no wealth greater than one's character N W




FROM THE DIRECTOR

I gives me immense happiness to have come to

know that the institute is bringing out yet

another issue of Srijan. The very spirit of well
acclaimed college magazine commemorates the spirit of
creativity. It represents the charisma of learming which
unfiolds itself into myriad dimensions propitiating the growth
of curiosity, ideas and activity within the yearning minds.

Prof. LK. Bhat
Director,
NIT, Hamirpur (H.P.) the technical skills and competency of the students brought to

It is heartening to know that via Srijan, not only are

the fore but also are their energies channelised towards the
activities which derive their origin from ingenuity, The
process not only sows the seeds of innovativeness, ever
essential for a successful engineer but may also be attributed
to provide an outlet to their thoughts and expressions. It
enables student develop into multifaceted personality as he
steps out of the institute by making him aware of intricate
web of human social values, traditions and customs.

1 extend my heartiest congratulations to the editorial
board and all those who contributed 1o make the magazine a
pride of the institute reaching unprecedented heights.

Jfor b

{Prof. 1 K Bhat)
Director,
National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur (H.P.)

SRIJAN' 06w Concentration is an important tool for siiecass -1




Dr. (Mrs.) Saroj Thakur

Editor-in-Chief

%

Straight From the
Heart....
The world that these young

souls explore is best
described by Tagore:

I shall find hidden thy infinite

oy

In every splendour of smell
and vision and sound;

Even while a thousand fetiers
still bind me to the wheel

I shall taste Thy infinite
hiberty.

SRIJAN"06

It has been a wonderful experience to waich young minds at work
during the making of the Srijan. The Srijan is the resull of the
commitment and love of all those dedicated ones who have the
strength of mind to tum their dreams into reality, These young
stalwarts, through their creations, become the mirror of the times.
The artist, the writer, in fact any creator, would never take the first
step without having previously seen it with his imagination. Thus
every work of art is like giving wings to your dreams. Acting as a
bridge between the alumni who had worked for the college Magazine
and the present team has brought a universality of the creative nature
1o surface.

Human nature is essentially unchanging. The same passions,
emotions, feelings and even siluations are seen again and again
throughout human history and the same is true for the literary history
of—The Srijan--the heart, the soul and the mind of NIT Hamirpur.
Srijan recapitulates all those creative expressions--in words and in
colours substantiating a well-known eighteenth-century definition of
poetry that it is "what oft was thought but ne'er so well expressed”. All
creative expressions in Snjan are the result of labour of love for the
die-hard group of dedicated Team Srijan and others for whom the
publishing of this magazine is a passion. The articles and art forms
are like complete living organisms having an entity of their own and
this is what any creative form should be like.

What Literary forms should not be like a decoration--an icing on a
cake-—-which is applied externally on a completed structure but
should integrate with the work of art. When the creator is able to
transcend the sense of distance between creation and imagimation and
is able to “enact™ what he feels, the sense of creation is achieved,

The freedom to transform the ideas into reality, the abstract into
concrete and the general into specific was provided to the team Snjan
by Dr. . K. Bhat the Director of the Institute who always was the
force to provide us with the ambience needed for artistic creativity!

cnattia

Dr. (Mrs.) Sarej Thakur
Editor-in-Chief
Srijan

Results come from actions, not only from planning TN
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EDITOR'S PICK - BEST DEPARTMENTAL DIARY

félepa t,tmeniaf Q’S.!dﬁ";

" V1L ENGINEERING

SHISHIR GOEL & RAVI KUMAR

Mever walk on the bridge you engneer and never Live in the home vou construct. This is the first and foremest maxim a cvl
engnesr must be equpped with I modemn Life, ths funda holds true with the nereasing commissions beginning right frem the
very basic Level of hierarchy in the construction business. Students come and ge. but the same things with diferent titles
keep on happenng. Like every year this year dse CED had many events held in the department to point st The
department has its cap full of feathers which can make sther birds in the nest snvisus.

Mumersus guests visited the college to find students interestad n ther specidized subjects. Put they were more than
satisfied when they found at Least the first row of the classroom packed with the students. Nothing to be surprised abaut,
i the stdents nesded a teabred svery 20 miutes The future prospects of Uyde Power Deveopment wers
elaberated but den't they remain the same every year =7

Brudding il angineers were decidng upon the quantity of cement to be mined in concrete in ther field of werk when axperts
delivered Lectures on Cement and Concrate Properties. | guess, most of them found themselves tor much satisfied with
the practised values

Mo enginesr is complete if he doesn't have a list of workshaps and traning which he has been a part of during his four vear

holiday package called engneerng. Eoperts from all aver the contry enjoyed a trip to the lush green NIT Llamirpur campus
in ubseardble heat of the plans for the traning and short term programmes going on in the CLD. Llsavy topics includng
‘concrete mix design’. ‘estimation. constructin and mantenance of public utility werks' and ‘services te the community’ were
tried to be axplaned sbaut Many particpants fer the first time were comfortable with the lectures as there were a few
desirous canddates whe preferred the first row cushion seats. The shews registered jam packed baconies. Moreaver,
TEHF alse found one more way to spend its never ending money on these programmes.

F.ome was net bult in a day. Veu have te spprecate the sthitude shown by the parbicpamts whe believed “Lets try buldng
n twe days” A total of fourteen bwe day traning programmes’. mainly focusing mm sol and material characterization made
the particpants aware of the ground(seil) realibies of ther woork. It is great te be a ol engineer ndeed. Ak Least you can
choose the type of soll to rest n peace. The dedication of the organizers and particpants can be clearly visualized as the
full “Surmmer Break’ was utlized in the bwie day programmes. But, IZ.ome was orly the half way.

A find trial to complete the capital was embarked wpen with three ‘five davs programmes’ on Earthquake sk
Maragement'. It 5 wise to Look before you Leap. That's why it s always necessary to Learn dsaster management if you
happen to be a cvl enginser. If the oty happens te crumble someday, then there is a need to worry abaut the remaining [fe,
because the government changes svery now and then

With research and development bearing in the campus, project titled Tandslids hazard zenation and mitigation measures for
Kl sh Area of Limalayas’ was granted B.s. 30 Lacs in bwe 2qua installments, Llaving been found the students getting
bered in the Laboratories. six grants of 719 lacs each were approved for procuring Labsratery equipment. Large machines
with very large names and inhuman werk made students wonder about ther mechanica counterparts. Twelve new biagies
worth s, 55 Lacs have made the ciil department the richest place in the college with 5B undemaath the buldng. | thk,
the new Portable Brore Llsle Driling machine over the bark can help someone partyng hard these days Moreover, project=
wiarth creres are under pregress n the department

L S HLTAN (5 I love you. Please love mell




MCTE as a matter of fact and tradition approved our one move programme, ie, the Ph D corses inthe CLD. ks will be
nice te see an engineerng college produce doctors. The hard werk of the students of the department is werth prasing.
Mest of them get good placements even when it requires toe much to get placed in this field

With the new construction work geing on under the construchion cell. Hree new extensims have been added to the make-
wp of the buldng. Ramodelling of water storage tarks has been complated satisfactonly in September. 2006, Flume with
shed has now been relocated to make its presence felt rather nauspiciously. With increasing faclty, new offices have been
constructed with some aterations in the remans. Lopefully, the repar work in the stars wil start shortly Specia thaks
to the side corrider stars which take away madmum Load from the interior ones.

Finally, CED's Mational Conference was ensugh te held the students back in college for a day in the most awaited mid-
semester breal. 75, a dream figure for mest of the students tumed sut to be a nightmare for a few ulucky onas. Even
ene short and sufferer was found fighting his way through the fluid The ld Merp of Rome™ was accused of playing vieln at
office hours, Lope they try buldig India next time,

This was al about the CED's cap fully feathered New developments will agan begn when the faathers start blowing

dwdy.
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T ENGINEERING

VIVEK CHAUHAN & PRASHANT

I TV 00 Those who have guinea pigs never have to throw out iy VegetaBISSR 11




What lies n 2 name P Well || ths is the hottest buzz in the dectical engineerng department or the electrical +
electranics engneerng department. if | may call i | The batch envelled this acadermic session is the first batch which will
be getting the ELL dagree. The question now is whether the second and third years wil be getting the same or not It
was recommended by the department that they should as the third years ae bebind by st one chapter inder the new
scheme and the second years should most definibely because they have not even starked The first vear syllabus being
common for all the branches Well the decision has been made and due to some policy issues the CEL degree is being
awarded to erly the first vear and the future batches Lard ludk quys. But nething is Lost I | may point aut IT's den't give
ELL degrees! Nonetheless the students are giving it their final shot |

Mow Let us get to some serious busiess gong on n the department. As wsual the department boasts of the best
facuty in the nstibte The students miss Dr M N Bandspadhyaya whe had te Leave the department this academic
sessior a5 he is curently the Director of NT Kurukshetra The department has grewn inte the largest department in
NIT Uamirpur and is stll growing, addng more faculty and branching inte new courses, projects and research areas. It
maintans clese affilistions and several jont research projects with a geed range of interaction with ether departments.
Sevaral Lavels of aducation are offared in the fleld of alactrica engineering . BxTech in Elactrical E ngineering. M Tech in
Electricd engineering and Deoctors of Phlosephy n Elactricd engineerng. Varius undergraduste and post graduste
prejects are currently underwiay in the department. A few of them being

¢  Congestion management of restructured power secter with renewable energy reseurces under the scheme of EED
¢ Modemization of existing high valtage Lab under MODROBS

* Contingency screenng and ranking for veltage stablity under RED scheme

*  Medemization of existing power elactronics Lab under MODEOES

The department has projects worth S crores for RE'D pupose. The arzas of reseach in the department are advanced
pewer systems and technologies. No, of seminars and Lachires were held for the students and facuties in the department
The Latest ene being by Dr Jha from NIT Jalandhar on Digital. Control Systems. The department has dse srganized two
TELIF spansered short term courses for the unemploved youth of the locd community, The TFAC-CORL is one of its
kind in the entire nerthermn region. This has enabled the department to move shead in the arzas of transfoarmer monitorng at
site sasng of selid nsulations and improvements, deteckions, location and deformations and integrity of windrg defermation
due to short dreuit. performance and evaluation of transformer feeding steel ndustry, partial dscharge measurement at site .
As aother year passes by the department is moving in ene drection and one drection orly. 12 UPWARDS The campus
placement record has been varing bebween 70 to BO% dring the last few years Thaugh the remaning students
secured a job OfF campus but this is one arsa where the department is focusing en imprevement. Llopefilly in the years o
come the placements will be |00% or more.

Euxtra classes (sigh]" whie sther department students were enjoying themselves in the hostels surfing the net, playing
courtter strike or st lazing around the poer Lithe slectrica sngneers were toling it out i areas of slactre mechanics,
rumerical analysis and the lkes. As if 820 530 slsctrocution weere net anough |

In sports champs in basketball & volleyball have the strongest teams (N PAPER) i footbdl & ericket but could not
manage te make it to the finals semehew:. better luck next time.

“fah_yet agan the department continues to be the hub of the major decisions making in the institute(by the students of
course). favourite spat for the all the meetings be it related to. *SRLIAN' or the LILL FFar or av other student
meeting feor that matter It is the place where all the policies are made

IR N ) TS AIF pro is opposite of con, then what is the 0ppe
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The Faaval Mechanical E ngneerng Department.wait a secend is it stil revad 27 The answer is. ‘ebviously yes'l Taking
aout reyaity_it's dways ncreasingll Situated on the highest’ in the instibute, both in terms of contours and autput. the
department s ane of the premier canters of its kind in the country. With a highly effident administration and teaching brass,
well equipped Labs, nfrastructure and state of the art Workshop_and the workshep dress too. the deparbment caters to
al the needs of its students

Fellewing the year 2005, the department has added to its list many new types of equpments. machinery and = en the
verge of going for the MECLATEONCS LAP. Cood news for the MEDDY s whe caldit get into dlackronics and a
batter one for them whe semshew managed te get through it in ther first year Added te this, the computer Lab has been
completaly upgraded with Latest systems and have engnesring seftwares, not te forget MezllaFirefox, for the better’
use for students and the faclty as well as for academic and research puposes. Softwares for CADY/CAM are dse beng
cormiderad for further addtions Along with this, the CNC (Computer Numericd Control) Machinng Center and €NC
Turring Lathe & machines for large scae prodiction have been added to the Workshop. A CAM Lab is under

construction and will seen start functisnng along-with the Architectre department next te owrs’, Lley guys. Lets have a
pell semetime which ene of the bwe de vou want frst™ Something interesting for the STAR Eobecop Lovers: findly we
have a ROBOTI

Maow here is something which the MEDDY s can really be proud of The Placements this time, as always, brought fortunes
for our students as well as for Devbhum' and ‘ULLE. The Department had nearly 100% campus recrutment of the 2006
pass aut batch and G5% recrutment has been achieved for the 2007 batch with a complete semester shl remaning.
Some of the major recriiters visiting sur campus for Mechanical Engineering students nclude Uere Londa Alstom, Ashole
Leviand NTPC, LET, ABE. DRDE E55AR. Subres ete. Goed news for the g ones’. This time it is planning to cal
the Locad gymnasiums for placements toe.se get geared wp!

The department has started a Pestgraduste pregramme Leadng te M Tech Degree with specdization in ‘Computationa
Methods and Experimental Techiques in Flud Flew & Ueat transfer’ from the session 20052006 and is offerng a
Ph? programme in the arsas of Design Thermal Production/industrial. This means wie are gong to havie more doctors newl
The intaee in the number of students in first year has alse been ncreased as well as the fumiture to seat them The
department = alse Locking forward te start new PG programmes for ME2A (Industrid Management)

In assaciation with LSTE (Indan Sedety OF Technical Education). Bilee Stripping' was recently srganized in which experts
from Brajaj ates deronstrated the Bajaj Dscover DT.54 engine and its compenents followied by a cool interaction with
the experts in the mechanical seminar hall after a hot lunch session and ne one slept this time for mere than twie hoursl
Bry the way. next time they are planing to victimze a car. e keep an eve an your notice boards. Therefore. taking such
avents as a step. the ‘coslest deparbment’ of the college. thaks to the refrigeration Lab. has Lad a foundation for future
nstitute-industry mterface which is to be capitalized in the forthcoming vears.

I NN | 1 Psarcasm helps keep you from teling people what you really ik SRS 171
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“Old Lardware engineers never die, they ust cache in ther chips.. " These werds achudly amass the whele educationd
carser and the valued experiences of an dlectronics engnzer inte a single sentence All the experiences are convertad nte

an invention of new’ chip or a new circut which remans ‘etermal’ aven if the person fals te continue his breath In every single
mement the Technalogical Werld comes wp with a new technslogy by the continuous tuning of the unweary minds of the
engneers from behind  thus maldng the wiorld a smaller and better place to live in

Lousad on the top floer of the newly panted adminstrative Block is the Brand New’ ECE Department. shyly spinning up
some threads of ‘Creathvity’ with the Architechrs Department undemeathll With snazzy dassreem desks that have added
as mauscrpts for a let many creative thinkers whose ereativity gets on a high during Lechres and new gresn-boards, the
department has indergens a majer transformation. Llowever. the exterior cosmetic surgery must have broken a million
hearts, with the gorgesus bal cory being iren-cut. which used to be the place for the Trons dinta’ to breath sut sunlight

IR RPN Right, because usually the competent don't wait thatioRgm i
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But then there is another guy magnet The Notice board of the department. What the grls mserably faled at. this 'not so
good Lodking’ board accomplished Bretween the classes the ever enthusiastic Tronx Juntas’ can be seen humming arsund
ths ‘fertunate’ notice board. There is alse the renovation of the departmental Lbrary and the seminar hall taking place in the
midst of all the actiities beaming in the campus.

The end of the previous academic year embarked upen a change of gears in the hierarchy of the ECE Department with Mr.
Vined Kapoer giing way te the new LIOD Mrs. Rajeevan Chandel Not far from the CECT. department is CTM- A
‘Hecond Classroom for the Tron lntas. Projects. seminars and periodcals are dl cracked in this intellectual heaven And
H'ne"ﬂi*elﬂaswm'i.sthe'C"'remhﬁdm’.ﬂpdmmmgbcmﬂdemﬁaﬁmfmwbbﬁgmﬁh
idvllic bliss on the benches watching the Elachrica students attendng an array of classes: thus attaning an innate sense
of joblessness.

Let's now throw seme Light on the Laboratonies — Laboratory s “A place for ‘Laber' not ‘Oratory’” The department
faclitates the students domg with the werking staffs with well- squpped Labs of varous kinds such as dgtd L,
commurication engineering Lab, television Lab, dgttal signal processing & Lmbedded system Lab. ete. The VL4 Lab is adlso
beng set up n the department under the SMPP praject of Ministry of Communication and Technalagy. In the Labs, the dd
“its' have been replaced by the new Wittens' The engneers are often found busy waving ther mind along with the
waveforms of the signa in the (2.8 and grosving with the tunes of FM and AM The breadboard seems to be the play field
for the buddng engineers tuning therr hands with the Logic gates and ICs,

The department has got its computer centre renovated with brand new deskbops attiring the suave desks. The PCs are
wiell-equpped with 2l serts of aducational sofbwares ncluding MEMS PR.O software b VL design Optica Simulation
sofbware GptSim-5, Proteas V5 Matlab nterface. oread ete.

As ne beauty is ‘beauty’ without the essence of purity in it simiarly ne degree (B Tech) is deserving withaut having the
Traring' and "Short term courses’ init. Experts from different comers of the contry are invited for ther expert views that
the interested shudents find quite beneficid to ther technicd caresr Racently the department had srganized a training
course on ‘repar & mantenance of slectronics gadgets’ under the 'Community Senvice Programme’ of the TEAF |t had
dlse co-ordnated the summer schoel en V4 Dasign and Jptimisation Tachnique' this year with the particpation of the
engnesrs from sther premisr sducational nstitutions. The department alse helps the enginesrs sharpen their knowledge by
erganizing shert term courses lke Recent trends in Digital Electrenics' and national seminars on Recent trends in
c i

Mz winter Lasts for ever and ne spring skips its tumn_” The campus recrutment starks with the fresh and cosl envirorment
of the winters. The department does shoet a line of having neardy |009% placsment in the previous year and having more than
E5% this year Lo, of the 2007 batch stil with companies knocking at the deor. The majer companies visiting the NIT
campus for the recrutment of the CCL students ndude Wipro, Llewlett Packard BEL . Texas nstruments, Perot
systems, PED?, Essar grawp. ete

At both Undergraduste and Postgraduste level our modiar programmes offer fledlity. dlewing nterd=cplinary
combinations. The department is blessed providng M. Tech degree n VLS| Design Autemation and Techrigues (VDAT)
adlong with the Computer Science & Cingneering Department Alse the department is producing TPoctors’ of Phlosephy
{(Ph ) in VA1 Electronics & Communication Engineering. All in all sne helliva department with a parfect Blend of brans
with supernsva energyl

Mements come and go. seme sink in aur mind while seme Leave an indelible impression in aur memery. Yet another batch got
passed sut this year but ther memories are still fresh somewhers in the comer of our heart

IR N 159 0nce is chance, twice 15 a coinaidence, three times is populatio SIS [
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Experience The Power of Chaos —— The central idea that the C5ED starts off with If you don't like these lines then
you are net ene of the guys whe de everything under the bamer of 'C5E ROCKLS The department is the heart Lne of
NIT Llamirpur with the hearts aka network servers Located in this hallowed department This department is geeks' haven.
It &= much mare than sitting in frent of terminals and coding away to glory. To mention in a few woerds it is about nething yet
everything

The department made grand efferts to bring the college mm the technology map of the combry Seunds crazy™= But
where slse de you get a whole hest of B 2 52 Thnkpads dedcated for intemet access 6 days a wesk with
rastrictions (er. which can be sasily bypassad)” The Labs have dl undergone change from the ugly ducklings to the
beatifil swans (that's a serisus understatement). The old P2's have gone and in ther place there are shiny new P4 LT
with 80 CB of disk space. Thanks te TEGF the whole lab struchre has seen a new facelift A free software
revelution is visble with mest of the PC's rumning en Lbuntu— a fact that Mr. Bl Gates wen't be very appreciative of.
Change is the Law of nature” and =e be it but please don't ask if it's a secial change. For this aswer get in tauch with the
Pc

A slight bit of misfortune for the MED is that they now have to do a bt of trelbding to reach ther department with the
computer centre being bult A 100 node computer centre s under construction te salisfy the ober surfing wrge of
students The nebwerk administrators need to be congrahulated for effective mantenance of the college network amidst
chastic breskdown of LANs due to stated reasons lke FLAIDNG and CRACKLRES For more nformation contact
students in various hostels whe have ther intriguing hypotheses at your dsposal The department msses the service of
Shii TP Sharma whe had endeared himself to a Lot of shudents and s currently on Leave te complete his Phd - Shri
Narattam Chand has joined the department after submitting his thesis in IT R.oorkes

I a bid to promote interest of students in current knew-hows, a lechire was srganised en TCP/P v6 and Enerypting file
systems by Praf Dhesraj Sanghi of IT Kanpur. To promote student particpation various Lucrative offers like “cha” weere
made which ensured briliant shudent tumeut though for dfferent siestic reasens. Prof, Meinuddin of NT Jdandar
delivered a Lechre en Weble Computing” . Prof Sarej Kaushi: delivered an axpert Lecture an “Artificid telligance” which
was greatly appreciated (probably becamse of dsence of natural rtelligence) A computer Uadware and Sofbatare
wiorkshop was srganised for the nen- teaching staff of NIT Lamirpur in the interests of computer Literacy,

Varun Raput and Md btekhab srganised a workshop on My S@L and wabsite management where a Lot of particpation
from outside the college alse tosk place for reasons wnknewn to the department The reasen is beng athributed te the
poplarity of CRIELIT so evervens wants te buld his swn versim  Dabarshi Ry curently in findl vear has been made the
official maintainer of Senganiser under the Savanna project of GNLYLINLIX. Lle is also one of the maintaners of the blog
of Richard Stallman (RMS). Se the nstitute can bank upen alumni for huge donations in the future. Amit Ahuja of find
year searsd 3" rark in the orline programming contest of IT Roorkee in which second vear students Vivele Shah and
Phiva Sharma secured 7 rank. Ladks lke the department has more than the far share of its sbnodous geeks.

I RN P shooting yourself in the foot 1s actually a lot more: fun tam I SoURGSI 11




The microprecesser lab and the computer achitecture Lab has seen major upgradation so in future the department can
lock forward to see students coming out with processer designs to put Metorala and ntel to shame It has been a busy
saguence of changes with some adhoe teachers maving sut and new teachers being recnited Mr Rajeev Kumar the
person known as "0 or [ because of his subject Probablity has been promoted to the rank of a Lachrsr and Mr Pradesp
Singh has alse joned the department in the role of a Lachurer. SHIL the teacher crisis prevals accordng to the students
wha chese to reman anommous. M Tech programmes have been startad by the department in Computer Science and in
VLS design in collaboration with the ECED It has been a busy vet satisfying year for the department and it Logks
forward te this year to buld upen ibs memartum amidst aver nereasing chaes__ Fsalise the powier of chass.
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the write angles

Thes stream's job = not ust ot Line maareng or spendng slespless nghts for the sake of submissions. It has a Lot mare
ntellect imvolved (we understand). Architecture is about beng creative by tickling these slender and seldem used imagination
nerves: and penning devwin mind maps,

The biggest chalenge for an Archi fresher came diing LUl ffair this year (1) Apparently. leaming the basics’ had them
confined to ther rooms to such an extent. that all the energy during Ll ffar came as a blast that was a little toe much to
handle. L_et's put sur hands together and pray for the new batch this year.

Brarring this foreseen ncident. reports from the Department of Architecture, NT Lamirpur also mentioned of talents being
shawn off during VIS4 avents. The Department. however. declined to axpand the werd VIS4 We dd hear that the Credt
Card Company's tumovers have shot up considerably this fisca vear At the end of the frst semester 4 days were
squeazad out of the tight scheddes to fit in a trip on the SujpnpurPaampurDharamshala tral The quality of the trips
wias said to have mproved after 8 days wiere spent in Shimla and Chandigarh in the second semester. The Archians told us
that they saw a Lot of buldngs and Leamt about sther inberesting structures. But we know that's net why they wint
therel Life in the freshman year was basicaly fun. theugh fun' is user defined

As Tintin's gosd friend Captan Laddock says, Yo ho ho and a bottle of ruml” Life began ‘ve ho ho' for the second years and
ended with a bette of (Fil in the Blark Please note that this is net a contest because wee believe that even a dunken
(weeJman can get this right) They spent a good amaunt of time meeting ntellectuals and exploring the unexplored No
comments. They went off the drawing beards and inte the fids for survering. The second years sttended the annud
NASA event in Murba from the 26" December to the 31" They were the Largest team of delegates and participated in
various competitions. New Year celebrations were held in the tran Ashwini and Farvesh won a prize for making a clay model
(putt) of a play station The second vears alse visited Paragpur which is a heritage vilage n Kangra UP. and met ther
counterparts from the Unwversity of Texas Big projects in the form of working on the designs of the Buaijnath Temple and
the Lambloo temple ase came ther way.

A good half of the third years spent their time in participating in competitions, designing and having fun. They visited Mumbai
and Ahmedabad to particpate in the arual NASA events. Rakesh Mishra dressed as a mummy using newspapers and won a
prize |_ater that night, he received a bottle of champagne with a note that read”.

THE ToMe oF TUTTAKAMEN
Dear Racash

“fou have shewn axemplary talent with your werk by foding the crewds that you were a mummy. The Gods are very
pleased with you as am | Please accept this cursed bettle of Champagane Xplesis IX as a token of my appreciation

Stay healthy.
T'keamen

F.% [Po not share the drink with amyene it's cursed

Rivan Llabb wen the second prize at the Convergence n IT Roerkee BN Panda particpated in a steel design contest. A

transparence glass design NSDAG was held as well Acumen a quiz comtest alse saw ther particpation The rest of the
year was al about submissions. Aind a faw more submissions. And a few more. Stop.

The fourth vears are a creative Lot. Ther imevative ventures can be seen in the campus itself (a search team has been sent
out) Sachin Patl wrate an award winning article on Gresn Architechre and walked away with a cool bosty of s S000.
Boeng 3 good shudent, he chose to invest it in his studes The Phota Lisspital came under ther Logking glass. They
proposed campus Landscaping designed the Auditorium reception and extension of the Office in the Administrative Bloack In
all. ther time was well spent in applying their ideas practically. The Final Years were all toe invelved in thesis. projects,
placements and traning. Some planned to deviate from Architecture and do an MBA. A few theught of getting married

EECERENME R Hewho laughs last should do so from a safe distance: NI 1TH
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Another issue regardng the L' ffar 08 were the sweat shirts The sweat shirks were liked orly by those whe brought
them The enes whe bought them are still wenderng

If | Leavie hare tomorrow, wiould you still remember ma"

4 big thanks te Lynyrd Sloymrd for coming up with Fresbrd and that immertal line above from that seng That sums up
LAl 'ffar for 2006, See you next year

The auy whe writes nte this dary,

(Fer LWL 'ffar "'06)

IS NIV T wards "My” "Rash” "See” and "Wanna" don't go




VIVEK CHAUHAN

Yet ansther seasen is over in the NTU SPORTS CALENDAR It al bagan early this summer_The entre sports
committes was revamped and it started off with a Lot of steam full of zeal and enthusiasmilne wonders where all that

steam gets Lost midway somehow ) Ampwiays wie had ar fingers crossed and hoped that things wauld be diffarent this time
reund

The new speces, the firstess had ust made ther entry_moving around with ther heads stoeping Low as if they weuld tauch
the floer. The sephemores, the newly proclamed, rather self proclamed lions of the jungle Ladking for 2 chance to take a
rap at the pure little prevl Gur honorable dractor had a visien that sperts could help sase the freshers into the set up_and
hance here we were; the BIG DAY _First year makes (s debut in the NITL greunds. Playing their first ever cricket match
aganst the second years it was a matber of PEIDE for the second vears, whe wanted to show them whe rules the
reost whiie the freshers wantad to prove ther mettle and make a place for themselves In a dramatic finish the freshers
somehow managed te squesze a victory! ZAF there was a buzz around the campus_ although it was just a friendly match
but stil how coud the FRCSLER S WINI Lighly unaceeptablel Evervone was desparate to get a erack at bhem and

B2 - W given a chce, people aiways o the dumbest thing Under e GRESSESIN TV




_ the write angles

show them whe's B0 55! Well the management thought stherwise and the seniors were kept wanting

Barpways ft was time for the officid seccer seasen to kick off Fresh sut of the WORLD CUP evaryene was Longing to
show ther skills with the boot One cold see dl the teams swestng it aut in practice sessins, The INTER BRANCL
FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT was the frst toumament to kick start the OFFICAL NTU 5P0RTS FLASTA. The
naugural match was kicked off by our drecter as C5E tock on the Meddys! After an nteresting match C5E managed to
steal a victory, ELECTRICAL had entered the tournament as faverites but couldn't manage te win a single match Llaf
the colege team comsists of these elsctrifving persendities and vet they caddit comvert Probably a little bit of
pverconfidence leadng te their undong Well the €50 quys mantared ther gelden touch and went on to win the
tournament 1O aganst CTVIL in an intriguing final

Next up was INTER. BRANCL BASKCTEBAL L. The ELECTRICAL guys Locking Lo avenge the humiliation that had
been caused tock the toumament by storm They Literally blew aut the oppesition with ther well crafted finishes and
amazing twin towersl Nothing could stop them and they won the tournament hands down The RTAL MEDDYS were
takeen for aride in the finds

Rubbing the good luck and form from basketball the 1 CCTRICAL quys wen the VOALLEYBALL TOLRNAMENT
as well After dl what could sne do when sne was receiving smashes from 859 faet haight! In a will erafted find once
agan the MEDPDT'S succumbed to them

Livenm_then came the big sne_the NTER BREANCU CRICKET TOLENAMENT it was literaly a knock out
tournament The first match was played batwisen arch vds OVIL ad LET OVIL managed to register ther first
victory Meanwhie in the other pool ARCUTCCTURL registered the greatest wset and ther first ever victory.
defeating the MEDDYS, CAE defeated MEDTYS and ended ther tournament dreams. Next up was the dash of the
titans_ L1l COTRICAL tosk on COVIL_everyone knew that it was a vichal semi findl ‘Whosoever wen wiald procesd
The match ended i a controversial finish, There was some emor made by the scorer and CLECTRICAL had Lost, Well
this wasn't taken lightly and a written complaint Lodged which made the officials scrap the ides of a knockaut toumament
EL CCTRICAL defeated ECE and procesded to the semis. In the semis they wiere put wp aganst CS5E whe had got in as
their pacl toppers defeating the MEDDYS and the ARCLIANS C5E win the match as it snded in a close finish b the
other semi CVIL. creamed the ARCLIANS The finds were played between arch rivds OVIL and €50 Wl Luck
waﬂn'tgahgﬂ‘u"L'buwntthimputwammwthtatd.ThcﬂV’mem&whﬁjrﬁgPcrhm:ltlu
ENIL eaptain is jrmed or something. Lle has baen in avery toumament final but is et to win onell

Maving on. the C1VILians dd not take the Loss aganst C5E. lightly They were desperate to take revenge And they got
their chance. They literaly thrashed CSE i the NTERBEANCL BADMNTON FHAL &

Then en it was CIVIL all the way_they literdly washed aut the remainng toumanents in the NTER BAR2ANCL category.
One could say on a dream roll or semething. They defeated the MEDDY'S in the CLE 55 TEURNAMENT. then went an
to defaat CHE in the CARROM and TABLE TENNLS TOURNAMENTS as wall They had wierkad ther magic all
season and were crowned the NTER BRANCL CLIAMPIONS. A title WELL DESCRVEDH

At the end of the semester the NTCR YEAR TOURNAMENTS have kicked off as welll The first being NTCE.
YEAR FOOTEALL TOURNAMENT _in this as expacted the TURD YEAR GLIYS literdly creamed the rest of the
teams to be Labelad CLIAMPS. In the next semester the remaning INTER YELAR TOURNAMENTS wil be played to
ascertan the CLAMP of CLUAMP S

Meanwhie there were a few INTER COLLEGE events as well in whch our teams participatad and brought home glory,
The College SOCCLR. TLAM tewed PLNJAB CNGINCLRING CALLEGE. CLUANDIGAR LI and braught in the third
pedestal Same was the case with the COLLEGE VALLEYBALL TEAM whch had gone to NIT
LRV SLETRA Uswever the BADMMNTON team coddit make # to the top Hiree slots ad came in farth in NIT
JALANDUIAR. Lopefilly the CRICKLT TEAM which will be towing next semester, wil manage to rope in some
laurels for the nstitutel

Lirtd then this is yeur Vivek Chavhan signing ofF_| See you nest seasanll

RS 7200V S e prime motivation for all women is the need:
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Raghu : | can't wake up to attend the 8:30 am class. [ am running short of
attendance and I am desperate. Please help me out.

Chatru : Your problem seems penuine. We suggest you adopt the following 3-tier approach 1o
minimize risk. Firstly, sign a memorandum of understanding with your classmate (bribe him if
necessary) to do a proxy for you. If not, then keep this hour as prime time & sleep. Last resort, sneak
your way into the teacher's colony, and lock up his door the previous night.

Murga : “Roti leni ya degree leni” says Chachwbhaiji in mess. "How do I get a degree without
food?

Chatrie : Dear Victim, Your words reflect your pain and mental erosion. All we advise is to get that
apron & togue going & cook your way to health & glory. Impossible! You say. Fear not, and then how
about writing an application asking for replacement of Chachus with Chachees. Failing so, Canteen
status has to be uplified. After all, it's “The survival of the firtest.”

Cirenit : In winter, 1 accumulate inch deep dirt, I have been stinking for the last seven days, people
refuse to sit with me at the dinning table, and my room-mates have migrated elsewhere and still this
damned geyser refuses to give hot water. What should I do?

Chatrn : Dear stinky, One obvious solution is bathing in deodorants if warm water's such a rare
commodity. In case of deodorant breaking up, get mnovative & go look for a natural hot water spring.
In the absence of such natural wonder don't panic. Join 'Srijan’ team and you will have a company of
those similar to you. Also you have a perennial excuse that you were too busy with work.

By the way how many people take regular bath in this College?

Chillar : | have a peculiar habit of stealing pens within sight. How do 1 overcome this?

Chatru : Dear pen thief, NO big deal. There is one guy in final year who hasn't bought any stationery
in entire degree and is placed in Wipro (still going strong).You two can start a new Ocean
11.Mevertheless, after detailed analysis, we have come to the conclusion that it might be a genetic
problem. Think twice, there is a possibility that it is a thief tracing device. Take a part time job in
stationery, practice resisting the temptation. If all else fails, dial 100 & surrender.

Pajjad : 1t seems juniors wish just about everyone except me in this college. Even to chachus
sometimes, What is my fault? Also [ am too scared to rag.

Chatrn : Get a bonafide centificate, hang it around your neck if possible. Unity is strength- walking in
groups of five or more increases your chances of being wished. Sill ignored! Join discipline club and
bring them on!

BN Quickest way to make someone ignore you-start a sentence with “Youl Sholild 71l




Cheeky : | can’t resist the sight of senior girls. Where am [ going wrong?

Chatru : Dear stalker, you have a real problem on your hand. Yours is known as intra-gender bias
wherein a person shows fool symptoms,
(a) A sudden rush of seeing of a madam,
(b} Trying to engage into a useless discussion.
{c)  Staring for long hours.
{d)  Keeping a constant vigil at PGH. If you experience this,
then I suggest :
{A)  Daily, 3 hours of interactions with the smartest female batch mate.
(B)  Distract yourself while they are in sight. For instance pull out your shoe, smack yvour head etc.
You will feel better.
And if nothing helps. Go man and ask her out. Don't you know the rule- the chances of a junior geting
a senior girl i1s higher. .. (Read last year's Srijan).

Ms. Bowrnvita : 1 have got five proposals from boys' hostel. How do I choose?

Chatru : Test them in groups:

(a) Envy meter ;- Check their envy levels for each other. Use your discretion to eliminate them in
pairs,

(b} Spending power Parity :- Insist to ask you out for a lavish lunch (you can't go for
dinner...sigh). Check his reaction. Make sure he maintains a continuous flow of gifis.
Fashion parade :- Best guys need this! Book a ramp. It's upon them to set it on fire. You choose
the winner & groom.

n this questionnaire are frue to our knowledge. Their resemblonce to any person living or deod is purely infentionol

1 Want It That Way !

The SRLJAN team conducted a survey lo keep track of the recent emerging trends in the institule as well as to know sludents
parspective on the issues related 1o their alma-maler. The survay was conducted in the third week of Dotobear. What follows is a
report based on the responses of more than 400 students who participated in this survey.

i. Atatime when B, Tech education suffers due to lack of infrastructure, does starting full fledged M. Tech and
Ph. D courses make sense? Do you think this is going to improve the brand image of the institute?

The starter was fo judge whether stwdents are satisfied with the focilities and | Can't Say &% ™ Yoz 18%
krfroastrnctiure avallable. Although the Data-Cheest survey technical institutes of the —|

kation on the criterion of nfrastrecture, the stidents ot here did not seem fo agree

a5 457 af the respondents found it lintle over aprimist action to stiort M. Tech and Fh

I conrses, the reason being the lack of infrastrncture, It seems they wanted the

withorities to take an inzside look into the infrastructure concerning the B, Tech

fefandenniy

2. Yourexpansion for "NIT' will be

Ticks 5% The queexstion had no serfouws reasons bt fuxt a feaser fo make the survey interesting,

and the sthiwdents appeared to be too frank giving o 34 trmoud in the faveur of the
aption that seems to be the weirdest onefwho knows?), Perhaps, MHRD needs 1o
consider the idea and rename the instintes, keeping the acromvm siilf the same. After
el wilrat s fm e mrme?

Haol Inleresied

i Technolegy T5%

AP M People who habitually give advice are the worst people to take




3. Youlove this institute because You aew in Din o

Empowered 4% [ Action 9%
They say Love has no reasons, but heing an engineer, you meed reasons to fustify your
falfing in lave with this college, and the options made it easy. 7% of the respondents
gave the credit fo the everlasting friendship relations they have developed here. A I
total of 20% considered their being empowered and being the nerve-centre of the
instinte ax the reason for this "Love’, And some af them were bold and homest enough | Friends mage bars | Slugeats e the |
to accepy their faxity as the bestoffer provided by the institute. We second vou. arn lorvss 7%~ swrve-canire of e imshule 16%

4. Consequences of rising popularity of Counter strike

A nvw presziigien Raiyweardhan Ralhores This questton was thought 1o be exclusively for bovs, though girls foo had their

mﬂm:" i By making B saviwe have a bunch of sharp shooters i PGH too; only they are armed with
different weapons). And the answer was bt too obvious, ever falling OGPz, 80%
people voled for which, Well, it must have disappointed the local opticians and the
Ministry of Sports as well_ just in case they were expecting someone from the institule
bringing rave honowurs to the coumtry in Ofvmpics shooting,

Just anolher !
Addiction 1% _ Evar Failing CCPls B0%

5. What do you think Nimbus wasn't held last year? | Lok of enthusiasm
in Ik sludests 35%
Another serious gueshion in the serles wis this one, and evervone was free to blame
faren't we Indfans good af plaving this Mame-game. Think cricket). ‘Crganisational
Sailure” as we students congider i, Nimbus at feast counts for the stwdents, But 35%
St that they themselves were to be Blamed for not being enthusiastic, May be, the
Final Yeur knows it better! No o worries, we hope to have it this time

6. Yourwviews on the location of new architecture department

Viemalty aretting? 5% The response to this guestion was guite one sided, and Meddies must be happy, their
—l rovalty doesn't sense any threar. The attitude of the majority was a 'Don't care’
variable, vou can take it high or low, but true, wuntil it is built, who cares! After all the
meddies now do have a ‘Sayfree’ attitude. But for a selected 10% the ‘moods’ may
differ.

Az long as il is |
buill. whe cares? 85%

7. Do you think that banning of vehicles in the college campus is justified?

A geestion that challenged the decision of banning the velicles in the conmpes, bt
mai wnlexs the respondents feel it ix wrong, and they don't feel o, barving 33% of
them fmajority of which surely own onel. Safety gets some consideration in the
mimds of the students, Bul some were seen on J:I.'l'.llq-'.v then (Is ours so huge a
conmpus! ), and then that foa s mot 5o safe’, vou may have a broken hand (hesides a
texrnt parir of jeans) the mext day, ‘o Cyele Accident”!

8. Where do you see NIT Hamirpur 10 years from now?

The guestion was put fist to find ouwt what NiTians think about the future” of their

::;:.' = - H:,:'.mm institute; and the respondents didn’t disappoint us. 35 of them were quite

. Tl- convinced that NITH is bound to be a brand name within the next [0 vears. However,

o 20% theught that there won't be any change. But a subsidiary question arises-

wonild these 6% send their children 1o get attached to this brand name. ft
seems optimism is in the aiv these days.

|5 bsund io be a L | jaind be gul
birand name 0%, inla NIT Hamirpar? 15%

S HIJAN (€ Peoples’ names should not be verbs or adjectives. N1




8. If you are made Director of this institute which things would you like to do to make NIT Hamirpur a better
Institution?

Chuite a dfifficult one to answer, and then vou deon't have aptions fo choose. Ot of mumerous replies, most af wiich in some way or
in the ather related themselves fo academic and administrative response, the most prominent was fo reduce the academic load on
the first vear students. (1is total diffevent issue that most of the participants were freshers). There were a few weird suggestions

ike bringing GTM within boundaries of institute and a few weirder like allowing girls to be out of the hostel upto late
nightsfzeriousty what do these peaple think a director can do? ) St the most striking rexponse was fo five the present PA. and hive
i voung lady instead fwow! this one sounds good ). Well, UGCs need not worry, for it will take no less than 3 decades for an
N Tran to come back as the director of this institute.

10. How many times have you given your valuable suggestions to the e L, ——— T 1P
concerned officer/official for improving the governance of NIT R e |
i | | —

Thix was particularly o kind of guestion the institute administration would be G
knterested to know the answer of. And 7 of the respondents haven't ever suggested |

ny improvements. To ook ar the brighter side, 307 of the students doid suggest |

fmprovements af some point of time. Buwt are those suggestions given a |

thought.... Well, to answer this guestion, we need another survey!fwe are humans, | Moo 0% By Timas 10%
peaple we can't go on Surveving vou guvs forever).

1. Name two things, which you have contributed to make NIT Hamirpur as a brand of which you feel proud of in
the future.

The response was dominated with entries regarding Hill'ffair, sports, studies and blah blah blah but what really made us hold our

bmmny were the replies like "1 patd my mess bills regularly, ™ " went to techfests (read pionic) in 157 1 told my friends alon

bthe erudite environment prevalent here (wonder how does that help) © Overall most of the students were rendered clieless while

we bunsinessoran sonid fe had sobd his Bl faie shice o somebody at 30% profin!

1.2, What should be the most pressing issue concerning the sports authorities of the institutes ? Building a

oo e NiTianx after Breaking Free now want to swim freely. Arownd 3/4° of them

_l m'{' desperately want a swimming pool and the percentage of girls looking forward 1o
have one bialt is even higher (YES!)!!'So the next generation Hammerporeans are
going to be mermaids and sirens. And then, an Indoor sports complex is not so bad
an optian, 23% people want that too. And once popular cricket is losing its miche due
to deteriovating performance of Indian team.

ladaar Speris Complex Z¥%

3. What shouwld be done to improve the participation of students in extra [y shosld arganie Callage [—
curricular activities? eveals that call far sutside = ik Em

particigalian
6%

THhix was perhaps ane guestion that successfully divided the respondents into groups.
The biggest chunk wanted the institite to organize events and invite other colleges
vhile the smallest one wanted to participate in the events of other institutes fofficial
picnics). While ane group advocated for compulsory time slof for these activities,

kncther wanted the institute to find the ‘regulars’ as far as extra-curricula are :ﬂ'nm.m — i
poncerned. Chie better option, let's participate! i autside avents 15% shat bor such s

More Multimedsa 14. How has the teaching scene

oriested 20% T - Ind changed over the last couple of years?
And then the emerging trends in academia! How have things changed over paxi
couple of vears. half of the respondents say it’s the same. The rest half, however,
thinks that it has become more multi-media oriented and focus v on projects and
industrial visits are being encouraged now.

same 60% - mm.ﬂ miu‘l.':

15. Does a survey like this heip?

CHih! Thank you people we have generated a response for the first time. { 7% of vou were
really interested and 8% were saving the overworked Srijan team from another
headacheives it’s a painful one). So heads we win-tails we win. Hey, did { say’ aptimism®
somewhere.

PR E 10 A ndicators show that the human race is selectively breeding itself




the' write angles

By : Chorles

'Shishir Goel'
Darwin

Have you heard of Charles Darwin??

Yes, exactly, the man who first created The Origin of Species'.

Wait! You'll be surprised to know he posted its sequel to The Chief Editor, Srijan, NIT
Hamirpur. And to my astonishment it landed at the right place, who cares if it took
decades. So here are few excerpts of what is called as The Origin of Species - Reloaded.

Holidays are a necessity for every mortal. Everyone needs some time to relax, some time
just for oneself. But a long holiday always leads to monotonies, boredom and frustration.
Same is the case with engineering. Four years is indeed a very long time for anyone just
to relax and chillax. And excess of everything is bad. A large chunk of the NiTians belongs
to the specie of these bored and frustrated people.

You try communicating with them and in return you get a look as if you asked for their
kidneys. The situation worsens if the prey tries to divert their attention from their mode
of work which only they understand and no one else. Mostly the frustees are found in
their rooms, probably deciding India's future or finding someone to blame for their
inherent virtue. They possess a unique but a common dictionary within their group which
can even make Oxford shy. Besides monotony, the strongest reason for their frustration
is the global problem- "The Fearer Sex".

Advice is something one likes to give than to have and follow. There exists one such specie
in the NIT jungle which has fought its way from the verge of extinction from its very
infancy, but has always been labeled as the ‘endangered one. The title 'endangered’ owes
its existence to the feel other animals in the arena have about the taste of the ‘'mamus’
being served in the slaughter house. The guts ‘'mamus' possess is worth appreciating. The
endurance, patience and perseverance complimented with shamelessness makes them
eligible enough to poke their nose in every petty thing. Others are just the 'bhaktjons'
when the '‘pandits’ speak and the meeting has got no exit until it is over. It is the only class
in the college where sleeping is more than a crime. So what if they boast about
themselves with every single experience in the world being a part of their simple life, they
have proved themselves time and again with their advices bearing fruits. Just one humble
prayer Oh Lord!! May they not become the Jagat Mamus'.

When they left home, they were told to follow ‘brahamcharya vratt' till the degree is over.
But isn't it too much to be expected of an engineering student and that too n a co-
educational college!ll There exists specie within the jungle comprising of the most

EEAIAPN M Anyone who says exactly what you want to hear knowsiEm 7~ 1
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dangerous figures which tries to adhere to the vratt till date. The reasons behind their
'keep distance' policy are manifold and it may be fatal to unveil them here. Popularly know
as the ‘babas', they are found in the deepest of the deep localities of the boundaries.
Except for 75% attendance in the classes, it is against their pride even to visit the college
and get a glimpse of anything even close to be called as the member of the opposite sex.
But the '‘ammas’' possess an dltogether different view about them thinking showing off is
only a female's cup of tea. With 'babas’ reaching the areas of public interest (sometimes)
against their set principles, it is never less than a nightmare for the 'better halves' of the
future. Right from the day, they get the entry ticket to the jungle; they become eligible for
doing everything which others are allowed to do after 21years of worldly life. There has
been a remarkable increase in the size of the group with the grapes getting sourer day by
day. Unfortunately, 'babas' have the maximum Hlack sheep' and ‘chameleons' in their
gang. Afterall, they are known by the company they keep. Hope the real 'babas’ don't get
curtained by them.

Inclination towards the opposite is innate to every being, but there are only very few who
admit it. One such bold specie, much liked by the females only because of the importance
for themselves they exploit from them, flourishes in the lush green NITH. Labeled as the
normal ones by the feminine gender, CCs seem to give out a rotten smell to their
counterparts and more importantly to their competitors. This accounts for the main
reason they don't accept the reality. Found roaming outside the ‘mandir' named after
Shivji's wife suitably situated on the Mall Road in the evenings and attending most of the
classes, they possess the most flexible tongue which always flutters to know the deepest
truths of evolution. Abiding by their main motto "Better Avenues For Better
Relationships”, they continue their hunt for the suitable match throughout their life. There
also exists a support for the group which believes in being the part of the social life. These
‘tunnel-view thinkers' are always out of bucks because of their lavish habits to make some
minimum number of calls per day and few parties per month.

The creatures of the specie auspiciously called as the 'Maggus' play an important role in
maintaining the ecological balance. The worms are always found with their best friends,
the books, which keep on changing every semester. Easily accessible in the library
carelessly chewing and gulping the tiny creatures flourishing in their best friends,
‘'maggus’ are the sole worms which give a special feeling the feeling that the jungle has
got the status of an academic pasture of national level. The heights of dedication can be
judged from the fact that the ‘'maggus’ are found sleeping in their bills when the
Thingalala' goes on in the DAT. They are the cynosure of every forest inspector's eye.
Entire credit for the dismal faces at the end of every breeding season with scores of other
animals getting low goes to them. Their mere existence for other animals lies in their
haste to complete the assignments and practicals. Unfortunately, one of these 'maggus’
always gets The Best Animal Award' at the expiry of every term.

'Contentment' is their trademark. 'Satisfaction’ is their mission statement. 'Velle' is their
brand name. They 'storm the front' with their teams anywhere and everywhere they graze.
Counter Strike and Age of Empires is their staple diet. Gossiping within the group forms

AN T Any gift that can't be thrown away IS reslly SiaEm =T N
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their fast food. They are known for their concentration power. Nothing can deviate these
beasts from their work. But the primary degree objective of their stay in the jungle is
always under some trouble. They are always in the 'danger zone' which begins from the
entry gate to the convocation from the jungle. The veterinary doctors are highly benefitted
by them at the end of every season. The certificates these doctors issue against some sum
helps them to proceed through the season. It is all because of their appearance the area
looks like jungle. Having strong belief in life being a game and shortage of time, they pay
short visits to their homes only after the end of semester.

You might have heard about a rat boasting of himself and saying 'Hum red & white peene
waalon ki baat hi kuch aur hai.' Our jungle is also blessed with some rats of this kind. This
specie is always found in their favorite ditch known as 'GTM' in common language. The
ditch has registered an increase in the visitors with the opening of a new temple and
introduction of new feed. So very rightly called as ‘Gire Tou Mare', this place is an
inseparable part of the jungle.

With the Dhauladhar range of the jungle blessed with the new breeding ground, called The
MNescafe Counter in human language, species of seasonal birds is now being observed
perching. The birds travel in packs with other creatures of the same species all the way
from the premises of the ‘'mandir. The range is highly thankful to Nescafe along with
Ganeshiji to carry out the serious task of attracting birds. The deity has been visiting the
hills every year during the Ganesh Puja. A bird watching spot in the national park of ours is
under construction. Beware not to anger any, as the whole group might hate you.

One of the most popular (read infamous) species of all rounders, the title of which is still
in oblivion exists in the premises. They are easily accessible at all the places of public
interest. Mo less than a mama, no better than a CC, no more than a frustee, no worse
than a wvela, these monkeys are everywhere to render their services. One of the chief
examples of such creatures is the only student having his message printed among those
of the dignitaries at the beginning of the magazine. No doubt these animals are the idle
ideals for many others.

The species so brought to the surface above are encugh to describe all the animals in the
jungle. If, however, a negligible number is excluded, they themselves are held responsible
for this. They never proved themselves on one side of any specie.

Special thanks to Sir Darwin. It seems he was an engineer and completed his degree in
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MIT TO NIT
Dr Richard Matthew Stallman (or RMS, as he is popularly known as) was in NITH on

October 25™ to deliver a guest lecture on Free Software. The lecture was organized in the
college auditorium. Everyone was eager to see this chap after such a hype and buzz
created in the college. As it turned out, RMS was a template computer geek with long hair
and even longer beard! The prima-facie made him appear a cool laid back person but as
they say ‘the talent is always latent’, Appearances aside, the rapport of this ‘cool chap' was
huge. I was hoping he would live to i,

Finallv he started speaking. And how!!! The issue he was to broach upon in his 'short’
(was it?) speech was “Free Software™, As every other lecture the beginning was grand but
it appeared that RMS was bent upon winning more than a few supporters of his cause so
was using the figure of speech called ‘repetition” to make the point even more embossed.
He was speaking like Morpheus, And then, time froze! And for the lovers of jokes he had
lots on Bush and Microsoft. He explained some four freedoms which made free sofi
wares a necessity. He continued speaking on this topic, driving home (or rather trying to..) one way or the other.
But, many had drifted to a blissful sleep!! Later, he dressed up like a saint and the auditorium burst out in laughter.
The last leg of this “short lecture™ was the question-answer session where the students fired questions and he
answered. Sitting on the stairs, he very patiently listened and then answered them. After all this, there was the photo
shoot, where the students swarmed around RMS to get their photos clicked with him. (And later put it up on orkut
to brag!). It came to an end (thankfully for many!). All in all, it was fun and also a moment which goes down in the
history of this college as one of the most remarkable. By : Name withheld in personal interest!

e

SECOND GATE: ROCK ON......

When things aren't quite going one’s way, what's next? Put a rock band together and call it
SECOND GATE! From the man who has been leading from the front, Harshvardhan
Sharma (2002-06 Civil Engg.} decided that Second Gate would stand for a second
opportunity in life. This year saw the band go big in a way that made the Institote stand up
in pride. With Harshvardhan plaving lead guitar and vocals, Jetaban Kachan (JK) with the
Rhythm Guitar, Saurabhjyvot on the Bass Guitar and drummer Achint , the band struck the
right chords with their fan following whose numbers are growing the day.

While the main forte of the band has always been playing covers of heavy metal to classic
rock, their skipper would some day like to play Blues. The band influences trace down to
the Led Zeppelin and Pink Floyd as well as likes of Iron Maiden. As every budding rock
star dreams, Second Gate did move from playing covers to own compositions the most
famous being "Thin Air’ e lamha' and ve kva jogah hai’. Incidentally, the band was
originally to be named Thin Air!

The other members of the band are equally rock fanatics. Saurabh, who switched to Rock
from punjabi songs feels that bass guitar is not as easy as it is supposed to be and with the
hand adopting heavy metal and death metal genre, his role becomes cven more important.
JK 15 a cool customer and his sudden rifls both with guitar as well as his speech are more
than just popular. Achint believes in music, not necessarily heavy or soft and is pure concentration when he is
beating his wand on the dead skin.

With inclusion of a new vocalist Aditya Thakur aka Adi, the metal has reached the level of gothic and very very dark
death metal. Even JK has a companion in immensely talented Sid aka mumbaiya and the duo creates furore and
music simultancously. With guest performances from Peeyush Shandil. Rohitashwa and others, they cater to
everybody's tastes.

S0 the message is loud and clear.” Long live rock and long live the Second Gate”,

L SHLIAN - (16 Latent has a talent inside it. TV N







Take a ray. Rotate it on its
pivot so that it regains its
original position. One gefs an
angle. Some may say zero! But
we call it 360 degrees becavse
the word has the coverage,
experience and journey that

zero misses. In Srijan this ray is -

of thovghts. The thovghts when
pivoted to their origin ie our
brain and rotated, they
encompass everything... be it
realism, philosophy, youth eults,
information, fashion, weta-
physics, sports, persomalities,
polities or simply life. The 360
degrees can ot be thought and
imagined. They have to be
experienced, researched and
debated upon. So this section is
not intended to be composed of
original ideas. Rather it is an
amalgamation of data from
different resources with an
intention o provide the readers
a circumspeet delight.

o the fﬂfa%
"'-u‘b &*.'f"

= Symbology

In God's Own Life

> ¥ weeE @ R wdle

> Band Aid

Step-Uncle Sam

= Knocking On Heaven's Door

y Alien Skulls

A Journey On Wheels

Science Vs Religion

= Catch The MBAndwagon
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“The Muartians are coming...!!”™ “We come for
peace....”, said the Martian Ambassador. “We came
Jor peace”, saying this someone from the crowd
released the Dave, the Peace Symbol for people on
earth......Bur something goes seriously wrong.....the
Martian Ambassador finds the "Dove’ a symbol of
danger and kills it, further, ordering an  attack on
Earth...!!!

The above scene comes from the famous movie, The
Mars Attack’. Symbofs, which are material ohjects
whose shape or origin s related, by nature or
convention, to the thing they represent. For example,
The Scepter is a traditional symbaol of royal power, The
(Mive Branch represents peace, The Halo is a symbol of
sainthood in Chrstian imagery, The Tarfans are
symbols of Scottish clans, and the Cofowr Red 15 often
used as a svmbol for socialist movements, especially
Communism

Symbaols can also be analysed by parsing them into the
artifact and the metafact, An artifact 15 a humanly
constructed object that can be perceived by the senses. It
can be seen, heard, smelt, tasted, touched, or felt, In
contrast, a metafact is a human constructed object that
can only be held in the mind. A favorite song, the concept
of a nation or a cause, of the idea of economic value are
metafacts. When artifacts and metafacts combine, they
form a symbol. A woven piece of cloth is just an artifact
until it is invested with the metafact of a cause or a
nation, then it becomes a flag, and that flag is a symbol. A
stamped picce of metal is just an oddly shaped bit of
metal until the stamped image stands for a measure of

economic value, and then it becomes a coin. Some of the
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most common and important symbols are discussed
further.

oM

The symbol Om (also
called Pranava), is the

¢

maost sacred symbol in
Hinduism, The symbal
of Om consists of three

curves, one semicircle

and a dot. The lower
curve denotes the waking state, the upper curve denotes
deep sleep, and the right-side curve (which lies between
deep slecp and the waking state) signifies the dream state,
These three states of an mdividual's consciousness, and
therefore the entire physical phenomenon, is represented by
the three curves. The dot signilics the Absolute (fourth or
Tunya state of conscipusness), which illuminates the other
three states. The semicircle symbolizes Maya and separates
the dot from the other three curves. The semicircle 1s open on
the top, which means that the absolute 15 infinite and 15 not

affected by maya. Maya only affects the manifested
phenomenon. In this way the form of Om symbolizes the
infinite Brafmand and the entire Universe and the
world. Aum is made out of the three Gods Shiva, Ganesh
and Ciayatri. Found first in the Vedic scriptures, Om has
been seen as the first manifestation of the unmanifest
Brahman (the single Divine Ground of Hinduism) that
resulted in the phenomenal universe. Essentially, all the
cosmos stems from the vibration of the sound "Aum’ in
Hindu cosmology, Indeed, so sacred is it that it is
prefixed and suffixed to all Hindu incantations. It is
undoubtedly the representative symbol of Hindwism.

A day without sunshine is like.... nights Y £ T
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THE 5KULL AND CROSS BONES

If yvou have seen the famous

action movie "Pirates Of The
Caribbean', then vou would
like to know about something
the pirates really ‘love'...Yes,
you are right...it's the ‘Skulf
and Crossbones’. The "Skull

and Crosshones’ 15 a symbaol
consisting of a human skull and two bones crossed
fogether under the skull, Today, it is generally used as o
warning of danger (usually with regard to poisonous

kubstances), The symbol, or some variation thereof, was

Iso featured on the Jolly Roger, the traditional flag of
“uropean and American pirates.

ctual skulls and bones were long used to mark the
nirances to Spanish cemetenies {(campo sanfos), The
ractice, dating back many centunes, led to the symbaol
ventually becoming associated with the concept of
eath. In 1829, New York State required the labeling of
| containers of poisonous substances, The skull and
:rosshones symbol appears to have been used for that
urpose since then.

THE OLIVE BRANCH ,;l;..-"

white dove is generally a sign for peace. This comes
Tom the biblical reference, 'a dove was released by
oah after the Great Flood in order to find dry land'. The
ove came back carrying an olive branch in its beak,
elling Noah that the Great Flood had receded and there
as land once again for Man, This symbolized that God
as ending his "anger” with mankind. The appearance
f the rainbow at the end of the Flood story also
epresents peace, whereby God directs His "how” toward
imself, an ancient symbol of a cessation of hostilities.
I'he motif can also represent "hope for peace’ and cven a
ce offering from one man to another, as in the phrase
extend an olive branch’, Often, the dove is represented
s still in flight to remind the viewer of its role as
nessenger.
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[HE ND PEACE §YMBOL

This symbol was adopted as it
badge by the Campaign for Nuclea
Disarmament in Britain, an
ongmally, its use was confined t
supporters of that organization. |
was later generalised to become an icon of the 19

anti-war movement, and was also adopted by
counterculture of the time. It was designed an
completed February 21, 1958 by Gerald Holtom,

commercial designer and artist in Britain, He had beg
commissioned by the CND to design a symbaol for use a
an Easter march to Canterbury Cathedral in protest
against the Atomic Weapons Rescarch Establishment af
Aldermaston in England.

' a,

Semaphore "N Semaphore D"

The symbol itself is a combination of the semaphorig
signals for the letters "N’ and "D, standing for "Nucleay
Disarmament'. In semaphore the letter ™' is formed by
person holding two flags in an upside-down V", and the
letter 'D' is formed by holding one flag pointed straight
up and the other pointed straight down. These tw
signals imposed over each other form the shape of the
peace symbaol.

THE PENTAGRAM

A pemtagram
(sometimes known as
pentalpha or pentangle
i5 a five-pointed sta
drawn with five straight
strokes. Pentagrams werd

used symbolically i
ancient Greece an
Babylonia. Thd
Pentagram has magica

associations, and  many
people who practice pagan faiths wear them. Christians
once commonly used the pentagram to represent the five
wounds of Jesus, and it also has associations witha
'Freemasonry’,

On the other hand, you have di




The pentagram has long been associated with the planet
Venus, and the worship of the goddess Venus, or her
equivalent. It is also associated with the Roman Lucifer,
who was Venus as the Moming Star, the bringer of light
and knowledge. Pentagram image from Heinrich
Comnelius Agrippa's Libri tres de occulia philosophia
illustrating "The golden symmerry’ of the human body
(A lot about The golden symmetry is mentioned in The
Da Vinci Code).

The first uses of the pentagram are found in
Mesopotamian writings dating to about 3000 B.C, In the
Babylonian context, the edges of the pentagram were
probably orientations: forward, backward, lefi, right,
and "above'. These directions also had an astrological
meaning, representing the five planets Jupiter, Mercury,
Mars and Satum, and Venus as the 'Queen of Heaven'
(Ishtar} above, The Pentacle has another surprising link
with the planet Venus, The planet traces a perfect
pentacle across the sky in every four years and this has
become the symbol of perfection, beauty and love. This
15 why the Greeks organized their Olympiads once in
four years and their five intersecting circles represented
the spirit of harmony and inclusion corresponding to the
five pointed star, "The Pentacle’,

Tﬂﬁ 'CthlESﬁ RAGON

The dragon is typically depicted as
a large and powerful serpent or other
reptile, with magical or spiritual
| gqualities. Mythological creatures
possessing some or most of the
characteristics typically associated
with dragons are common
throughout the world's cultures. The
various figures now called dragons probably have no
single origin, but were spontaneously envisioned in
nearly every different culture around the world, based
loosely on the appearance of a snake and/or a large bird
of prey and possibly fossilized dinosaur and Tertiary
mammal megafauna remains,

Dragons are oflen held to have major spiritual
significance in various religions and cultures around the
world. In many Eastern and Native American cultures
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dragons were revered as representative ol the primal
forces ol nature and the universe, They are associated
with wisdom often said to be wiser than humans and
longevity. They are commonly said to possess some
form of supematural power, and are often associated
with wells, rain, and nvers, In some cultures, they are
said to be capable of human speech,

Dragons are very popular characters in fantasy
literature, role-playing games and video games today.
The term dragoon, for infantry that move around by
horse, vet still fight as foot soldiers, is derived from their
early fircarm, the "dragon”, a wide-bore musket that spat
flame when it fired, and was thus named for the mythical
beast.

In medieval symbaolism, dragons were often symbolic of
apostasy and treachery, but also of anger and envy, and
eventually symbolised greal calamity. Several heads
were symbolic of decadence and oppression, and also of’
heresy. They also served as symbaols for independence,
leadership and strength. Many dragons also represent
wisdom; slaying a dragon not only gave access to its
treasure hoard, but meant the hero had bested the most
cunning of all creatures. In some cultures, especially
Chinese, or around the Himalayas, dragons are
considered 1o represent good luck.

THE CHAOQOS STAR

The chaos star (called a ‘chaosphere’ by
some practitioners) is the most popular
symbol of chaos magic. "'Chaos
Magic' is a relatively new form of
ritual and empry-handed magic.
Practitioners use mind altering
technigues, they call 'gnosis’, including, but not limited
to, meditation, chanting, spinning, dancing, drug use,
pain or orgasm. Practitioners hold that they can shape
reality using this form of magic,

The term Chaos magic first appeared in print in the
widely influential Liber Null by Peter Carmroll, first

I just got lost in thought. It was
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published in 1978. In it, Carroll formulated several
concepts on magic that were radically different from

what was considered magical mysteries in the days of

Crowley. Magicians who align themselves with these
ideas call themselves Chaotes, Chaoists or sometimes
Chaosites.

Chaos magic is unigque among magical traditions in that
it does not attribute significance to any particular
symbol or deity. Wicce and Thelema, for example,
could not be what they are without the Mother goddess
and Herus, respectively. In contrast, chaos magicians
may (or may not) pick any concept or set of concepts to
worship, invoke or evoke. The eight-pointed chaos star
{or chaospherc), ongmally taken from the fantasy
novels of Micheel Moorcock 15 frequently used by
chaos magicians. Chaos magic has had name checks in
such places as DC Comics, Marvel Comics ( Sce: Scarlet
Witch), and Buffy the Vampire Slayer,

THE HEXAGRAM

complex star polygon. It is usually

symmetrical, formed from two

which the intersection is a regular hexagon. While
generally recognized as a symbaol of Jewish identity in
the recent times, it was and still is used also in other
historical, religious and cultural contexts, for example in
Islam, in the Eastern Religions as well as in Occultism.
In mathematics, the G, root system is in the form of a
hexagram.

The hexagram is a Mandala symbol called sarkoma
vantra or sadkona pantra tound on ancient South Indian
Hindu temples. It symbolizes the Nara-Narayana, or
perfect meditative state of balance achieved between
Man and God, and if maintained, results in ‘Moksha', or
'‘Wirvana' (release from the bounds of the earthly world
and its material trappings).

RAELISM

The pacifist International Raelian Movement (IRM)
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A hexagram is a six-pointed type ol

overlapping equilateral tnangles, of

uses a hexagram.
The root of this
symbal, according
to the founder of the
IRM, Racl, can be
attributed to its use
by genetic engineers
from extrasolar planets who are allegedly the same
entities referred to as Elohim. According to Rael, these
space travellers came to Earth and synthesized life from
non-living matter in seven laboratory bases which
contained the symbaol.

The Raclian symbaol.
hefore 1991 and afler

Some meanings which mvolve particular vanations of
this symbol are supported by the IRM, such as ‘swastika'
which means ‘well being’ and 'infinity in time' (Hindi
sees the swastika as a symbol for ‘eternal’ cycles). In
Raglism, the upper and lower triangles represent 'ax
above, so below', which refers to either the likeness
between the creators’ past and created's future or the
repeating fractal hierarchical structure in the universe.
The symbol mitially used by the Raclian movement was
the source of considerable controversy linked to a
proposal to build the Raclian embassy in Israel since it
resembled a hexagram with the image of a Swastika
embedded in its center,

Oecultism and Other Uses

The hexagram was and is used in practices of the occult
(where it is known as a sorcerer's star) as well as
Satanism. In these traditions the hexagram is inscribed
inside a circle with the points touching it. In alchemy, the
two triangles represent the reconciliation of the
opposites of fire and water. In some cultures, the triangle
pointing downwards represents female sexmality and
the triangle pointing upwards represents male sexsality,
the combination representing unity and harmony. This
use of the symbol was used as an important plot point in
The Da Vinci Code.

There are many symbols which we come across in our
day to day life and we do not realise their real meanings
and their origins, For example, the "horns' which
many af us make behind our friends’ heads while
posing for photographs......just try and find out what
they actually mean and we are sure you will be
outwitted !!

42.7 percent of all statistics are made up on the ¢




choice, an ardent devotee of Che Guevara, a
disciple of Fidel Castro, a star, the

one, God. And human. A sneak
peak into the story as told from the horse’s

maouth.]

Villa Fiorito is a poor neighborhood on the outskirts of
Buenos Anes, Argentina. In Fionto, summers are very
hot and winters can get really cold. Life here can be
described in one word- ‘struggle’. Ifthere is something to
cat, people eat; else they don't. An obscure
neighborhood sans essentials, its name sits on the
tongues of millions across the world, On October 30,
1960 a poor couple had their fifth child. His name was
Diego Armando Maradona.

THE EARLY YEARS

“Everything [ did, every step I took, was because of the
hall, If La Tota sent me on an errand [ would take with
me anything that resembled a ball: it could be an orange,
ar scerumpled up paper or cloths. And I would go up the
steps on to the bridge that crossed the raifway, hopping
an ane fool, the right one, and taking whatever it was on
the left, tac, tac, tac... That's how I walked ro school ax
well”

(The Beginning, Pg. 3)

At 9, Diego began his hilly ride in football at the
Argentinos Juniors with the Los Cebollitas (the little
onions). Barely outl growing his shorts off the field, little
Maradona and his band of merry men once went on a
record-winning spree of 136 games in a row in the local
tournament! In a game against another Buenos Aries
side Banfield, the Los won 7 goals to 1. Diego, playing
with 7 stitches in his hand wrapped in bandages, scored 5
out of the 7 goals,

THE RISEAND FALL
Playing through his teens with Argentinos Juniors,
Maradona's prowess with the ball went bevond the
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shores of Argentina and South America. In 1978, the
team for the World Cup was picked. Maradona was kept
out of the squad that went on to clinch the cup that year,
As it is oft said, some succeed by a desire to win and few
others are driven by nightmares. But when the fuel is
bronca, only the heavens can do anything to stop you
and your team from winning the Youth World Cup in
Japan. Beating the Russians by 3 goals to 1in the finals,
Maradona had led the team to win the tournament in
which he was adjudged the best player,

By 1981, Argentinos were fighting offers to keep
Maradona in their grips. Boca Juniors were near broke at
that time. River Plate, the archrivals of Boca, had the
money and tried luring in Maradona. The entire family
of Diego's had always supported Boca Juniors, For the
first time, and not the last, Diego signed up to play at the
Bombonera stadium with Boca. Across the Atlantic,
Barcelona FC in Spain was crying out loud in 1982 to
sign up Maradona. The crossing was made from the
Bombonera to the Nou Camp. But the honeymoon
period (or the lack of it) was soon over by ‘B4
Maradona's career was on the rocks, The 1982 World
Cup was best forgotten for Argentina. Jose Luiz Nunez,
the then President of Barcelona wasn't exactly Dicgo's
best pal,

THE COMEBACK

1984, Naples, Italy.

Napoli was fighting relegation in the Serie A. Cometh
the hour, cometh the man. The resurrection of the club
was in store as much as that of the man in the years 1o
follow. Two years from his arrival there, from the bottom
of the Seric A, Napoli rose like a phoenix to win the
scudetio in "6, the same year the Hand of God and the
Second Goal were crafted in Mexico.

“29 . fune 1986, Azteca Stadium, Mexico. That date and
that place are now imprinted on my mind, on my skin. {
remember the feel of the cup in my hands, [ was shaking
it, and I didn’t know what | was doing. Ilent it to goalie
Nevy Pumpido for a bit but I immediately asked for it

99 percent of lawyers give the rest a bad name: I 1T H
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back. I want to be sure it was trie- that the World Cup
hefonged to us, fo Argenting. ™
(The Glory, Pg.104)

Maples got evervthing that the Good Lord had permitted
the God to give them. 4 wyears laterwhen Fabio
Cannovaro was a ball boy there, the San Polo stadium in
Maples was set to host Italy and Argentina in the scmi-
finals of the 1990 World Cup. Newspapers ran
headlines-"Now, it's ltaly against Maradona™ and “*Dear
iego, sec you at home™. Just before kick off, the teams
lined up for the national anthems. For the first time, the
Argentinian national anthem was applauded from
beginning through till the end. In Maradona's heart, that
was half the match won, From the terraces at San Polo,
banners read “Diego in our hearts, Italy in our songs”™
and “Maradona, Naples love you, but ltaly is our
homeland”. A couple of hours later, Italy was out of
World Cup 1920 It was a Germany-Argentina final.

“How cowld ! not weep? I'd had the World Cup snatched
away from me. Robbed. And T was getting whistled,
whistled. What more did they want? Afierwards, in
Argenting, people wanted to celebrate: vou don't
cefebrate second place, figer ™

It was all over in Italv. Naples was done. In the following
years, Maradona playved for Spanish side Sevilla before
retumning to Argentina with Newell's 0ld Boys in 1993,

A SECONDLIFE
Two things happened in USA "94. Few can forget
Maradona charging at the camera screaming at the world

S HUJAN (B

after scoring a stunning goal against Greece. But THE
END' was just around the corner. A plump nurse stepped
on to the field while celebrations were on against
Migenia. She was to lead Maradona to his execution.
Ephedrine had pulled the curtains rather abruptly on a
career that'll be talked about 2000 vears hence.

It was Esteban Cichello Hulner's idea; an Argentinian
boy studying at the Oxford University to whom Diego
Maradona would be ever grateful to. The prestigious
university on Hubner's suggestion conferred the tittle
“Master Inspirer of Dreams™ 1o Mardona in November
of 1995, Later that decade, in 1999, he was voted the best
Argentinian Sportman of the 20° Century.

ATHIN LINE

Being Maradona means getting the cars vou want. When
in Italy playing for Napoli, he demanded for a version of
Mercedes that wasn't available in the Italian market.
Mercedes sent the car to Mardona's house with all the
bigwigs from the car company there to present the car to
him. It was the first ol its kind to be brought into Italy.
The keys were handed over and everybody around
watched as Maradona opened the door and stepped in to
the car. He sat in the driver's seat lapping up every ounce
of charm (that a Merc never fails to exude). His hands
felt the gear shift as everyone watched- “It's automatic™,
he said, “Yes, the latest one.”™ they replied. He got out of
the car, handed back the keys saying-"l dont like
automatic gears.”

For as long as El Diego shall remain, there will exist a
thin line between genius and madness, and Man and
God. Amen

Nathing is fool-proof to a talented fool. N N
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LANCE ARMSTRONG
FrouNMpDATION

(LIviSTRONG] gy

LANCE EDWARD ARMSTRONG has become a houschold name of late. The American grabbed his seventh
consecutive Tour de France title, the premier road cycling event in the vear 2005, But he shot into limelight not just
because of this feat but for having cycled through the clutches of cancer, which was an unparalieled achievement in
itself. At a stage when most confine themselves o bed, Lance, instead of following the herd decided to live his life and
has passion, and the rest is history

[
-—

Lance began his sporting carcer as a tri-athlete but as he reached teenage, he realized that cycling was the one field
where he could make a mark for himself. He featured in many mces, winming accolades, and finally 1ok up
professional cycling in 1992.1n 1995, he won the Tour D Pont, the most prestigious cycling event in U.S. In the
month of October 1996, he was dingnosed with stage three testicular cancer which spread to his lungs and brain. His
chances of survival were real slim, but he eventually recovered after having his right testicle and two brain lesions
removed. Thereafter, he made a strong statement of his comeback by registering fourth place in Vuelta o Expana.

The champion cyclist founded ' LIVESTRONG, the Lance Armstrong Foundation in 1997, a non-profit organization
located in Austin, Texas. The foundation inspires and empowers people with cancer. Following the success of
Livestrong, Armstrong and accessory brand NIKE launched the LIVESTRONG line of merchandise; one dollar from
the sale of each picee of such memorabilia goes 1o the foundation. And one of such unique merchandises is the
LIVESTRONG band which we have seen being sported by every respectable wnist around, including many celebs. We
all know they are for charity, we all know they are the rage. These bracelets have become a cultural phenomenon. The
band is engraved with the word LIVESTRONGa message of hope and benevolence encouraging and empowering
people not to give up and to fight with all they have got. After all, if one man can pedal his way over the finish line in
one of the most gruelling bicycle races not once but seven tmes, he must know a word or two about survival and
lenacity.

This band goes along well with almost any attire, from regular jeans and shirt to sports outfits. They are trendy and
cool, vet barely expensive. Only this time you are a rebel for a cause. More than a fashion statement, they make a
difference. These wrist buddies are made of silicones and show the wearers' suppont for a cause. We are talking about
the ultra slim rubber bands in vaned colours plastered to your wrist. The band for @ canse is here to stay. And here's
opening your eyes to the vanous wristhand colours that make you stand out, or rather stand up for a better world

Livestrong Band : veliow

This is the original band by the Lance Armstrong Foundation, made in collaboration with accessory brand NIKE. The
foundation came up with the idea of selling these cool and sporty bands to raise moncy for rescarch related 1o cancer,
and these have become an indispensable part of every wrist around. This yellow band set the trend and many a
different coloured bands soon followed 1o lend a helping hand for a cause. The colour yellow 15 especially sigmificant
to Lance as it is the colour of the jersey he has cycled to victory numerous times.

Live free-smoke free band : Orange
Puffs of nicotine: that's what the cause is all about. Smoking among teens has increased manifold in the recent years.
S0 1f you are someone who is sporting the orange band, you are encouraging others to quit smoking.

ERAIRFY T Borow money from a pessimist - they don't expect it bisck N TN




Hope band : Purple

It is a memorable band in honour of those people who lost their lives or
those of their loved ones 1o any kind of cancer. In support of Relay for a
Case, this band benefits anybody whose life has been touched by cancer, in one form or other.

tligs il angldes

Courage band : Red

Red stands for AIDS. So in support of AIDS rescarch, victims and people who have lost the battle, the Cournge band is
a symbol of hope. With all of us prone to HIV, AIDS awarencss and education among teens is a must. This band is
stamped with the red ribbon marker that is known worldwide as the symbol for battle agninst AIDS.

Antiracism band : Black and white crossover

Racism is still a major phenomenon to reckon with in the present times. It is a sad reality that in this so called
developed world, global racism is on the nse Show your dedication 10 racial equality and cultural tolerance by
wearing one of these unigque bands, It is actually two bands in one: a black one crossed over a white one.

Tsunami relief band : Aqua biue

The December 26, 2004 Tsunami which claimed innumerable lives, is the worst natural disaster of modern times
[Etched with the words, One World One Cause this band recognises the global family of which we are all a pant of.
Support tsunami relief and show your commitment to the humankind

Purple paws band : Purpie
This band is in support of animal sheliers and cruelty-free campaigns 115 sponsored by ‘Crafts N Scraps”, with all the
profits going o the Maxfund, a no-kill shelter house that helps injured and abused animals get a new start.

Children's cancer : Gold
This band is especially meant for raising awareness against cancer in children as well as raising money for the cause.

Mever Again band : Biack

The benefits from the sales of this band go in assisting the families of troops killed overseas, for collecting funds for
Melanoma victims, in support of anti- tobacco campaigns as well as in memory of Tiananmen Square protests of
1989

Poverty Awareness band : white
This is one of the carliest bands released by the foundation. The benefits from the sale of this band go to various

projects run for eradicating poverty especially from African countries. It also commemorates freedom of speech for
every citizen of the state. — | ——

Apart from these, there are many a bands in different shades which are for awareness against child abuse, diabetes,
Parkinson’s disease, brain injury, epilepsy, Lyme discase, drugs as well as campaigning for organisations like
UNICEF, UNESCO. WHO, the army and the like.

These bands are available anywhere, from auction sites (o grocery shops (o accessory stores. But of late, it is seen that
people are so desperate to get these bands as a fashion accessory, that they go for fake ones, which do not have
anything to do with raising money for cancer or any other cause. By buying these counterfeit accessories,we are
doing nothing but lining the pockets of those who make money in the name of charity. So always go for an original
LIVESTRONG band bearing the NIKE logo.

“LONGLIVE LIVESTRONG™

EEARPY M Quantum mechanics: The dreams stull is made ol "3
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What exactly does use of Amencan Diplomacy 1o help
create & balance of power in the world that favors
freedom mean? At first glance it seems like the US is
all gearing up to make the world a better place for
humanity. But for those of us who know better, it 1s the
wamning bell being sounded. Get ready world; the US
is all set for a new set of imperialistic
adventures. . .that's what it means if you read between
the lines. After all there are ample illustrations in
history to strengthen this point. Amencan public
diplomacy is about on¢ thing and one thing only,
Amencan national security. It's about defending and
protecting American interests in a so called dangerous
world. It is not about making the rest of the world
“better”, or winning popularity contests. The only thing
it focuses on 158 AMERICA. So much so that this
obsession has led it to perform atrocities.
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A glimpse into the past is one into the future for
American diplomacy. To this end, America's
negotiation with the Native Indians as an example
where, although disjointed hostilities existed,
diplomatic efforts on both sides often created an
avenue of peaceful co-existence. However, many of
these cfforts were negotiated by the United States
utilizing strong-arm  tactics, threats of immediate
retaliation, including that of war, and harsh methods of
coercion The tactics of negotiation, provided the
Native Americans with relatively meaningless
financial considerations but deprived them of their
innate right to the land they nghtfully hunted and
depended upon Conversely, the United States
received precious land to continue its expansion into
the western frontier

It has become the trademark of Amenca, to emasculate
the vulnerable and blindly strangle the life from a
culture

In fact, when it comes to moral issues, realism has
gotten a bum rap. As the events of the post-Cold War
era have reminded us, idealism-whether the left liberal
variant that emphasizes humanitanan mlerventionism
or the neo-conservative version that urges using
Amencan power to promole American values-provides
no escape from the moral pitfalls of statecraft IF
anything, it exacerbates them

Good intentions detached from prudential
considerations can casily lead o enormous mischief,
both practical and moral. In Somalia, efforts 1o feed the
starving culminated with besieged US forces gunning
down women and children. In Kosovo, protecting
ethnic Albanians meant collaborating with terronists
and bombing downtown Belgrade. In Irng, a high-
minded crusade to eradicate evil and spread freedom
everywhere has yielded torture and prisoner abuse,
thousands of noncombatant casualties, and something
akin 10 chaos. Given this do-gooder record of
achievement, realism just might deserve a second look

The only subsiitute for good manners is fast reflexes” N "3




DOLLAR DIPLOMACY TODAY

Although the phrasc is normally used o refer 10
Amernican practice, dollar diplomacy is not confined 10
the United States of America. Many other countries,
among them Great Brtan, Germany, Denmark also
base a part of their foreign policy on the influence of
aid and donor grants.,

Dollar diplomacy can also take the form of a denial of
direct economic US aid in order to influence a country
to change its policies, such as the Freedom Support Act
(1992), Section 907, which prohibits US government
assistance to the government of Axerbaijan until it lifis
the blockade against Armenia and Nagomo-Karabakh.
The act also established U.S. Civilian Research &
Development Foundation, an organization specifically
set up to carry oul dollar diplomacy.

Through its interest sections and embassies the United
States provides funding for nearly 5,000 NGOs
worldwide (2005). In this context, the results of dollar
diplomacy can take the form of grey propaganda or
even black propaganda as the use of third party NGOs
make it hard to determine the original source of the
funding for the lobbyving. In 2005, Russia reacted 1o
this trend by passing a law making it illegal for most of
these organizations to reccive foreign funds.

THE MIDDLE EAST SCENARIO

Apart from Ismael whose interests are served by the US,
no other regional players trust or rely on America.
Owver the last decade, it has become abundantly clear
that apart from oil and ‘Isracl's security’ the US has no
other interests in the region, All the talk of democracy
and ideals is just idle talk that has infused little hope in
some moderates, only to be deflated with subsequent
US action or, in most cases, inaction. For the US 10
regain some of its lost prestige and credibility in the
region, it must play ‘far’, something it is seen not lo do.
US policy is seen as always favoring lsrael and as
being unfair towards the Palestinians. As long as this
image persists, the US will continue on its long slide
into irrelevance in the Middle East, even as it sinks
deeper in the quagmire that is now Imag and
Afghanistan,

THE SPOILED CHILD OF AMERICAN
DIPLOMACY

For decades Pakistan has been the spoiled child of
American diplomacy. The Americans made the
mistake of thinking that “lslam is a bulwark against
Communism.” That was all they knew, and all they
needed to know. And besides, those Pakistani generals,
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scemingly straight forward in speech, were such
splendid fellows. It is impossible w0 comprehend how
deeply dyed by a culture of nonsense and lies, so that
even those who seem to be most full of rectitude are
offering up some version of their refusal to come clean
with the Infidels about Islam and what it inculcates,
and how it shapes the attitudes and pervades the
atmosphere. It is particularly grim and for decades has
received great amounts of American military aid.
There was money, training. and equipment, including
top-of-the-line planes. During the war in Afghanistan,
Pakistan was both the conduit for and recipient of a
great deal more aid, and helped to establish the view
that the Soviet Union was the sole problem, and nice
Mr. Bin Laden and his friends and family all pan of the
“solution.” And meanwhile, the Pakistani IS1 (a
wholly-owned subsidiary of those same rectitudinous
generals) was doing all kinds of things. It was funding,
and encouraging, and rewarding, Dr. A. Q. Khan, who
worked busily, stealing nuclear sccrets here, geming
equipment there, and has endangered the United States
maore than anyone else - including Bin Laden. And it
was allowing those madrassa students who
metastasized quite naturally into the murderous
Taliban

NOXIOUS HYPOCRISY

The idea that one has an unilateral right to attack, pre-
emptively, anyone who might at some future ime, be a
possible attacker is the standard the USA has created.
This is a recipe for hair ingger wars which is what the
UN was supposed to prevent. During the Cold War
stalemate, at various times, both huge empires in this
deadlock used proxy states to poke at each other but
whenever it came 1o direct conflict, one or the other
would back down. Today, thanks 1o Pax Americas, we
see everyone threatening everyone else. The rank
hypocrisy of the present sword rattling is particularly
noxious, Americans imagine that being hyper armed
with hair trigger nukes is perfectly fine and waving
their other weapons in fromt of other countries’ faces is
perfectly OK but no one else may do this. They
threatened China demanding they stop building up
their military. As usual, Israel can kidnap, assassinate,
lie, spy, cheat or openly steal and our rulers shrug it all
off. But then, when others do far less, suddenly the
rulers are furious and demand justice. Not that they
care about justice, it is only another tool to atack
yummy targets of their lusts and desires.

EAERFN M0 Forevery action there is an equal and opposite criticism I 1A
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China is increasingly angry about the Taiwan 1ssue as
well as the incessant reports aboul how evil China is
coming from the world's number one police state, the
USA. China issued the Human Rights Record of the
United States in 2005 in response to the Country
Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2005 issued by
the U.5. State Department. Released by the
Information (Mfice of China's State Council, the
Chinese report listed a multiude of cases 1o show the
serious violations of human rights both in and outside
the United States. "As in previous vears, the LS. Siate
Department pointed the finger at human nghis
situations in more than 190 countries and regions
(mcluding China) but kept silemt on the violations of
human rights in the United States,” says the document.
To help people realize the true features of this self-
styled “guardian of human nghts,” it is necessary 1o
probe into the human rights abuses in the United States
in 2005, it says.

THE BIG BULLY

Big Brother needs scared people afraid of war so he
can wage war in the pame of peace. Secking cternal
security, the police state has to control all people in all
places a1 all times. Shock and awe coupled with death

and destruction is supposed 1o produce happiness and
security the bully-boy way,

The classic method of producing security via
diplomacy has collapsed with Isracl and its ally state,
the USA. On behalf of the belligerent state in the
Middle East, the USA is reduced to snarling at l:lnle
former allics. Meanwhile, the other super

merging. China is preparing for World War-111 wlmh
scems inevitable at this point, judging from the way
the USA's dictator 15 reacting. They won't fight it over
lran, Iran is too far away, Russia is much closer and
Russia doesnt wanl to see Americans wrecking lran
while strengthening bases on their own perimeter. So
both Russia and China have many reasons to bar
American/Israeli attacks on Iran and Iran knows this.
For public consumption, Russia and China
rtualistically speak oul against nuclear proliferation
and of course, they both silently point to the recent
USA/India pact that cements nuclear technology
assistance 1o a violator of nuclear proliferation.

HARD CORE EXAMPLE OF
DIFLOMACY

Below is an excerpl from an article posted on the web
which proves as the best illustration of the double
standards set by the United States. Dollar Diplomacy:

LS. Embassy funds anti-independence propaganda
LS HLTHN LB

DOLLAR

In a paradox for a country founded on the right to self-
determination, the US. Embassy in Moldova is
distributing funds to groups who work against
Pridnestrovie’s independence. The position shared by a
vast majority of the population in Pridnestrovie is
drowned out, getting no funding and no fair hearing.

Moldova failed in its 1992 take-over attempt of
Pridnestrovie. But today, a new kind of war is going
on: A propaganda war, fought with foreign money.
Under the guise of promoting democracy, the
propaganda does exactly the opposite. It has one
single purpose to undermine the free will of the
population to choose their own future.

Uncover the financing of anti-independence slurs
against Pridnestrovie and you will uncover the
meddling hand of dollar diplomacy: The US.
Embassy in Chisinan fssues American government
grants which undermine the hard nation-building
work of Pridoestrovie's democratically elected
government,

For over a decade, LS, taxpayers’ money has been
fMowing to groups in Moldova whose main purpose
is to turn back the clock on the freedom that the
people of Pridnestrovie fought so hard for. The free
flow gushing of government funds is

More than one hundred different campaigns and
projects, one after another, have been on the
receiving end of a wide open cheque book.

CONCLUSION

This was just a trailer o the big picture. Dollar
Diplomacy and Wars are raging rampani
in the international scene. USA under the regime of its
latest dictator may be heading towards catastrophe. ..
not that we would mind but on the hind side this would
lead us into yet another World War. And that's exactly
what we don't want because if this war takes place then
with all the prevalent heavy handedness and nukes
srotnd, the prophecy will come true. Wonder what
World War III would be fought with but the fourth one
would definitely be with stones and bricks! This mad
struggle for dominance by the US could lead to the
complete wipe out of the human race and then another
ADAM and EVE might have to take control yvet again.
This was just the beginning.....if one tried probably
one would be able to trace out the US someway or the
other behind LTTE in Sri Lanka as well. Even the 911
attack on the Pentagon and the FIRST MAN ON THE
MOON have been shrouded with a clowd of
conspiracy. We may never know the truth but the fact
still remains.. THERE IS SOMETHING VERY
FISHY BEHIND THE EXISTENCE OF AMERICA
and its DIPLOMACY!

No one is Iistening until you make a mistake. NN T 0
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Welcome to the Hotel California. ..
Purple haze, cashed out, fMlying high, afterglow! Ever
heard of any of these terms? If they seem 1o be o

language unknown, then do not worry, you are a step
away from the third world where there is no time, no
sense, no will, no deception and ves, an elusive freedom
If this era if that of hedomsts, drugs surely top the list
Drugs are the shorest way to heaven, although generally
this heaven is short-lived and temporary but altercations
and repeated attempis can surcly take one to the
permanent abode above through a costly expressway. As
dopers usually put i-"the traffic here 15 too much, let's
get a hittle higher!™

Cannabis-on a Soul Searching Spree

The doping (as ECEians say it's putting impuritics at a
controlled rote) beging with the plant next door
(lterally) cannabis. Purple haze, Ganja, Charas, Hash!
The names are innumerable but the essence i1s preity
much the same. They all refer to the same psychoactive
drug cannabis. Cannabis is supposed to be in use before
recorded history. The plant is revered by disciples of lord
Shiva. This drug has a long history of religious use in
India and elsewhere in the world. Medically, it 1s used as
an appetite stimulant and pain reliever. It is also found 10
relieve nausea for chemotherapy patients. Cannabis is
smoked in variety of methods. The most popular ones
include “rolling a Joint™, wherehy it is rolled in a
cigaretic or rolling paper (ever heard of Rizllah?)
Another popular method is the “gravity bong™ which

consists of cone atop cul water bottle. The effects of

cannabis includes loss of co-ordination, effects on time

L S HLIAN LB

perception (read distoned sense of time ), impaiment of
short term memaory, stress reduction and euphona. Some
users also report a “heightened sense of awareness™,
especially w certain forms of music (read psychedelic
rock). Shockingly, according to a report by United
Kingdom Government; use of cannabis is less
dangerous than tobacco and alcohol in social harms,
physical harm and addiction

Cocaine...Cocaine. .

Cocaine (immortalized by 1] Cale, Enc Clapton and
Jacksie Brown. . .of course | am talking about the songs)
was initially thought to be a very harmless drug. Snll
immensely popular as a “party-drug”, cocaine is a potent
Central Nervous System (CNS) stimulant. The fad and
hype associated with cocaine faded by the tum of 20th
century when the highly addictive nature of cocaine
became clear and the problem of abuse and addiction
caught public attention. lis overdose may cause
hallucinations and paranosd delusions. The addicts
generally lose consciousness of local world and realize
thewr dreams as reality. Some even develop constant
unknown fears and keep an over-vigilant attitude

The Villainy of Heroin. ..

Heroin is another commonly known drug. Popular by
several names such as gear, diexel, smack, B, skag,
Bobby, back tar, horse, junk, jennv, brown, brown
sugar, dark, Dope and M. (yah! they are the favonite of
Bollyvwood smugglers). The drug has a high addiction
potential. Its overdose can cause instant death. Besides,
intravenous usage of herom and thereby needle shaning

I say 'no’ to drugs, but they don't istenu 0
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among addicts poses a grave nsk of contacting discases
like AIDS and Heparitis.

What is the first thing that comes to your mind with
LSD? Psychedelic, hallucinations or even Svd Barrett
{of Pink Floyd fame)! LSD is one of the most popular
psychedelics. The word psychedelic comes from two
Greek words Psyche meaning the mind, and delein
meaning to manifest (or delos meaning beautiful?),

A psychedelic drug may be defined as “a drug which,
without causing physical addiction, craving,
disturbances, delinum, disorientation or amnesia more
of less reliably produces thought, mood and perceptual
changes otherwise rarely expenenced in dreams,
contemplative and religious exaltation of flashes of
vivid involuntary memory and acute psychoses™. LSD
causes expansion and altered experience of senses,
emotions, memories, time and awarencss. Besides. it
produces visual effects like patterns and brilliant colors.
LSD is not considered addictive. The risk of
psychological dependence is relatively low. However, it
temporanly impairs the ability 0 make sensible
Judgments.

€asy Fuzziness

Other less popularly known{among non users) but very
commonly methods of getting “high” include
ubiguitous things like paint thinners, shoe polish, glue
Jink removers, cough syrups ete. The chemist shops are
the bounty box as they provide unlimited resources of
sedatives, tranguilizers, sleep inducers, painkillers and
many other vaneties known only 1o those who use. The
use of these things for intoxication is a serious threat
since it i1s virtually impossible to check their availability
and use. Many college students and even school going
students are commonly known to be using them to get
those precious moments of “ecstasy™ (ronically red
heart shaped, ecstasy is the most famous chemical drug
amongst fairer sex).

I Don't Like the Drugs. .. But the Drugs Like Me
Why do people get into drugs? Well there are a lot of
answers (o this question. In most of the cases, people use
drugs just to “check them out™. While a few get addicted
the others don't. For some it 15 just another way of having
fun, some feel that drugs fill the void lefit by insecuntics
and loneliness in their lives. Some do it because they do
not want to control their emotions. When high, the
person sheds all lis inhibitions and becomes evervthing
the world does not want him to be. For still many, drugs
are the easiest way to temporanly tum a blind eye to the
realities staring them in the face . The upshot of all this is

that there is no unanimous reason for drug use. tisall a
matter of individual perception. While the world scoms
the addicts and labels them as “wasted and useless™, the
stoned usually pay no heed at all 1o the world and
gradually drift 1o a place far, very far and away from the
shackles of the world. When they regain consciousness,
they again find themselves stuck in the same world and
to escape again gel high and the vicious circle continues.
To them, sobriety becomes a rarity and the world
gradually seems to fade away.

The reality however is seldom so simple. Most of the
addicts wake up with a rude shock. Some are lucky 1o get
away with little or no harm. Others, however, are not that
fortunate. People lose everything and don't even realize
what they have lost. When they do, it is too late. They
lose their jobs, their friends, family and their lives.
Rehabilitation can only bring them back into the world
but can't compel the society to accept them. In such a
situation, their condition becomes even more miserable.
They land up in a no man's land where they are as much
away from this world, as they are from the “other
world™. Only a few have the courage to stand up and
fight back. The majoritics however either reverts 1o the
world of drugs or simply lose it all.

Why is our gencration so besotted with drugs? Well if
you ask them, they give a hundred reasons for doing it
And in the end you are more or less in the same spol as
you were before the quest for the truth. While drugs are
still an anathema for many, some consider 1t excusable if
nol positively laudable. The question is where do we
draw the line? The line between use and abuse of drugs is
very thin, almost non-existent. It leaves the individual
up 1o his sense of judgment between right and the wrong,
the alacrity to accept the consequences if he does plunge
o the world of drugs and so on. To be or not 1o be, that
is the question. Well the answer lies within cach and
every ong ol us who wanis to give second thought 1o it IT
someone really wants to delve into this world and
explore it for himself, he eventually wall. It is just a
matter of time. For those of you wanting to give it a shot,
take your chances and see it for yourself and ask a simple
question from yoursell “is it worth™ See the pros and
cons and then decide. Permit the enjoyment of all good
things whenever there is no evil consequence o
outweigh the enjoyment. Can it be true for drugs? Well,
take your chances and decide. There gocs an age old
adage, often labeled hackneyed by many,“think you can
think you can’t, either ways you will be right.™ Life is
beautiful and you do not need drugs to make it beautiful.
To conclude in the words of Bertrand Russell
“Happiness that requires intoxication of no matter what
sort is a spurious and unsatisfving kind”. For those of
you still wondering, the choice is still yours,

EEEARPN M Never do card tcks for the group you play poksr i 0



Ui mam evolve from Apes? Or even Simaes forthat matter?

Do you ehere i the facttat 3 e foms gt fum 2 sngle
bctzr”

Increulous? s not t? Does not i sound far fetched for a bumble bactera
tu achieve 50 much?

foogle search Draubacks of Theary of Ratural froluton” and you wil get
alot of queshons that are to the day, snanswered

If this theory of evolution is so full of holes, then why do
we still accept it? Simply, because of the void. There is
no other credible story (ves, vou read it right story) that
can replace i. This is because we have been condioned
to believe what we are told since childhood. And it also
draws attention to our lack of knowledge about what
occurred in humanity's distant past.

The alternative theory:

. For long suppressed, this
theory has now found a
few takers. So let me
introduce vou 1o the
theory of evolution by
alien intervention. This
alternative theory, along
with related research into
the onigins of these skulls,
15 slowly beginning fo
challenge our scientific
beliefs regarding human evolution

Loom back a few centunies 1o the time of Egyvptians in
Adrica, the Mavans of central Africa. Now look at these
plctures.

The first picture is an ancient Egyvptian drawing showing
Egypt's King Akhenaton and his daughter. Did vou
notice something differemt” Take a close look at their
heads. Do vou get the drift of what's being said? They
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Alico Skulls

THEORY OF ALIEN INTERVENTION

ADITYA GANDOTRA |

THIRD YEAR

are elongated. The second
picture 15 a skull dating
back to the same
civilization. Try 1o
¢establish a cross-
connection. Bingo! They
are very familiar. So what
can we infer?

Now this i1s what a
renowned scholar Joel Mills has 1o say “extra terrestnials
had used humans as slaves 10 mine metal m Egypt
thousands of years ago. These giant skulls are proof that
the ancient pharaohs (they were not completely human
by the way) had clongated skulls hidden under their
crown head-dress™ and the fact that this theory is fact,
not fiction

The Uncanny Cranium:

Look at this set of pictures now, taken by Robert
Connoly in 1995, Let us see the technical details of this
humanoid skull found in Paracas region of Peru. The
frontal part of the skull seems to be of pre-Neanderthal
origin, but the lower jaw, though stronger than humans,
still has modern shape and characteristics. The Cranium
does not resemble any human type. The answer seems to
be that the skull belongs to a representative of an
unknown pre modern human or humanoid type

Or it is the result of inbreeding of human and an
unknown alien species. It seems feasible if you consider
the fact that Native Amencans still worship these
“heavenly™ skulls, particularly in the Narca desert. If
you happen to visit that place sometime, do visit their
backvards. Chances are 9 out of 10 that you will find
skulls of theiwr ancestors. You can find similar elongated
skulls in México im a museum in Menida, a city close 1o
the ruins of Palenque. The conguering Spaniards found
the natives deforming their heads to make them appear
more "god like” and the priests declared them devil
worshippers

Meanwhile mm Egypt. King Akhenaton was also
regarded as a heretic and all information about this king

A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking: I 10
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was obliterated until just recently. These lindings prove
that the rulers of these advanced societics shared the
common bond of huge skulls and brains that probably
provided them with superior imelligence. This
information has been shared by secret societies and
religious leaders for hundreds of years and up tull now
they had decided 1o keep these secrets for themselves,
All who first see the piciures feel...” They show proof of
beings from another world "

.

Let's see some more:

This is the second skull from the Cambridge Mustrated
Histery. The question arises: what could cause a skull to
be so severely enlarged? It is clearly not just
“deformed.”

If we were 1o place an image of a normal, "deformed”™
skull on top of this specimen, we would find that there is
no comparison in terms of cranial capacity. Again, we
might think that something other than “head/skull
binding" is in operation here,

The problem with the skull binding theory is that
although the skull 15 elongated as one would expect in
such skulls, but these skulls have greater volume than
bound skulls should have. Binding can change the shape
but not the overall volume
of a skull. Another problem
with this theory is that the
huge, heavy jaw is much
bigger than the jaws of
ancestors who practiced
skull binding.

The only feasible
explanation scems to be
that they are hybnd skulls - part human, and quite
possibly, part something clse. Are these skulls “alien™?
Well, under these circumstances, this statement does not
scem outrageous. Stll unconvinced? Then let us
consider the most anomalous skull of all time, the Star
Child.

The Star Child:

{Picture at the beginning of the article) According to Central
American legends, "Star People’ would sometimes visit

the earth and mate with certain women, who would
subsequently give birth to a hybnd child: a “Star Child',
This child was considered to be a gifi of the god and
nurtured and revered by the entire community. And
when the child reached a desired age, probably between
5-8 years, the Star People would come back and collect
it. Extensive tests have proved that this is a genuine
skull, and not a hoax. Further analysis has also yielded
some amazing results which suggest that that the skull is
very unigue indeed.

Again the first thing that stands out is the volume of the
skull. The average volume for & human skull is 1400
cubic centimeters (cc). In contrast, the volume of the
Star Chald's skull is 1600 cc, far greater than the average
for adult humans. If this Star Child had survived 1o
adulthood, its brain capacity would have grown to over
1800 ¢c - far beyond the expected human average.
Analysis of the skull has revealed that the bone is 50%%
thicker and stronger than a normal human skull, and that
it contains as vet unidentified microscopic fibers as well
as traces of aluminum, which is toxic to humans.

Possible explanation:

As pointed out before it is beyond doubt that these skulls
are hybnd. This can also be evidence of genetic
engincering. Evidence suggests that extraterrestrial
visitors may have deliberately cross-bred differemt
species of human‘aliens in an ongoing senes of
experiments to develop mankind, The idea that mankind
was created or genetically engineered, and that Homo
sapiens is simply the latest model in a long line of
genetic experiments conducted by exiraterrestnials
gains momentum every day. Anthropologists can not
explain the reason why these skulls exist, nor do they
support this theory,

All we know is that there are many unanswered
questions which contribute to the mystery of mankind's
ongims, Having looked at these skulls all we can say for
surc is that these skulls sit outside our established
theoretical paradigms. Science is renowned for
demanding evidence to substantiate claims, However,
when anomalous evidence presents itself, all too often,
science appears to be reluctant to fully mvestigate that
which might conceivably force ot to re-evaluate its
paradigms. Rather than following the evidence
regardless of where it leads, it seems that mainstream
scientists frequently opt for the ‘wall of silence’
approach, in hopes of preserving the status quo. In many
ways the truth is already here, indelibly recorded in
artifacts that we possess but don't yet fully understand.
Whether that truth will be suppressed or ignored
indefimitely, or will one day be revealed 1o the world,
remains to be seen.

EEEMEY M Tt first you don succeed, destroy all evidence thatyou eI 7
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AJOURNEY ON WHEELS

Driving down Janpath in the air-conditioned
compartment of my vehicle, | was stunned by a sudden
realization. This particular stretch of road in New Delha,
built during the British Raj, was meant for the public
which at that time was more of a poor pedestrian lot

Peeping out of the window, | was completely astomished
with the contrast that the present view bore 1o that of
maybe 75 years before. The number of cars, buses, auto-
rickshaws, motor-cycles and scooters clearly
outnumbered the walkers. In fact, there were hardly any
strollers to be seen on the scorching pedestrian paths. Al
that moment, | couldn’t help but ponder how man had
started his journey with the invention of the wheel and
reached so far

AQUICK DICTIHONARY CHECK...

The term "sumomobile” is denved from Greek "auto”
(self) and Latin "movére” (move), referming 1o the fact
that it “moves by itself.” Earlier terms for automobile
include motorwagen, and horseless carriage. Although
the term “car” is presumed to be derived through the
shortening of the term "carmiage”, the word has its origin
before 1300 AD. in English as, “carr”, denved from
similar words i French and earlier Latin words for a
viehicle that moves on wheels.

TOBEGIN WITH...

In 1806 Frangois [saac de Rivar, a Swiss, designed the
first internal combustion engine. He subsequently used
it to develop the world's first vehicle 1o run on such an
engine that used a mixture of hyvdrogen and oxvgen 1o
generale energy. The engine, however was an
unsuccessful venture.

Lenoir produced the first successful stationary internal
combustion engine in 1860, The next innovation
occurred in the late 1860s, with Siegfried Marcus, a
German who developed the idea of using gasoline as a
fuel in a two-stroke internal combustion engine

The four-stroke engine already had been documented
and a patent was applied for in 1862 by Beau de Rochas
Nikolaus Ono of Germany built the world's first four-
stroke engine although his patent was vouded.

EVER HEARD OF KARL BENZ???
L SHLIAN LB

DIVYA SHARMA
THIRD YEAR

The intermal-combustion-engine automobile really can
be said to have begun in Germany with Karl Benz in
1885, He made the first three-wheeled automobile
designed and built as such, rather than a converted
carmage, boat, or cart. Among other items Karl Benz
imvented for the avtomobile are the carburetor, the
accelerator, ignition using spark plug powered by a
battery, the clutch, the gear shift, and the radiator.

FURTHERALONG THE ASSEMBLY LINE
In 18B6, Gottlieh
Daimler finted a horse
carmage with his four-
stroke engine in
Stuttgart, Duning the
First World War, Benz

suggestied a co-
operative effort
between the

companies the two founded The companies united in
1926 under the name of Daimler-Benz with a
commitment (o remain together under that name until
the year 2000,

In 1892 Rudolf Diesel got a patent for a “New Rational
Combustion Engine”™ by modifving the Camot Process
And in 1897 he built the first Diesel Engine. The large-
scale, production-line manufactuning of affordable
automobiles was debuted by Ransom Eli Olds at his
Oldsmobile factory in 1902, This concept was then
greatly expanded by Henry Ford in the 1910s

THE ROAD
AHEAD...

Current rescarch and
development centered
on “hybrid" vehicles
that use both electnic
cells and an electric
molor, or
alternatively, a conventional combustion engine, are
widely mooted to replace fossil fuel powered cars in a
few decades, Electric motors are more efficient than
internal combustion engines and have a much greater

Do not drink and drive, you may spilit. N T
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power 1o weight ratio. The first hybrid vehicle
available for sale in the USA was the Honda Insight
which 15 still in production and achieves around 1.92
L/100km.

Cars are now equipped with a stunning armay of
software, from voice recognition and vehicle navigation
systems, vehicle tracking system like ESITrack 1o in-
vehicle distributed entertainment systems
(DVIVCiames), telematics systems such as GMs Onstar
and not 1o mention the control subsystems. Many cars
are equipped with full blown 32bit real-time memory
protected operating systems such as QNX.

FILLINGTHE TANK

Diesel-powered cars can run with little or no
modification on |00% pure biodiesel, a fuel that can be
made from vegetable oils but requires modifications il
vou drive in cold countrics. Biodiesel makes Diesel
engines capable of achieving an average of 6 L/100km
Many cars that currently use gasoline can run on ethanol
(85% concentration). All petrol fuelled cars can run on
LPG Theoretically, the lower energy content of alcohol
should lead to considerably reduced efficiency and
range as compared to gasoline. Of course, certain
measures are available to increase this efficiency, such
as different camshafi configurations, altering the
timing/spark outpul of the ignition, increasing

COmMPpression.

FASTENYOUR SEAT-BELT

Automobile accidents are almost as old as automobiles
themselves. Despite technological advances, there is
still significant loss of life from car accidents. About
40,000 people die every year in the U.S., with similar
figures in Europe. The death toll is expected to nearly
double worldwide by 2020. A much higher number of
accidents result in injury or permanent disability. The
highest accident figures are reported in China and India.
Systematic rescarch on crash safety started in 1958 m
Ford Motor Company. Since then, most research has
focused on absorbing external crash energy with
crushable pancls and reducing the motion of human
bodies in the passenger compartment. Modem engine
compartmenits are open at the bottom so that fuel vapors,
which are heavier than air, vent to the open air. With
hydraulic brakes, the falures are rare and less fatal.

READY.SETAND GO

Auto racing began almost immediately afier the
construction of the first successful petrol-fuelled autos.
That first race now is called Paris to Rowen [894. A year
later the first real mce was staged in France, from Paris

to Bordeaux. An international competition began with
the Gordon Bennett Cup in auto racing.

Single Scater Racing
Single-seater
{open-wheel)
macing is  the
most well-
known form
of motorsport,
with cars
designed for
very high
speeds. The
cars have serofoil wings, front and rear, to produce
downforce and enhance adhesion to the track. The best
known form of single scater racing, Formula One,
abbreviated 1o F1 is recognized as the highest class of
suto racing in the world. The sport is regulated by the
Fédération Internationale de I'Automobile
{Imemnational Automobile Federation more commaonly
abbreviated as FIA), with its headquarters in Pans. The
“formula® in the name is a set of rules which all tcams
must meel. The Fl season consists of a series of mces,
known as Grand Prix. The results of cach mce are
combined to determine two annual World
Championships, one for drivers and one for
constructors. The cars race at speeds often greater than
300 km'h. The cars must meet a number of restrictions
and specifications. From 2006 engines have been
restricted to normally-aspirated VE8s with a capacity of
2.4 litres (providing 800 bhp at 20,000 rpm). The
maximum power achieved in the history of the series
was around | 200 bhp, duning the 19805 turbo cra.
Europe 15 Formula One's traditional centre and remains
its leading market. However, Grands Prix have been
held all over the world, and with new races in Bahrain,
China, Malaysia and Turkey, its scope continues 1o
expand. As the world's most expensive sport, its
cconomic effect is significant. Iis high profile and
popularity makes it an obvious merchandising
environment, which leads to very high investments from
sponsors, translating into extremely high budgets for the
constructorn teams.

Rallyving, or rally mcing, involves highly modified cars
on (closed ) public roads or off-road areas run on a point-
to-point formatl where participants and their co-drivers
“rally” 1o a set of points, leaving in regular intervals
from start points, A rally is typically conducted over a
number of stages of any terrain, which entrants are ofien
allowed to scout beforchand. The top series is the World
Rally Championship (WRC) and many countrics have
their own national i ips. Some famous rallics
include the Monte Carlo Rally and Rally Argentina.
Another famous event (best described as a "rally rmd™ ) is

ERTARP NI When evenyttung is coming your way, you're in the wrong lsne I "7 1



the Paris-Dakar Rally.

[Drag Racing

In drag racing, the objective is o cover the specified
distance n shortest fime. Attaining a top speed of 330
miph {530 km/h), a top fuel dragster will accelerate at 4.5
g (44 m's’), and when braking and parachutes are
deploved, the driver expenences deceleration of 4 g (39
m/s’), more than space shuttle occupants, A single top
fuel car can be heard over eight miles away and can
generate a reading of 1.5 -2 on the Richter scale.

Sports Car Racing
In sports car racing,
production  versions
of sports cars and
purpose-built
prototype cars
compete with each
other on closed
circuits. The races are
usually conducted
over long distances,
at least 1000 km, and
cars are driven by teams of two or three drivers (and
sometimes more ), switching every now and then. In the
L'S the Amencan Le Mans Senes was organized in 1999,
featuring GT, GTS, and two prototype classes, LMPI
{Le Mans Prototype 1) and LMP2. Manufacturers such
as Audi and Acura/Honda field or suppon entries in the
Profotype class. Another senes based on Le Mans began
in 2004, the Le Mans Endurance Series, which included
four 1000 km rmces at tracks in Europe

Kart Racing

Although often seen as the entry point for serious racers
into the sport, kart mcing, or karting, can be an economic
way for amateurs to try racing and is also a fully fledged
international sport in its own right. As one of the
cheapest ways o go mcing, karting is secing its
populanty grow worldwide. Go-karts, or just "karts" -
scem very distant from normal road cars, with
diminutive frames and wheels, but a small engine
combined with very light weight make for a quick
machine. The tracks are also on a much smaller scale,

making kart racing more accessible o the average
enthusiast

figywmidc angles

From the Flintstone's foor-paddied wagon to the Streer
Hawk in the world of fiction, and from the carts fo the
Mercedes E-Class in the real world, we do seem to have
come @ very long way. But, the road doesn't end here
With the speed at which the awromobile industry i
progressing, there hardly seems amy stopping. Race
on!!!

Bugatti Veyron is billed as the world's fastest, most
expensive and most exclusive factory-built car. The
Veyron is a short, curvy two-seater with massive power.,
Its 1,001 horsepower engine has four turbochargers. The
car's features sound like those on a jet: diffuser Mlaps, air-
intake scoops, a tail wing that acts like an airbrake and
1.7 miles of cable to power onboard electronics. It costs
more than §1.2 million, travels over 230 mph, and hits 62
mph in 2.5 seconds. The seven-gear, all-wheel-drive,
Veyron is so fast that its designers customized three
different suspension modes: a mode for "standard”
driving below 136 mph; a "handling” mode engaged
when the front diffuser flaps open, the body drops closer
o the ground and the tail wing and spoilers are
"deployed”; and a third "top speed” mode, used for
speeds above 233 mph, that has to be manually activated
with a separate key.

CARSTARS OF MOVIES

Q Baiman, "...Return’, "...Forever', '...& Robin": The famous Batmobile was a ‘Barris Kustoms' custom car:
The 1989/1992 versions are built on 1974 Chevrolet Impala chassis,

Speed: 1960 59 GMC Coack”

ooooo

Terminator 1, Judgment Day: Freightliner Weecker
Twister: 1983 Jeep J-10 Honcho and 1995 Dodge Ram

Ghostbusters, Ghosthusters 11: 1959 Cadillac Ambulance.
Gone in 80 Seconds: 197 Ford Mustang and a whole load of other unfortunate ‘targets”

AR M0 Experience is something you don't get until just after youneseitIIN 3
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SCENCE W religion

THE ORIGIN OF THE CONFLICT

VIVEK SHAH
THIRD YEAR

“Religion is uscless”. “No, its not”. Okay, honestly
speaking such conversations can be easily related 1o
because we hear them all the ime. The wrony of these
sttuations is that both the sides are remotely unaware of
the actual facts and reiterate that religion and science
have always been at loggerheads and will always be so,
So let us embark upon an expedition through history in
an ¢ffort 1o trace this ageless conflict. Who knows what
we may find”"? After all these listoncal expeditions
have a reputation of springing surprises...

Now the big question that anses is how did this conflict
start and why this obsession of this conflict only with
Chnistianity and not other religions™ 7

The answer 1o this question is not far to seek. A basic
reason can be attributed to the fact that other religions
which had an equivalemt prolonged history, like
Hinduism and Buddhism didn't enjoy a prolonged
patronage from a particular empire. They also lacked a
political motive and a political assembly of its own
supporters. Moreover Chnistianity was spread around
the world by aggressive mass contact drives first
undertaken by the Disciples of Christ and then the later
missionaries of the church even in the face of their own
persecution. During the breeding phase of Christianity
the stumbling block it faced in its path was paganism and
this is where the bantle of science and religion
COMMENCEs.

Paganism and Religion

Paganism is basically Nature worship. It is the worship
of all those natural forms which according 1o the pagan
beliefs subsists life on earth so it is basically worship of
life. Now, hereon when religion is mentioned in light of
its conflict with science religion will imply the church
for reasons explained. Now an obvious question is how
does paganism replace science in the fight aganst
religion™?

The answer to this question can be fabricated on the
basis of what we would call science in those davs.
Scientists in those days mostly comprised of alchemists,

BRI Asingle death is a tragedy; a million deaths is & statistic NN T 0

astronomers and mathematicians. All these three
doctrines took inspiration from nature and sought to find
a harmony in its working so naturally they ratified
appropriatencss of paganism logically and scientifically
S0 it is sort of obvious that at that time when science
didn't have a clear demarcation of itself, its fight was
fought by paganism against the church.

The Conflict Commences

At the epoch of the transition of Rome from the
republican to the impenial form of government, the faith
and beliefs of the conquered republics reached the gates
of Rome. With disdainful toleration, she permitted the
worship of them all. Already, through geographical
discoveries and philosophical cnticism, faith in the
religion of the old days had been profoundly shaken. The
kings of all the congquered provinces had vamished; in
their stead one emperor had come. The gods had also
disappeared. 5o the situation afforded a fortuitous
scenanio for the spread of Chnstianity.

The next phase in this saga 1s upheld by the ascension of
the first Christian emperor, Constanting to the Roman
throne in 312 AD amidst political turmoil. He also took
office as Supreme Pontiff. He gave the bishop of Rome
impenal property where a new cathedral, the Lateran
Basilica, would rise, and he provided for the building of
other Christian churches across his part of the empire.
Constantine granted the Christian clergy special
privileges: he allowed people 1o will their property to the
Church. He exempted the clergy from taxation, from
military service and forced labor thus adding 1o the
popularity of Christianity. He still held the office of
Pontifex Maximus, and as Pontifex Maximus he was
still the leader of the empire’s pagans, but he refused 10
take part in the cityv's pagan ntuals. Rome's pagan
majority was offended and an indication of the conflict
was all but subtle,

Wishing that his pagan subjects would give up their
religious rites, Constantine kept the pagans fearful and
cowed as he confiscated from their priests much of the
wealth the pagan religions had accumulated, including
their sacred icons. This brought much wealth in the
form of precious metal, which he gave to the




Church. This also added upon the conflict as the pagans
suspected the church behind these moves, Even in this
supposed conflict a pristine inter-acceptability of the
ways of Chnstanity and Paganism can be usurped.
Pagan habits were modified 1o fit Christianity. Some
evangelists, Gregory the Wonder worker among them,
facilitated conversions by encouraging Chnistians to
have the feasts of their old gods celebrated as feasts of
Christian martyrs. In the western half of the empire, the
popular pagan feast day celebrated as the birthday ol Sol
Invictus and the winter solstice, December 25th, began
being celebrated as the day of birth of Jesus Chnst.
Chnstians in the castern half of the empire disagreed
with this and chose instead January 6ih - the day of
another greal pagan festival - as the day of Jesus’ birth, a
difference that exists even in teday's world.

The Conflict Continues

The next stage of the saga began when Theodosius
gained the throne of Rome. Theodosius was a staunch
Christian. He banned the Olympic Games, prohibited
visits 1o pagan temples and forbade all pagan worship,
Ordinary Chnistians were delighted at this move, and
mobs of Christians joined the anti-pagan program by
robbing pagan temples and looting temple libraries,
causing the disappearance of many writings. In the
repression some of the most splendid builldings of
Grecian architecture- were destroved.  Pagans in the
east tried to defend their freedom 10 worship, and in the
west some rallied in an attempt to overthrow Valentinian
I{a supporter of Theodosius). Valentinian [I was
assassinated. A military commander i the west, being a
Cierman and not eligible to be emperor, created an anti-
Chiristian puppet named Eugenius, who announced that
the hour of deliverance from Christianity was at hand.

In response, Theodosius cracked down harder on pagans
in the eastern half. He made pagan worship punishable
by death. In 394, he led an army of Visigoth cavalry and
others against the reign of Eugenius, defeating
Eugenius’, a victory the Church later interpreted as the
work of God triumphing over paganism and almost
wiped oul paganism. With his victory, Theodosius
moved against paganism in the western half of the
empire, wiping oul freedom to worship across the whole
of the empire, It was widely interpreted that the move
was orchestrated at the behest of Bishop Ambrose. The
church also embarked upon a smear campaign and
defiled the various pagan symbaols like Vienus' pentacle
and Poseidon's trident which were deemed satamic,

During this phase, The Catholic Inguisition published
Malleus Maleficarum- or The Witches' Hammer which
advocated to the world the so called “the dangers of
liberal women™ and instructed the clergy how to find,
torture and execute them. Those deemed “wilches™ by
the church included mostly female scholars, priestesses,
gypsics, mystics, nature lovers, herb gatherers or

pagans, Midwives were also killed for their heretical
practice for using medical knowledge 1o ease the pain of
childbirth- a suffering the church claimed was God's
rightful punishment for Eve's partaking of the Apple of
Knowledge. During 300 years of witch hunts the church
burnt alive five million women. Since most of these
women could be called the so called advocates of
science this battle gathered amazing speed duning this
time. The next phase in this conflict was shared by the
rapid growth of science from the 10”10 the 1 7* centuries
and the place of paganism was taken up by science as we
understand it today

Religion and Modern Sdmcu
The modem conflict can find its
roof in the controversy that
brewed uwp upon Galileo's
confirmation of the heliocentric
nature of the solar svsiem
confirming the prediction of
Copemnicus which was opposed
to the geocentric nature as
ratified by the church. Galileo
was subjected 1o much slander
and ndicule because the Church
advocated that God who has
created humans and the world
would not do anything to
jeopardize man's central role in his creation. Even
Johannes Kepler who formulated the concept of
elliptical orbits on which the Earth revolves around the
Sun faced serious cricisms as the Church deemed the
symmetry of a circle to be God's perfection and the fact
that an elliptical orbit is the course of Earth's revolution
was also imperfect 1o them.

Another controversial topic which added fuel to this fire
was Darwin's theory of evolution. The theory, which has
long been accepted by scientists, says that all life on
carth came from a common ancestor, and that random
mutations over gencrations eventually gave rise to all
creatures, from insects 1o people. Intelligemt design,
advocated and vehemently supported by the church on
the other hand, posits a “designer” who must be
responsible because it claims the basic molecular
structure of life is too intricate to have evolved by
chance. Under many interpretations, that designer is
God. So there is a direct conflict between these two
hypotheses which accounted for much persecution and
bloodshed duning the | 9th century under this ground. An
interesting item along this line is that Isasc Newion had a
small deficiency between his calculations of the motions
of planets and the actual observations, so he invoked the
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hand of God. But a century later the great mathematician
Laplace made better calculations with Newton's own
equations and showed that there was no such deficiency.
This goes to show how science and religion can be ina
position to complement cach other,

To pretend that one's latest rescarch has major
imphications for religious belief can be one way of
giving it an upgrade, as when the scientific guru of
France's Third Republic, Marcellin Berthelot, claimed
that his artificial synthesis of organic compounds
removed all mystery from living organisms, On the
other hand, religious apologists have themselves often
wanted 1o show that they are abreast with the latest
science. An carly populanzer of Newton, Richard
Bentley, argued that because the invisible gravitational
force acted between the centers of spherical bodies, it
was a non-mechanical agent and therefore an instance of
divine activity in the world. Thus a clear and concise
effort was made by both the warring factions to encroach
upon each others domains and to justify their
encroachments. The conflict entered into a new domain
with the nise of illuminati.

Rise Of The llluminati

llluminat have recently been in much news owing 1o the
Dan Brown novel "Angels and Demons' and the rise of
this movement can be attributed wholly 1w the
persecution of the great [talian scientist Galileo Galilei.
In the 1500s a group of scientists compnsing of
physicists, astronomers and mathematicians expressed
concerns about the church’s inaccurate teachings and
they called themselves 'the enlightened ones’ or the
illuminatus. The [luminati used to meet ot an ultra-
secretive lair called ‘the church of illumination' and they
were led by none other than Galileo himself, Galileo was
pacifist. He wanted to unite the teachings of the church
and the scientific findings into a common harmony
sayving that both science and religion were the same
story- a story of symmetry, balance and truth. But the
church was against the idea of unification as it
considered itself the sole vessel through which man
could understand God. So Galileo was tned as a heretic,
put under house arrest and eventually persecuted.

In the afiermath of Galileo's arrest the Hluminati were
thrown into turmoil and commitied mistakes due 1o
which the idenuty of 4 illuminati scientisls were
compromised who were tortured by the church and then
they were branded alive with the symbol of the cross.
This is known as la purga. Then their dead bodies were
hung in the street of Rome as a waming. As a result the
Hluminati went underground and mixed with other
refugee groups and in its place rose a new radical
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IMuminati which can find its root in a new [Hluminat
mavement as described next.

On May 1. 1776, in Bavana, Dr. Adam Weishaupt, a
professor of Canon Law at Ingolstadt University and a
former Jesuit, formed a secret society called the Order of
the Mluminati within the existing Masomc lodges of
Germany. Since Masonry is itsell a secret society, the
Illuminati was a secret socicty within a secrel society.
The lluminat were suppressed by the government for
allegedly plotting to overthrow all the kings in Europe
and the Pope to boot. The lHluminati society greatly
mfiltrated the masons and also amassed in its ranks the
original Hlluminati who were seething under the church's
oppression and were demanding a violent reaction. Any
incident in the church's malfunctioning has always been
attributed to the INuminat though evidences have been
rare and the [lluminati are a subject of much speculation
even today.

Most  academic histonans, while rejecting outright
conflict, would refuse to be drawn on whether or not the
contribution of religion to science was broadly positive
or negative citing the enormous amount of data that
would have to be assimilated to give a sensible answer
Most are happy 1o say that the relationship has been
positive in some ways and negative in others with an
overall effect that is probably too subtle (o be measured.
While 1 respect that cautious view, | believe it is wrong
and that a very strong case can be made for the Christian
religion 1o be a specific factor in the rise of modem
science in Western Europe. They always point at the
ultimate goal of humankind- the quest to know the
unknown. Due to political aspirations some atrocifics
have been commutied by both the wamng factions but
this cannot be a clear indicator of their eternal struggle.
In modern times the intermarmiage of science and
religion and thewr acceptance i1s obvious and a necessity.
Let us chensh their diversity and independence and not
arrogantly reduce such convictions to the implications
of science. After all whatever we do we cannot back
away from the truth. Can we?

Tintend 1o live forever, or die trying N T 0
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INTRODUCTION

I remember my granny lelling me to care for the nsing
sun, for this would become the cause behind my nise
Today, | see many of my friends adhering to my
Grandma's advice, when | find them prepanng o get a
B-school education. Management studies have been
acknowledged as the ideal grounding for an ambitious
carcer in the business world. This provides an
opportunity for students from vanied backgrounds 1o
position themselves as top honchos of thewr dream
companies. An MBA degree eamed from a quality B-
school can help one become an accomplished manager,
and getting admission into a B-school of choice requires
a combination of determination, vision, quick thinking
and slight blessings of the Lady luck.

MBA: ITISADESTINATION

Believe it or nol, MBA is not a destination. Getting into a
B-school gets you a seat reserved in the bus going the
indusiry way. And once taken a plunge into the deep
waters of the vast corporate world, it's only the
administration acumen one can bank upon, But if not
this, then what is the destination? Theoretically, there
exists no such destination for managers. But practically
managers have risen to the positions of companies and
some have turned entreprencurs, translating an idea into
an MNC.

HERE COMES THE CAT

CAT has the reputation of being one of the toughest
exams the world over. Qualifying CAT opens the gate to
the six [IM's of the country. Apart from [IM's some other
premier institutes using the CAT scores are 5P Jain
{Mumbai), MDI {Gurgaon), NITIE (Mumbai), MICA
{Ahmedabad), IMI (Delhi), and a few others. Crossing
the CAT hurdle is no mean fieat. It tests the students in
disciplines such as Mathematics and English and across
areas such as problem solving, data interpretation, data
sufficiency, logical reasoning, verbal ability, verbal
reasoning, and reading comprehension. CAT  has
become infamous against students used to role up the
pattermised CAT question sets, as the CAT is now known
for changing its stripes every year.
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SECOND YEAR

During the last four vears, the pattern of the paper has
been changing every time. This consistent inconsistency
has made CAT an even harder nut to crack. However
CAT is not about testing of cracking complex problems
in mathematics. CAT is definitely not about testing
whether vour English is roval, or the statistical
knowledge, it is a simple well balanced test of the ability
to handle Mathematics and English. In addition to this, it
tests skills such as time management, strategy
formulation, prioritization, stress management, and
decision making. All this requires only sound higher
secondary grooming. Though the CAT pattern changes
frequently, however, the basic format of the question
paper remains the same. It comprises of three sections -
Mathematics (Quantitative Aptitude), English and Data
interpretation. Most of the institutes do have sectional
cutoffs except a few lower ranked institutes. Though the
CAT scores are not taken into consideration during GD
(Group Discussion) and mmterview sessions but
cumulative scores are taken for the final call.

Although a Business School advertises countless
reasons to attract the best talenis (o its campus, it is the
placement trend which determines the way the students
would head for. [IMs, for example, had a whole lot of
MNCs wvisiting their campus. This forced the Indian
based companies 10 settle with the second mung
institutes. This year, a student at the Indian School of
Business (158), Hyderabad topped the charts with an all
time high offer of § 233,000 per annum. However Indian
companies could not stretch beyond Rs. 30 lakh per
annum, nearly a fifth of the overseas package. This
though discouraging, is a positive signal, for it brings to
the fore two issucs, firstly, MNCs which carlier were
reluctant o0 employ the MBA grads from [Indian
Universities are now determined 1o have them at their
helm of affairs. Secondly, to satisfy the domestic need,
the younger B schools will have to grow in every
respect; in the screening process, faculty, or the
curmnculum. This will ensure flow of competent
managers 1o the corporate cormidors
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We have already seen the meteoric rise of institutes such
as IIFT (Delhi), FMS (Delhi), SIBM (Pune), NITIE
(Mumbai), MDI (Gurgaon), JBIMS (Mumbai), TISS
{Mumbai), XLRI { Jamshedpur) and others.

PEEPINGTHROUGH THE IIM GATE

The post graduate programme in management offered
by the [IM's aims at equipping one (o become a reasoned
manager. To cater 1o the widely ranging indusiry
requirements, it offers specialized courses 1o the
students. These arc:-

Marketing :- I involves understanding customer needs
and meeting them profitably. One might like marketing
if he is cunous about people, interested in analyzing
data, traveling, meeting people and building consensus.
In broader sense it is getting people and business
together.

Fingnee == It is concerned with the efficient use of an

important component of business- money. One works on
designing

industry which ushers in profits and provides
satisfaction at both employee and customer levels.

Operations :- 11 is for those who are fond of processes
and i1s important in manufactuning as well as in service
delivery. It also involves areas such as guality control
and optimization .

PREPARINGTOBELLTHE CAT

When it comes to preparing for the entrance fest,
confusion reins in the mind. What books to read, which
coaching institute is the best, how many mock tests
should one appear in and how much time should one
devole?

One way out of this puzzle is 1o seek as much
information as one can from peers, teachers, guides, and
thase who have already cracked the cat code. The other
way is what the smarter people choose — join a quality
coaching institute. They will take care of all the doubts
and confusions

Gurujodh Pal, a student from the CSE department of
NIT Hamirpur made his alma meter feel proud upon

: — e qualifying for
rnn-_uclal Institute Qualitying "‘du_ u_' what every one
;":.:‘;::? “I': (R Lakhs) | (inkermabional) | colls the “Mecca
axi fM
returns to jiM Ahmedabad }CAT 250 85 $62.000 ;tudm
investors. It | IIM, Calculta CAT 250 9.81 $103.000 Ahmedabad .
deals with the | JjM, Bangalore CAT 230 Cracking CAT,
knowledge of [ yag, inore CAT 230 | 850 | $55000 | Pal described i
. lIM, Lucknow | CAT 300 | 874 | 78039 | ' onc of hs
the bulls market. seminars,
All the major Mw HT requires
acquisitions and | |SB, Hyderabad | GMAT, TOEFL 11.77 $120.700 | something more
ure planned and | XLRL Jamshedpur | XAT 185 | 835 then just hard
s “ m.“ E I “.m* m u m‘m work If one is
E::m; rPl'Hl-! | intorview able w bndge
y inancial the gap between
analyst of | |IFT, Delhi Written test, 120 | 810 $94000 | hard work and
companics. GD. Interview efficiemt work
- then destiny will
HR :- This | NITIE Mumbai CAT 170 8.20 $76,500 el
mvolves activity Management is all about breaking conventions .We are
directed towards development of people in the  jving in an era marked with volatility. Nothing seems to

organization performing appraisals, employ traiming
and employee motivation _In simple words the role of
HR is to recruit the best talent available and then
optimum utilization of human resource

Spstems - This would involve helping companics
leverage technology to business value . These people are
responsible for providing sound technology to the

be ever lasting. Considening this; the modemn day
managers should possess an urge to reinvent themselves
to stay ahead in the race. India is a country where intense
competition exists. Those who succumb to the heat
generated by competition are forced into making a
compromise with destiny, Cracking CAT is all about
becoming masters of our own destiny.

EEANEN M The secret to creativity is knowing how to hide your sourcess " 1
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The door bell is ringing.... Angela wakes up from her
sleep. "Whe could it be at this hour? It is 2:00 in the
maorning”. She glances ar the wall-clock. She runs
down the stmirs and opens the door. Her parents are
there. ‘But why are they looking diffe...rem?
Maybe.. .they are wel, as it's raining...." “We love you
Angela®, they hug her and kiss her.

The dream ends. Mext morning Angela wakes up and
gets to know about the death of her parents in a car
accident the previous night!

What does it mean” Angela, in her dream met her parents
at the ime when they were dead. Did her dream facilitate
her communication with the souls this way” Don’t such
incidents make you wonder about dreams? What are
dreams? What do they mean” Why are they so weird?
Why do we have them at all?... S0

questions! Let's get deeper into the mystenous world of

many

dreams!

MHISTORY-

Dreams have an interesting
history dating back to 40080 B.C
il when they were documented on

clay tablets. Throughout the ages

people have been fascinated by
them. Most ancient societies had books about them. The
Babylonians and the Egyptians had gods of dreams
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from gods and souls in
the Cireck and Roman
era, so people having
vivid dreams were
behieved to be blessed
People who could
interpret dreams were
seen as divinely gifted
as it was extolled as
the simplest and surest
misde of prophesying
Various religions too
the
insights offered by

recognized

dreams as evidenced
in their sacred texis
and traditons. Divine

Dreaming was seen by
indigenous people as a
way to commune with
spirits. The Chinese
believed that during
sleep, the soul leaves the

and communes with
the spirit world and if the
dreamer were suddenly
awakened, the soul might
never return. That's why
some Chinese are still
leery about the use of
alarm clocks. Some Native
American tribes and
Mexican civilizations
believed that their
ancestors lived in their
dreams; hence dreams
were a way to commune
with them.

revelations through dreams occur frequently in the Old
and New Testament. That dreams are caused by the God
was acknowledged by the early Fathers of the Church
and the ecclesiastical wniters. Dreams were also thought
1o provide vital clues in the diagnosis and treatment of
illness. In Greece, sick people were sent o special
temples where they performed religious rites and induce
sleep to have a dream assuning a "retumn to good health'
During the middle ages, however, the dreams were seen
as "Tools of Devil’. The devil was believed to fill the

You never learn anything by doing it right. N 50
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in the vulnerable
sleep state.

The first step into
dream inlerpretation
had come in 5th
century B.C. when
Gireck philesopher
Herachitus suggested
the creation of dream
world in one's mmad
The phantasms of
corporeal objects in

files become available for
modification. While

dreaming, it comes back
mhrwdmw
and our conscious mind
observes a sample of the
programs being run which
appears as a dream. Thus,
dreams are a minute
amount of the information
being scanned and sorted
during sieep. the stmosphere were
also held as their

cause. Arnstotle referred 1o dreams as impressions lefit by
objects seen with exaggeration of stimuli while Plalo
connected them with the normal mental sensations of the
waking state

THE VIEWS-

The theologians admat the possibality of the supernatural
ongin of dreams but metaphysicians hold the suspension
of volition during

slecp as thew cause.  Cleanup Mechanism- Our
Some clam external  COrtex is made of richly
stimuli to be the Interconnected neural
catalyst 1o all the nemories. M’ mon
dreams whereas others  memaries in one network

arguc that they arise
from the phantastical
power of soul
According 1 Freud.
Our UNCONSCIous is
made of florbidden
childhood wishes
which a dream
represents along with
the present activities &
instinctual needs
According 1w Jung,
dreams are mcssages

cause information

spurious memory
associations formed

during the previous day.

from within us o curselves |
which remind uws of our
wishes. Some theories
sugges! that dreams have
problem solving funchions
but then non-recallers
should suffer; but who
rarcly recall dreams, do not
differ in terms of
personality from those who do. In fact, each dream s a
recipe laced with complicated plots and elaborate visual
puns that our brain cooks with our biological instincts,
cultural assumptions and personal expenence.

PHIMOMINA -

While some dreams are due 1o the automatic excitation
of cerchral regions from the sensations of preceding
events, others anse due w0 real sensations ¢.g. from the
states of the mternal organs (as sensation of Mying due 10
disturbance in stomach or from muscular states), from
subjective sensations due 10 the circulation of blood
{suggesting rushing waters) or from the action of
external stimuli on the sensory ongans

Recurring dreams are the result of our emotional
weakness that causes us 1o be hurt. When so happens,
our dream recurs to display that weakness i our waking,
life. Recurnng dreams also show the strength of dream
memory. Mightmares occur as our subconscious wants
W tell us something we've been refusing 1o accepl
Thev're highly symbolic and frequent with sensitive
people.

An interesting phenomenon associated with dreams is of
Extra Sensory Perception (ESF), which s the response
W external stimuli without any sensory contscl
Precognition is one example of ESP. Another is Dream
Psychometry where one gans information aboul an
object which one knows nothing about in waking life
Paul McCartney, one of the most famous singers’ writers
of all time had the tune for his Beatles song "Yesterday'
(the song performed over 7 million times in the 20th
century) in a dream. Kekulé discovered the tetravalent
nature of carbon and the structure of Bensene i a dream.
M i One of the snakes had seired hold of is own tail,
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Some people return to life after having been
clinfcally pronounced ‘dead’. It's called NDE (Near
Death Experience). In a similar phenomenon
named as OBE (Out of Body Experience), one sees || Two weeks before his assassination, Abraham
the body sleeping on the bed but is not clinically § Lincoln had a dream that there was a funeral at
dead as the ‘astral body' (energy surrounding us), | the White House. In the dream he asked a
separates from the body but doesn't disconnect. A soldier who was in the casket, Who is dead in
person having an OBE hears a loud roar as the astral || the White House? "The President™ was the
bady lifts; and since the body is connected by a thin || answer; "he was killed by an assassin!”

line of astral matter, energy is transferred to the | Such phenomenon is termed as Precognition
mind as sound. Once the astral body reaches its §| when people dream about an event in
higher vibratory frequency. the sound disappears | startlingly accurate details before it happens in
and the sensations of sight take over. reality.

DREAMS & THEIR COMMON INTERPRETATIONS

o  FALLING- It indicates a loss of emotional equilibrium, insecurity, a lack of self-confidence, or an inability 1o
cope with a situation, Dreams about falling may be triggered by a drop in blood pressure or a limb dangling off]
the side of the bed.

o CHASING- Dreams of being chased are a metaphor for imsecurity suggesting that dreamer is running away
from something he has done in the past. The figure that pursues is most likely to represent an unresolved aspect
of circumstances.

®  RUNNING-Asignofabigchangein life.

& SNAKES- Snakes are often seen as symbols of life, death and rebirth. To see a lone snake and feel threatenad by
it shows having a bodily harm from an enemy. To dream of many snakes in a pit is the foreboding of much bad
luck. Killing a threatening snake in dream shows overcoming the adversary and winning out.

o SPIDERS-Secing a spider climbing the wall will have dearest wish come true. Secing a spider spinning a web
slggests an increase in income due to hard work.

e WATER- Clear water indicates great luck and prosperity, a dream of muddy water foretells sadness through
illness or death of someone close. Dirty water warns of unscrupulous people.

e WAVES- Standing on shore and watching the waves foam up foretells narmow escape from an accidental injury,
Hearing the waves lapping against the hull of the ship foretells a troubled domestic scene. To sail on a calm
ocean is always a good omen for all concemed.

o  MURDER- To see murder committed foretells much sorrow arising from the misdeeds of others. Committing
murder significs engagement in dishonorable adventures. Dreams of being murdered foretell that enemics are
secretly working to overthrow.

DEATH- Dreams of death signify birth, dreams of birth or marriage are signs of death.

CANDLES- Aclear and steady Mame denotes a well-grounded fortune,

LIGHT-Shining out of the dark, it shows that dreamer will find the answer to a personal problem.

BARY- It signifies innocence, warmth and new beginnings. If a woman dreams of nursing a baby, she will be
deceived by the one she trusts the most

CAT-1t's an unfortunate omen and shows treachery as well as a run ofbad huck.

DOG- Itindicates great gain and constant friends, Barking dogs foretel] news of depressing nature,
BIRDS-Flying birds are a sign of prosperity (o the dreamer,

BUTTERFLY- Tosee abutterfly among flowers indicates prosperity.

BALLOONS- They indicate dashing of hopes. Ascending in a balloon indicates frustration.

DIAMONDS- Dream of owning diamonds signifies great honour and récognition from high places.

ROSE- If a woman dreams of receiving a rose and places it in her hair then she will be deceived by a good friend.
Torsee arose bush in full foliage denotes a wedding in the Tamily,

A AN B 0 11 Amytime four Mew Yorkers get into 2 cab without arguing, @ bank robbeny has justitaks




and the form whirled mockingly before my (Kekule's)

cyes.... The snake seizing its own tail gave Kekulé the
circular structure of Benzene,

In another case named as Synchronous ESP, the dreamer
encounters a familiar character in his dream and that
person also recounts the same dream.

Why is there distortion in dreams? There exist as the
primary cause of dream-formation two psychic forces,
first one forms the wish expressed by the dream while
the second exercises a censorship thereby enforcing
distortion. Every dream emanates from the first
instance, while the second behaves only in a censoring
manner. So, disagreeable dreams contain something
which is disagreeable to the second instance but fulfils a
wish of the first. Hence, a distorted dream is the
disguised fulfilment of a repressed wish and dream-
distortion is an act of censorship.

WHY ARL DREAMS FORGCOTTEN?

Many drecam-
images
forgotten as
they're too weak
to recall. One 15
wont to
remember things
occurring
repeatedly and
most dream-

Dreaming is as essential to our e

psychological life as the
enzymes secreted for
digestion. Dreams are the
product of a deeper stratum
of personality than that in
waking life. They arise out of
an unconscious domain and
function in an involuntary
manner to meet our
organismic needs. They result
in the production of symbolic
imagery that digests residual
feelings triggered by recent
events. The mind searches our
past to find a situation or
symbol fitting the feelings
pressuring us during sleep.
The conscious mind often
passes on difficult emotional
problems to the unconscious
for solving through dreams.

images arc non-
repetitive.  Then
for feelings and
ideas to attain
memorability,
they should be
well associated.
Dream-
compositions arg
insusceptible of
b ¢ 1 n g

remembered as they fall

to pieces the very next

moment. Also, on

waking the attention 15

immediately  besieged

by the inrushing world

of sensation. Verv few

dream-images are

capable of withstanding

its force. The fact that

most people take but

litthe interest in their

dreams is also conducive to their forgetting. The
difference of the general sensation in the sleeping and
waking state and the untranslatable nature of dreams for
the waking consciousness also accounts for their
forgetting. Moreover, in the investigation and
interpretation of dreams, our mind so greatly tends to
perceive everything in a connected form that it
unintentionally supplies the missing links in any
incoherent dream.

LET'S FACE THE TRUTH STRAIGHTY

The creative energy derived from our feelings that
shapes the images in dreams speaks so eloguently and
honestly to reveal truths about ourselves that have not
vel surfaced in waking life. Our dreaming psyche is
constantly in touch with the reality of our feelings. I's a
truth-telling mechanism with no room for self-
deception. Our innate creativity and the incorruptible
core of our being filters truth from falsity. Dreams call
attention in an imagimative metaphorical way to that
reality which has not been given its just due. Bertrand
Russell once said, *The rational unites. The mrrational
separates.” Our dreams know the difference. Non-
literate socicties found a way to integrate dreams and
waking hife. We, who pride ourselves on our level of
psychological sophistication and scientific
accomplishment, haven't yet got this linkage.

While we hardly know more about dreams than what the
Babylonians knew 5,000 years ago, it is better to believe
what they tell us. Akin to an aesthetic experience, all of
us have within us a musician endowed with perfect pitch
who calls our attention whenever we sing. So what are
you waiting for”? Come, live your dreamz!!

EERCANPN M Some peaple don't need to explain themselves;
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Each one of us has something to say: and something to
write. ‘the write angles’ is not meant to educate on the
stylesof writing thatexistsincontemporary society, nor
does it portray the right approach fowards writing.
However, taking off like Orville Wright's spirits on that
historiec day of 1903, this section showeases that very
element that makes us human; emotions. The underlying
ideais that thewriter comes before thewritten. That all
thewords coming off here areloyal carriers of a sense of
humour, fear, love, action, pain, joy and detachment, or

atleastconfusionifall elsefails!

Why Angles?

Foritall starts here. And like the angles we know of from
themathworld, itis quiteimpossible to say whereit ends.

But somewhere in between, a tear Is shed. Or a smile is

erafted. Orthepageisturned. Takeapick!




the acute angles

7
—
o9
c
q+
U
-
-
@
S
b
e
=

graphics by : KUMAR ASHUTOSH



The Acute Angles

The dictionary meaning of this
word is intense or sharp. Acute is
denotative of the hard feelings
that we have such as intense
pain, obsession, agomy and tfo
some extent optimism. A close
view will reveal that our eyes
tend to get narrow when we
have such feelings. Probably this
is why acute is attached fo such
feelings. In artistic ferms, a
simple acute angle resembles a
man with his forehead on his
knees. Any guesses for when we
feel like doing that?

This is the first section
mathematically as well as
philosophically as our sweetest
songs are those which tell our
saddest thoughts.
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FIMAL YEAR

Thank You, Thank You
For letting me be... T1e!!

Some peaple don'l like me being T1e'.
Seems I make them feel uneasy.
boutl themseldes. ..

S0 Thank You, Thank You...

For letling me be... T1e"! "-q . o
T ™

I's only me that 1 do

And I gel offended when I am not liked
[ also think thal's ’ ’
A natural human emolion, l EI M [ H E
Bul it seems the position I'm in... as

Tfeans il's okay 1o hale me;

Faden if we have never mel. .. If I'm ever abrasive,
Or seem arvoganl. ..
S50 Thank you Thank You I's because I'm scared.
For letling me be... T Bul you know this...
Thal's why you can
I am on the lally, lel me be...T1e.
So people think T don't have feelings?
[da... Some people will see this. ..
I hear shuff aboul me... Call me a freak,
I wouldn'l wish on my wWorsl enemy. And tear il lo pieces.
I liwe the life of a high roller, Bul they're nol like you.
Bul you've never held this against me.. They won'l let me be ... T,
So Thank you, Thank Jou... So Thank you, Thank you
For lelling me be... T1e'! For letling me be...T1e"!
L SHUIAN (B What does "It" mean in the sentence -"What time is It2* N [N

Graphics By - APRANT EAR, First Year
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Hi wmite angles

THIRD YEAR

The Beginning of the end was when | returned to my Brother Edward’s home at the Lincoln Avenue of the University
of llinms. Amy, Edward's daughter was four then. Mext day (25" Dec) was supposed to be a great day not only because
it was Christmas but Amy would be turning five. Amy: The only reason why [ stayed at my brother's though I could
have afforded a separate apartment for myself. There wasn't a single moment when Amy would leave me alone. Amy
couldn't sleep anywhere except on my chest and | found it hard to sleep with someone on my chest, But again that's
how love is defined-Sacrilices without the feeling of sacrifice.

That day I was returming home with a sample card of my engagement to Daisy. Daisy was a Chnstian girl of Indian
origin. We met two years back at the university campus where Edward and Daisy's dad were research colleagues.
Amy saw me parking myy car from the upper window and keeping her love for me in mind, there was no question she
would stay over there. Full of excitement she started running downstairs and [ too was in a hurry to gift her XL cocoa
chocolate | had bought specially for her. | forgot that

Amy was right at the low height entrance. [ picked her with a thrust and her head collided heavily with the frame of the
door. | sensed the wrong but then it was late. As the hands brought Amy's face in front of mine, it had tumed pale and
her body was turning cold. I wanted to shout for her mother but it seemed as if something has choked my throat. And
this is the last thing I remember about me and Amy.

When [ regained my senses there was no use of regaining them. | found myself in the hospital bed. | overheard a
doctor narrating the problem to Daisy.

Doctor: “l m extremely sorry but Kevin's (ming) bramn has undergone a major stroke due to which his legs are
paralyzed and also there's malfunctioning of his speaking ability.-He'll not be able to speak again.” Tears rolled down
my cheeks. Felt like shouting out loud but couldn't utter a single word. I was longing to know about Amy, hold her,
and caress her. | glanced towards Edward who was sitting beside me. Sensing that | was asking about Amy he shook
his head and tears rolled down his red swollen eyes, stating that Amy was no more.

There was thud in my heart and the world seemed crestfallen. | wanted to jump right out of the window coz | can't live
without Amy.

Then | heard Daisy erying and asking the doctor to save me. To her assurance doctor replied: “1 m trying my level best
and still there are chances that Kevin may survive, but to be fair enough he's almost dead.”

~-ALMOST DEAD?T Who'll convinee them that [ was dead when Amy was in my hands?

Then a nurse gave me an injection. Upon regaining consciousness | saw Daisy crving beside me. Suddenly it dawned
on me that | was going to be a huge burden to everybody, that | had ruined my life and everybody else’s, Why not die, 1
thought miserably, and save everyone a lot of trouble? Daisy sensing, stopped weeping. And coming closer, held my
cold hand in hers and then she added the words which saved my life. “You are stll vou. And | love you.” | couldn’t
drift away from things like this. I had to live, this was my credo now,

A girl's voice: Kevin!!!!

Oh! It's my four year daughter calling me inside to sleep. As it's her sleeping cum- story time I'll have to move my
wheel chair inside.

So dear diary today I'm going to ask Daisy to narrate this story to Amy -My daughter.

02 0101 M Aryone who uses the pvase ey s 2kingcandyfom 3 bty e eSS RN 110
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Soldier

- SUNIL PARMAR
pen. You held my hands when life was pushing me down,
You hugged me when the odds were against me,
You moved in when others moved out,
You felt jealous when I laughed with other ladies.

Remember those hours spent by hill side,
just two of us at the sunset point.

Your laughing on my silly jokes,
A nap in your lap and your fingers running through my hairs.

I could not keep my promise, because some promises are broken for a greater cause.
With my motherland at stake, could not leave the battle field.

People are insane and they'll question you, just tell them that:

| gave my today so that they can see their tomorrow.

Try to feel me in your tomorrow, shall be everywhere around you,

Guiding you, Protecting you.

- SKHIJJAN [ It could be that the Purpose of your Life is only to serve s a waming to/GHhe



“l hate this kind of job!!! Please give me something
else”, the thoughts were still swirling in my mind, but
then that's the part of the job if vou are a guardian angel
S0 1 got this assignment from God to oversee the last 3
days of Rahul's life. It sickens me to see people die when
they want to cling onto life without understanding the
real meaning of life. | guess that's easy for me to say
because | am immortal, Ok, | have spoken enough [ have
gotio gonow.

My assignment 15 over now. Now [ have a small diary
that Rahul had written in the last 3 days, It made me
change my views aboul humans. He has celebrated his
maortality and shown how mortality s life’s greatest
strength, contrary to what humans think I 1 could have
my way, [ would have loved to live a mortal life. But love
15 without reason and let reason prevail here!!

RAHUL'S DIARY

I have started a new life today. 1 have joined a band of
select people who know how long they are going to live.
1 guess that's nothing Lo boast of, but then its nice to know
that you are unique even if that means you are going to
die. Sounds crazy™? But then craziness 15 a virtue | can
flaunt on my deathbed [ hope.

July 21:

Thank you God!! Thank you ... it surprises me to see that
I am uttering these words when [ came to know that my
25-year-old siesta is finally over. | had suspected my
stay on carth was nearing an end as | had a lingering
breathing problem which the doctor repeatedly told me
was incurable and the time was short. Today [ got o
know that the word "short’ meant 3 days. It seems fate
wasn't without irony in this case.

Looking back, “thank you™ is what 1 can offer God
because it seems He was kind enough to grant me some
time, from the moment | suspected my inevitable
demise, to do some good things at which [ can look back
with satisfaction. Satisfaction! Mow that 15 user defined
but then [ am not looking to please evervbody. Pleasing
me is the bottom line. That sounds selfish even to me but

e
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then selfishness is part of being human. As [ am writing
these lines | can see small imagerics of stray memones
flash by and one such memory takes me to a day 6 vears
back,

I had just come back home, my dad and me were the only
ones who were living in this world whom we both at the
same time could unmistakably call related. That was the
end of our blood relations. That day he died. [ lost my last
relation 1 had, my mother having left me the moment 1
was bom. That may sound a lot pitiable but then pity was
the last thing on my father's agenda so [ grew up that way,
We both were the support system of each other. | didn’t
cry nor did | moan. Strangely | was very stoic, partly
because my father had taught me not o moum over
somebody's death; according to him it belittles the
persom.

Death is an age-old emgma, We all want to run away from
it little realizing its slowly and surely approaching us.
Why can't we all rejoice in our mortality? We are all bom
and we go about our lives the way we deem fit and the
realization that at any point of life we may cease to exist
and that our actions are all a beautiful harmony in a
perpetual chaotic existence lends an obvious romanticism
to life. We may die right now which means that we are
that much more glorifving than what we obviously think.
Isn't that worth living for and isn't that worth dying for?

1 don't know what I should be feeling when | will be about
to die but then its strange that of all things that 1 am not
feeling, among them fear has the top priority. It's a feeling
of awe, a feeling of mystery about that all terminating
phenomenon we have heard, seen around as we continued

our ever continuing march. So how does it feel right now?
DON'T KNOW BUT I AM NOT

That's what 1 have been feeling all along and all
throughout my life. Life had never been a bed of roses for
me and somehow 1 will never know, When [ talk of roses
the only image or the picture that comes to my mind is of
Anva
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Whenever | talk of Anya | don't know why [ feel a
strange sense of peace, a sense of surrealism washes over
me and knowingly or unknowingly 1 am always
inwardly happy. | don't know how to explain it but then
explanations had never been my forte, We met in college
and somehow liked each other. | was always quiet never
used to say much while she was a bundle of energy.

Lowve 15 the obvious next step was something | had
always read but never could understand it. | always
wanted to know is it love that is somewhere Jthough 1
didn't know where( in between us? [ don't know anything
about her that I didn't like. 1 always wanted to talk to, her
rather listen to her, [ wanted to go out with her, | wanted
to tell her that of all things, | wanted to see her happy for
the rest of her life and I wanted to tell her that she was the
best thing that happened to me. But the irony of life was
that I wanted all these, I never did all these. When she
was in the hospital after the accident and the doctors had
given their last word, 1 was the only person she wanted to
meet. She knew she was dying and still she was smiling
masking all the pain. | think | never saw a more beautiful
sight. Beautiful? A person dying and 1 find it beautiful
that's so gross but then here was that mortal life
embracing immortality.

Anya looked at me and her words were difficult to come
out, Tears were rolling down her cheeks. She looked at
me with brilliant clear eves and said, “Please promise
you won't ever forget me and if you remember me then
you will remember me with a smale. | can't die thinking
that I will cause you pain.” 1 said, “1 will cry because then
yvou won't die.,” She smiled like | had never seen her
smile before and she said,” | wish I could have died a
thousand lives to live one life with you but I will always
live with you, Be happy because someone somewhere
will be happy since you are happy and do you want to tell
me something which you always wanted 107" Now was
the moment | wanted to tell her “I love you”, but the
words wouldn't come out. As [ was about to say those 3
simple vet etermnal words, she left me with that lively
smile on her face.

Time fies. [ have written so little but I have relived my
gone by years and its sleeping time now. The nurse has
threatened me that if I don't sleep she will snatch away
the diary. I will enjoy my sleep knowing that | have one
maore left to go before | sleep again; this ime, forever,

July 22:

Oh my God! What a dream | had? | saw myself winning
the soccer world cup for India. Surprisingly 1 had a great
sleep because from all | had come to know from this
world is that you are petrified when yvou are about to die
but not 50 in my case. | am turming into a philosopher
these days. Philosophy had been a subject | had always
failed in. Professor Ghosh had always told me that, *Son,
give philosophy a break. It has already got its fair share
of weeping philosophers please don't add me in the list.”
I remember the laugh that rang through the class at these
words.

I remember the air of shame that surrounded me then, It's
like the air is devoid of life and sound is diminished. You
for the first time in vour hife realize how big vour body is
and how vou wish vou had known some magic either to
vanish from there or 1o go back in time and reverse this
incident from happening. One can see live slow motion
replays of everything around vou. But why does this
situation arise? | think 1 have located the because’ for
this why. Itall ultimately boils down to

EXPECTATIONS.

We were bomn under expectations. We die under
expectations. How? | expect my husband/son/whoever
15 not going to die now, he will live longer and one dies.
Throughout life 1 have toiled on with the heavy load of
expectations on my back. And strangely enough the
expectations have always been of every person in this
world except me, My dad expected so many things off
me but then | guess every parent has a right to expect
anything off their children.Then there was Anva's
expectation of secing me speaking up for mysclf and
finding a deserving place for my abilities in this world.
Now there come a lot of expectations after these. A lot of
people expect you to behave in a way deemed fit by
society with a bundle of packages along with it. But why
doesn’t anyone understand that we never think  what
matters most of all. The person himself,

I have always wondered throughout my life of the
umpteenth time [ have been told,” you are not supposed
to do it that way, This wasn't expected from you.” But
then has anybody thought that what [ have expected of
myself. Why was | made to feel I was not as good as the
other person in one way or the other? The comparison
was always the same, the other person kept on changing
with the comparison but somehow [ remained constant
in it. The whole world expects something from me but
whio gave them the right to expect and who gave them the
right to belittle me when 1 failed at their self concocted
expectations?? The only expectations [ would like to
fulfill are mine. But then now that | know I am about to
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die I expected myself to die a person who has been
honest to himself, This expectation of mine has been
fulfilled and my conscience lies at ease more so as it can
see the delicious lunch tray that is amving towards my
bed.

Wow what a lunch!!!! That was a great lunch and the
even greater part of it was the amount of love and
concern that was ladled out by the mother matron here in
the hospital. She broke down in front of me and [ couldn’t
help but smile thinking how much | wanted a mom, But
then you can never have what you most want in life and
this was bound to be no exception. Well, honestly
speaking | took the liberty of going through my diary
after the lunch just to sense how | was doing as a writer
and it amazed me that i hadn't done a bad job. | feli one
down-sight to the whole affair that 1 haven't written any
thought or incident to concoct a fecling of joy but then
ils me and happiness has always been a pant of my
SOTTOWS.

Well I guess | should like an expert philosopher expound
my latest philosophy. When | talked about my dad dving
without a shade of doubt that was a day of unassailable
pathos in my life but then this is a pain of one day
compared to the the innumerable beautiful days I spent
with him and so is also the case with Anva. When I talked
ahout expectations, there are  also so many smaller
joyful incidents linked with that one event of sorrow. So
why immerse myself only with the thought of
sorrows???

I have always been bad at nomenclature. In life I have
always gone for as broad classifications as [ could. For
me ¢vents and incidents have always been what they are
i.e. events and incidents, nothing more. This hospital is
disgusting. They are poking me with thousands of
needles and weird looking machines and are not letting
me die in peace. Am | going to die tomorrow?? Does that
change things around me 77 The sun is going lo come oul
in the same way. The doctors will probably shake their
heads on my dead body and go to the next patient. Yes,
life will move on leaving me lost in the mysterious by-
lanes of memory of some unknown or known person
whose life I might have al some point or the other
touched during my short stay . The heart has its own
strands of logic which are completely opposed to the
brain. The fact that my existence will probably remain in
fleeting glimpses in somoone’s Memory gives me reason
enough to cherish my existence. It is all the angles we
curve upon that have been inked and bound.

The doctors are trying to snatch my diary out of my hand
but then I won't let go before [ write a lew more lines. |
have always led a contented life. | have taken decisions
at crucial junctures in my life but the most important
thing is that | have always stood by my decisions even if
they churned out adverse results later on. This is because
it at some point of time 1 felt my decision was good
enough having honestly pondered over it, there is no
reason to demean that decision and brood over it just
because it spawned something else.

Now [ am literally having my diary snatched out of my
hand so let me say the only thing | can as | don't know if
will get a chance to write again.

AUREVOIR.......

GOODBYE.........

Oh!!1! 1 got another chance, This time it's not me who is
writing but the nurse as | am dictating her. The time right
now i 12:30. I was told L had 3 days. My hife it scems has
never been without irony. It is difficult to write like this
because you don’t know when you will drop down dead.
Blessed are those who have someone to mourn for them
honestly after they are dead. How | wish [ had someone
to be sitting by my side on my deathbed. Life 15 all about
bonding, trying to find somebody who will always be by
vour side imespective of whatever happens. Emotions
are our greatest strengths and also our greatest
weaknesses, If anybody reads this diary, if you can
remember that someone called Rahul existed in this
world, this act of vours will make someone somewhere,
if that someplace exists, very happy. Suddenly, I have
been given an anesthetic imjection and as darkness draws
around me | can see some figures bringing a brilliant
gleam ol light towards me. Who are these figures?? 1
can't recognize them but I feel that [ know them very
well...........

What more do vou people want to read on for?? Rahul
has immonalized his life and he has made me yearn fora
maortal one, Even after reading all he has written, if vou
all cannot grasp the true essence of life then I guess it
would be futile of me to expend words, The only thing |
would say is that Rahul has finally found that little bit of
peace and tranguility which all of us seek and few ever
find. He has also shown a way to just emulate that in your
life, Think over it. You all know the answer,

May God bless vouall
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UMANITY

ASHWINI DHIMAN
SECOMD YEAR

Waking up on a dull and foggy Saturday moming, 1
finished my daily moming practices till 9:00 and went to
have my breakfast. When | retumed, the newspaper had
arrived, With two assignments to be done and lots ol
other work; I, acting as if | had all the time in the world,
took up the paper and started flipping its pages with the
style of a business tycoon. As | fimshed my daily dose of
'‘Sports’ and 'Spicy' news [
stumbled across a news article
that kept me thinking for a long
while after reading it

Remember the last time when
you saw someone like Amitabh
Bachchan, Shahrukh Khan,
Sachin Tendulkar or Rahul
Dravid on any channel giving
advices to general public on
how to live with, behave with
and help those who are HIV
positive or in general, sufler
from a similar kind of disease,
have any kind of disability: and
you just flipped the channel by
saying “Why the hell do I need
to see this™ But we do! In this
age with mobiles ringing in every

pocket, computers doing most of the work, with TV sets
crying the same old saas-bahy' story and information
flowing at the speed of light, we have perhaps become
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ignorant of these people so much that when we stumble
upon one of them we just don't know how to treat them!
Orwhat to do with them?, It often happens that we try to
shrug off our shoulders from those whom we knew are
HIV positive. Perhaps we humans are losing that human
touch or what we call as 'feelings'. Whenever we hit
across such a person a part of our mind says that we
should help him'her owing to their pain that the human
part of us understands but the other part constantly

reminds us that he/she is carrying

a virus and tries to keep us away
from them. Mostly, the other
part wins and that person is
again left alone by someone
he/she thought would help
hinmvher,

Loads and loads of campaigns
are launched daily which are
directed towards the cause of
making people aware of the
behavior that is expected of
them to help these people get
their share of equality in the
society, But if we ask ourselves
we are not following a hint of
the advice given.

What an irony was that when a politician, in the same
city, at the same time was giving a speech about the need
to understand the trauma of AIDS patients and this girl
had to abort her own foetus as no one would attend to an

Never interrupt your opponent while he's making a



HIV positive patient at a government hospital. Yes, that
was the content of the article | told about earlier. The
story of a girl Radhika (name changed) who was
detected to be HIV positive while she was carrying and
was in her sixth month, The doctors told her to undergo
abortion. Listening to what Radhika had to say about her
experience would melt anyone's heart. As she describes
it “When | started bleeding | called the nurses but no one
came to me. | wanted to die but realized | had a two-year
old son to look after. When the foetus started coming out,
I mustered up courage, grabbed it by the feet and
dragged it out all by myself.”

Now, are we that inhuman that a pregnant woman has to
abort her own child by herself?

The article said that forget “aayas” even the doctors of
that hospital were not attending to her, just because she
was HIV positive!

She was just left by everyone 1o lay deserted in one
comer, away from all the patients. That appeared to me
as a shame to all those who feel proud when the two
letters “Dr.” are writlen or spoken before their names.
They are doing grave injustice to the degree that they had
achieved by putting in lots of hard work and dedication,
perhaps. It is just not a graduation degree but it is like a
throne of what we call as “Gods on Earth™ as some of
them really are. But one cannot expect that behavior on
the part of such leamed men. A doctor is believed 1o be
more of a friend to the patient than just a doctor, at least
to those who are suffering from such diseases but here
we have an example of a doctor becoming more of a
nightmare. But it is due to this handful of doctors that the
entire community gains ill repute.

Today, if Shahrukh Khan enters that hospital, the "aava’
would be the frontrunner in taking his autograph but
when it comes to listening and applying to the advice
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that her favorite star gives she is nowhere to be found .
And that is not the case with them only. Even the doctors
remain such dumb-onlookers that you feel ashamed to
live in such a country where one person cannot
understand the pain of other. The doctors have the duty
of telling the unaware ones about the behaviour towards
such patients, to consider 'them too’ human. But here we
have a different story altogether.

Gio anywhere in the country, be it a bus-stand or railway
station, you will find loads of posters saying “HIV AIDS
does not spread through contact™ and other information
about how it spreads and all that stuff,

Hospital walls are the most commaon places where these
could be found out, and then you have cases like these
{Radhika) happening in Metropolitans. People there
behave as highly-learned and treat HIV positive people
as if they are from another Galaxy,

Celebrities and NGO¥s are organizing concerts and
shows just to create awareness and raise money for them
but looking at the conditions previaling for them to even
survive, all of that seems to go in vain, It's our typical
habit of rarely trusting anyone We only think of these as

another source of income for them.

You even have people suffering from AIDS talking on
TV about their normal and sometimes even "special’ life
and we, instead of appreciating their heart of courage,
ignore their plea to be at least treated as normal human
beings.

The need is to join hands and pledge that such grave
injustice will be prevented as those who are suffering arc

one of us. Who knows what might happen tomorrow?
Let's pledge to make today a brighter one for those who
probably might not see a tomorrow,

IS P2 selution to two of the world's problems: Feed the homeless
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RUL PURI
THIRD YEAR

After long deliberations, sitting in coaching institutes,
spending sleepless nights and the unforgettable buttering
of “The One™ above we are there, where we hoped to be
once...or more appropriately where destiny brought us!
Be it be a 100 All India ranker or some
2,000,000,000. . _hmm if the zeros seem confusing then
should just say some 2 lakh, we all share and hold the
same place! And this, my friends is called equality! Now
talking of equality in a broader sense. Equality in our
college can also be explained by highlighting that in a
class of 50 there are 6 girls!! Not that they are deprived of
any right. They have full freedom to sit in the front row of
a class, make the master copy of each practical and
assignment, to roam about anywhere and everywhere just
barring certain hot spots, in any amount and admire the
picturesque view till the hostel bell rings. Whilst this goes
on, the boys prefer to exchange mere |6 mass number gas
for those having 22, 38, 39, Those who have forgotten
chemistry may refer to the periodic table whilst the others
USE YOUr cxperience.

But with the Nescafe outlet opening right in front of the
boys’ hostel things are changing. Won't comment it's for
good or bad but certainly it's debatable. Where on one
hand boys are dving to letch on girls now they feel
offended when their privacy is being taken over. Thanks
to the great revolutionary movement ever happened in the
college. It all started when one sect of equality rled
society, who were supposed to be restncted to the
boundaries of the so called "tuck’ crossed all the barriers,
trespassed the canteen eventually entering the “royal
place™.....*THE GTM™.

The Dawn : Mass confusion! Were practically looking
for room no ES5-104 in the electrical depariment
(electronics seriously needs a separate department), just
to end up finding it's the subject code and the class room is
the 'Drawing hall’ of the admn block! Here comes the role
of seniors. .. Yes to teach the college traditions, the rules,
the norms. We all realize the importance of knowing
ahout a teacher’s methods and techniques of teaching and
testing, that periodicals are just minor exams, a good
impression on laboratory assistants can be of great asset,
hill "ffair is “D mega event™ and that college is but a drag.
But do we realize how indispensable they are when it
comes to the non academic norms? It is all because of

4 e
them that the miss mannered people whose dress code,
language and attitude have been corrupted by the carefree
attitude of their parents and well wishers are refined by
the great contractors of society who sit and can definitely
decide the best for evervone.

Slowly, but life does begin herc. Restrictions are
removed, the first year's fair well in their first periodicals,
join one of the n clubs of college just o atiend, to
participate, to view all the possible events, in order to
keep the club alive. Then comes the hill fTair, a moment 1o
live, to make some memories, and to use as an alibi for
flunking in the 2 peniodicals. 5° (Serious studious school
students) transform 1o engineering college students
(definition beyond the scope of this article).

New spirit : We are seniors! And for obvious reasons
we'll follow the pattern, pass on evervthing we grabbed
from our seniors and take on the post of "contractors of
society’. Admn is no more the workplace. Departmental
blocks become the new haunt, Having leamnt the lessons
of unity we finally graduate to new chapters of inter
branch rivalry, It's a serious matter and not to forget a
matter of pride that which branch has the minimum
classes, which one ends up going for the official "fun’ trip
and who gets to sit maximum on the ‘green benches'.
Thanks to a short class trip interaction begins in the class,
cvery class has a regular mass bunk report, graph of
marks obtained v/s total marks for peniodicals keeps
falling, graffitists come into action; there are more notes
to be found on desks than note books! Stepping out of the
lime light attitude is defined for some and redefined for
few.

Comfortably dumb (3" Year) : The placement as a
priority takes a back seat. Not following the foot steps of
our most revered seniors we break free 1o new hornzons,
Third vear no longer is a mess of assignments, exams,
labs. It's a time to take on responsibilities or better said 1o
poke vour nose in everything that comes around the
COMET.

The Grand Finale : To be continued next year....

Owr journey here that started with a halt accelerates in no
time. Life no more seems to be pre decided or pre written.
Every day is brand new, every moment i1s pure! Each
student of this college realizes that a day would come
when we'd walk though the large gate, on the lonely white
path with dry leaves dancing in the air, trees swaying with
the brecze, the place where love was made, smiles shared,
hearts broken, tears spilled. Passing through we'd feel the
essence of unknown emotion. And then when we'll step in
to the lonely classroom with ime to spare, only memories
would be there for company, we'll feel that heaven was
here, so enjoy everything in college life.

I S0 9 ou can go anywhere you want if you look serious and Gaft
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The Obtuse Angles

The mathematical obtuse angle
~ has a synonym ‘insensitive’.
The articles here are of the
same nature where the avthors
*have felt a bit stoic and a little

eynic towards the subjeets.

- There are certain incidents

 when we feel that what is
~happening, is happening
becavse it had to happen. A
- little overdose of philosophy?
* Never wind. For artists' sake a

~ closer look to a simple obtuse
~ angle will resemble a human
- figure laid back on his pillow
~ and looking upwards... thinking.

Nothing
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BEST SECTION ENTRY

THIRD YEAR

It was the 1G Airport domestic arrival lounge. The month of
January, a hint of fog, a tinge of shallow sunshine, and the
cacophony of people discussing their plans for the day.
Mormings are usually cold this time of the vear, and people
talk, sometimes substantially and at other times o keep
their teeth from clattering,

He stood near the convoluted black conveyor belt carrving
the luggage. Suitcases being suitcases, it is not infrequent
that some one picks up someone clse's suitcase, mistaken.
At times children make this mistake, and more often adults
indulge in it. Maybe because children take in all the linle
details, while we grown ups are lost in our own worlds, (0o
busy to notice.

He meticulously read the tags, hefore picking the bags. One
of his had come, the other was still somewhere in the
scrolling quene. Just before he was about to experience his
pangs of impatience, he read her name on a dark brown bag.
Andhe also read the "Mrs. prefix.

Suppose we don't get marvied, suppose anything comes
between us, and we end up separated. And then suppose we
come across each other somewhere, in a rathvay station,
whal shall vou say to me?” she asked innocenily.

He replied with a sneer, 'Tdon't intend to travel by trains the
restofmy fife.”

Laughing she had added, "OK, let's assume we come across
inan airport, then?”

Weli. first this wan't ever happen because there is nothing
that can come between us; and then even if for a second |
assume if does, I'll ran away: for I am not going to accepd the
Jact that vou are not mine.”

He stood there, rubbed the vapor offhis glasses, and pat
them back on. The bag had somehow found its way 1o his
hands. Maybe he wanted himself o believe that it was
someone else; though he had always told her, with a name
like hers, she won't have a namesake. From the comer of his
eves he saw her, and then he saw her husband hand her a
dark tan overcoat.

Tan always looks great on vou, i offsets vour hazel eves.
Anad the way vour dark hair falls in waves, Fam spellbound!”

She wrapped herself in the warm folds. And siraightening
the creases, she looked up to look at him looking. Their eves
met, and locked. For a fraction of a second he could hear
roaring silences numble inside his head. The crystal broke,
when he heard her husband say, "we only have one more bag
to go, | don't know how long will it take, these airports na™
Listen, vou don't try fo avoid this, Ok Just answer, will yvou
falk ro me?"

filBb\aitc ansies

What shall sav? Twon't know what to say?’

Sav anyvthing, vou can start by saving Hi!"”

Justa i, 7"

Yex, just a Hi, vese L shall handle’

O, sl e meen, ve kmon it gives me headaches o talk
abauf things like these’

Withourt me, what shall become of vou?" she said hugging
frim

‘Nothing', he whispered in her ears, breathing in the
fragrance of her haiv. ‘nothing.'

She walked towards him. For a split second, his tongue
forgot motion.,

" fuesta Hi, rest | shall handle”

When people come across siluations they are totally
unprepared for, their nervous system panics, shutting down
under the shock. Then words get lost in between the mind
and the tongue. The heart begins 1o beat loud and clear.
Hreath forgets its rhythm, And feet just jam,

She was now almost there.

And he said, Hi.

She nodded her head. With eves pointing toward her bag,
she said, ‘that bag ' He exhaled his lost breath, and handed
it 1o her, His fingers brushed against her hand. And he felt
that coldness.

Yo know, 1 fove the way it feels when I touch vou. You are
all 5o warm-warm, and soft-saft’, ke told her, holding her in
i arms.

Thar's anfy because vou think that in vour head, actwall §
am generally very cold, and it's vour hand which is warm.’
That's strange!  never feel thar way'

Someday vou will', she said and giggled

Her husband came along and tapped her shoulder. "Do you
two know each other’™ Before she could reply, he said, "for
four years we were together in college.” Her husband looked
at her, she looked at him. Someone called out his name, 'Sir,
is this last bag yours?

He marned to look at his bag, the only one sliding along the
dark belt. Estranged. After all it was his bag.

Life finds some way to smuggle in a bit of irony in the most
unsuspecting of moments. They are life's metaphors and
similes, its ornaments of speech. And then it has its poems
and plays. While some are divine comedies, there are some
tragedics as well. The cosmos seems (o possess a sense of
humaor,

He picked up the bag. Her hushand put an arm around her.
Together they walked to the exit door, towards the taxi
stand, Three mute witnesses to the tormadoes in their minds,
To break the uncomfortable silence she asked him, "what are
vou doing these days?

He had reached a cab. Opening the door, he turned to her
and said, 'Nothing...

B2 0 0 Everyone is entited o their opinion. IS ust that Some Have/a SHipiG GRENINN 1M
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Hev guys. . I'm back! Yeah this time again with ver another diary
enlryv....but let me assure vou it isn't someone s personal life we are going
fo fake o sneak peek into. It's complevely a work of fiction... BEFORE [
START..A MESSAGE. ALL CHARACTERS AND EVENTS ARE
FICTITIOUS. _ANY RESEMBLANCE WITH ANYONE LIVING OR
DEADIS COINCIDENTAL AND DEEPLY REGRETTED!

For starters let us assume a vear has gone by and this (s another entry by
the same character in MYRIAD HUES...so without further ado.. here it
ey

THIRD YEAR
1at 3aNUARY 2006

Yol another year has gone by, Things have changed... people have. .. sidnations and so have 9! § was fust seading
Ehacngh the enivy § made a yeas back and that's when § realiped how great the tanaformation hos been. (U bhis fime fnat
erin 9 s meelly in fove. o dather § thought § was madly in fove. . and today § keow 9 am madly in loee. (What's the
diffenconce in thinking and knowing? § too didn't have an ansoes fo i st maybe lesf swmmen. . but 28 of now § rery
swith whet § hod come fere for. . my degree. a well paid job. .. .and something § didn'f aeally come heve for. .. JANUYA
(thovught § shosld give & name to my chavacters thia fime avonnd). We were like the BES ] FOUPLE that conld have
Been. & feast § thonght 0!

oLiffe swens colorful and wonderful! Both of ws had gol a job in the conntvy capital. .. § was cery happy canas § thonght this
wostld give ua a lof of time logethen. § honeatly Srosght she was the one for me. Bued thon § guoss if waan't xeally moant to
fe.

Foenylhing was going on guide smoothly, Gnd all of a andden my fife went topay fusey. & veny good Prend of mine
sbarnted giving me indicalions Ual she had feelings fon me. § bhied sidetrvacking her signals. § was tolally confused. . on
o dide § had my love (Ll then al feasl § thought she was) and on the othes my closead Priond! Shit! What had § gol
myaelf into...my single greatest rogret at that point of time was hiding my feelings for JANYA from TRAYA (the
Priend 9'm talking about). Had 9 told her probably she wosldn't havs..........ou know! 9 seriously didi't want to hunt
hen! But ) thosght the night thing to do would be o lot her knoiw! s § was pondening JANYE called. 9 told her about the
mesd. She said § always keew she hud foolings for yos €nd then she deopped the bombahell! She said, "SHE HdS
GENMUINE FEELINGS FOR YOU... 9 JHINK YOU SHOULD 50 FORHER'.. 0 couldn't belioe it... § aaid do you
eoen bnow what the hell you fust said? She said yes n then we hung up. (fter the call § sat and wondered why dhe weold
day Awch a thing.. then § aealized that of late we were acfually growing apart. 9 wain't the firal time she wead signaling
she wanted to split up. § had noticed a lof of changes in her attitude towands s, But § didn't roally pay much hesd

Mext weehend § met MAYA. She soomed differont too. We went to the church. . as that's the bost place we like o go when
we ane confused! The poace and quiel gives sea Lime to rowind and come to donms with ounsslves, She weas aitting right
beaide me and praying. § pragod for sbrength to doal with bris aituation Jmﬁmmmmmmymum
| SKHIJAN {if Answering Machine Saying: "911-What is your emenges

Druphn:t By iM'.HlN 5H., Second Yeor
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fhat ske wes crying! § hated to seo hen in feand. .. and thia time sxound i was beeasse of me 40 § hated i eoen more. There
anel then § cavghd hen hand and we lefi the chunch. . . bud one bhing was cordain. . . Shid wasn'l going fe condinue Uhis weay.
9 dropped hen home and thon § wend do the DISTRICT CENIRE. . nuvclod aome Lime to think.. . to contemplats,

(Uften a fof of tunmoil § picked up my coll and gave JANYd a call e spoke at fongth. .. § did moat of the falking. . fiving
Jeor swith muy polloy of queations! dned then § aaked hon the big one. .. "D YOU XOUE MIE? ™ She weas quiet for a while. §
underslood. . and fold her not fo wonry aboet me. .. § was seady for eoerything! Qffes a long pauie she said § DON]
KA, 9 don't know??? (hha! bre S#@°. .. J maan how can gou nol know. .. eibhes gou fooe someons o4 gon don't. 88 as
aimple as that! Grgwoygs § fud my ansoer. St then abill § gave s o week's fime to think ooen Hhe idsne. The weok passed
atned § licln't hean from her. Finally on the weckend § had a brief chat with heh. .. She aaked me what § thought, 9 said §
guiead toe were FRIFNDS and were aliways going do be.. . but that wad i, we were juaf FRIENDS. . nothing monrs,
nobfung feas, Jhat wes it! e officiatly aplil wp. § was devastoated. § wend back home sbraight. . .and confined myaclf to
sy aoem. Jook the week off from wenk. § necded sometime fon introspection. The firal few days wend by anbking. .. but
then avon § gathered myself. 9 wes Jueaday o § still hed 5 days to myself! § decided to do what § foved moat... § took
ouet iy HONDA AU packed my bags and sof ouf to JANPUR with one of sy friencls af break nech pace. Gave fim the
entire scenario, He comforted me and we decided § weaan't going fo wait fon ke fo change hor mind €a i is § am a rery
atubbonn individual...a JAUREAMN o the cors. Tevke my decisions carafully. Bt once § do. thare's no looking back!

e next thing 9 did wea immediately after coming back told MAYA ewerything. Frery damn detail becaias I didn't
want hen to spoil her life. 9 mean JANYA had already played with oun lives. . but § wouldn't let MAYA get pulled in
She told me to take my time and that she was alvaygs theve, § fold hon § s juat ot of a relationship and wain' xeatly
Iooking for anoblen quite yut! Sho scief she loved me oory decnlyy and was going fo weil,

Yuwea taken aback! § mean how cosld angone fove me a0 mickh? Foon iy post dide' dotes fen

oLife was nonmal again. § sejoined work. Frjoying fife to the fullest Partying af weskends. watching movies. Apending
dimng with Prianda! na slowly beed annsly TAN YA was moving oud of my lifs. Soon § soan slopped missing her. She was
HISTORY aa far s §iwas concerned. Wy past. . that § wanted fo forget!

togethen. § gol to know how much ahe loved me. 81 foli greal. Sut al the scme time 9 folt like kicking myaelf. . how could §
sol aee bhis [ope in fe eyeas before. § mean how cowld § be so duwmb. She waa the eloseal angone fud even gof fo me and stilf
9 dicln't see if in hen oyes. (Phat an G55! But now that § knew, § wein't going to lef go. Soon § sealiped § too hod feolings
fon her. § mean wheat § thought was LOUVE was actually FRIFNDSHIP and what § thosught was FRIENDEHIP waa
SOUE! § fornd ey JRUE FOUE in my HEST FRIFND! Neww § hinosw § never seally looed JANUY. § can say that
becanie § neoer fell this way before. Mol even when § was with ker!

(etell fifle ia beastifif again. § am probably the lickiest gug on earth. . do find love and actually wndesatand is e
9 am pery awne she hnd nevor looed anyone obhen than me. § gueds if was nobody's faull. Probably the civcwmalances got
Lhe beller of wa. (e weren'! meand de be! 4 lo why s did il a0l vemaing a myateny. One myateny 0'd rathes nel aee
senfold § guess 9 am neven going to snderatand women! Probably ey are beat loff wn-snderafood!!

i of now. .. §am the happiesf person on sarth,

Oopa! TRAYA ia calling. 9 gol bo go. e are off to the MEW YEAR BASH at PACI IO Cateh you lates!

- SKIIANT I War is God's way of teaching Americans about geography ™ Tl
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< Le clouds sailed past to reveal the glow,

. The beat of time seemed to slow,
i& wind rushed through the swaying trees,

| ) A smooth, cool

s eternal ceiling high,
diamonds, the studded stars,
prevail and haste sparse.

the night shone like noon,
heart-warming light of the moon,
as the world drowned its pace,

| felt rays touch my face.

tains high and valleys deep,
e was like asleep.

big and towns small,
bright captures all.

o
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 Moonlight

figFwmitc angles

SHUBHAMNAN SEN
FIRST YEAR

And sends them away amidst its gleams,
To the magic land of dreams,
Where all can have their wishes true,
Where love is lots and worries few.

To slide away with them | tried,
To give up to the nightly fide,
But each and every time | failed,
My sleeplessness yet prevailed.

So yet again | locked and sought,
The wondrous light of moonbeams wrought,
And | found myself a refugee there,
From the worlds hating glare.

A pair of eyes smiled at the light,
And knew that they were shining bright,
And as the world drowned its pace,

I felt the beams upon my face.

Friendships last when each frend thinks he has a sight superorty over the other ™ ]



Framd =are
W W

o o e § diwd g, Sftrpen o o e T B,
o O 9T HIA TE | et femmsit & s o By
ol o oot feem, A o WY oW W E,
e 4w Am B Bt @i geliel % We 9wt 5w W E)

o1 e w & R, Pheit drek @ & g,
gft T % @ 0 ' ¥ W oge A
A TR B foer & gt g o W,

o = w ¥ & da e o & e e ad

Y ARRI WA ST NS S, oa s o R gerd i,
#rc Bt Rl #r s T A weE B el v
por®t fm ® &8 e, o wr & A T m,
it oo w9 W g boeh o & ¥ gerh et w0

st 6t it qut o, W N gT d e T e,
T = ¥ e fuf, 3w v sz & @ $ wme
o Tt et 6 A, T w wph ¥, ¥ A aw oftefy §
o W E e g% w0 o e A R wd e W )

The early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese
Graphics By : APARANT KAR, Firwt Year




A % T FA 41| A -7 e a5 T e
a, A v a o T o)

1 7 = 190 9 i R o A A i
.. T o 2 i gf A 0w gm T
1| g% § FE wE w29 e i W
varkz = F # A R el @ arr A A e
At 4t 1 o R qErEt & 98, e A e 5 e
A ... AT A 7L, BT A T A 9 AT
T A OF g B T
ﬂmq&rﬁmlmmﬁr{.mmmmm
fgmes ol A mmma,... @
HITH 5 §H TR 9 Gra ¥, w7 e

51 T8 AT TR A

B g 0% el areEaie 0T o) E 9.
Feeram & aftr & &t st o g S-S & ol
7% g8 99 & S 19§ TRt O% e 4,
3T 718 7% | 54 St 8, A0 36 O 8 1. e
T F &% | 5 9 gE..... 9 T o g | S
& fray A 7 4 993 9. ... 59 § 27 60 9 91 e
gy ot 7 Rl @ e A, 98 dest gae g8 9
Freen & =il a0 2y o, 9l g2 ) Al o S d
21 afvval il o gel Baw &) o 39 ot § oo
TE 9w EOdEe a9t av-ae MO e aee
A OF A UF T A A $ Ay we o gl
A E 3 EEL.

‘g Al o FERE A A E 1
| SHIJAN (i

e e
i g o7 39 0 # 327w gur e A e e
T AE g 0 |

G fEuEne @ W mEw W & 4 oA ol f
AT G AF-a T A A ) i eEm
wEeET F8 g e @ A gf ) e a2 i
g 4 | Frares & wed o & S e 4 490
At 41 1998 4% & &, AfT “aftern @7 AEET F W O
feurdiee & o e &R 8 ) a9 g @ o £ A R

. ot 6 st &7 el e (2Ee) i s
F7 72 ¥, ol it 3 ot gl e R B

‘o T | e oo e gE B 4 o R ofi A
I NG T A A Pt & 7 e, w9 e
e # g T P e m e s R § A g
LER

A i 0 T T v e & gew 5% ant v o
it =ite et am | T At ol A A A o,
o= 3 g &) 5 3= B oF A dewr 8% 5 A
HET |

T o A

A
“8 AT A, A 4 A §, %8 Wi A 7

i3 708 A9 B 9 # TE F F FE A gE 99
ER IR AR ER el AR R
AFiE, e A7 W & PE m A s T A
T8 31 dim e e § arm e EEe W O

Some things are better left unread




thieswaite angles

drregr (4) 7 wd e § g &) B e e
R W, g e A H g e g ) B e
i o &3 #i e, A A0 & dew o o g & 0w
T O O {95

i e | e e
#Adg s ad
“ed dra e @ o

‘3l THE e = g P

“A.... T A g A wel R .
A FT T |

T A

“ emy, A § e Ree g
oy, A, A e B A, S A, IR ol g gAn
J:ﬂmﬂqﬁﬁﬂml ?”

Trarem 4 o e g, o e wea @ eR
F 8 e ) Pl B o e A T 2
P gl e & gevet Pt et o1

‘4, T8 AT SR H 1A SRR A R, 58 e
Freard A, Al FET TR 9 e g e, S
57 3 gae we, d 3 7

‘A

‘o, A A O 9T A R

ol 7, T RS P

41 ot e 5T Rt e e v s AR A den.
" T T EE A

‘egrder 7., arEm-av” CgmEnae, P 1
'ﬂwmtm.uﬂmt Bt 9 B 3
T ¥, 77, Y, #a 3 a= ol R 3 v
wmmﬂmn,.ﬂmmmmm

fffem o T, ol FEET - g # AW 9 oA A
R ST O S i | A e S -
aodt & # st 21w o7 8 ot o, A o ey A o#

g T I ... A a e A
Fogar e g% 4 9 g f o, A omam fi A 5w
Bl e wed vive o & ol Prem g3 B ol s F o
FE i 7

-8 HL § et 0 € I wen e o | g A
a1 i fEuEte & i ey @ 5 de e
UEH | T AT A o | B9 ... @) o @
o118 9T A B A e, o e w g
A nionmiahdsrwmd dvm
FAE & THE 0F U7 FE) 02

a7 am @ 99 A, § 9t o T 9 awE de A
g 3 ol o e et 1 e 39 & el 2

B3 97 @ T g@ sl Sdt o7 0% 5T 9y A
FATE A WG AN R} oo w § R
i 1 3 397 0 A A g A s R e
"4 I 7 A o & de #oonan A o I Red
T % g Al o, o B e Ao fE el dn
|t 8§ arm e e 3 oavs A o R 9w de-de
oF T, I A7 o o ) gEe R g A e
gt e aelt o @ & A o o B A, 4
ST AT A R T I TSI 9T 0

HB A9 415 4 5 T

R 11

T T, S A O E & 9 g A

‘v Al qw IR R e, e gl e |

E‘a“? P

o ot il A L, enfer T o A 4L SR




This 15 from the very beginning in dedication to John
Lennon. And it's not because | credit him with teaching
the world to dream, rather it is to fulfil the formality of
making a dedication because | just feli like giving one.
So we were talking about dreams, for those who don't
know where did the dream part suddenly came from, the
title of this post is the beginning of the famous line from
the more famous Lennon song, Imagine; "You may say [
am a dreamer, but | am not the only one..."

Thus coming back to dreams, 1 want to tell vou that this
is not even about dreams in particular, This actually is
about two guys, who dreamed.

It is an engineering college somewhere in the heart of
Himachal Pradesh. Nestled amidst the mighty
Dhauladhars, which has the honor of being one of the
most dominating features on Indian landscape, is a 20
vear old enginesring college. Its hallowed classroom
walls have seen many academic theories being
questioned and proved on the blackboards, while some
more visually interesting but not-so-academic theories
scribbled graphically on the desks.

O either side of the archaic orange and stone academic
block, are the hostels. Boys on one side, Girls on the
other. The meandering road bends just outside the Hostel
boundary walls. And when the evening sun sets into the
grey plimmer scattering orange in the sky, one can
absorb the vanilla sky from the railings of the crumbling
terrace of the Boys hostel.

It is one of these evenings and you can see these two on
the roof, One leans on the banister, supporting his head
on his elbows, the other looks into the horizon at the last
chunk of the dipping sun. The blue has turmed grey,
while the Venus lazily shines on the far side. Light bulbs
start appearing in the village across the river. While the
evening plays its natural symphony, they both talk about
their lives after the BTech. Their lives as they dream it.
Somewhere both of them get animated, their non-
verbals dominating the voices.

“Looks like yesterday. That we came to this college.”

“Time flies like anything. Day after day, we kecp
thinking about our future and before we know it is nght

S HUIAN G
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there, knocking on the doors®

"Yes, that 1s true. So what have vou thought about yvour
future? You still want to do kill your dream?”

"l do not know. It is a very high paying job and it will
afford me all the luxuries of the world.™

Like in many conversations the ebb occurs, and then
there is a sudden sullen silence. It takes time for the
arguments to realise their own folly and slowly sink to
the botiom of cognizance. Then there are hardly any
words. The silence is broken by the trucks that ply on the
road that runs at a perpendicular some 100 meters away
from where they stand.

"But this 15 not your dream. Ask vourself, do you
actually want to doi?"

"Is it really about my dream? Does this world really
allow people to dream? The question is not whether 1
want to do it, but whether I am allowed to do what 1
reallv want to do.”

"Follow your dreams, This is the path of the God. If you
are good enough and persevere you will succeed, No
matter whatever the circumstances are, You are in this
world to serve a purpose. Try to understand it. Look for
signs, the omens. They will tell you when is the nght
time. You are one of the rarest few who have been chosen
by God to carry out his business. Do not lose this
chance”

Below them the mess workers have started laving out the
plates and bowls for the dinner. A night wind has started
blowing, and with it the dry leaves billowing on the
rocftop start their own distorted symphony.

Then one of them looks at the watch and asks the other,
‘Shall we go down?, "What for?” The impasse is broken,
they walk back to the edge and hop to the wing gallery.
Then a strong wind blows and before he knows it he is
there alone. The dreams may have gone to sleep for a
while. But they are there still, waiting for their time. And
hoping that they do not stagnate into being what thew are.
But now i the time for dinner.

Tt isn't homewark unless its due tomarraw S Tl
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Have you ever pondered whar could have been the
importance of Fools" Day (Apreil {56} had there been no
fools!! Interesting guestion perhaps........but no

we are heve, always; and we celebrate it in
onr mwn soile. So what happens when Tifty aivly Toolish
fervent freaks Tock rogether for offering the final
Sarewell to the outgoing final year, that toeo (mind it} on
the auspivious occasion of Foeol's Day? Well....
Read...n"enjoy!!!

It's just like other farewell parties, those which we juniors
throw for our outgoing seniors, (state of
eligibility/domicile matters). Normal goes every thing,
seniors sitting on the central chair, getting bugged by the
juniors (some are exceptionally audacious although); this
is how it goes, presence of the fairer sex essentially matters,
Same questions which are asked every year with a little
scope for innovation; | had enjoyed it last time, for [ was in
first vear then (Bugging the senior gives immense pleasure
to a fresher). And then the clock strikes 7, and soon Il be
reminded how true 15 the shloka, *Yarre Naaryastu
Poojyante, Ramante Tatra Deviah™. Now as the women
folk leave, 'Devbhumi’ turms into Aswbhumi®, this
‘Paradise’ into Hell.

It is 7: 10, and the revolutionary change in the ambience is
guite conspicuous. The harmony that was here 10 minutes
back would not be regained until we leave and give the
Hotel workers a chance to bring it back. And it's
suffocating; how can 4 small exhaust fans compete with
40+ smoke engines with a constant supply of cigareties?
The music, (Spare the word cacophony to be a bt
euphonic), it pierces my ears deep and my brain might have
a tunnel drilled across ome day. And there are rocking
Dancing Demons (add the 3rd D for Drinking), oops, my
state-mates, they would assassinate me once this story is
out!

Sagacity lies in catching a decent senior 1o have some talks
with and avoid getting involved in any hustle and tussle.
Ma, it would not work this time, damn, why do [ still look
like a fresher? Catch me O God before some other person
does!”

“Come here vou and sit!™”
'O, these seniors! | am no longer a 'First Year” who would

' listen to this tone, mind you!' But no words, it's very

volatile out here; so | better follow what is said.”
“¥es Sir”. “Come on, speak about yourself™,
‘I would speak but who hears™

10 minutes, and the person is impressed with his last
sentence being, “1 mistook you as a fresher, sorry vaar,
enjoy”.

"The sofi drinks are prone 1o being adulterated with alcohol.
Better to catch some other decent seniors, they would get
mie going. Yep, here are a few:'

“So, vou're in News again?™ “Me™

“¥es dear, [ heard you are becoming a CC these days.”

“8o, what's wrong in becoming a Cool Chap?™”

And so the banter goes on......

I have got a wrist watch and thank God, it doesn't stop but
so much is lefl to witness. It's a cool final year batch, they
would enjoy to the fullest. "Let the music play! It's not a
*Salman Khan Song' then what do they need to remove their
sharts for'"F! Perhaps it's a way to look cool, or hot, or both
simultaneously. Tempersture gradient gives rise o
current’, so no wonder when they have a bath (minus soap);
I get a shock, More such baths follow, more shocks follow,
‘How true the law is, did Joule give it? Whosoever, | need
not crack another HT-JEE or AIEEE.

“Come on 5ir, let's dance and enjoy™

*So are these juniors! Told them a 100 times 10 adopt the
*first name culture’ but they won't listen. And why on carth
do they find only me to dance. | am neither Drunk nor a
Demon, then why should | Dance with the other two Ds
missing T

“No please vaar, | don't....."”

And next minute [ find myself dancing, trying to dance;
trying to escape actually.

‘Good, the dinner is being served! Finish it off and move.'
But wait and wait, for | won't get more than one piece of
Maan at a time, as doing =0 would violate the "Law of
Diminishing Marginal Unility’. So 1 get a pulsed wave form
of food, discontinuities at periodic intervals!

‘Gireat! Finally, I've had experience of another disastrous
celebration, And this "Paradise’ really looks like a wet hell
with lying around the paper napking, cigarefie boxes,
empty glasses and the bottles which ended up getting
emptied in filling those glasses every time. But who are
these people; they look exceptionally civilized? Oh, they
are the stafl members, perplexed at the sight. Let them be,
who knows they 1oo might enjoy it.'

And | come downstairs to meet Varun Sir who had taken a
refuge there to dine and to survivie.

“How'd you survive in an ambience as hostile as there
upstairs? Do write something about it.” he suggests.
“Just survived™”, | reply laconically and return to my hostel.

IR R Your life is what you make out of your ambitions & accompliShmEnEIINE TN

Gerophizs By - AVIRAL SHARMA, Firat Year
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Few women admit their age. Few men act theirs
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In the heat of July
Under the shade of a ramshackle in a street
There was a secluded old man
dressed in rags, sitting on his feet

His hairs had ripened...

Eyes in the weathered skin had seen many weathers
In the state of reficence,
staring af some thing
on the black tarred rowd in froms of him.
But still feeling the soothing
coolness of shade on his back though,
Drowned in some deep thoughts,

Is he alive or not?

The world is hustling around
Bt he was freezed out
Soon, I saw a mysterious smile on his face.

Being a part of that hustling crowd,
I remember only these things now,
Being a part of that hastling crowd ,
I remember only these things now,




1 GOV
A MAIL

DIPANJAN MAZUMDAR
SECOMND YEAR

It was just another day, the sun rising from the east, the day
opening with the crooning of the rooster, dad coming up to
my bed to wake me up and taking me to another of those
boring morning strolls. Afier returning, [ hurried through
my break fast, put on the computer, and logged myselfinto
the messenger. Internet is something, which has shrunk
domains, brought people closer and given those restless
and desperate souls a means to communicate with equally
excited creatures of the opposite gender. And honestly
speaking, [ am no alien to abstain from this. As 1 was going
through various chat-rooms, and literally scanning the list
for the name of any girl, | chanced to cast my eyes upon
one name, which D wish not to disclose.

As expected, | sent her a message asking her age and
where she belonged, and then started scanning through
the remaining room for more names, without expecting
her reply. To my delight, I could find some other names of
my interest, But, before [ could respond to any of them, in
came her reply. "I'm .....21, from Alaska. Wat abt U
Pretty unexpected, here was a girl asking for my details, [
hurriedly passed her my name, age and location; I do not
myself know how 1 typed those letters so quick and
accurate, fast enough to give Schumi a run for his money,
but I did it. Now it was my tum to carry the conversation
forward. [ started the questionnaire with ber hobbies. She
replied, “My likes include singing in the choir, playing
snooker, reading and traveling”. She asked me about my
likes, my occupation, and my family. | replied that 1 like
music, movies, a bit of sports. ... . | told her that | am
doing my graduation, and my family includes my parents,
my grandma and an elder brother besides me. Then [
asked about her occupation, She replied that she works as
a nurse in a local charitable hospial, She then went on to
enquire about my family members. Thus went the
conversation for a good lot of time. It was already late in
the afternoon, with lunch laid on the table and evervone
waiting for me to tum up at the table. | bade her goodbye,
and asked her when she would show up the next time.
"2morow nite may b”, was her reply. "Gud nite, cya later”.

realized, it is sometime in the night now in Alaska
Anyways, reasoning hardly martters-all that matters is her
waords. .. ....... ] hurried through my lunch and waited for

e — —

Site angles

the next morning.

I was welcomed by a gloomy morning, the next day; [ said
to myself, “Could this be a sont of sign-the day ahead not
going my way -maybe she does not show up on the net. It
kept ramning for a long time, the gloomy day dampened my
spirits but then suddenly it all changed. As the sun peeped
through the thick cover of cloud, 1 could literally feel the
rays lighting up my face. As noon approached, 1 staned
getting a bit anxious. [ put on the computer and signed in,
but could not find her. I almost thought of quitting, but
there appeared her name. Anyone could have noticed the
spark in my eves. The conversation proceeded from where
we had left. I asked her about her hometown. She replied
that she lives in Anchorage, a small-town place in
MNorthern Alaska. She then enquired about my hometown,
my friends and the like. She said that she had to leave, but
put forward an open invitation to visit her place in Alaska.
She then asked for a photograph of mine as well as my
family. It was such a sudden development that 1 was
almost awestruck, it came like a bolt from the blue; here
was a 21 year girl asking for my photograph, right in our
second encounter. | hurriedly mailed her my photo and
anxiously waited for the next day to come. | kept my
fingers crossed and the entire day passed away in
restlessness, The next day, the first thing, which | did, was
open up my mail account, and there it was, her reply. It
was a long mail; it was something like this. ..

Hi here. Hope you are having a great time
there. It was pood o see your family pic with all the
members around. It seemed 1o be a still from a movie,
because | had never ever felt the warmth of living in a
family. From very childhood, | lived with my mother, as
my father left us when | was only three. | moved through
my school years without the care of my father. At the age
of eighteen, [ fell in love with a boy, who lived in the next
lane. He worked as a bartender in one of most famous
casinos in Alaska. Our relationship lasted for about two
years, in which we had our first child. Then it all ended
with our divorce. Presently, 1 live along with my mother
and my daughter. So when you said about your family, |
wis prefty curious to have a look at how a complete family
looks like.

Anyways, thanks for the photograph and keep in touch™,

I was so touched by her reply that the entire idea of her
turning out to be mother of a child skipped my mind
entirely. [t was then | realized why she had been pressing
so much on getting my family pic. This was some two
years back but the memory of that day is still afresh in my
mind. Since that day, we have been very good friends.

EECERT Y M1 Actual Headiine: Man Struck By Lightning Faces Battery Carga s T2
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It is an ancient traveller
An he stoppeth one of three,
“With thy long whire beard and glistening eye,
now wherefore stapp'st thow me?”

“I, with seven other men,
SEVET YOErs aunTy,
stood on a bus-stand
all merry and gay!

T enel this cheerful time,
a rickeny, old HETC arrived
and to our dismay,
halted by our side.

On-board the HRTC,
disgusted and sad,
we survived pits and jerks
and that driver-mad.

“Human Resource Torture Corrier®, cried a lone man,
all angry, disgruntled and cheated
I pulled back my eager-to-leave friends,
to buy for all, vouchers so ill-curse d!

If you're not living on the edge, you are wasting too much space.

Che Rime of Che
Ancient Craveller

With apologies to 5.T.Colendge

'H E DL
SECOND YEAR

While the bus trundled
with sloping seats and tilting side,
the smoke followed free
spreading quickly, deep and wide,

(Soon the engine completely failed!)

We lay forlorn
for howrs i that mode,
as fedle as an ill-painted bus
upan a lonely road.

The smaoke was here, the smoke was there
The smoke was everywhere.
The bus creack'd and groan’d 'm moaned.
For us without a care,

Air, air evenywhere,
And all the lungs did hear;
Air, air everyrhere,
Nor a whiff to breathe.

And every lung through wtter drought,
Was withered at the root;
We could not speak, no more than if
We hae been choked with soor.

Al! Well a-day! What evil looks
had 1 fram old and young!
‘stead of the collar, the voucher
araund my neck was hung'™




Joanne Katherine Rowling is the author of the best
selling Harry Potter series and has taken the world of
fiction by storm. When asked what was it that inspired
her to write the Potter series, the millionaire novelist
replied by sayving that a matured picture of Harry just
came to hermind! The Potter series imitially was tarpeted
to capture the imagination of young minds, but
surprisingly it became just as popular with the older
generation as the younger one. The author has another
feather to add to her literary cap... the word "Muggle'
(meaning non magical people) has recently been added
to the Oxford dictionary. Six books have been written till
date and the fans are eagerly waiting for the seventh one.
The books focus on Harry Potter, an orphan, who lives
with muggles and suddenly discovers that he is no
ordinary boy, but a wizard. The books take vou through
the life of Harry Potter as he meets interesting and
dangerous people as well as creatures. Creatures like
dragons, goblins and elves come o life in this
enchanting and enthralling series. So then, are we, the
students of NITHAM magical wizards or mere
muggles? That remains to be seen. ...

[N

Look before you leap, look back when you break wind!

For the students of NIT Hamirpur, the first train joumey
15 always a memorable one. The would be freshers can
be found thinking pensively aboard the Una- Himachal
express which departs from platform 10, Old Delhi
station at 23 10 hrs, The sophomores, pre-final and final
year students can be found laughing, singing and talking
excitedly about the varied experiences in the holidays. A
similar scenario can be found in the magical world as
well, The Hogwarts express leaves Kings Cross station
at 1000 hrs departing from the magical 9 platform
under similar circumstances. As the Una express comes
to a halt in the quiet, neat and lonely Una station, the
Hogwarts express terminates in Hogsmede.
Refreshments aboard the Hogwarts Express are taken
care of by the witch with the trolley. We NITans |
however have to seitle for Una dhabhas (beware of the
spicy gohi!).The young wizards are transported to the
Hogwarts castle by invisible creatures called thestrals.
Well, the students of NIT need to be contended with cab
drivers playing (ahem') interesting Punjabi songs. It is a
competitive world out there with all of us aiming for the
top. All of us have undergone rigorous examinations to
get into NIT, not 1o mention AIEEE and the tedious
registration process. Students are then allotted various
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branches. All this is taken care of by the sorting hat in the
magical world. Young wizarding minds are sorted into
houses (Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw, and
Slytherin) based upon their capabilities by the talking
sorfing hat. This 15 followed by the grand banguet
consisting of varied dishes, but as NITians, Rajmah
Chawal is our best bet. Albus Dumbledore, the
headmaster of Hogwarts usually delivers the welcoming
speech, This is done by the worthy Director during the
orientation of the freshers. Smudents of Hogwants look
forward to the precious seven years ahead and similarly
the students of NITHAM look forward 1o their
engineering life.

For the first few days (for the freshers), Kailash Boys
Hostel 15 a maze with its mind bogghing hallways and
staircases. One would climb down two flights of stairs
from the ground level and find himself again at level
zero! Same is the case with the young witches and
wizards of Hogwarts who find it difficult to maneuver
through the spiraling stairways and fake doors in the
Hogwarts castle. As the year progresses on. students of
both commumties (magical and muggle) come across
various illuminating and creative characters. There are
also these imaginary swimming pools that exist only in
the NITs' Marauders map and signboards that lead
absolutely nowhere { like the one near juice bar pointing
towards the ‘Library').Surprising, there is a lot of
similarity in the type of teachers in both the worlds, They
usually come in three varieties i.e the good, the bad and
the ugly. From Mad Eve Moodys with affinity towards
pdf files to men with weird suitcases to women who
maove cheese all the time, these people truly transcend
dimensions. These inmates seem to be running the
asylum, As the year progresses, we Come across varous
subjects like the history of magic with extremely boring
teachers. Not to mention the dementors that suck out all
the happiness out of the air, There are also thesc
unforgivable curses. The first one is the Avada Kedavra
(death curse) which translates to getting a year back.
Mext is the Cruciatus curse {a curse that makes vou
suffer a lot) which means a supplementary in a subject,
Finally there is the Imperious curse (a curse that is used
to control people). Well now ... we are indeed restrained
both by our parents as well as out teachers o some
extent.

The students of Hogwarts spend their free time strolling
on the grounds or by taking a quiet walk alongside

fliehwmitc angles

lake (which has a giant squid?}). In the muggle world also
people can be found going for long and pleasurable
walks. A pame called “Quidditch™ is very popular
among the magical community. It is a game in which
everyone fhes on broomsticks such as the "Nimbus 2000
or The Fireboll'. The game has seven players on each
side. It has three chasers, two beaters, one secker and one
keeper. The three chasers constantly pass the 'quafile’
{similar to a Mattened ball) and score |, the two beaters
constantly try knock the players off their brooms. The
keeper has to prevent the chasers from sconng. The
game usually ends when the seeker catches the golden
snitch (a tiny fast flying golden ball) and the team with
more points wins. We the muggles need not get
disappointed. We have Counterstrike to boast about
which 1sa rave in most of the hostels. Its a game in which
two feams (ferronsts and counter terronists) battle it out
between themselves. Each arena has two bomb sites "A’
and 'B° where the terrorists can plant their bomb. It is up
to the counter terrorists to prevent the terrorists from
fulfilling their objeetives by eliminating them. If one is
not earciul hecould be a victim of a dangerous 'headshot!
from interesting characters like "Expect Mercy'! With
varieties of arenas such as the dust, nuke, aztec(just to
name a few) and a wide range of guns like the mitchawk,
maverick, AK4T, counter strike truly is the 'Quiddich’ of
the muggle world. Apart from this, there is also the
Trwizard Tournament (sports meet, Nimbus and Hill
'Ffairyin which students enjoy and participate actively.

Days turn into months and months swiftly into years. A
fresher ends up in the final year before he knows it! lts
time 10 give the O W.Ls{Ordinary Wizarding levels)
and NEWT({Nasty and exhausting wizarding tests)
which translates to placements and interviews which
everyone eventually has to face. Every final year student
certainly wishes that he/she had a 'time turner’ so that
he/she can go back to the past and re-live those glorious
four years of engineering life with his'her friends. Its
time for the young witches and wizards of NIT Hamirpur
to go out to the real world to prove themselves and face
the challenges the world outside throws at us. So then,
are we witches or wizards? After having numerous
magical, wonderful and memorable experiences in the
college, the answer would definitely be YES! We are
indeed witches and wizards with the experience and the
determination to succeed in everything we do. All the
best to all in the magical community (and muggles) out
there, the worlds are ours to conguer!

EECARENIREITT Drinking doesn't solve any problem, but then, neither does mill N 10
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“Dude, I swear...if Mexico wins today, I'll give up
Vodka.” I said looking up at BD. The guy was hardly

listening,

“Feck you. You've been saving that from Kindergarten,
blackole.” Lodde shot at me.

“MNo man, This time, I'm senous, It's like this umbilical
cord that runs through me, Argentina and Bodka. If
‘Tina loses, we all 3 fall.” Evidently, | had been
drinking too much.

“Make a cocktail for me, bro.” 1 asked to no one in
particular,

“Yeah, right! How about | make vou a Molotov

Cocktail to bring you back to your senses?” BD took a
good attempt at humour,

“Hey, what's m a Molotov Cocktal?” 1 asked wvery
innocently.

“Oh! That would be a mix of, let's see... 25% beer, 3%
milk, and 65% Cerelac and 7% of your insides.” BD
gave an 'answer’,

“Are you, serious”” now | was playing his game.

“Of course not you idiot! It's a home made explosive
used to start arson.” Lodde’s 1Q ran into the 4 digits
when he was not in his senses. But on the {lip side, |
was too scared to ask what "arson’ meant.

It was Tony's idea to go watch the FIFA World Cup
Quarter Finals at his Uncle's estate house. 6 guys,
Kingfizher, football and 'Bodka' are always a package
deal: like the 4 legs of a tnpod. 23 minutes after
kickoft, it was still 0-0. Obviously, the TV was getting
out of focus with every passing minute, 1 looked
around for some smokes, Hell, all the packets were
empty. Wasn't that bastard Bogu told to get 6 packs?

o

THIRD YEAR

I leoked around. BD was staring at the fan and smiling
at it. In that comer of the mind reserved for girl fnends,
he was probably making out with her in the loo at
Barista,

“Oye, what's so funny with the fan?” Pavan asked BD.

“1 love her man. . .1 feukin® love her.” BD looked down
and nodded,

“Man, vou know this girl for like 2 weecks. You've
already become her dedicated doormat. 1 mean she's
walking all over vou. And now, you love her? You
obviously need more pot to smoke this shit out of your
rear.” Pavan said. Lodde was rolling on the floor on
hearing this. Pavan continued-"Look at Lodde’s shirt
for that matter. What does it say, huh? LOVE-Loss Of
Virginity Early in life. Don't you ever learn anything,
man?™

It was all getting too boring for me, | had heard this
girlimend bashing before. And frankly, it sucks. |
looked at the TV for some time, The half was almost
OVET.

“Bh-o-ys. Three minutes to go for the half to end. And
guess what's official? | need a Navy Cut RIGHT
NOW." Pavan stood up and made the announcement.

“Your freaking nuts. It's 1:15 in the moming. The
nearest shop 15 3 ks away.” Tony screamed back at
Pavan.

“l give a shit. I'll take my bike and go. Wanna come,
anyone®”

Since no one seemed too inchined to go, | voluntecred.
5 mimutes later, we were riding on the kuccha road on a
Black Pulsar. As the mud tracks met the tar, [ asked

Pavan-"Hey, do you think there might be cops on the
road?™

L SELIAN i Sometime only you can give me what I want... your abséncel R 1Tl
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“Bollocks. They must be too bombed to be at work
now, No warries bro.” Pavan said reassuringly.

At a distance on the road we could vaguely spot a Jeep.
It was the cops.

“Man, what if they catch us. Feuk, we even left the
bike documents in the house and came. And we are
drunk and driving. Shit™ I was praving,

And sure enough, they stopped us. One of the
constables asked us to pull the bike over to the side of
the footpath, The other went inside the jeep, pulled out
a walkie-talkic and started mumbling into it. | could
see Pavan was feeling nervous here.

“Sir, we have caught them.” The constable was saving
into the walkie-talkie. *The bike is also there.”

“What bike? And caught us for what?” [ said to Pavan.
He knew as much as I. The other constable was
looking away from us. Pavan immediately took out his
mobile and dialed Lodde's number.

“Lodde, listen. Cops have caught us. The bike
documents are on the fridge. Get them and reach near
the Temple Arch soon. Or else we guys are screwed.”
Pavan whispered hurriedly.

The constable stood there looking at us. We were too
nervous o go up to him and open our alcohol-laden
mouths. Nor did he say a word to us. 5 minutes went
too slow. Finally, we could see the head light of Bogu's
Black Pulsar. I heaved a sigh of relief. At least the
documents had come now, Bogu and Lodde stooped
their bike right in front of us, took out the documents
from the cover and gave it to Pavan.

Suddenly, the constable who had been on the walkie-
talkie walked up to us and produced two handcuffs.
And all 4 of us were rounded up.

O the way 1o the Police Station, sitting at the back of
the jeep, | looked at Lodde's face. He was puzzled way
beyond human reason. All they had done was come to
the rescue of their friends with some stupid bike
documents. And now, all 4 of us were riding to jail.
What the hell was going on? The constables wouldn't
answer. The mute dummies just drove.

“Sir, we caught these 4 guys with 2 black Pulsars. It's
definitely somebody amongst them™, the constable told
the inspector as he lined us up.

“Tell me who did it and I'll be nice to you. Mess
around with me and you'll become dog food. Bastards,
tell me who did it™ the Inspector thundered at us.

We kept our heads down without understanding what
was going on, but knowing for sure that trouble was
just around the comer. It seemed like 4 different
thieves had broken into a house at the same time.

Mustering all energy | could | looked up at the
Inspector and said-"Sir, there's been a mistake. We
haven't done anything. We are software engineers
working at IT Park. We have no idea what you're
talking about.”

“Shut up, Son-of-a-bang. Tell me which of you two
raped the girl? the Inspector screamed again,

WHAT?™ It was gefting crazy. “Sir, we have no idea
what you want from us. We don't know of any rape, We
can show our ID cards. There's obviously been a
mistake.” Lodde was pleading.

After some persuasion, he saw light, Pavan called on
Tony to get the 1D Cards from the estate house,

15 minutes later, a confused Tony walked into the
Police station with the ID Cards. We were released
from the whole mess. The Inspector apologized to us
and explained the whole confusion: earlier that
evening, a girl had been raped near the place where we
were caught. Ewvewitnesses had seen 2 boys speed
away on a black Pulsar. Unforunately, we were also 2
boys on a black Pulsar twice over.

As we were walking away from the craziest experience
of our lives towards our bikes, [ looked at Pavan and
said-"Tsn't it funny? We got caught and had no
documents. Then they could have booked us for
drunken driving, in which case vou would have lost
vour license. Shit. what a close shave that was!"

Pavan smiled back at me and said, “Do vou want to
know what a closer shave is? He took out a packet of
grass from his back pocket. My tongue almost fell out.

RPN IS Surprise me 1! Say something smart. N TTH
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Calling a spade, a spade can do much harm than
it can do well to you. But this does not always
hold true. At times choosing to be unequivocal
eventually helps in making the picture clear
Walking on the lines that [ have paved for
myself, let me at the very outset inform you that
the ideas expressed in the paragraphs to follow
might be offensive to some. Now not wasting
any more time in beating behind the bush, let the
devil be out of the Pandora's Box.

Graffiti..... ves you heard it right It is graffiti
that we have on the desk. Desks are an essential
part of any classroom (A classroom, is taken to
be a boring place; a close box where all our
ideas arc destined to dic in need of oxygen . The
unlikely teachers with their morbund style of
teaching make the classroom an unbearable
place for the 2-3 hrs that we are there. However
there exist certain things which act as an
antidote to the ethereal environment of the
classroom Mo, its not girls that [ am talking
about, not even the hustle outside the window. Tt
is desk graffiti, L.e. writings or drawings on a
surface in a public place Just have a look at the
following lines and you will come to know what
itis ...

Diin dhal jaaye par,

Class MNa jaave,

Samajh kuch Na aave,

Auwrsir likhe jaave.

Class me humne sab kuch chhoda,
Aise hue badnaam

Sir humse, hum unse pareshan
HOD hai hairan

Ajiise me sirf cigarette vaad aave.
Dvin dhal jaaye par class Na jaaye...

A close look at these funny but candid
revelations can give vou an insight into the
feclings of students towards their teachers and
classroom Like the following line clearly
explains the mood of the class.

PRASHANT

SECOND YEAR “Prof————-nceds to choose the wvia-Agra
route,”

 SHRLUJAN- | ations, dig deeper. 119 |
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Certainly this line has got little to do with the virility of the teacher, rather it signifies the impotency of his ideas and
puts a question mark over his teacher hood. Describing “Head of Department™ as “Headache of Department™ tells
how popular a particular HOD 15 among his students,

Mow read this “Classroom is a concentration camp™

The denotative meaning says that a classroom is a place where one is expected to be attentive towards what ever his
teacher is teaching. But actually, these three words convey a different message. For the students, classroom is a place,
where our imaginations are restricted; our freedom put behind bars and is analogous to the condition of Jews in a
NAZI concentration camp,

Moving over from classrooms to another vulnerable section girls, Afier going through the scraps written on the
desks, it will be right to say that graffiti is not considered to be complete if it doesn't contain tantalizing comments
directed to the fairer sex, With the hope that girls would forgive me, for it is not Twho says that . ...

“Men are from mars, women are from PGH™

“TajMahal - A man's greatest erection for a woman™

Well these are just a few, and 1 dare not mention the bold ones as it would result in a fanwa issued in my name from the
holy PGH shrine.

After girls, it 15 love which dominates the writing fable, People find it safer to put their amorous nuances on the
benches, without leaving behind a trail of who they are. Those who do this are either "fattus ‘or their aim is to malign
someone ¢lse’s name. Then there are those who believe that someday maybe their dream girl sees it and he can thus
win her love. Such messages often bear the name of those to whom it is addressed to. Some of these love stains are ...

“Love is SNCL-4 (read essential for) life™
“Loveis eternal™
“I love her but she loves someone else”

Then there are some miscellaneous write ups which don't fall under a particular category .They deal with general
perceptions, melancholy hues, and a vaniety of other moods. These belong to people who enjoy a sense of superionity
as they don't become a part of the ongoing brickbats. They usually don't write one liners, rather a full paragraph and
even these are taken from different sources. Fore.g.

“Life it seems to fade away,
Drifting further evervday,
Cetting lost within myself,
Nothing matters, no one else,
1 have lost the will to live,
Simply nothing more to give,
MNeed the end to set me free,”™

Now before we part ways, here are some words of wisdom:

“Please dont scribble on the desk™. { it is actually a gratfiti on one of the desks)

AW PN R 1S To succeed in politics, it is often necessary to rise above youlF prRGRIESIIINE TN




|Bill, Larry, Sergey and Murthy are among the few
who have exemplified this cult that's growing at rate
faster tham the much talked about Indian GDP.
Here's a lighter look at an oft-plagiarized Indian
version of the tale.|

PRELOGUE:

India’s obsession with degrees 15 well known the world
owver. If vou were to stand on a street corner and throw a
stone, chances are a little over 13.6 {(after much
calculation) out of 10 that it would hit a person with the
letters next to his name. Stats may seldom fail to
impress, but how would you possibly break down the
‘technical + business knowledge' mantra of the new
millennium?

An [Tan friend of mine openly declares- “T'm
technically challenged.” To say the very least, there are
plenty of these 'differently abled fish swimming back
and forth in the technical pool. But then, the only fish
that do swim with the flow of the stream are the dead
ones! We have arnved from hding, the TCs ( Techmically
Challenged) cry out loud. The cult is growing, and a
commumity on the Orkut web site 15 the proof. The time
is probably ripe for the Indian Government to issue
licenses to start ‘institutes of technology for the
technically challenged’. These institutes would not need
labs, obviously. The sole requirements would be
classrooms, a few dispersed chalks and yes, MBA
aspirants ( Beer and Business Administrators alike ) to fill
up the benches. Like any other disease, TC also comes
with its set of symptoms, S0 who do you think yvou are?

1 Youknow the types of brakes, parts of a brake, are
a mechanical engineer, the composition of the
brake material and the forces acting on the brake
pads. But when vou sit on a bike, you guess
between the front and the rear brakes.

2} You think that The Tower of Hanoi is a tower in
Hanoi (Courtesy: Microsoft)

1)  As an electrical engineer vou can draw and label
circuit diagrams faster than current can flow
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through it. You pick up the phone and call the electrician
to fix the geyser.

4)  Youclassify chips as junk food.

Dug to constroints in space, we have withheld any
further instances. For the complete list of the 4267
disabilities, refer Volumes 3 and 4 of Eggs in a Nuishell.
[In case vou answered 'ves' to any of the above 4
instances, please make a bold assumption that you could
be classifiedaTC.]

EPILOGUE;

The new age investment banker is truly a jack-of-all-
trades. He is not only in the top 2% of the MBA entrance
exam crackers; he also features in the top 50% of the
enginecring entrance exam crackers. A beer guzzling
globe trotting fella, he boasts of a 4 yr vacation he took
when the wind blew him through the technical course,
Sadly so, that didn't happen in business studies, he
admits. While he conditioned himself to talk to lathes
and computers while on vacation, what came as a rude
awakening was that business required talking 1o people!
Our man can also be seen living in a swanky 3-bed room
apartment {fully fumnished with an Air Conditioner),
wears Jockey inners and Nike outers, owns an American
Express and drives around in a Ford. After a couple of
years of hard work, the technically baked business pie is
ready to lay rubber on the tarmac for the next 35 vears. A
hop, skip and a jump away to the next big paycheck
{with the tax deductions in mind), our man has
successfully combined obsolete and irrelevant technical
knowledge with business know how. The Great Indian
Corporate Czar is in the making (breaking).

Elsewhere, at the Daimler Chrysler headquarters in
Germany, a man in his 30s is hard at work on the Merc
SL 600. Further insight reveals he is a PhD. in Fuel
Injection Systems. “As a PhD, don't vou find it rather
bizarre working in a garage™, we ask.

“I wanted to work in this garage. So | hadtodoa Ph. D.”
he says with a smile, in his heavy German accent,

Monday is an awful way to spend 1/7th of your life
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A for Apple
B for Ball
C forCat

Apple for
Ball for

Remember those good ol days when yvour parents used
to sing A, B, C into your ears. You gared at them in
wonder at how sweet and shon this world is, Fast
forward into today, you are awestruck at how distorted
these words have become. This Abb (abbreviations-hy
now vou must be used to this) world, | prefer to call it so
not because it reflects a change. Seniously, do vou feel
that this in any way is related to community service
programmes going around you? [If “yes!” great and if
you say “no!”-that's trouble big time because you may
be in for a PIL from a neighborhood NGO since
CHANGE stands for

Communities Helping All Neighbors Gain
Empowerment. For some who do not buy the idea, the
site-www.acronymmatic.com 15 a chck away, For
further queries 1 am all yours. Now, my layman needs
company. Actually, he is my friend but since he is
oblivious to the Abb world. I call him that way. He often
tinds himself in a sea of words with letters plucked out
from them. Last night he was watching NDTV and while
India and Pakistan were at war, layman had his own set
ol innocent problems,

Take a look “India and Pakistan are focusing their
attention on CBMs™. CBM? Oh! Yes Confidence
Building Measures. However, going by the latest edition
of Malayalam Manorama yearbook 2006 CBM mcans
Continental Ballistic Missile. God save poor layman!
You know it, that even if the two nations do not fire a
bullet at each other, still my layman would be killed by
this crossfire of deadly short forms. Unbelievably,

| SHLIAN )5

Love is SnCl-4 life.

abbreviations and short forms now run in our blood like
oxygen. They are everywhere in our homes, offices,
schools, hospitals, Dec for doctors, stud for students.
You go deeper and the list goes endless, Now [ am not
that old-fashioned bloke who believes in doing things
the hard way, but hang on a second how miserable it can
make the life of my layman.

APPLE- Ariane Passenger Pay Load Experiment

CAT- Common Aptitude Test

TIME- Triumphant Institute of Management Education
SAT- Scholastic Aptitude Test

MAT- Management Aptitude Test

GATE-Graduate Admission Test For Engineers

While all these terms in their implicit forms may be
proud entrants into any class | book, it leaves layman
scratching his head. The simplest of words have entered
the devil world of abbreviations and with RAW, PIN,
PAN, TIN (used to be a local mafia in my ex-city
Rourkela) it becomes difficult to differentiate a cutlery
set from a research agency! Or an account number for
that matter. Even as | look horrified at the world turming
around me into a pack of acronyms, an idea strikes me
like a bolt out of the sky. How about a patent for an
abbreviated word? A central agency would be
responsible for protecting the rnghts of abb, Any person,
institution, corporate house will have to file a patent
before they can officially use their desired short forms,

While this mindless mockery of short forms continues,
my mind races back to the layman. My god! I left him
there amidst an ocean of penlous words, which come
with a “don’t mess with me” attitude, What if he lands in
some trouble and people tell him to give an SO87 And
suppose he meets an accident, and they talk of AIIMS
{aims). How will he know whether it is a hospital or is he

Grophics By : APRANT KAR First Year




going to be shot? You see my layman does strange things
but he fails to realize that people around him have grown
stranger. As [ break my head on the possible and
impossible solutions of this multi-dimensional problem,
another chord strikes in my cortex. Why not have a
statutory waming attached to every short form. We
could categorize the waming into different levels 1, 11,
IIL.. .50 on depending on the places in which they are
used. Say for e.g-RAW, IB.IISC.PMO.ISI belong to
the highest level II1 i.e. are to be used strictly within the
govt. domain and if used in public must always be in
expanded form be it in print media or news channels. So
no more CBMs remember? Next comes the so-called
jargons like CAT, MAT, GMAT (do not mustake it for
some sort of G-force mat ) that ought to be spoken only in
student domain. These will be classified as level I1.
Layman beware! Since in such cases even a 90%
accuracy gets you nowhere.

Last comes the level | offence-the most crucial one!
Simply because the words here are extremely
commonplace and hence we need to throw caution to the
winds. For this, we require practice and more practice.

Here are a few tips to help you achieve perfection. So,
whenever you say APPLE the MNC make sure there
are no apples around! Likewise when you mean good ol’
sweet red apple, make sure the guy you are talking to has
no relation whatsoever with the big software giant

Failing so0, it may attract a penalty or a fine, Also CAT is
to be used only when vou or vour listener has no pet cat
of his own or still better hates to talk about it, so that he
gets it in one go as the Common Admission Test for top
B-schools of India. Mow all this involves a lot of
thinking and one needs to be good at excluding possible
meanmgs keeping in mind the end user, s place and the
circumstances. As if to justify my perceived threat that
these perilous words possess to humanity, while writing
this article | came across a news report which claimed
that Bob Marley- a famous Jamaican reggae singer cum
poet cum human rights activist reportedly purchased a
BMW (one of the most expensive cars in the world).
When asked the reason he politely said- "BMW means
Bob Marley Wiler!™ That it expands to Bavarian Motor
Works is another matter,

THE RACE AGAINST SCHUMI

PRASHAMNT NATH ENDLEY, Second Year

The stadivm was full. The disco lights were flashing on and off. The audience was loud and cheerful. It was a moonless, dark sky.
Evervbody's eyes were fixed on the fibreglass stadium. The camera jecps were all ready. Everybody was awaiting the
JET.SET..GO!N shout.

Soon, the much awated drivers, arrived on the track, followed by bright spotlights. Some big shots were Michael Shoemaker,
Chnistopher Christie, Ayerton Cinna, Valentine Rose, Marayanan Karthikeyan, Rimi Karkkonen and Rubens Barryhello. The
boisterous crowd greeted all the players enthusiastically

Soon, all the seven vehicles were aligned at the starting point. The marshal's hand was in the air, the drivers', sweating on their
handles. The faces of the players pcn;pin:d mn their reflections on the fibreglass floor. Their helmets” blaze blinded the sudience.

BANG! The mstol's shot echoed in the stadium. All the axles started rotating. Shoemaker, on his aerodynamic machine
developed by Ferran, took a giant leap and started leading the group. Christopher was following him clogely.In their seventh
kilometre, everybody was driving slowly. During this time, Chnstopher overtook Schumi and a loud applause followed

Suddenly, his left tyre burst and his speed became slower and slower. At every other moment, somebody overtook him. Finally,
he lagged behind by several laps. Everything was shattered the tyre, the rim, the spokes, but his determination wisn't,

Soon, he took a pit stop. The wheel was replaced and some glucose was pumped imto his mouth. Filled with determination, stuffed
with glucose, he began again, By now his opponents were about two kilometers ahead of him. He did not give up, He whole-
heartedly put in his best end worked hard.

He overcame all the hurdles- mud-hills, shallow waters, steep tumns and also the boo's from the audience. ;
In this way, he persisted and overtook almost everybody and tinished in the second position- to be beaten only by Schumi.

Christopher received the Silver Medal and a certificate from the President of India, There were bruises on his body and tears on
his cheeks.

The certificate read-
This ix to certify that Christopher Christie , 48, representing INDIA | hax wen the Silver Medal in the first and the last ever,
extreme tervatn, 20 Km wheelchair race, as a poartof the Hamirpare Ohanpics-2 1510,

L SHLUJAN [IF Always try to be modest, and then be proud of it! N
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VARUN WALIA, Third Year

Why do women lic about their age? Well.... 1 have to
confess that | never understand the fuss about age. |
miean its just a number which says very less about, infact
nothing about you, S0 why do women feel so obhiged 1o
lie about their age. Once they have crossed the magic
barrier of 30, it becomes mandatory to shave a few vears
ofT their real age. Now in my mind this made more sense
to (20-30-40) ke vour pick, vou can be anywhere
between those numbers and have people acclaim how
great you looked, then pretend to be a decade younger
and have them raise evebrows even more higher and
complement you and vou say “OH REALLY™ Am | still
young and beautiful.

But my entire perspective on this
changed after one dinner party.
Actually it was my cousin's B'day
bash. so it was more of drinks and
some fool tapping numbers. The
vibe was on, people kept switching
theirs partners. | happened to
dance with a lady who was double
my age. She danced oo fast and
oo good for her age. She was
simply glamorous. We did get
really well along until | popped up
the subject of birthdays. Hers was
due shortly and as surely as night
follows the day, the inevitable-
million dollar question popped up.
“So how old are you going to be
Without missing a beat, she shot
back. Mobody showed the slightest sign of surpnise at the
blatant he, even as my mouth fell in astonishment.
Seeing my expression, a8 | am nol comfortable
displaying my true feelings, she felt obliged 1o offer an
explanation. | mamed very voung™ She said very
softly and sweetly.

As | struggled to lift my jaw out of the soup into which it
has fallen in abject amazement. 1 was tempted to ask
“And what age was that? twelve?” in a rare show of
manner , | tried to digest but | could not help wonder why
every socialite of certain age claims to have married at
17, And even if that makes her 45 and counting, she will
still ever admitto 35 | As | looked around the table 1o see
why nobody else had reacted like me, | realized that
there was a good enough reason for this. Clearly
everybody expected ber 1o lie and were now mentally
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adding a decade to her declared age and arrive to a
realistic number. But that dinner party also gol me
thinking about why so many of us are in denial about our
age. Frankly, everybody we met in social contacts or
elsewhere will know in a year or two how old we are.
And yet, we all have done it at some point or other. My
own view 15 that most of us don't really feel our
biological age. We may see a 25 something gazing back
at us in the mirror. But we believe at some level that the
mirror doesn't reflect our true age which is sweet 16 or
something, Now for 40 something the mirror should
reflect 20 -something.

However, if we can convey this
illusion by applying anti-ageing
cream or exercising obsessively,
then why admit the truth? If, as the
saying goes, vou are only as old as
vou feel, then most of us haven't hit
20 yet. On a more subconscious
level age has some less than
flantening connotation for all of us.
We associate 30 with letting go of
our youthful indiscretions, 40
brings with it intimation of middle
age, greving and thinning hair, not
to mention the aches and pains. 50
makes us feel that we have tumed
into our parents. As for 60 and 70,
to tell you the truth 1 faint just at the
thought of getting there some day.
But look around you, these days 30 something looks
fabulous in short skirts and tight T-shirts as they set the
dance floor aflame with their moves, 40- Something
may have grown up kids but they haven't degenerated
into wobhbly aunties and uncles either. And 50 no longer
signals the advent of old age.

Monetheless, these outdated images remain embedded
in our minds, so how could we possibly admit being
200307400 507

Especially when those around us are adding and
subtracting ona few years for good measures?

Well for my part. | have the perfect answer 7 1 am a
college going guy. And which year? Oh! Well ...... that
hardly matters.

Some people just never learn. B 128 |
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“Baurailey ka re Jadua (hey Jaadu are you going
insane)?! Efna sentianey ka jorooral nahin hai (you
don't have to get so sentimental).Are tami tham ke
kaam lo aur examwa dedo (have patience and take the
exam ). Ekdum mifaj-e-bhutia gayva hai jee (1 am upset
with i).”

An inculcated grammarian may scorn at such an
outrageous betrayal of Hindi Language but a typical
Bihari will find it passionate to aver them in
flamboyance. For them, the funnier they are, the better
their adaptability is into their peerless lingua franca.

Over the years, Biharis have invented a language,
which has an unmistakable stamp of their own. Even
Bollywood has often taken liberal helpings of this local
lingo for instant comedy. Actors like Amitabh
Bachchan, Govinda, Ajay Devgan and many others
owe their popularity to the street linguists of Bihar.
Nearly all villains, dacoits (rem. Gabbar) and corrupt
politicians (e.g. Sadhu Yadav of Gangajal fame) are
rendered incomplete without the indispensable
sweetness in their tongue pitted against their vicious
character.

There was a time when use of this lingo was thought to
be a franchise of street-wallahs and devious
demagogues. All that, however, is outmoded, now
Bihari Boli is in vernacular not only in the vindictive
verbose of Bollywood willains but also on the
countrywide campuses of prestigious universities.
Waords like harbaraye (hurried), garbaraye (faulty),
bargalaye (fallacy), thartharaye (shivering) and
dhanmanaye (unbalanced) which would have sounded
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Gireek to outsiders earlier are now ubiquitous on many
maouths.

This language also has more onomatopoeic words than
probably any other. Phrases like fapak se, gapak se,
and jhapak se can be understood by Listening to their
phonetic  sounds. Sarcasms laced with double
entendres like “tanaka”, “babaal”, “tanch”, “sitthi"
and “ledh” denoting the varying degree of a girl's
beauty and sex appeal can be heard not only in Pama
University colleges but also in faraway NIT Hamirpur
Campus. These words are peculiar in a sense that only
their phonetic sounds will reveal the magnitude of
information which they carry with them. Just have a
try... “kya tamaka maal hai yaar!!! Sahiye mein,
magar uske saathey waali ta ekdum ledh hai” (Do we
need explain this in English. mahi nalll)

Peaple's names should not be verbs or adjectives.

Grophics By : APRANT KAR, First Year




the write angles

Apart from the lingo they have their very own
numerology which is as popular and ancient as Bihar
herself. Start counting with a-ge, duge, feenge and
chaartho.. Blah blah. So, “copy sarka do (pass on the
copy)”."batti buta do (put out the lights)","chhokri ko
harka do (bamboozle the girl)."burbak kahin ka (vou
stupid fellow!)". “hum to biga gaye (1 was thrown
out)” and “Hum to huan thebe kive the (1 was very
much there)” are some of the expressions which have
vociferously vindicated their vocal value. They are just
as much sweet or harsh as the meaning they denote, IF
emotion 15 in hyperbole, use Bihan Boli.

Similarly, coinages like batiyaye (chatted) dhakipaye
(shoved) mukipaye (punched), and lariyaye (kicked)
are the current rage. Hivan (here), huan (there), kahe
(why), emme (this way) and enne (that way) are some
of other typical words, which are spoken rather
unflappably by so-called educated loi even in the
Stales.

One, therefore, does not get surprised if one hears
tanikke for little, mimman for good, anher for
darkness and emjor for lights. For them, colloguial
language need not be tied o any narmow rules.
Skeptical in using the proper names they are solemn in
using the sobriguets. Anish automatically becomes
Anishwa, Anand tums into Anandwa, Rajeev into
Rajeebba, Milan into Milanwa and Shatrughna at best
into Satrohna. This hodgepodge of all Bihan dialects
has also drooped new terms for human anatomy which
would bewilder an FRCP if he were to land here
stragght from Edinburgh. “Dakfer saheh deh ameth
raha hai.” (See, | don't have proper translation for this
feehng. It's something like body ache. That's the best
about Biharni Boli. It's just so close to your heart.).
“Ham lapak ke jaa rahe the ki ongree mochraa gaya”
(1 was pacing onwards when my finger got twisted).
Here we have gor for legs, moori for head, ongree for
finger, thor for lips and Kepar implies forehead.

Apart from the hingo the luaidity with which it is
spoken summons an astounding amount of attention.
“Bahar jaate wagt kewadi ke kheech ke bhidkana.”
(See the force in word bhidkana which is missed in
pushing). Well for their love for chilies, A Bihari Babu
in the dhaba asks the waiter “tani sa namak aur do
tho kacha marchai le aana™ (bring a bit of salt and

two green chilies) A very hybnd clan of Biharis is
coming up i.c. NRBs (Non Residemt Biharis), who
bound 10 adopt the lingo of their place of study/work
often end up having a metamorphosed lingua.

“Humko mera copy do”((himme my copy); “main fo
Ehusiye nahin payaharkuchh bheed thi™ (1 could not
enter, it was so crowded).So the no of versions of this
lingo is perpeual. .. uitariva Bihari, dakhiniyva Bihari,
kashmiria Bihari, patania Bihari, assamia Bihari,
calcana Bihan and in the years o ¢come amnkan
Bihari, Aphrican Bihari, jarmania Bihari ete. Al times
when a non bihari meets them, he/she takes a poke at
them by trying to talk in their lingo ka ho bihan babu
kaisan hain.' One thing is out for sure, this sweet lingo
is gradually making an entry into all the regional
languages of India.

There are Bihari words which might not be substituted
by a single word in English e.g. jutha': (some part left
after cating or drinking some part). ‘fokre': you also,
‘bhambhor': this is to refer to the state you are in when
u have been bitten all night by mosquitoes thrice their
normal size...

From time imimemaonial Biharis bear majestic love for
the word “fam™ (we), Even a lone person calls himself
"hum' (one explanation is generally one Bihari is
equivalent to so many others that they are never
actually singular . ever heard ek bikhari sab pe
bharf') Biharis are benighted harbinger of equality of
masculinity and femininity. There is no gender sense in
Bihari Boli. Both are treated equally. Just see this:
“kahan joadt hata?" compared to “kahan ja rahi'raha
ho™" or for that case “wa kaun hai?” pitted against
“who is he/she?™”

‘To kaisan raha expeeriens' (there is no s, sh, or
whatever in Bihar We don't deliberately complicate
simple things on name of language). It is the richness
of this language that it supports some new concepts.
And it has no restrictions. And those (particularly girls)
who watch 'Jab Love Hua, Kya Gajab Hua' on ZEE TV
love "Bhola' just for the cute way he speaks (no awards
for the correct puess about his dialect). And yes its
popularity is breaking barriers everyday. Teengo
cheers for Bihan Boli.

You can always get more with a kind word and a 2-by-4 than with just a kind word.
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The Fourth Angles

We wanted an angle to denote
the complicated feelings that
we have sometimes, Like those
of walking in rain, waiting for
an unknown phone call efec.
they are at the same time
sweet, silly and bitter as well.
These complex sitvations are
not rare but mathematics has
its inherent limitations as it
deals with precision while we
deal with unbalance. So we
discovered our own angle and
simply called it 'the fourth
angle'.
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The Blue Letter

I Came, We S5aw, She Conquered !
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The Reality of Fakeness




BEST STORY ENGLISH

THE LOST WAVE

1 saw her after so many months while ascending into
the bus. She descended from the same bus but didnt
notice me, With the same feelings for her in my heart
I sat on my favourite seat and watched her
expressionlessly fading away with her eves dug onto
the muddy ground. It all seems to have happened a
few days agn. With the movement of bus, started the
spinning of the yvarn of thoughts. Right from the
beginning, each scene arrived and sea of those lost
waves started encircling my whole-being.

That evening as usual, was marked with the cheers of the
same familiar and mischicvous bunch of boys who
walked in to Rahat Cafe for calming down the dancing
rats of their stomachs. | was also among them, finding a
great difficulty to walk with such burdened stomachs
full of fast food. And my mates! | couldn't make out how
they were able to laugh and walk with such an ease.
Anvhow, | was trying to match with both- their speed
and their laughter.

As we entered our institute campus, we all were dons
now-covering the whole road and walking with
broadened chests. | was also trying to imitate “The Trend
Setters”. Wherever they walked, the heads wmed
towards them. They were behaving naturally but a newly
entered face was no more in his wits. Yes, since [ joined
them one week ago, | was out of my wits. Who doesn't
like to be The Hero'!

They were trying a number of tricks to impress the
crowd roaming on the road and snooping out through the
windows of their hostel rooms. One of us removed his
cap and ‘ploughed’ his long hair with his ning-laden
fingers. The other two took a notice of him and fook out
their new camera mobiles. And rest two wore the model-
type expressions to get them photographed. | had no idea
that what a hero should do when such situation is
encountered. | didn't have those long hairs or the ring -
bracelet laden hands. And my mobile.....! It was 19"
century mobile. What to talk of camera, [ didn't use it
even as a watch to see time. Lastly, | didn't have model-
like looks too, so that | could even try to pose in front of
camera. There was no option left than pretending to
observe the dogs fighting on the road at some distance
for a piece of bread outside the dustbin of the juice-bar.

The dogs were creating much of sharmp-pitched noise. As
we went past them, another kind of voice confused me.
As if someonce was calling us from back. But the colours
of fakeness were running in my veins and making my

God is real unless dedlared integer
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blood duller in colour. 1 ignored it. The voice became
louder and recognizable. It was a feminine voice which
confused with dogs. | turmed back to see with curiosity
but as [ saw her, my face expression became very
disrespectful. 1 ignored but she
continued.................... 1o divert my attention from
the leisurely laughter and fun!!! So easily, some people
give more respect to dogs because the excuse they
have is that they are animals. There are people in
their view who are really worse than dogs!

Her only fault was that she was a woman from the slums
which had taken refuge just outside our campus, and
which, according to us, blotted the very entrance to our
beautiful campus, 1 treated her so because | was
walking with the heroes! 1 disliked those people
otherwise also, but not worse than dogs!

She managed to overtake us at last. A forty plus woman,
squint eyes, dark complexion, red scarf on her head
which had turned to dull black and face. . ..as helpless as
a rabbit may have been in the clutches of a lion. She
wiped off her tears and managed to say with burdened
throat,

“Babuji, Babuji !! You call him Bardi, Bardi. Do yvou
know him?™" and folded her hands, “He has taken 800
rupees from me in exchange of his mobile phone. The
mobile is not working and my son is not eating anything
and......" She didn't know what she was saying. Infact
she knew what she was saving but was not aware of
the inhuman persons to whom she was saying.

“Leave away this woman yaar. You continue what
happened next!” one of us spoke oul. They suppressed a
helpless voice for their gossip!

She fell to the feet of our leader.

“What are you doing? Do you have enough money to
eat? Living in shums and standards of nawabs! What can
we do if your son is not eating anything? We understand
vour styles of begging!! " And our leader was all set to
abuse the poor, helpless mother. But lintervened.,

“Leave her to me friend. Why do you waste your energy
in conversation with these small people™ | was not
actually interested in knowing about her,

But | saw a group of some juniors coming lowards me.
So it sounded a very precious opportunity to impress
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them with some hints of my generosity and benevolence
towards poor people. (Mere presence of some special
groups make some people far good hearted than they
may ever (even) pretend to bel)

1 slowly asked her, “'What happened to you?"

“We are poor people Babuji. What will you rich people
do with our money camed with blood and sweat? We
don't have any wishes to have mobiles but my son was
adamant on it. He 15 small naa. [ collected some rupees
everyday and managed to collect 1000 rupees in one
year. And one day that fellow, “Bardi”, saw him crying
when we were working on the road outside your
‘guarters’ and......", the word "Bardi' made her throat
still heavier and stopped her from speaking.

The special group was now quite close to me, “Don't
worry “aunty'™, 1 said loudly, “T will do everything
alright. And have faith in God.” (Such out-of-meaning
dialogues do come out in a loud voice when we start
treating the life as a drama. And some people totally
change to very helping, affectionate and religious
persons in such scenes of this “drama called life™.)

“He said that he will help us and give us his old mobile
phone for Rs. 800 because he urgently needed money. So
1 gave him the money. And it didn't work. Ramlal took it
to the mechanic but he savs it won't work."”

The special group was now out of “the audible range”™,
So, I finally came in my actual colour.

“Wait for a minute. You know you are so much poor and
come from far away to work in our state. Why do you try
to have something which 15 out of your reach? And
second thing, how can yvou give your collection of one
year 1o a person whom you don't know? You don't have
proper food to eat, proper clothes or even a proper
shelter to hide your heads and your dreams extend
beyond the sky! Can't you slap your son when he keeps
such a nonsense demand in front of vou?"

Her tears imtensified and she could not resist herself
from crying loudly, She couldn’t stand even and sat on
the road. An impulse came from within that I had hurt
her badly. Did I really say something wrong?

My eyes were on a constant vigil so that no other group
was arriving. (Some people give the entire right to
specific "special-groups’ to decide whether they have
done right or wrong!)

“You are nght Babuji, but [ couldn't slap him because
he........he s my only hope of life and. ... he has ahole in
his heart and. ..” Doctors say he will die if not operated
immediately. .....and | can't collect | lac rupees it T work

I came, I saw and I went back

dav and might for five vears! I can only give him some
happiness before he finally dies and leaves me alone.™

I imagined my mother sitting in place of her and begging
for my life in front of some heartless, arrogant and
immoral person. The imagination arrived with the
though of those days when my mother used to become
helpless{however not as much at this poor woman) when
I used to demand those imported tovs in my childhood
and she had to buy those from her savings, Worse than
that, T imagined what would be the condition of my
mother if she comes to know that her son is a guest of
few days! Ilost my senses. Death meant a distant lie for
me. And especially not so much tragic in real life that
someone may live with his only hope of life and that too
under the shadow of death! 1 would not have been in
tears even but my and my friends’ behaviour towards
that mother finally moistened my eyes.

“He must be seeking me at home. [ have to give him
food. He is so foolish and gives up eating if any of his
demands is not fulfilled. Please tell me where lives this
Bardi. He wore 'kala chashma’' and came on a vellow
motoreyele. His friend sitting on the backseat was
calling him Bardi”, she was totally unconscious of what
she was talking. I got the fellow. Only one boy had that
yellow bike and he was Virendra whom we
affectionately called Braddy. I wanted to tell her that he
was ong of the bovs of our hostel who took advantage of
the innocence and need of the poor lady for some of his
need (not drugs probably ). How could have | earned the
sin of breaking the heart of such an ideal mother. (A
secondary but still important reason was that he was
a very important member of the "hero-gang' and
some of roots of lovalty were still there in some
portion of my heart, And after all, she was not my
actoal mother!)

“He has not eaten anything since vesterday and will die
of hunger if not with that hole in the heart. If he'll cry this
way, his heart will 'jam’, the doctors have said. He must
be vour friend. Please take me to Bardi. I'll get those 300
rupecs and get a new one for my son,” And she fell on to
my feet. It was the linit, My heart became so heavy that |
could feel its weight up to my throat and as if my eves
started sinking inlo that heavy heart. With repelling
nerves of my mouth, [ could only manage to say.” Please
forgive me aunty, please forgive me. | don't know amy
Bardi.™ | wanted to tell her the truth-that there was no
hope of getting anything back. Braddy was not actually a
human but a devil who never thought twice before
cheating his parents. He always searched for new
victims for money which he needed to fulfill his legal or
illegal demands, which he had developed over the last
few years. But | was confident that my hero-leader will
persuade him to pay back the money. | took a leave and
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made my way to the hostel. And she ran into the nearby
garden where the gardener was watering the
bougainvillea. Who could help her if it was not me? Not
the gardener al least!

Another idea came in mind to give my old mobile to her
because it was of no use to me. Bul the inner voice
always followed with ideas on such situations,” Beware!
You are not sure whether she is truthful or pretending.
Emaotion is not the right thing to affect your decision.
And even if she 15 truly in sorrow, it doesn't matter if vou
give his son a life of few more days. If vou want to help,
help all the people who are in somow, Give your mobile
1o all the mothers whose sons have holes in their hearts,
Can you give?"

“No", the answer was ready!

As I reached the hostel, they all were absorbed in their
group-gossip. And Braddy was nowhere,

“Friends, you remember that woman who fell onto your
feet by the road. She is really in great need of 800
TUPECS......... and she was not a beggar, Actually Braddy
befooled. . ..(oops) rather convinced her and exchanged
his dead mobile for Rs.800..._....can you ask Braddy
to...."

“So yvou mean, that woman is thinking about retrieving
her 800 rupees. .....and that too from Braddy....”, they
didn't even let him complete the sentence and started
laughing-1 didn't know on whom were they laughing-
that mother or me. So the final roots of lovalty towards
those emotionless creatures were uprooted from my
heart,

The reminiscences of her face were running behind my
eves and her crying sound was still deafening my ears. It
was impossible for me to sleep until 1 finally decided to
gift her son “a life of few more days.'

They all were leaving for the classes but | was heading
for the slums. | didn't know where the lady lived but |
couldn't stop for a moment (I wondered which group of
juniors was making me do all this generosityv!?) But
my feet were far quicker because | was really going to do
something good.

As | reached in the vicinity of those untidy slums, a
ruthless cryving sound attracted my attention. The sound
was coming from between the large gathered crowd. As
tore the crowd, | saw the same woman. This time she was
not helpless as yesterday. She scemed to be rather
finighed,

Hair scattered over her entire round face and eyes stared
towards the ground without a blink. Tears had already
made meanders through those dust-laden checks. The

L SHUJAN (B
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black ‘Siemens' mobile was in her right hand and her
forehead rested on the left one, Just frozen as ice and
unaware of everything outside,

She sat as a zombie. So intense was the moment. Not
even a single murmuring voice dared to disturb it.
Suddenly, my pocket vibrated and the bhangra ring tone
derogated the situation. | tried to end the tone as carly as |
could and successfully pressed the 'receive’ button.
“Where are you yaar? Come quickly, our class is off and
we are ragging our juniors. Lets recover all our past
grievances we had to suffer because of ...." ended the
short call and a short story.

I couldn't predict how 1 reached the bridge on my way
hack to the Institute,

I observed the dry stream which was flooded today
because of the rains. How the waves emerged below the
bridge, diverged, widened and formed new waves again.
The older waves thought that the new waves are their
children but the two had no relation with each other.
They were heading towards their final destinations with
separate paths. The new waves formed from the older
waves but once detached, they had no relation with the
former. Bul the old waves, as if, they cried on seeing the
new waves detaching from them. It was easy to realize
that they are so helpless that they can't understand the
reality. It was only me who could understand from the
height because | was not a part of those waves. In fact,
they had something common and that was their
foundation- the water. But what could [ do from such a
height to help those poor wailing old waves? | was trying
to search an answer in the same endless looking water.
Agnin my pocket vibrated with the same ‘irritating’
music which, at times, used to fill joy and energy in me.
But this time no finger went to the ‘receive’ bution.
Instead the hold on the singing gadget strengthened and [
became ready to give myself the answer.

“I can't help all the waves. But I can make a huge
difference in the life of a single wave which needs my
help the most. | can't help all the waves of this stream but
I can help the wave which will come to me from the rear
of the bnidge. Even if | am able to give peace to a single
wailing wave, my motive is fulfilled.”

With that answer I collected all my power and fired the
useless gadget for the service of the wailing river of
SOITOWS,

I can still feel that fading bhangra ring tone and the
splash made by the waves to thank me. 1 still wait for
some wave to call me from below the river so that 1
can help her with my new camera mobile phone. But
unfortunately the heat is unkind and the stream is
dry.

Men are from mars, women are from PGH NS F T N
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The beautiful Indian festival of lights, laughter and
happiness was around the comer. Like most houses, my
place was also, under Operation Clean-up, with my
grandmother leading the battalion. Everyone in the family
had been allotied a duty according to his age and caliber. I,
too, had been assigned a post in the attic and my task was
to clear up and put into order all the stuff that our ancestors
had gathered over the years,

I'had no way out, 50, I set out on the mammaoth task by first
sorting out what articles should be retained and what
discarded. | had not realized then, what hig revelation this
simple plan of mine was to bring to me.

There was a small wooden trunk, which was the first to
catch my eve. The simple reason for this was the awkward
mechanism meant to open it. Like normal trunks it did not
have any handle on top to open it. Instead, its cover slid
over the top rails and then disconnected from the
remaining body. This was strange! [ opened the trunk, and
the sight that | saw inside forced me to do nothing but gaze
agape al it, | scurmed through its contents. There was an
army camouflage uniform along with an olive-green
flannel coat adorned with three dazzling golden stars. The
name tag on the pocket of the coat read
Dr.Capt.1D.C.Sharma in bright vellow thread. Along with
this, there were two thick files. My heart was pumping
aloud. Whose belongings were these and how did they
land here? I quickly tumed the pages of the files. They
seemed to be official and were in the name of the owner of
the flannel coat, Right at the base of this wooden container
I saw a blue letter. It seemed worn and tattered, but when [
read it, I was shocked.
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This letter was in the name of my grandmother. [ had to
find out what this meant. I ran to my grandmother,
shouting like | had been confronted by some pre-historic
monster,

“Dadi, what is this?” 1 cried, collecting my breath. She
took the picce of blue paper from my hand, read its content
and then gently smiled at me. | was amazed and slightly
perplexed with her smile, “Why are vou smiling? Tell me
what all this i7"

“Sit down, darling”, she said calmly, “I'll tell you
something now, which [ haven't told vou before™, ook a
cushion and sat at her feet.

She started, “It was the vear 1939, | was in class four. My
father was a doctor in the army. India was under British
rule then. We had been posted at Mardan, now in Pakistan,
for a year and a half. My parents, two vounger sisters and
me had been leading a happy life, until one winter night,
my father received orders from his commander to report
to head-quarters immediately. We were told that war had
struck between England and Germany.”

“Was this World War-11, Dad? | enquired.”You are right,
dear”, she said and continued, “My father left for head-
quarters that very morning and we left Mardan for Batala,
Punjab where my mother's parenis were settled. The
urgency of events had not let three little girls grasp the fact
that their father was now going for a battle. Our mother
kept weeping all the way to Batala for only she had been
able to cling onto time and realize that her husband was
now on the war-field and no one had a clue as to when they
would see each other again, if at all they would.

We reached Batala and were put into schools there, My
father had always wanted his daughters to be well
educated, so we abided. A month later | received a letter

We have seen your approach, lets see your departiine’ L N
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from him saying that he had been posted in Singapore. My
mother could not read and my sisters were too voung to
understand, so my father addressed his letters 1o me. We
were delighted to have heard from him and [ immediately
replied to him about our well-being.

Then two months went by, and we did not receive any
correspondence from him, We had lots of relatives in the
army who suggested that we keep posting letters to him.
The Red Cross in India collected all the letters and then
delivered them to their counterparts in Singapore. 5o |
continued to write every month, but failed to receive any
FESpONSE,

We kept receiving a monthly pension of Rs.225 and 1
always wondered why they called it pension. In early
March, 1942, we received a telegram saying that
Singapore had been taken over by the Japanese forces and
my father's regiment had been deported to Japan. We did
not know whether that was good news or bad, for now we
certainly knew that my father was alive. There was no
correspondence from my fathers side after that, But, as
suggested, I kept writing to my father, not knowing
whether he was actually there to read the letters.

The distance from her husband and the anxiety for his
health and well-being started taking toll on my mother.

She started remaining unwell. The doctors said her liver
was malfunctioning, but her face showed that her heart
and mind were not at rest. She spemt many a sleepless
nights, tossing and turning in her bed, and then quietly
sobbing. trving not to wake us up. Her eves had big dark-
circles and her cheek bones were visible like those of
some emaciated beggar.

I was growing older and had begun to understand how
ruthless life was. [ did not know if my father was alive and
neither did 1 know if my mother would survive to see me
through to adulthood. My sisters would often ask me
“When will bl come back?” and T would cheerfully
reply, “Very soon, dears, very soon™, trying to hide a tear
or two behind my smile.

Three and a half years had gone by. My mother was now
confined to her bed and we were rarely allowed o see her.
We were always told that she was resting. From behind the
doors of her room we could often hear the continuous
coughing of an old woman. | knew it was the voice of my
mother. How had she grown old so soon? 1 was in class
eight and the mothers of all my classmates still seemed
YOURE.

I had spent four years at the school in Batala. All my
teachers said that my parents were very lucky to have a
bright voung daughter like me, but it pained me to think
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that I had been deprived of the love of my parents when [
needed it the most.

It was the 15" of September, my 14" birthday. The rough
pages of time had erased the importance of this day from
the memory of everyone in my family and | had no reason
to blame them. A week later, my best friend, Kamla, told
me that she had received correspondence from her
brother, who was a Singapore based businessman, that
war was over and he was fine. My heart broke hearing this.
Why hadn't father responded? | went home, crying my
heart out on the way. Was 1 destined to be a fatherless
daughter? Was it meant to be so?

I reached home and locked myself in my room. | lay down
on my bed, garing into space, with nothing in my mind.
“Had we lost it all?" I wondered. Just then destiny opened
the door of hope. The postman knocked aloud at the door. [
ran to the door and found this blue letter in his hands. [
recognized my father's hand-writing on the envelope. |
tore it open, read it and ran to my mother, We were all
overwhelmed. After four years, [ cried on my mother's lap.
We all cried for jov. Father was coming back.

Twao weeks later, a Tonga stopped at the gate. My father
stepped off, with the wooden trunk yvou found in the attic,
a rug-sack and a bundle of all the letters I had written to
him. He seemed tired, but the smile on his face revealed
the lightness of his heart. We all grected him with
embraces and shouts of joy.™

My grandmother, sighed, wiping a tear that had rolled
down her check. | was sulky too, but I couldn®t resist and
asked, “What had happened to your father in those four
viears in JapanT”

*“He had been taken Prisoner of War by the Japanese. The
Japanese needed medical aid, and since he was a doctor,
they posted him along with other Indian doctors, in their
hospitals. He knew that the war was nobody's fault; it was
Just the victory of tyranny over humanity. So, he willingly
carried on his duty, that of a life-savior. They made the
other soldiers work in their fields as peasants, The Indian
regiments stayed in the Japanese barracks at night and in
the morning went to work. The Japanese appreciated the
work of the Indian army, and gifted them these wooden
trunks and blankets on the day the Japanese surrendered to
the Allies in August, 1945, after the bombing on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.”

I kept sitting a long time at Dadis feet, staring at her
wrinkled face, trving to catch a glimpse of that voung girl
who had received the life of her father as a present on
her fourteenth birthday.

You can give me what I want most....your absence ST T
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K. NARAYAN
THIRD YEAR

Everyone in this world has played this game sometime.
It's called the “Blame game™, It involves blaming
someone ¢lse or something else for our mistakes, and
unfortunate events. Well, let me have a crack at it 1
blame the intemmet, orkut, those crazy romantic movies,
Café Coffee Day and the survey camp for what
happened to me. A lot of things must be running in the
reader’s mind. What exactly is this article about? Is it
about historical wars in which the winner stands tall and
the loser goes down? Let's just say that it's a similar
SCenanio.

Duration: 3 May 2006 to 24 June 2006
Location: NIT Hamirpur, H.P

These are hard times for a budding civil engineer in NIT
Hamirpur. | am talking, of course aboul the survey camp
that every civil engineening student has to undergo at the
end of his'her second academic year. Heavy equipments
like the theodolite and the plane table need to be carried
daily from KBH to EKTA café where we began our days'
work at 0630 hrs. We had 1o make a map of the
surrounding area {which each batch makes year after
year!) and also plot details on the map. Exhansted from
our work, we would come back and sleep for at least an
hour or two. The hallways of KBH looked haunted and
deserted at mght with only about 25 students staying in
the entire hostel which normally accommeodates 250,

Our only savior was the internet. Movies, songs,
animation serics and {ahem! ) other interesting stuff was
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downloaded at unbelievable speeds.

It all started one fine day when | was bored of surfing the
ntermet. [ logged into my orkut account and started
typing out the names of all my former classmates with
whom | had lost contact with over the years. That's when
I typed out her name! She was one of those girls in class
whom [ seldom spoke to, | 'scrapped’ her telling her who
I was and asked her if she remembered me. Surprisingly
she did! "Scraps’ were exchanged both ways and 1 got 1o
know her better. 1 also had a chat with her in yvahoo
messenger a couple of times and found her 1o be a very
casy going and a frank girl

I became quite busy and got tied up with the submission
of the contour map and didn't have much time to speak to
her. Before | knew it, the survey camp was over. Bags
were packed and 1 was eager 1o get back home to
Bangalore.

Date: July 4* 2006

Location: Forum mall, Bangalore

On this very day many years ago, America got
independent. To me, this day had a different meaning
altogether. We had our first rendezvous on this day. By
then, I had plucked up enough courage to call her and we
decided to meet up in Forum Mall in Bangalore. 1 was
there exactly at the preconceived time (1740 hrs).She
armived shortly later. She looked a lot different from our

Nat all men are fools, some remain bachelor TN
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hool days, but however | did recognize her.

mehow (1 still don't know how!) we ended up in a
“afé Coffee Day. Was this a date? Trying to find an
nswer to this question, | handed out the menu to her and
sked her to order. It turned out to be an amusing
xperience as she started ordering stufl that 1 still can't
ronounce. For people who barely knew cach other we

ed to be getting along really well. We sat there and
poke for a better pant of two hours. We stared intently
nto each other's eyes as we spoke (how romantic!) and
found that we had a lot in common. The brief 'romantic'
art ended as soom as the bill came! Being the
gentleman' that 1 am, [ decided to pay the bill. It was
etting late and we decided to take an auto rickshaw to
bus station so that she could catch a bus which would
ake her back home. In the nckshaw, the topic of
lationships and girlfriends sprang up. As the rickshaw
topped for refueling, she said that she wouldn't mind if'I
issed her. Obviously she was pulling my leg, but that's
hen [ fell for her hooked, line and sunk! I found myself
hinking about her a lot and about the good time we had.

ate: July 5" 2006

wcation: Forum mall, Bangalore

eing a virgin when it comes to relationships, | decided
at it was about time that | took some serious advice. |
ecided to meet up with a trusted friend in Forum Mall.
onsider this guy as the grandfather of all knowledge in
he field of relationships. He enlightened me about the
“Ladder concept”. According to this concept, girls have
wao ladders i.e. the friendship ladder and the love ladder.
t's essential to climb the nght one. He also advised me to
e myself and do what I felt like doing, 1 returned home
ore confused than ever!

Date: July 16" 2006
Location: Cunningham road, Bangalore

A class reunion was organized on this day.
Linfortunately only six people tumed up; three girls and
hree guys. | took her away from the group and
expressed my feelings to her (damn those romantic

ies!). | told her what [ truly felt about her. Then she
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did something that was totally unexpected. She started
laughing! She thought that I was joking, I left it at that]
The not so good reunion thus came to anend.

Date: July 22" 2006
Location: M.G Road, Bangalore

1 was due to return to Hamirpur on the 24° of July. So |
decided to meet her for one last time before [ left. We met
up at M.G road and entered a ground opposite to M.GS
road. We sat there on the steps and spoke for hours. A
variely of subjects were discussed. She also spoke abou
all the other guys who had proposed to her! A guy ha
even assumed that she would marry him and had happil
made plans for the future. Poor bloke! 1 made a sly
remark that she could now add me to the list of guys wh
had proposed 1o her, She replied by saying that | wa
different from the other guys and would definitely thin
about it. | was extremely happy and hopeful. 1 begar
thinking about her more and more.

Date: July 27" 2006
Location: NIT Hamirpur, H.P

After getting myself registered for the fifth semester, |
called her up. | asked her il she had made up her mind
vet. Just like that she replied "NO!". She said that she did
not have these 'feelings' for me and considered me o
good fnend. I had climbed the dreaded wrong ladder. |
was devastated.

S0 then, who is the winner and whao is the loser? 1 guess
both of are winners since we have found in each other
great friend in such a short span of time,

I am sure that in the future | would evenmually get hooke
on to a girl, She would however always find a specia
place in my heart. She was my very own Malena. As
song by Simon and Garfunkel goes “She once was a
love of mine”,

IRV The truth lies in a woman's eyes... and lies and lie
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His face was bulging outwards striking you in face for its
sheer remarkability as much as for its serenity. For aman
who stayed behind the wheels for close to 16 hours, it hid
more than what it revealed.

We waded through the maddening moming traffic as
blaring homs and vrooming vehicles took pleasure in
escalating the noise levels in the environment. My eyes
dropped a little on to gear-2™...3%.__ 4%, .2". 1" 2"
his hands moved skillfully with typical aplomb as he
showed the gear the desired direction. His night foot
alternately kissed the pedals of brake and accelerator
even as his hands caressed the smooth silky cover of the
steering wheel, He looked a well-oiled mechanism with
all the components (hand, feet, eyes) working in perfect
coordination. Mow the inside talk began to sink the
outside disturbance but sounded no more than a murmur
to me. “Where do you work, sir? “-was a question
directed laterally to the other side of the gearbox even as
I watched and listened in the capacity of a lone back seat
passenger. “Jeevan Anmol, | am a doctor”.-the man
replied. “Good work™ he quipped. Now the talk
assumed friendly proportions such was the frankness
and honesty from the driver's seat. All this left me gaped
for what I concluded to a driver-boss relationship turned
out to be a give me lift "association

DRIVING TEST

30 minutes passed by and we reached the parking lot of
Inter state bus terminus, Anand Vihar. With the help of
short cuts, we reached the official building no less than a
house and no more than a floor, Three of us were bound
by a common event, A leamer's license to drive or better
said- the license to kill. Following vague directions, we
entered the room of the chief officer, which happened 1o
be our test centre. After examining our paper, he gave us
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a question paper in an objective format with
accompanying images. There were 20 questions. |
marked only five as was instructed by our agent though 1
easily knew at least 10, but what I was more concerned
was about the driver. He hardly looked educated and that
he was attempting in hindi was a point in proof. |
remembered he had said a short while ago how he was
rejected last time after they told him that he had failed
the test. “They care a damn for us! Blank shects are
passed and ours are a source of recycle bin. Mo!! It's my
fault, T can't bribe them”, I could not agree more, Here
was a guy with drving skills second to none being
shown the door and [ with 15 days training classes have
come here with a gloated self and a swollen pride. What
ashame! Fortwo of us to be in the same room.

“Can | have vour pen please™” my raging thoughts were
interrupted by his request as | closely forwarded the pen
to him, The next few moments, [ monitored him closely
for any help he will surely need from me. Nevertheless,
he painstakingly attemapted the five questions with
decisive judgment. He could not afford to fail this time
too, He had a family to feed, He tumed towards me. | was
ready to blurt out answers before he said “he said five,
right!™ Yes, [ said, nodding my head, somewhat
confused”, He marked one more answer to make it six
attempts and returned me the pen with this one-liner you
never know with these people, It reminded me of the
planning in army assaults. My uncle used to tell me that
in parachutes there is a second parachute in case the first
one fails. I wondered if the driver's case was any better.
In the meanwhile, in an almost reflex reaction, [ also
ticked another one and both of us submitted our sheets.
What was with the man that made me follow him?
Perhaps his experience had defeated my intelligence in
more ways than one. However, how could this be truc? |
could not think of a reply.

Bite off more than you can chew, then chew it T




Freewheeling emotions

Leaving the room, | walked beside him for | wanted to
cash in on the luxury of comfortable cushions of his car
rather than go through the pushing and shoving of a bus
journey to reach back home but somehow he never gave
the impression that he would leave me. He did not miss a
single chance to degrade me morally or it seemed so. We
reached the parking lot- he with conviction and me with
bated breath! Just when he was about to enter into the
car, he motioned me to sit from the other side. While he
gave his usual self-assured look, in mine case it was
RELIEF! As the engine roared to life, we sped away and
were on NH-24 in no time. His feet constantly reached
for accelerator and likewise his tongue. He kept on
chatting though broadly speaking it was mostly one-way
traffic. He disclosed the pain behind the scar line on his
face. He narrated his accident to me. He had met an
accident, which he barely managed to survive. After his
legs were badly damaged, he was ruled out of driving
profession but eventually he got back and he owed this a
lot to his car owner who stood by him in tough times.
Blaring horns brought our discussion to a halt. He began
again and it seemed immatenial to him how | responded
or why I was nodding my head in 'play cassette ‘fashion
devoid of any emotions. Honestly speaking, I caught up
with him somewhere in the middle of his story.

He was saying------

“Sir, this is not my taxi,  only drive it not that [ do this for
making ends meet but because T can't detach mysell
from the pecople of the family who own this car. They
mean so much to me and shying away from thig job
wiould literally mean shunning them. I have twobrothers
one of whom is an IAS officer and is in income tax
department while the other is a government employee
carning 40k a month, We have lots of assets lefl by my
tather for three of us. My brothers often tell me to quit
the job and their faces never expect an answer in
affirmative such is my commitment.” WHAT! |
exclaimed to myself even as [ unwounded myvself from
this story of complicated relationships. [ am being told
that a driver has twio brothers sitting on golden pots and
they have got assets worth lakhs. Now this driver after
deliberation decides to hold on to this job simply
because he wants to pay him back in the same coin for
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some dreadful near death incident that happened a long
time back, Two things are possible either he is crazy or
he 15 one hell of a person, Again, | avoided answering
this question for it may prove me wrong. We traced back
our path to my house. 1 thanked many thanks to him and
not for the first time his expression said

“Believe in your actions, not the fruits.” He kept on
lingering in my mind for the rest of the day. Slowly he
faded away but did he...7

GROUND ZERO

An Indian is used to long gqueves and by the time he
grows up, he is tuned to having lunch and dinner while in
aqueue, Nevertheless, this one was really boring for the
same old building in the backdrop. I did not feel like
coming here again though it was necessary. [ stood therg
with my eyes transfixed on the mechanical movement of
clerk's fingers on key board. The persons behind me and
those ahead of me too did not inspire much confidence.
It felt like | was missing someone but could not figure
out whom. Suddenly a touch which felt familiar brought
me back to the present. [ tumed in anticipation and to my
surprise found that 1 was looking straight into the
driver's face. His smile seemed to rejuvenale me no
ends. Mow | was ready for the job ie o get my
permanent license. What a coincidence that he too
trmed up on the same day. There must be some reason
behind this. | felt that his presence always proved to be a
catalyst for my selt-doubts tearing me apan from inside
and [ was forced to be in damage control mode. Slowly
but surely we moved closer to the counter and finally our
turn came. Since we had already paid the agent in
advance so [ presumed that there would be no further
payments to be made. He asked me my name, verified
the address as if it is a wrong one I would give him
because | am insane and do not realize the importance of
this document!. Our fingerprints were also taken in
order to ensure the identity. Tthen signed on digital pad,
which raced my signature on the monitor of the
computer. It looked worse on the screen though [ thought
I'had done a better job, Then came the shocker! Theclerk
put his hand out of the window counter and [ must say he
was looking for something, what T could not figure out.
A muifled voice came out which seemeed to suggest that 1

Cont. At Page -147

For everything there is a season S T T
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TECHNOLOGY:

an emergmg weapon against democracy and freedom

Strange though it may sound, technology is slowly but
steadily being tumed info a weapon against democracy
and freedom by the high and mighty. To get a feel of how
this is being carried out and the threats posed by it, one
has to travel from the domain of political honchos- the
polling station, to that of the geek- the computer.

The introduction of the electronic voting machine in
India at the fag end of the last century was hailed as the
messiah who would put an end to voting fraud. One
could imagine Mamta Banerjee heave a sigh of relief,
thinking that the era of Left Front backed 'booth
hijacking' would be over. Alas! With the recent scandal
in the USA over tampered Diebold voting machines,
Miss Banerjee’s days of relief might be counted,

The Republican Party in its quest to win elections and
gain political power resorted to tampering the machings
used by the Amenican public to register their mandate,
The Dicbold-made gadgets are capable of storing two
different programs simultaneously. It is possible for the
manufacturer to load an "honest’ program and a 'spurious’
program in the same machine. The hijacker just has to
enable the latter piece of code, after the agencies have
passed the machine with the 'good’ one activated. As you
might have already guessed, the Republican Party, in
possible connivance with Dicbold, did just this.

Suspicion was aroused when in 2002 Diebold installed a
patch in its machines, without telling poll officials, in
only the Democrat dominated counties in Georgia. This
was followed by the defeat of the Democratic Party
candidate Max Cleland despite polls putting him well in
the lead. It was later demonsirated by Princeton
University students how a virus can spread from one
Diebold machine to another, falsify election results and
then erase itself. A climax was reached when statistical
expents from the University of California examined
Florida's official tally and discovered a disturbing
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pattern, which led them to believe with 99%, surety that
President Bush's wvictory over Kerry in the last
Presidential clections was forged with the help of
clectronic voting machinges.

Singe we often consider the USA as the harbinger of new
technology, incidents such as these are indeed a cause
for serious Concern.

Enough about Diebold and the Republican Party, let us
come to the world of the Internet and things closer home.

The media has for long saturated us with stories of
untraceable culprits, whizkids-turned-crackers, who
break into bank accounts over the network and steal our
money and the government can not catch them. Let us
take some time to see what happens when yvou try to use
the Internet to do something good, and make it a better
place. If the recent story of Li Zhi and Shi Tao is any
indication, voumight get thrown into jail.

Shocked? Read on,

The Chinese govermment operates a huge array of
firewalls which screen every bit of Internet traffic
moving in and out of the country, This ring of machines
filter out any contenl pertaining to pornography,
homosexuality, democracy, freedom. atrocities in Tibet
and any thing which the communist regime would love
to disagree with. Entire articles in Wikipedia, blogs, and
Web sites are blocked out. People, like Li Zhi and Sh
Tao, who dare to speak out against these policies of their
government and use the anonymity of the Internet to
suppress their identities are hunted down by the Chinese
authorities with active help from the big Internet
companies. In the cases of these two gentleman, Yahoo!
provided information regarding their Internet usage,
something which is meant to be kepl private, to the
police, leading to their arrest. Both have since then been
convicted and are undergoing prison terms.

Small opportunities are the beginning of great enterprisesTIIIINEL N




Whether pornography and homosexuality are socially
acceptable or not; whether Tibet deserves
independence; or single party system needs to be
replaced by democracy in China 1s besides the point.
What matters is the citizens' nght to information and
freedom of expression, which has been snatched away,
Adter all, if you never get to know what pornography,
homosexuality, freedom or democracy are, then how can
you form an opinion about them? Is not a well-informed
public an essential prerequisite for a healthy society? IF1
were in China, I would probably be wanted by the police
for having written this anticle! When mega corporations
like Microsoft, Yahoo! and Google (remember how they
promise to make our lives more enjoyable) back such
capricious and high-handed policies of the government,
things start looking really ugly.

A close parallel to the above incident was seen in India
recently, when the Indian government blocked entire
domains like Blogspot, Typepad and Geocities, The
government claimed it had done so to restrict the
readership of cenain pages, which in their opinion
where spreading communal hatred and trying to cash in
on the uncertainty in the minds of the general public in
the aftermath of the Mumbai local train blasts. How does
it then explain the filtering of Web sites maintained by
respected people, which have been publicly acclaimed
for rendering social service to netizens during major
crises in the past? Such activity is akin to putting cach
and every citizen of the city under house arrest in order
to curb crime. However since that is something which
would require immense manpower, something which no
government can afford, this is the next best thing they
can do. Such gross misuse of technology is indeed very
dangerous for society.

Then there is the emerging threat of Digital Restrictions
Management, and Treacherous Computing, through
which the mega-corporations dealing in digital
technology are looking to infiltrate our homes and
offices. Their aim is 1o lock down our digital devices and
take away our freedom to use them as we wish o

We need to reject such harmiful implementations of
technology and reject them completely. Otherwise the
day would not be far away when we would be turned into
slaves by the very thing which ought to have made us the
masters. After all evervone wants to be a master, is not 1t?

L SHEJAN [ H .
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give some money but it had to be a mistake. | was not to
pay. There were no dues. The driver stepped in and said
“you have to pay fifty bucks as a registration fee™, |
protested that it was not mentioned to me before bt
nobody listened. Ultimately, [ ook out the purse 1o see if
| was lucky enough to carry fifty bucks. No! I wasn't. All
ends up lock, stock and barrel. T was Mummoxed not
knowing what to do next. 1 had thirty bucks and was
looking for twenty more, Driver stepped in and handed
me an Rs20 note. Take this money and anyways I am
with you. No actually, | was. ...

“Does not matter sir? There is no problem, it happens.
“But I will have to.......". * Ok I know that you have to
pay me back. You can do that any time”, He was like a
deity to me. There are very few guys in Delhi who would
lend you a penny forget twenty rupees. | could see my
mind turning those nagging questions into self
explanatory answers. [t felt like this driver was someone
out of the box. His Midas touch had transformed a
stranger into a friend who became so close to him. A
sudden wave of attachment and emotions gripped me
like anything. My belonging to this relationship
increased 1o astronomical levels,

PARTING WAYS

I had assumed that we would be going together but as
luck would have it, when I found myself on the nght
side, fortune jumped to the other just to tease me of my
shortcomings. He had to go somewhere else and
obviously this ‘else’ did not fall in my route. So as a last
triumph card, [ said--—"you have to come with me,
bhaiyya, | owe you twenty rupees”. His reply was
ominous to my thinking —-"we will surely meet again,
this world is too small”, In a last ditch effort, [ took his
contact no. and bid adiew but he will remain in my
memory not for twenty bucks but for twenty good things
he taught me about life. That he was a man well i the
driver's seat of his life would be a fitting conclusion to
this cxperience.

Nothing is easier that seif-deceit N T A
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BESTSECTION ENTRY

OF FAKENESS

ARJUN SHANKAR
FINAL YEAR

Dedicated to those endless hours on the train, spent
discussing the 'veal' issues in life. A big thank vou to
Manu, Naravan, Nitin, and Sridevi for bearing with us,
and an even bigeer one to my namesake, for the book we
dare yel o wrile.

It all started during that first summer after joining
college. 1 had gotten back home, and was chilling out at
home, completing my quota of missed out sambar, and
dosas. Sure enough, I was going to call up a few friends
in a few days (ves, [ was going to finish with the dosas
first), and start the never ending visits, running from one
pal's home to another's place, meeting aunties and
gating.

Bored of sambar, one day, I called up my first target.
Let's call him 'Dood' (It's shorter than his name, and suits
my purpose perfectly). His place was pretty close... |
homed in, getting his number from mummy's calender. ..
"Mornin' aunty, could I speak to Dood?” He was in the
toilet. No matter, she looked up his mobile number in her
calender (It seems Dood changes numbers by the week)
and told me to call him up. "???! Call him up in the
bathroom?". "Uh... thanks aunty, I'll call him up. In the
bathroom, is he?

And so it was that [ found myself calling up Dood, who
was in the bathroom.

Fakeness Tip #1: U gotta have a "fone". God! Even my
dawg has a "fone" of its own.

"Hi, uh Dood, what's going...", "Hi! 'Sup Man! How's
life been? | heard you got stuck up there in some village.
Thank god I'm still in good "ol Bangalore", "Yea,
Hamirpur is a bit laid back, but I'm enj...", "MHAAN! 1
would have died this summer, but for those guys back at
Forum. Nice li'l mall they got there." "Sure man, I'll bet
my ass you're having fun out there. So, when can we
meet up? 1 was looking forward to auntie's...”
"Definitely got to meet up man! Come to forum this
afternoon. They are having a DY war this evening!!"

At this point, I was utterly confused, disoriented, and
most of all, surprised. For Dood had never been the kind,

who indulged in music, malls or exclamation marks.
And here he was, rattling off about coolness and other
cool stuff, speaking so jovially, I could almost see those
{@#%s coming out of my earpiece. And to top it all, he
invited me to forum?? I mean, c'mon! I live 3Ks from his
house, and Forum is light years away! Let me draw you a
picture to make things clearer:

Dood’s House
15 Km.

J Km. Forum

My House

You see; if | go to his house, | need to go a mere three
kilometers, and if I need to meet him at "The Forum", we
both need to go 15 each. That's 10 times more fuel than
we would normally need!

Is this why the world is falling short of petrol?

Fakeness Tip #2: The closest destination: "The Forum"

Anyways, I agreed to meet him there at 3:30. There was
no other choice. So [ begged my father to lend me the
maotorhike, and directions to "The Forum", and started
off after lunch. Standing outside the gates of Forum at
3:35,1began to get a little restless. I called him up froma
nearby payvphone, to find out that he's on his way. 20
minutes later -> He's still on his way! Is he the chief
guest? This isn't even a function. Anyways, Dood finally
made an appearance at 4pm.

Fakeness Tip #3: You NEVER reach less than half an
hour late. NEVER.

Now, after a whole year, you would expect a man to
change somewhat. It's natural. But tell me, would you
expect to hang pleated formals out in the sun, and find a
pair of faded jeans next day? It might change a few
shades, wrinkle and loosen out, but turn into denim?
Never! But here | was staring into the face of this fellow,
who hardly had a presence last year, and was now
walking like he owned this world. Dood finally walked
up to me, and bent his neck to one side (why did he do
that??). 1 waited. He smiled, and moved his right
shoulder over to my side, his arm swinging up. His hand

B2 U I Ech person's e s lived as 2 seres G ComESEOT
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was now hanging loose in front of me. [ was thinking,
"Should Tkiss it?", Finally, I decided that the best course
was to hold it, and spare us the embarrassment. "'Sup
man! Long time, no see!”

Fakeness Tip #4: Always shake like a rapper. It's cO0L

Dood and | walked over to Cafe Coffee Day (CCD for
shaort),

Fakeness Tip #5: [f vou're poor, go to Coffee Day. They
serve cheap coflee,

The next hour or so was spent drinking a very small
amount of coffee, in even smaller sips. Dood was better
at this; he had had lots of practice. | on the other hand,
finshed my cup pretty fast, and waited for Dood to finish
his coffee, and ‘watched' (yes, the sight of it was more
interesting than the sound) him talk about Floyd's
experiments with Psychedelic Rock, constantly
emphasizing my interest with "oh!"s and "uhun"s, After
all, I wasn't as true connoisseur of brown beans, or pink
bands, as he was.

| must interrupt myself here, and talk abowt an
interesting side-effect of fakeness. Namely, something 1
have termed, 'wiki-theria’. This is a disease. It compels
the victim to endlessly scourge online resources such as
wikipedia, in an effort to be able to lecture at length, on
various topics, from NWOBHM to ICBMs. Dood had
his Pink Floyd history down pat. | even checked up with
wikipedia later on and confirmed the dates to be right.

Anyways, | think this calls for another tip:
Fakeness Tip #6: Get wiki-theria.

We walked out, paving a 'mere’ 69 for two coflees (1
forget the ‘names’ of the coffes though) + taxes. (Ever
heard of "Tax' being levied on coffee? Tax? TAX?T Is this
some sick joke™)

Fakeness Tip #7: Always sav "Cheque Please’. Don't ask
for a bill, it's uncalled for.

Well. that brings me to another encounter. This was in
the summer before. | and a fnend had gone to check out
coffee day. [ was a first timer back then. The waiter,
dressed smarter than me, came up and presented us with
a menu. [ selected the cheapest, a mere 16 rupees (+
taxes of course), and told him my choice. My friend
gasped, the waiter looked at me like either [ or he
himself was an alien from outer space. "Sir," he paused
for effect, "Espresso is Black Coffee.”. The cafe fell

ERLARE M

silent. | could almost hear my heart rate speeding up.
Mot to be outdone, T retorted, "T Arow”, On my next visit
a few days later, the SAME waiter told me the SAME
thing, and after many more coffees, it's become a
regular experience at all CCDs. Seems to me, the
waiters are trained to stop customers from trying, and
getting used to their cheapest offering. Try asking for
espresso at a CCD, and the waiter will tell you its black,
no matter how confidently vou ask, or how many times
vou have asked for it before. Frankly, | had never had
black coffee before [ visited a CCD, but combined with
its obvious financial benefit, and its strong taste, | have
decided that it is my favorite beverage at such hangouts.

Fakeness Tip #8: "Sir, Espresso is Black Coffee ™

Abetter alternative, for those born with a silver spoon in
their mouths, there's always, Barista, [ remember, me
and another friend had gone there once, hoping to
absorb the coolness it offered, 20 we could exude it on
our way out, and pick up hot chicks in the bargain (they
need the coolness right? Afier all, they are hot ). The
mice waitress ook down my friend's name (no, they
don't believe in token numbers), and later pronounced it
out wrongly on the PA system, after the coffee was
ready (ves, they believe in self service). It appeared that
a small addition of ‘cream’ to our coffees had cost us
more than the coffee nself would have. I never visited
that blessed place again.

Man! | have more of these stories to tell. There's one
about another Arjun [ know. He and hix friend once
visited another popular joint, "Subway". The guy at the
counter promised that the extras on the sandwich would
*fill them up'. Little did they know that on the hill, the
extras ARE the main course? The sandwich is just a
topping. And the biggest question of all is, why do these
places have weird self-service/semi-self-service type
setups? Are they against the good old Indian system
where you sit, and hog, and the waiter takes care of
everything else? I'm sure it's a grand plan to take over
India by penctrating our culture and corrupting our
youth,

Fakeness Tip #9: Now you know why CCD is cheap.

After two more summers, | am a more mature faker,
blending in not-so-badly with the rest of the crowd,
feeling warm inside when in "The Forum®,
experiencing bliss in the knowledge that I'm here in the
ool place, checking out other cool people checking me
out checking them out, it you know what | mean.

It's a fake world after all.

Pride is a symptom of lack of knowledgENINS 7N
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Asyymptotes

Asymptotes are the curves that
meet at infinity. Thinking more
practically they never meef.
Nonetheless they belong to the
same curve family. They wmay
look far apart in one
perspective or too close im
another but in reality they are
just a reflection of each other.
They all show same behaviours,
same fendencies and same
curvatures (barring few cases).
Po we need to tell how we and
our alumni make a family of
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@The Distance and the Beliet

KAPIL SUNDRANI
2001-2005, CSE

A six letter magnanimous multitude that captures the entirety of itself: that is precisely where we coin it as self-belief.
Belief believing that its belief is truel

But whe or what conceives it and what or whe nurtures it? How many times do we believe what the inner self needs
to believe and how many times are we guided downstream: with the flow? How many times does it seem like nothing
but an infinite multiplication of unnecessary necessities? And how many times does it spring from conviction?

As we trnvel our path: path chosen by none but us, a time comes when we can't help but think about the path we
thus traveled. About the destination: most of the times out of sight. And most impertantly about the things that now
seem beyond the realms of even an out-stretched dream. About what we believed for the path treaded and what we are
now forced to believe for the rest of it: believing that something or someone is waiting with the purpose of pushing us
up the stream. It demands wlttmate strength to push our srffagﬂ': 15t the virtwal space of baral Quiding forces, The
quintessential ingredient presents itself when belief recoins itself to self-belief-

The thesis often articulated among the intelligentsia, of cowrse inter alia, that we distance oursehes from all
philosophy of take and start practicing the philosophy of give: that we shun away all decp rooted selfishness of
Howard Roark of Fountain Head or that of Galt of Atlas Shrugged. But | beliewe that every object is a means to
another object of desire. We travel the distance with one object with the belief of achieving something that will guide
us to an object which in turn will lead ws to the infinite chain of objects.

Do we still close our eyes and realize that owr friends are our energy? Or is it just that change is the law of nature and
the rest is fust history? Doesi't change need some change? Haven't we all experienced times when we want to relive
those simple moments in life? Everyone these days knows everything. Intelligence sometimes bears so high a regard
that it is rewarded by exemption from the offices of the worthy. The asymmetries of impilicit recognition of certain
wectors of the cternal dichotomy between those offices of me and you. of me and they, ultimately lead to the explicit
symumetric notion of mine and yours, of mine and theirs.

In words of Nobel Laureate, Amartya Sen, Resenting the obtuseness of others is not a good ground for shooting
oneself in the foot. | would just put it as thus: Believing the obtuseness of others is not a good ground for shooting
oneself in the foot. Reasoning and instinct abways aeate a dilemma. Are we not better off to rely on our instincts
when we are unable te reason cearly because of some hard-to-remove impediments to our ovitical or empivical
thinking? Or probably the path once traveled cannot be retraced and will become an excuse for a default action even if
reasoning is reasonable!

Wity does the distance we trvveled seem all that worthless? Is it because we beliewe it to be that or s it because we
never had any belief? Too many questions and none seem realistic enough to believe in and seck answers for: But a

spark of the Theory of Enlightenment’ always tells me that there is a fine line between fishing and standing on the
shore like an idiot. So, read the last line and believe it!

Somcone sometime told “If you believe in everything you rad, better not read”.
BTGRP TG Most things in this world are done for no good reassrtiEE -1
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VARUM RAJPUT
2002-2006, CSE

Every expression is too inanimate to describe the episodes of college days. Four long years, at the onset of teenage
jutaposed with the period when one is brimming with encrgy. are like generations of evolution where every year
conses e n.rrrrmm.rpimsr’s fromer o stage to another.

My colloge days were no different but they came with a price tag. My fervor for computer science took my to a place in
the hills of Himachal Pradesh, Hamirpur: My first raction affer hﬂwﬁrg that { have been allotted a seat at
National Institute of Techmology. Haminpur was to search about the place on the world map. This inane ¢ffort
dawned on me some important fices about Hamirpur. such as distance from the sea-level and most importantly the
nearest broad gauge raiway station, Una,

My first day at the college campus. that alse happens to be my registration day. was surely against the wishes of any
fresher: Sights of broken windows, fans with twisted wings, looted offices grected me as | went throwgh with my
registration. These anvcdotes of shame were written all over the campus.

Reaching the college canpus was not at all casy that day. After alighting the bus at the Hamivpur bus station, when |
approached a cab driver carrying most of the heavy baggage which comprised mainly of books, which my father had
discouraged me to carry all the way to Hamirpur arguing that there is no point wasting another year for BT, for hire. He
resented to the offer stating concerns about the safety of his vehicle owing to the pandemonium spread at the "REC”
(local people of Hamvispur were more comfortable calling the college REC than NIT) campus. Blunt denial from the cab
driver forced my and Santosh's father into a discussion, much like aristocrats pondering over an imbroglio. Quite
appropwiate for peaple of their age, who love to brood over the problem and discuss country politics at J’r::«qﬂ: all the dey
long. Santosh was another aspiring student of NITH who, like me, had to get himself registered on the same fateful day.

My father is a man who has quite a knack to convince others. His strong persuasive attribute proves wery handy in
situations like these or when dealing with a haughty derk of a government organization. His efforts to inculcate in
me the same qualitics went futile as 1 always preferred to do business on a strict terms basis, though such an
approach seldom proved to be propitious. Looking at me in disregard for failing te hire a cab, he went ahead and, as
expected of him, convinced the cab driver to transport us to the second gate of the college campus.

The journey from the second gate, which was in those days more like a wall broken forcibly to create a passage, to the
MMCA office of the Kailash Boys Hostel was even more difficult thanks to the misquidance offered to me by one of
the passers by. On reaching the destination and figuring out that there was an alternative simpler way. ignominy
wus eyed at me by my peer's father: | could sense him scorning at me. though not explicitly. “can't even find out the
wiry property, reckless fellowill”.

Well, this case brings into light a pervasive attribute of Indians ahways extend @ helping hand caring little about its
impact. More offen than not, the gratuitous favour proves more destructive than constructive. | forgawe that passerby
and moved ahead to the MMCA office to book a guest room and got along with the rgistration process, which went
quite smooth.

Author speak- This fictional tale is written not to recall the dieary past but to make the present generation aware
that such uncouth acts are good to ne one.

BEAARPN M Agreat man is one who masters none and is mastered By RGREIIIE - 3




A Day in the Life of a Bachelor

TILAKESH MN.M.
2002-2006, MED

It was not difficult finding myself lucky yet again. | was already carrying the tag on me which read "GRADUATE
FROM NIT HAMIRPUR”. Even though | did not get a job while leaving college. I was immediately placed with L&T.
I would like to share this day that happened in Chennai. | am sure that life after college is going to be mudh too

correenows, a@s §will narrate.

My mobile is ringing yet again. Its 5:30 am. | am not sure since when the alarm on nry mobile has been set at that
timme, may be since 2* year: | have albways woken up only to switch off the alarm and go back to sleep. When do we
usually get up at college? | used to get up to have lunch. But today was different: | had to reach the factory, which was
supposed to take 2 hours more than wsual. There was this big ftalian mecting. We wore supposed to have a video
confirence with our ltalian counterpart.

Don't expect anyone to come with coffee to wake you wup. We never had such facility at college. so that would not be a
problem for too many. | had to rush to have my bath. No hot water. This is one thing I will definitely miss. The
bloody house awner could mot even imvest for a heater. It does hapypen. When you are in true need, peaple try to squecze
out of you taking your interest to advantage. | had taken a house, which did not even have the basic necessities at a
price of Rs. Sooo/pm.+ advance Rs. 60.000. Theugh | would be sharing the amount with my friend, the price had to
be paid. It is very difficult to find people entertaining bachelors,

1 had my bath, and was immediately off. Since there was no breakfast at home, | had to eat out. At college every
thing is served at our best interest and yet we complain. Here | had a reason not to complain. Things seem a lot more
difficult. | plan to quit my breakfast that day. Seme times we quit breakfast, sometimes hinch and other times it's
v

Food at office scems too deliclous, but that is for the rich. Not the food of mry kind. They serve you too little, the food is
too expensive and every one is looking at you as if you are the clown in the house. | just can't eat when people are
waatdhiing your every move, It feels uncomfortable, Every thing had an order. Thank God, | had got a smadking from
nry Senior for getting in order: else it would have been mayhem and madness around me at office.

! stay in Anna Nagar, considered to be one of the posh areas of Chennal. Those are my Banglorean instincts setting
me. For us class always comes first. | quess you would have seen that amongst alf Bangloreans in college. Yo just
can't toudh Hheml

! had to reach the L&T plant, whidh is on the other side of the tovwn, Much like the way the Gals and Boys hostels are
distanced in college, but this distance was a little mere, a little over 30 km. | had to take a bus te Nungambakkam
Raitway station, then a Tramp to Guindy and then another bus to the Factory from there. | am a fietle smlucky. Most
companics do provide a transport facility. My situation is a little different.

EEERTN M Ifyou always tell the truth, people will stop believing VoI = 2
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Let me deseribe my job profile for better understanding of the situation. | would not like to leave a CAT among the
PIGEONS. | am a GET as ewery one else is going to join as. | would graduate to be an Engincer-Project (Planning and
Evecution). | am being trained to attend to dient/customers in the Europe and Middle-East region. | am handling
project from Italy these days. Wow, ltaly, Paris.....Eiffel tower. | will be flying there soon!

I'work at the Business conter to which the companty has it transport facility offered to me, but when | have to visit the
factory for mecting, follow up...l have to find my way. So 1 think you gucys pretty much know my situation.

1 took my bus to the Train station, The buses in Chennai are horvible. You never get a place to sit: it is abways filled to
the core. The men and women stand on cither side, seriously pathetic, nerds aracking the text like it was the last thing
they had to mug on planct earth. Did we ever study at college?

Owce out of college there are only two places and every thing imvolved with it that is good. One would definitely be
your home town and the next is of course Hamirpur, although we would not feel the same at college, you will know
haw true this statement is once you gmduarr

The train station is about 20 min. Boundary condition including heavy and slow moving traffic. This is common
time-design factor in most major cities. | prefer the tramp sine it is less campry, and takes less time to get to the other
side of town. The facility would not be the same at Delhi, Bombay or Bangalove. It is a different situation if you are
taking the Metro, but the tramps in Delhi and Bombay are dirty and really campy because it is the most chosen
mean of transport for most citizens. Bangalore though lacks such facilities. But let me tell ascertain the mass
transport facility is much mere dlassy then in any city in India. We actually have AC busses, some thing unique to
Bamgalore,

! fimally reached the factory after thr-45 min travel. The facilities were already set up, We had good transmission with
Italy. The video conference was going to be amazing, my first actually. We discussed a lot of issues (common in work
culture). It was ane amazing experience. | even gave a presentation over the video conference to my boss sitting in ltaly.
I was the Best Presents of the Batch, and lived every word of it te my European counter part. All this was going into
making my college proud, of course. We carry so many responsibilities, the biggest of all being a NITHian.
Appreciations were in plenty after the miceting. | am sure you guys too will live to these expectations once you guys are
out. Of course you guys are my funiors and | very much know what you will be up to.

On my way back | probably saw the worst incident of my life. | was about to board the tramp badk to
Nenigambalckarm, { saw this blind couple. The blind woman boarded the train and as the blind man tried to board the
tratin, the tramy moved. What | saw after that was quite unbelievable and quite unexpected. The blind woman with
out even hesitating jumped from the moving train. She fell with a thud! People came nunning to see if nothing had
Lone wiong. | could only watch. Was it love? Was it a sacrifice or was it the fact that they were going to loose each
other's company, some thing which meant s much to the two of them. | only hoped that nothing went wrong.

We never know where life takes us. We complain about placements. We worry about pay packages. We want to get
placed twice. We get frustrated that our surrounding (could be anything - job, family.. friend... college.... strangers...
any thing) is not offering us the best. We act like we are the God of all things at college. yet life has so much to offer.
It will definitely, mever come to you the way you want it to be. Some times you'll have to run. some times stay calm; it
nmuay even mean fumping off a moving train. But if need be, we have too. Ultimately life goes on.

L S HLTAN - (hE Dying is easy, living is hard, ST
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founding Directors of aSysTmhnutagm @Sys, incorporated in the year 2000
in Singapore, is a USD 2 Billion multinational with 114 offices in 35 over
countries. Mr. Chauhan is based in Amsterdam, Netherlands at European

Headquarters of eSys.

Mr. Chauhan is responsible for conceptualizing and executing group strategy
related to geographical and product line expansion. He directs all group
investments, acquisitions and sets out business goals for individual SBUs.

Since 2000 Mr. Chauhan has led the expansion of eSys through Asia Pacific,
Middle Easl, Europe and Americas by executing a growth strategy involving
acquisitions and setting up green field operations leading to direct eSys
presence in 30 over countrias. In 2002 Mr. Chauhan shifled base from
»  Singapore to Amsterdam to set up eSys European distribution network, which
now comprises 12 subsidiaries and contributes 45% of Group revenues.

- Prior to joining eSys, Mr. Chauhan has held various positions with Usha
Intercontinental (India) and Mayor International. He was responsible for
International Trading and Distribution business in Far East, Australia, Japan

and Korea for manufactured goods and commodities.
Mr. Chauhan holds Masters Degree in International Business (MBA-IB) from

‘University Business School Chandigarh and Bachelor of Technology

(B-Tech) degree from National Institute of Technology, Hamirpur.
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“You have not changed a bit in the last 15 years!” commented Neeraj Chauhan of ‘the batch of
10881 “Oh, but | have coloured mry hair.” ! laughed aloud, "But you have put on some weight”
1 said watching a smart. confident and smiling man, walking towards me, whom | had seen
as slim and ﬁ:m.i}' young hoy some 13-14 years back! But what had not really changed was
his easy going way of interaction and a rustic charm that he still carvied like a fresh whiff 3
air despite being a high profile COO of Sys.

Neeraj selected the place whee we were to dine. More than the food and the ambience of the
eating foint:; it was the company of an alummnus that made the dinner memorable. Both of us
winted fo catch up with what had happened during the last 14 years.

A proud father of a sweet looking bab}r girl, Shreya, he told me about the naming of his daughter. “You know Dutch
Language has very differont ;uwm.wmmm for  and V', so we had to restrict to @ name that had neither | nor VI°
mﬂ?ﬂr{q‘?mnnﬁy he said.

1 could capture in him Indian family values that he ecuded when he rushed with a glass of water behind me when |
mearfy choked!

But the moment he started discussing the global scenario in the business world, | could see the acumen of a business
muan in his demeanor. Finance and business matters make ne sense to a nitwit like me but he tried hard making me
understand the intricacies of the business world, “India is the most happening place in the business world today.” he
continued, “eSys has the highest market share in the global market in sales ﬂf Hard disk.” exclaimed Neeraj proudly.

Neceraf had been student editor of the English section when the college magazine was known as "Raceme” so | wanted
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to knew about his literary tastes. Though | knew that it must have been difficult for him to find time to read
anything except may be balance sheet of “his company but still | was inquisitive to keow about his reading tastes as |
believe that a man is known by the kind of books he reads, Do you et time to read anything?” Perhaps [ was hoping
to get “No™ as an answer but he surprised me by saying “| rwad almost all magazines and sometimes would read 5-6
magazinges in about thiee howrs, and that too from cover to cover.” It was an evening full of surprises for mel “ have
wad Amartya Sen's  Identity and Vielence -The Musion of Destiny....and another on Bombay. Maximm City by
Suketu Meltta,” continued he *1 read wide and vavied. almost everything from popular fiction to serious reading”
laughingly he added “anything evcept self help books!™ I was really in for so many revelations about Neeraf that day. 1
wondered how well we really know owr students when they are with us or is it that they grow fast when they are
away from the stifling do’s and don't of the teachers.

“Tell me somthing about REC or NIT whatever it may b called these days?™ he sincerely enqueived, “What changes
have come over there?” And 1 il proud to tell him about the net conmectivity and the infrastructural developmment
taking at an astounding pace at NIT that made him hapgy. “You can imagine the kind of change that has come over
NIT when a person like me has become so Tech savvyl” laughingly | added. Though henestly speaking, [ was really
hapypy to have something to impess him with and silently thanked the Institute authorities for these developments.
“‘How do you manage to liw away from your home and what about your food arrangement?” the mother in me was
concerned. | cook reasonably well, rather next time 1 would cook for you rice and kaali daal at my apartment.” he
smiled in an innocent manner. “though it is the ordered food many a times but | make Maggi when | am too tired
cither to cook or to order something.”

The conwrsation was se engrossing that the gap of 14 long years scemed to have disappeared and ! felt like never
having lost any contact with him. Since Neeraf belongs to Hamirpur so | was curious to know his contribution to his
home place. Thowgh | knew about a school that his father has started at his home place but | was glad to know
Neeray's contribution.

1 have installed Computers with TFT savens in the school as | want the local students to have quality education at
their door steps and that too at affordable rates." eSys has recently entered into setting up business in Himachal and
are geing fo imvest ..

He was so cager to learn about all the teachers and was really sirprised that almest all of them were still there. Ahl
Teaching seems to get inte our systems, rued |. We talked about so many students as well and | was surprised as well
as proud to know how well they were doing in diverse fields.

“So many of my class fellows have made @ big mame and that too in ficlds that are so different from what they were
trained for.”

S0 many names and faces came to nry mind: young and naughty faces that had matured not only to lead their own
lifé successfulfy but were helping others, as well, to lead their life. It was a prowud moment for me.

“But the girl students of our batch have become invisible" lamented he. Is it that men still make big names and
women are relegated badkstage to provide support to them, | wondered.

It was about m.rﬂu{q}ir and the eating Place was to dose business for the day ﬁmugh we world have loved to sit and
chat for some more time. So with a heavy heart and a promise to be in touch through mails and visits, we parted

company.
In Neeraj Chauhan | was happy to meet a proud and caring father; an astute business manager, an avid reader, a
socially responsible citizen and an endearingly respectful student. What more could | hawe asked for?

It was really a memorable get-together for a teacher and a taught. As told ta Dr. (Mrs.) Saroj Thakur
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