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14 startup projects awarded ignition
 grants during summitat NIT—Haerpur

Our CORRESPONDENT

. HAMIRPUR, MARCH 10 . :
The Uttishthati Founda-
tion organised the Nation-
al Startup Summit-2026 at
the National Institute of
Technology (NIT) here on
Monday with an i-TBI incu-
bator supported by - the
Department of Science and
Technology of the Central
Government,

Prof HM Suryavanshi,
‘Director of NIT said that 14
startup projects were award-
«ed ignition grants under the
DSTHTBI programme
through the institute’s
incubation centre. He added
that these startups were at
different stages of develop-
ment, with nearly 30 per
cent being women-led ven-
tures. He said the NIT Incu-
bator was focusing on key
areas such as sustamablhty,
climate- change agri-tech
and emerging technologies.

Suryavanshi said that the
primary aim of the incuba-
tion centre was to promote
self-employment, generate
employment opportunities
and encourage innovation
among young entrepre-
neurs. He added that over.
he past decade, NIT was

Participarits with Prof HM Suryavanshi during the National Startup Summit-2026 at NIT+lamIrpur:

actively working to develop
a vibrant startup ecosystem
on campus through collabo-
ration among academia,
industry, investors and oth-
er stakeholders.

Convenor Dr Pamita
Awasthi said that the the-
matic areas of the event
were aligned with national
priorities such as self-sus-
tainability and the Make in

India initiative, She noted

that the summit focused on

sectors, including agri -tech,

space and defence innova-
tion, deep-tech, emerging
technologies and encour-
aged greater participation of
women entrepreneurs from
the region to estahlish inde-
pendent enterprises.

The summit also featured
PitchX, a startup pitching
competition in which 50
participants forming 20
teams competed for the
Best Pitch Awards. The
PitchX ‘competition was
judged by a panel of experts

comprising Dr Surender
Singh Saini, chief scientist
CSIR-CSIO Chandigarh, Dr
Garima Saini, assistant pro-
fessor NITTTR, : Chandi-
garh, Dr Pamita Awasthi,
founder director of
Uttishthati Foundation, Dr
Rakesh Sharma, assistant
professor at Department of
Electronics and Communi
cation, NIT, and Pranal
Narayan Jha, director an

~ co-founder of Bharat Flov
- Analytics Pyt Litd.



